VOL. 4 No. 9

1=

santa

K

C

Way

wm@q‘ﬂww off e inUne Gl and, Cavion communtlies.”

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3, 2025

BY LESLIE MANNING/
The Santa Fe Way

“We kind of started a
little bit last year,” Jude An-
derson said. “End of third
quarter, we added onto
stuff. We've had a SkyCam
for weather in the back-
ground, where our drone
would fly over Canton
and it would capture. We
made more backgrounds,
expanded on the green
screen and there’s a lot
more kids this year, so we
can do more stuff because
we have a team.”

Canton-Galva High
School interactive media
and video production
classes compose the team
of students maintaining
the Canton-Galva Broad-
casting YouTube channel.
This school year, the class
nearly tripled in size,
providing the manpower
to expand and consistent-
ly produce a bi-monthly
news broadcast called CG
News.

According to Taylor

Kaufman, USD 419 tech-
nology coordinator and
instructor of the media
classes, the production of
the CG News broadcast
has always been a part of
the class, but being able to
do it two times a month is
because of the team of stu-
dents and their ambition.

“Kaufman wants you to
research and put it into
action,” Anderson said.
“He wants you to do things
on your own that would
maybe help our broadcast.
I'm all for that”

Anderson’s energy and
personality, in combina-
tion with leadership pro-
vided by Brennan Copple
and Cane Krase, coordi-
nate smaller groups of stu-
dents within the team who
focus on the development
of the different moving
parts required to produce
a news broadcast.

“Itis a me and Cane
shared thing,” Copple said.
“We manage tasks so

See NEWS on pg. 5

TURN ON THE NEWS
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Canton-Galva High School students enrolled in the interactive media and video production classes work to produce a broadcast of
CG News. Monitoring the broadcast and facilitating the transitions is Garrett Silsby, while Brennan Copple, Jude Anderson and Cane
Krase provide direction and leadership.

CG News provides
online source of
school information

CohnerJanssen and Malia Hoppes take on the anchor role during
a December broadcast of CG News, watching a screen hanging
from the ceiling with the report they are to present, while simulta-
niously trying to look at the camera that is recording.

Cane Krase looks into the camera recording him while presenting
sports news in the CG News broadcast. He stands in front of a
green screen, and keeps an eye on a screen hanging from the
ceiling that shows the background spliced in to the recording.
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“I was on (Canton)
council before I moved
to Inman,” Steve Panetta
said. “The people of Can-
ton don’t seem to know
what is going on. It’s not
because they are not intel-
ligent. I want information
to get out. I think there
should be more transpar-
ency. That’s one reason
why I wanted to get this
YouTube channel going”

At the beginning of
2024, Panetta started
recording the Canton
City Council meetings
and posting them on a
YouTube channel, Can-
ton Kansas News. Scott
Layfield partnered in the

Online news efforts

endeavor after transition-
ing off council in August.

“If someone comes and
sits at a meeting, it’s a
couple hours and if you're
not involved and you
don’t understand the con-
text, it’s hard to follow,”
Layfield said.

Providing
local news
“My ultimate goal

would be to have a playlist
for council meetings, a
playlist of special meet-
ings, a playlist of inter-
views of town people and
a playlist of interviews of
people involved with the
politics,” Panetta said. “I
don’t think the town

See ONLINE on pg. 4

underway in Canton

Photo by LESLIE MANNING / The Santa Fe Way
Scott Layfield sets up the camera to record the Canton City Coun-
cil meeting. Steve Panetta, former council member, takes the re-
cording and posts them on the Canton Kansas News YouTube
channel.

The Central Kansas Conservancy mformed the Canton City Council
on Thursday, Nov. 14 that they had received $811,857 in grant mon-
ey to complete a concrete trail along the decommissioned railway
in Canton, and a portion of limestone trail extending west of town
(highlighted in grey in the map above.) The group hopes the project
construction will begin by the end of 2025.

Rails to Trails

project slated for

Canton

Sunflower Santa Fe
Trail will be funded
by grant dollars
and coordinated by
the Central Kansas
Conservancy

BY LESLIE MANNING/
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During the regular Can-
ton City Council meeting
held on Thursday, Nov. 14,
representatives from the
Central Kansas Conservan-
cy were in attendance to
inform the council that an
$811,857 grant was award-
ed to the conservancy to
develop the Sunflower
Santa Fe Trail through Can-
ton. The grant is a Kansas
Transportation Alternatives
grant provided by the Kan-
sas Department of Trans-
portation (KDOT.)

“The construction proj-
ects for the trails are grant
funded,” Sharon Long,
Central Kansas Conser-
vancy member, said. “We
will complete a section of
trail and search for another
grant from another organi-
zation to complete the next
section of trail”

The Sunflower Santa Fe
Trail begins in McPherson
County, with a potential
trailhead just east of Ave-
nue 17. The Central Kansas
Conservancy maintains the
right of way all the way to
Marion of that rail trail.

“We have some, at least
two miles in the Galva area,
finished and developed,
and some that is main-
tained but not improved
further west from Galva,”
Long said. “But we have
nothing east of Galva going
into Marion.”

The Sunflower Santa Fe
Trail will be building along
the abandoned railway line.
According to Long, when
the railroad that owns a line
decommissions the line,
they have a choice of selling
the land or donating it to
a non-profit or city for rail
trail.

“If it’s designated as a
rail trail, the actual land is
owned by the government
and the right of way is given
to the non-profit,” Long
said.

The United States Surface
Board owns the land and
the Central Kansas Con-
servancy is the non-profit
maintaining the right of
way that the Sunflower San-
ta Fe Trail will be developed
on, as well as the Meadow-
lark Trail, spanning from
McPherson to Lindsborg,

in 2025

which is scheduled to be
complete at the end of Jan-
uary, weather permitting.

“Our long range goal is to
develop all of the trail that
we've received the right of
way for,” Long said. “We do
want to connect all the way
from Marion to McPherson
to Lindsborg”

The grant received from
the Kansas Department of
Transportation will fund
the development of trail in
Canton starting east at First
Street, through Center, west
to Kansas, which will be a
concrete sidewalk trail.

The concrete trail
through town will include
crosswalks and signs where
the trail crosses roads, fol-
lowing federal guidelines,
according to Long. It will
also be ADA compliant,
with slopes accessible by
wheelchair and the prop-
er safety features at road
crossings.

An extension of the trail
will run from Kansas to
25th Avenue, which will be
a limestone trail, like the
Meadowlark Trail.

“We get the limestone in
varying sizes in the mix,”
Long said. “Because it has
the different textures in it,
some powder and some
fine rock, they will cling to
each other. It makes a good
surface, until you get too
much water on it

According to Long,
the first step on the trail
extending west of Canton
would be to clear any vege-
tation, then level the ballast
of the decommissioned
railway. The crushed lime-
stone will be installed, and
bladed.

“We start out soft, and it
will be soft whenever it gets
wet, but when it dries out it
is quite firm,” Long said.

According to Long, when
the limestone trails are dry,
they are ADA compliant,
and are level enough and
wide enough to accommo-
date wheelchairs and easy
walking for those who do
not walk well.

According to Long, the
hope is that actual con-
struction of the trail will
begin by the end of 2025.
The first part of the process
will be to have a firm do
preliminary engineering to
make sure that no utilities
are conflicting with the
trail.

“Because it was a rail line
back in the day, there will
not be utilities,” Long said.

The Central Kansas Con-
servancy will submit forms
to KDOT, so KDOT can

See TRAIL on pg. &4
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STATE BANK
CANTON

“Your hometown bank!”

103 S. Main Street - P.O. Box 66

Canton, KS 67428
(620) 628-4425 . Fax: (620) 628-4726

www.statebankofcanton.com

OR

FOR YOUR LENDING NEEDS CONTACT

Tom Kueser - tk@statebankofcanton.com

Dakota Nichols - dn@statebankofcanton.com

‘ocally owned and oer since 1895.

Lobby Hours:

Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. to 5:30pm

Drive Up & Walk Up Hours:

Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. to 4:30 pm
Friday 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

For all other banking needs
contact Alisha Elliot
ae@statebankofcanton.com
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Student ambition makes
consistent
broadcasts possible

Continued from page 1

Kaufman doesn’t have to
do anything. We keep our
ducks in a row”

Tasks delegated fall
into two categories: in
the studio and behind the
scene, with each task being
equally important to the
overall outcome. In addi
tion, there is only one hour
a day for Kaufman to guide
the learning required for
the multiple tasks involved,
so students research the
software and programming
necessary for the task del
egated to them and essen
tially, teach themselves.

Anderson dabbles in
both categories, in the
studio as the on camera
weatherman and behind
the scene with 2D anima
tion.

“l did the weather last
year and this year,” An
derson said. “And, | make
the backgrounds. | used to
make my backgrounds last
year on Adobe, then | found
that Kaufman bought pre
mium on Canva, so | shifted
everything over”

Behind the scene, An
derson collaborates with
seniors Karlie Faupel and
Hope Shelton on 2D ani
mation.

“Everybody is doing such
different things,” Faupel
said. “We are doing 2D,
someone is writing sports,
someone is in Blender, but
it comes back together for
the broadcast”

Faupel and Shelton took
the interactive media class
es their freshman year.

“Kaufman saw that we
were kind of artsy, and
asked us if we could do 2D
animation,” Faupel said.
“Kaufman kind of puts ev
erything in place. You need
someone that orchestrates
everything.”

The duo started by
developing coloring pages
that could be shared with
the Canton-Galva Elemen
tary school, and then used
their 2D animation skills
to produce videos with
Buzzy Bee, available on the
Canton-Galva Broadcast
ing YouTube channel. The
team uses software like Pro
create and ibisPaint, to cre
ate backgrounds for videos.

The 2D animation group
has been working even
more with Canton-Galva
Elementary this year to
create social and emotional
learning videos, targeting a
different topic each month.

“We put the animations
on top of the green screen,
and use Jude as a real life
host,” Faupel said.

As the CG News broad
cast became more con
sistent this year, as well as
increasing in time span, the
experience and expertise
of the 2D animation group
was needed for production.

“I never really thought it
would tie into the CG News
broadcast,” Shelton said.
“It’s just recently that we've
been plugging into CG
News”

The 2D animation group
designed and created the
mural for the updated
background for CG News.
Recently, the group de
signed the team logos for
Canton-Galva High School
athletics and the opposing
teams, as well as a graphic
of a digital scoreboard that
could be used to plug each
team logo into after differ
ent games. The graphics
are then spliced into the
broadcast when sports is
on camera, recorded on the
green screen. The still back
grounds during the weather
and sports components of
CG News come from the
efforts of the 2D animations
group.

“This program has grown
a whole lot since we start
ed, for sure,” Shelton said.
“Kaufman knows how to
make things interlink, even
though we are all working
on different things. Without
him orchestrating every
thing, | don’t think any-
thing would get done.”

The orchestration from
the teacher is what got the
ball rolling for 3D anima-
tion this year, and the im
plementation of 3D into the
CG News. Reese Summers
and Jeremiah Brown have
been teaching themselves
how to use Blender, a free
3D animation software
Kaufman encouraged them
to explore.

“| watched a tutorial
on how to make a donut
on Blender that Kaufman

G News

Brennan Copple monitors the cameras live streaming the Friday, Dec. 6 basketball game at Canton-Galva High School, v

provides live commentary.
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Brennan Copple mans a camera above the basketball coRgede tBeammers live streams the Friday, Dec. 6 basketball g
second level walk way, while monitoring the stream. Two dtbat cart level, using the news room rotating camera on a shot

eras are stations on either side of the court.

told me | should watch,’
Summers said. “Now I'm
doing all these projects on
Blender”

Following tutorials with
3D animation ideas, Sum
mers and Brown followed
step by step to learn the
mechanics of the Blender
software. A tutorial on how
to make a sword and stone
took the group of two a
week or two of classes to
make.

“It took me a few days,
I'm still learning some of
the mechanics,"'Summers
said. “l watch videos on
how to, and then it takes a
lot of muscle memory.”

Lately, Summers devel
oped a ball and chain, with
the chain flexing so that the
ball moves. Once Kaufman
saw the creation, he asked
Summers to figure out how
to make the ball a basket
ball, and fly it by the chain
into a brick wall.

Part of the basketball
project will fall to Brown,
who works on creating rig
ging in an animation.

“I'm working on rigging,

like making things move,’
Brown said. “Say you're
going to build a 3D per
son, you've got to base out
the skeleton of the person
first, and then build rigging
around it. You should be
able to move it from there
and create the animation”

The 3D animation team
begins a project finding
images off Google or an
app called Sketchfab, which
offers free images. The
images are then placed into
a project using the Blender
software, which allows the
creation of movement. The
3D animation group can
also use images from the
2D animation group, and
make them move.

“I had to make logos for
certain parts of CG News,’
Brown said. “(The sports le
gos) | made those 3D. | just
don’t know if we've found a
way to make them spin”

Whether 2D or 3D
projects, the behind the
scenes work is uploaded
into a shared file so stu
dents working in studio
can access for production.

mount.

Other behind the scene
work shared with produc
tion involves research and
writing, often delegated to
Cohner Janssen and Malia
Hoppes. Off site interviews
are recorded ahead of time,
often completed by Ander
son and Copple, and sports
highlights that come from
Huddle and the recordings
from live events, are all
saved into a shared file to
be edited into a broadcast.

Editing is completed with
a free software product
called DaVinci.

“That is what profes
sionals use,” Krase said. “It

classroom is the anchor
desk, with CG News mural
behind the anchors. On the
other end of the classroom
is a green screen. In the
middle is a camera that can
be rotated to record either
end of the studio, as well as
stationary cameras that are
used to change angles on
the anchors. Screens hang
from the ceiling for anchors
to read from, and reporters
in front of the green screen
to see what it is they are
point at as they speak on
the topics displayed as
backgrounds behind them.
On the side of it all Gar

provides an easy way to clip rett Silsby sits at a mon

that, and then we play it
while we record. If | wanted
to add music in the back
ground, we use DaVinci.
We use DaVinci to edit our
videos, too, that we post on
YouTube!”

Everything behind the
scene combines with in

itoring screen, listening

to Anderson, Copple and
Krase guide him through
the transitions of a 20
minute broadcast. Silsby is
versed in the OBS (Open
Broadcaster System) studio
software that pulls every
thing together, shifting from

studio tasks to complete the pre-recorded interviews, to

broadcast, including the
conversion of the class
room into the broadcasting
studio. On one end of the

2D animations, facilitating

SeeMEDIAon pg. 8
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The Livewires Empire Best 4-H Club Members went Christmas caroling around the

The Canton-Galva FFA competed in the ag sales and job interview contests on Wednesday
Attending were, |-r, Faith McMannis, Jase Beltz, Jaycob Dieker, Cade Schmidt, Dallas Jor
topiaPfcamdi®ase and Brynn Kruse.

before their December Meeting.

The Livewires Empire
Best 4-H Club brought
the Christmas cheer to
the streets of Canton on
Sunday, Dec. 15 with their
annual Christmas caroling
event. Members bundled
up and rode in Circle S
Gelbvieh's horse-drawn
carriage, singing traditional
Christmas carols to their
supporters throughout the
town. The caroling is a tra
dition for the club, allowing
them to express their grati
tude to the community for
their ongoing support.

“Our club enjoys spread
ing Christmas cheer to our
supporters” Tanner Riley,
Livewires Empire Best
Treasurer, said. “It's a great
way for us to give back”

The caroling concluded
with the club’s December
meeting at the McPher
son County Fairgrounds
where members enjoyed
hot chocolate and treats.
The January meeting will
be held on Sunday, Jan. 19
at the Galva Community
Building.

if

Brynn Kruse reads the minutes durng

4-H Club December Meeting.

the Livewires Enfifin@eShaw gives

Lindsay Mann gives the -Tr i,
sure’s report during the Decen)

ber 4-H meeting.

tarian tip during the meeting.
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FFA Greenhand ag sales
places second at district

The Canton-Galva FFA
started the month of De
cember sending 17 eighth
graders to the South Cen
tral District Middle School
Academy on Wednesday,
Dec. 4 in Buhler. The
eighth graders participated
a knowledge contest and
- Visited different stations
discussing different as team included Jaycob
pects of agriculture. Dieker, Faith McMannis,

On Tuesday, Dec. 10, the Dallas Jones and Brynn
chapter held a blood drive Kruse. The team placed
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with the Red Cross. The
goal was to collect 18 unit
ed of blood, and 20 units
were collected.

On Wednesday, Dec. 11,
eighth chapter members
competed in the ag sales
and job interview district
competitions in Hillsboro.
The Greenland ag sales

second overall. Individ
ually, Kruse placed fifth,
Dieker placed eighth and
McMannis placed 10th.

The Senior ag sales team
included Shep Kidd, Jase
Beltz and Cane Krase. Beltz
placed third overall.

Cade Schmidt compet
ed in the job interview
contest.

The Canton-Galva FFA is
advised by Teanna Simp
son.
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