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Local Columns

& The Messy Desk

Your weekly Letter from the Editor

Tucked in the back corner of my desk drawer, alongside a neat new pad of paper and sev-
eral lip balms, is one of my favorite pens. | don’t necessarily hide that pen, but | have done
what | can to make it a little easier to be overlooked. In a house of pen-stealers, that’s very
important!

It’s a Sharpie S-Gel pen. It writes beautifully, doesn’t smudge, and fits perfectly in my hand
because it’s not too bulky but feels substantial enough to enjoy using without feeling like I'll
break it. | bought a dozen of them a few years ago and as of today, | have one in my purse
(where no one will swipe it) and one in my desk (where | try to keep it from being swiped).

That’s it. | think | shared one with my oldest son, but other than that, | don’t know where they

ended up.

So, is it that great of a pen? Probably not. It’s just one of my favorite kinds.VVe have lots of
pens and pencils, so buying another box seems kind of wasteful. With that in mind, | keep
close tabs on these last two until | decide | can buy another box or they go on sale and it’s
crazy not to.

For me, hoarding these last two of my favorite pens is more about being selfish. Not in a
bad way! Just, y’know, in a mom way. Moms make sure the kids get the last of the milk, dads

get the biggest portion of dinner, ect. etc. It’s in our nature. So when | really enjoy something -

a specific pen, a particular type of coffee, a favorite mug - it feels wrong to forbid anyone else

from enjoying it, too. If my husband asked for that particular pen, I'd hand it over. If my kids

use my favorite mug, | won’t fuss.

But | can make it hard to find. My logic here is that | really like it, and maybe they just kind
of like it. They’re not necessarily missing out on something. Right?

Maybe that makes me petty, but ’'m okay with that. | have foregone showers when the chil-
dren were tiny, I've given up outings when a child was sick, I've juggled dinnertimes between
odd work schedules and odder sleep schedules. Giving up a favorite pen seems like a little
more than I'm willing to give some days.

So it hides in the back of my desk drawer. | bring it out when | need it, | enjoy it, then | tuck
it away. Like a secret. Like an indulgence. Like a favorite object that only | enjoy so | think I'm
being selfish and sneaky when really no one in the house even knows it’s there!

The odd little tricks | play on myself are kind of amusing, really.
Until next week, Cristina

Fred’s Mostly True

or I Have Outlived Any Witnesses

Storytime
by Fred Heersche

Schultzisms

George, called Schultz by his
brothers, (too poor for a mid-
dle name) Heersche Sr. was
quite a wit. His sayings were
spot on for whatever situation
one found himself in, always de-
livered in an unassuming, almost
biblical way. He shared quite a
relationship with Mom’s family.
Her dad, Fred W. Farber (The
W stands for work) was the
opposite end of the political
spectrum from George. Fred W.
was as staunch of a democrat
as they came, although a 1960
democrat would look like a
moderate republican in today’s
world. Grandpa always told his
wife exactly how she should
vote. She would go behind the
curtain and cancel him out
every time. Dad took great joy
in that, but he was very fond
and protective of his in-laws. He
was forever repeating, much to
my mother’s chagrin:

Schultzism No. |- “Those are
your mother’s people. They
aren’t related to us!”

Cattle shows were another
prime location for lessons,
many hard learned. Our cows
were top notch, but sometimes
we boys didn’t put as much ef-
fort into them as we should
have. Fitting and showing con-
tests were always at the fore-
front of not as much effort as

required. It was based entirely
on how well you prepared the
animal with emphasis placed on
cleanliness and how well you
clipped her hair.The showing
component always devolved
into how much we had worked
with her before the show.
Often in our busy schedule we
just caught the cow out of the
milking string, loaded her in a
trailer, and headed to the fair.
There was always the “cow in
heat” wild card. After an excep-
tionally poor showing on my
part, | was having a hissy fit in
the barn. Dad was quick to say;

Schultzism No. 2 —“The
judge may not be right, but he’s
official!”

Dad purchased one new vehi-
cle in his entire life. It was the
year he quit milking cows, 1976.
It was a dark blue half-ton
Chevy pickup-six cylinder, four
speed, no air conditioning, no
radio, no power windows, and
vinyl seats. It was the epitome
of stripped down. He drove it
for 25 years until his eyesight
made it necessary to give up his
license, which was his idea. He
drove it out to where | was liv-
ing at the time and dropped it
off, completely eaten up with
rust and dents. He had me give
him a ride back to town. He
told me, “You might want to
look at the brakes. I've just
been downshifting and bumping

into things lately!”

Schultzism No. 3- “Some peo-
ple drive a car for 50 years and
never have a wreck. I've driven
a wreck for 50 years and never
had a car!”

In dad’s 101 Y2 years of life he
encountered many people and
cattle. Being a keen observer of
both, he was always quick to
point out your shortcomings,
whether you cared to hear
them or not. My friends were
always on edge waiting for dad’s
assessment of them at the mo-
ment. He was also quick to
hand out a compliment if it was
warranted. A person would
never know what might come
out of his mouth, but he never
kept it to himself.

Schultzism No. 4- “It’s better
to keep one’s mouth shut and
be thought a fool, than to open
it and remove any doubt!”

To be continued...

Above: George Schultz Heersche
and his grandson, future Marine
Jed.
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by Kathy Gann
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Waiting

It is difficult to wait when we are anxious to get the results of a medical test. It is irritating
to wait at that red light that never seems to turn green. It is frustrating to wait for the test
score that determines whether you move on or not.We wait for that new baby to come.

Every day, we all have to wait for something. Some events are minor, but others may have
life-changing results.Waiting can be easier when we remember some Bible verses.

Psalm 27:14 reminds us to “Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the Lord!” Possibly, we think that Bible verses do not relate to us in our everyday
events, but they do.

God has His own time.Those of us who truly depend on Him and trust His words find it
easier to wait. Lamentations 3:25 reminds us that “The Lord is good to those who wait for
Him, to the soul who seeks Him.”

What is the definition of waiting in the Bible? The scriptures tell us that it means to hope,
to anticipate, and to trust. This requires not only faith, but humility, meekness, patience, obe-
dience, and perseverance.

While we wait, let us remember some examples of those who waited patiently for God’s
timing. Jesus had to wait 30 years before He could begin fulfilling His Father’s will. Then, Jesus
waited 3 days before he arose.

Abraham and Sarah waited 25 years before God’s promise of a son, Isaac, was born. Noah
waited |20 years for the rain to come. He believed and trusted that it would come while
others scoffed at him. Joseph was imprisoned for 14 years for a crime that he did not com-
mit, but he waited and believed. How about Moses? He waited 40 years as he led the nation
of Israel to the promised land. Remember Jacob, who had to wait 14 years to marry his
beloved?

David was anointed but had to wait to be King. Remember Hannah in the first book of
Samuel? She passionately prayed for a son. She promised to dedicate him to God’s service.
God answered her prayer, and Samuel was born. She followed through with her promise to
God.

Who can forget Job? He endured suffering and remained steadfast in his trust in God. He
lost his wealth, children, and his health.While others around him scoffed, Job remained faith-
ful. He waited and trusted God. In the end, Job received twice as much as before. He also
lived a long life.Waiting well is worship. God used waiting as an opportunity for these peo-
ple to grow and deepen their faith in Him.

What are we waiting for? Are we frustrated and screaming out with anguish, or are we
bowing down to pray for patience? We are all suffering from something right now. | do not
know what is hurting your heart and soul, but know that others pray for you. God will listen
if you turn your face to Him. He just asks us to trust and believe. In His time, it will happen.
May God bless you on your journey.You are never alone!

BEHIND THE LINES:<

by Kathy Gann

Never Start In The Middle

Watching sports in high schools is exciting. Crowds show up for the varsity teams.As a
sports photojournalist, | attend all games, middle school, and high school. | watch the C
teams, the Junior Varsity games, and the Varsity teams.

| admit that | go to more Varsity games and tournaments because that is what readers
love to read about. They want to know what their teams represent to their towns and com-
munities.

There is community pride in high school sports. They have a personal connection, remem-
bering each player from elementary through high school.

| attended one cross-country league meet, two community football games, and a volleyball
tournament in three days. Crowds were cheering their teams. Their ages were from infants
to senior citizens.All represented their proud spirit for the players.

The love of the game is what brings spectators to cheer on their teams. Although the
focus of many local newspapers is on high school and varsity, it is the younger sports that
have enticed me to attend more middle school sports.

Many parents, grandparents, and community sports lovers supported the many sports
events | attended this week. Their attendance has encouraged me with their enthusiasm for
their sports.Without the younger athletes, we would have no high school or college sports.

Without coaches in little league, elementary, and middle school sports, there would be no
high school sports. Evidently, we would have no college athletes. Sports and other activities
do not end at a younger age.They just begin.

Friendly rivalries begin at the youngest ages. | remember the rivalry of Caldwell against
Medicine Lodge in Football and the basketball rivalry against Anthony [before Chaparral].
When my children were in sports in Arkansas City, we consistently had a rivalry with Win-
field.

So it goes on with all local teams. No matter where we live, we have favorites and foes.
We continue to attend the local teams, winning or losing.We should all continue to support
our local towns in all activities. It is not just sports, but it is music, debate, and academic en-
deavors of all students.

| encourage you to support all local activities, even for the youngest students. The future
of your community begins with the smallest ones. If you do not support and encourage the
youngest ones, there will be no future high school and college sports and activities.

Never start at the middle...or the top. Begin supporting the youngest ones.They are your
future!

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

SCAN ME

https://sevenweekscoffee.com/?ref=flsonline

SEVEN WEEKS

A PRO-LIFE COFFEE MOVEMENT

By

COFFEE

Specialty Grade
Pesticide Free
Single Origin

WESTFALL

MINI-STORAGE

5x10,10x 10, 10 x 20, 10 x 30
Plus Outside Storage for RVs, Cars, Etc.

Ken Gooch

415 E. 4th

Belle Plaine, KS 67013
620-488-3350 (Call or Text)

KenGooch@ShelterInsurance.com

Under Big Water Tower,
North Edge of Mulvane
Off Rock Road We're your Shield. We're your Shelter. |[3T35¢3 3
INSURANCE
Call 777-1273 AUTO ¢ HOME e LIFE

(If no answer, 777-1017)

ShelterInsurance.com

Right
Here

for only $15/week
w/52 week placement

Your ad could be

Email us for a custom quote today!
NewsBellePlaine@gmail.com
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FOR SALE

Place your 25-word classified in
the Kansas Press Association
and 135 more newspapers for
only $300/ week. Find employ-
ees, sell your home or your car.
Call the Kansas Press Associa-
tion @ 785-271-5304 today!

MISC.

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Call
today for your fair cash offer: 1-
913-365-1969

MISC.

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-

anteed. CALL NOW: 1-866-481-
0668

MISC.

We Buy Vintage Guitars! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie  State, D’Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-6990

MISC.

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-866-481-0636.

MISC.

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR?7??
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up. All
50 States. Patriotic Hearts’ pro-
grams help veterans find work
or start their own business. Call
24/7: 1-877-560-5087

SCAM
ALERT!

Do NOT open or
click links!

* KDOT does not collect
tolls or request payment
via text message

REPORT IT.
DELETE IT.

people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how
much you can save. Call Now
for a no-obligation quote: 1-888-
519-3376 You will need to have

CLASSIFIED ADS

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

PENFED
REALTY

HOMESERVIGES
316-215-1359

CATHY SHEETS MANAGING BROKER
KSREALESTATESALES.COM

You need a local expert provider
that proudly stands behind their
work. Fast, free estimate. Fi-
nancing available. Call 1-877-
589-0093 Have zip code of

seeding, aeration and

mosquito control. Call now for a
free quote. Ask about our first
application special! 1-833-
887-1317

your zip code to connect to the  property ready when calling! MISC
right pro"'derms = MISC NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & rooms? Chipped or damaged

MISC.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-866-481-0747

MISC.
STOP OVERPAYING FOR

HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent
study shows that a majority of

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don’t Accept the insurance
company’s first offer. Many in-
jured parties are entitled to cash
settlements in the $10,000’s.
Get a free evaluation to see
what your case is really worth.
100% Free Evaluation. Call
Now: 1-888-920-1883

RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect your
family and your home’s value!
Call  24/7: 1-877-586-6688.
Have zip code of service loca-
tion ready when you call!

MISC

MISC.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE?

PROFESSIONAL LAWN SERV-
ICE: Fertilization, weed control,

frames? Need outside noise re-
duction? New, energy efficient
windows may be the answer!
Call for a consultation & FREE
quote today. 1-866-766-5558
You will need to have your zip
code to connect to the right
provider.



