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(Editor’s note: An
important issue faces
Cimarron and Gray
County, which is not
trivial but of the magni-
tude of whether to have
a nuclear plant or not.
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Please Respect Our
Deadline

In order to get the news
& advertising in The
Jacksonian on time, our
deadline is 3:00 p.m. on
Monday prior to publica-
tion. You may send news
and advertising to jackso-
niannews@outlook.com,
call it in to 855-3902, or
bring it by the office at
101 N. Main in Cimarron.
Items brought in after the
deadline will be added
as time & space allow
but may be held until the

following week.

Weather Forecast

Date Hi Low Precp.

Past Weather
Date Hi Low Precp.

Sunrises/sets

On 12/17 the sunrise was
7:51 a.m. and the sunset
was 5:24 p.m. The days
are getting shorter, with
about 1 min. change
each day each way.
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‘Coun ty fa
important decision

Readers may have noticed
a legal notice for a con-
ditional use permit for a
Battery Energy Storage
System (BESS) in the last
issue of the Jacksonian.
Now this editor is neither
for or against a BESS
being installed three
miles north of Cimarron
but has a duty to help
citizens understand the
issues and to protect the
public. The purpose of
freedom of the pressis to
allow the free exchange of
information. This article
will cover the facts con-
cerning the installation
of Nextera’s 662.4 MWh
Battery Energy Storage

System (hereafter referred
to as BESS) on the NE %
of Section 24 of T25S and
R28W.

This is not the first time
a big issue has presented
itself; there was the issue
of eminent domain across
southern Gray Co. to force
farmers to sell the use of
their land for a power line/
energy corridor that would
stretch from New Mexico
across Kansas. With that
issue, this editor made
a decision not to discuss
it, and that turned out
correct because the
eminent domain plan got
shelved due to factors in
other places.
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(Lft photo couesy photo; right photo courtesy Gray Co.)

Left photo-If built Cimarron’s BESS will have over 88,000 lithium-ion batteries in
containers that look like this. Right photo- a map submitted to Gray County by
Nextera showing the proposed BESS.

Finally, before we
plunge into this article’s
information, let the editor
explain briefly what it is
based on. It is based on
many sources, but the
foundational source was
over 50 pages of informa-
tion provided by Nextera
to Gray Co. Without
further discussion, let’s
get into it.)

WHAT IS A BESS? A
BESS is a large array of
batteries assembled in
containers. In this case

(as in most cases), our
BESS will be lithium-
ion batteries. While
Nextera’s paperwork
uses the singular such as
“battery site”, this editor’s
calculation indicate
that our site will have
in the neighborhood of
88,320 lithium batteries
and that is just at the
beginning. BESSes are
often upgraded in size.
(We use the term “car
park” for a place that
holds a 1,000 cars, so

their use of “battery” is
technically okay, it’s just
that it doesn’t convey the
enormous amount of
batteries our BESS will
have.)

Because the cost for
lithium batteries has
come down there has
been an exponential
rapid growth of BESSes
worldwide. The USA has

See BESS,
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Commis-
sioner's
Meeting

The Gray County Board
of Commissioners met
in regular session on
Wednesday, November
26, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. with
Mark Busch, Glenn Oyler,

7 Troy Buller and Ashley

Rogers, County Clerk
attending.

The minutes of the
previous meeting were
read and approved.

Warrants were presented
and allowed as follows:
Accounts Payable #66161-
#66240 and Payroll by
direct deposit. Payments
by funds were:

Payroll $83,679.99

County General
60,614.36

Road & Bridge
154,565.80

Noxious Weed 1,177.22

County Health 19.00

Special Health 12,020.74

Ambulance 9,033.34

PSAP911E 158.98

Appraiser 12,775.96

Election 158.00

Equipment Reserve
1,397.65

Payroll Holding
38,860.81

Sex Offender Fees
551.25

Rural Fire District
7,140.74

Sunny Schroeder and
Sean Wendel entered
the meeting at 9:52 a.m.
Mark moved to go into
executive session at 10:00
a.m. for 30 minutes for
attorney client privilege
with Sean, Ashley and
the commissioners in the
room. Upon returning to
regular session at 10:30
a.m. decision was made
to have Sunny draw up
the windfarm agreements
and send to Invenergy for
their approval.

Sean then met with

the commissioners. He
presented a bid for a new
semi-truck. Troy moved to
accept the bid of $164,172.57
from Ascendance Trucks
Midwest for a 2026 HX620
SBA semi-truck. Glenn
seconded the motion. The
motion carried. Payment
will be from the road and
bridge fund. The bid is
on file.

Introducing the
Shepherd's Center's
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(Photo by Fritz Springeier)

Candy Conley, RN became the Director of Nursing in
March, 2025 at the Shepherd’s Center, Cimarron.

An Interview with the

Director of Nursing

By Fritz Springmeier
The Jacksonian

The Shepherd’s Center
has a relatively new
Director of Nursing. Now,
granted Candy Conley, RN
has been director since
March 2025, but up to now
she has not been properly
introduced to the area
by the Jacksonian. The
importance of introducing
her in the paper is that
people in Gray County
need to realize that things
at the Shepherd’s Center
are in good hands with
Candy at the helm. Her
goal each day is to bring
happiness to people. If she
can make someone laugh,
she feels satisfied. Being a
professional nurse is the
next best thing to being

a professional comedian.
(Perhaps that will be her
retirement job.) Candy
likes the homey-ness of
the Shepherd’s Center.
Her perspective is to help
wherever there is a need
at the center, even if it
means working outside
her regular hours. Over
the years, she’s done all
of the different jobs.

Candy has four licensed
nurses (RNs, and LPNs)
under her. She also has
other helpers (CAN’s and
CMA’s). She pointed out
that she is short one nurse.
So there is a nursing job
opening for someone.

In terms of nursing
background, Candy grew
up in Dodge City and
went to DCCC for nurse
training. The inspiration
for becoming a nurse
came when she was 19
and discovered she had a
natural knack for caring
for people. She was asked
by her family to help her
grandmother, and she

did. So that brought into
focus the career she went
into. After graduation at
26 years of age, she worked
at F't. Dodge for 20 years.
Next, she was at Minneola
for four years. Before the
Shepherd’s Center snagged
her, she was a traveling
nurse who came to the
center off and on.

On a personal level
she is married and has
two grown children. The
eldestis Janae at 28 whois
pursuing a mental health
career at the University
of Phoenix. The youngest
Kya is 22 and is pursing
nursing at the University
of Tennessee. The U of T
has five campuses, and
Kyausesthe one at Martin.

The Shepherd’s
Center is mostly full. It
has been getting positive
recognition from people
like the State. The
Jacksonian congratulates
them on their success!
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Friendship

By GrayCo Over 50
Center

Meal reservations need
to be made by noon the day
before you plan to eat at
the center.

Thursdav, Dec. 18
CHRISTMAS MEAL

Cook's Choice
4 oz meat, 1 vegetable, 1
fruit and 2 starch

Cook's choice

Cook's choice

Cook's choice

Thursdav, Dec. 25
CHRISTMAS DAY- SITE
CLOSED

SITE CLOSED

Artist
Marty
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Oil painting by Marty of pumpkins

By Fritz Springmeier
The Jacksonian

When the Jacksonian
did a story on the items
for the Shepherd’s Center’s
auction, it came to the
Jacksonian’s attention
that Cimarron has an
artist among us by the
name of Martha “Marty”
Campbell. She had done
a wide range of things
for the auction. An inter-
view was in order, espe-
cially appropriate since
last Christmas time, the
Jacksonian was able to
highlight two local artists:
Jade Barnes Christensen
(of the Charleston area)
and Emma Wedel (a sr. at
Ingalls High).

Marty comes by her
artistic skills honestly,
having come from a family
line of artists. Marty’s
grandmother painted on

| porcelain. In turn, Marty
Y has been interested in

crafts and arts most of
her life. The quilt on her

” bed was a project Marty

did with other family
members, where they took
old handkerchiefs from

her grandmother, some
up to nearly a century old,
and made them into but-
terflies and then sewed
them into a beautiful quilt.

Marty is a resident at
the Shepherd’s Center.
Prior to her mid-morning
interview with the
Jacksonian, she’d been
with her friends in the
commons area. (See a
picture of her friends
playing a card game of
pitch.) Marty enjoys living
at the Shepherd’s Center,
as she said, “I'm happy
here....It’s a good place.”
She mentioned how the
high school choir, the
local Mennonite church,
and Crooked Creek band
all recently came up
and sang. Usually, only
George Lucas of the
Crooked Creek band from
Meade comes up (not the
whole band, and typically
on the first Wednesday of
the month). Marty gets
visits from her sister and
nieces, except since her
sister is busy now, she
visits over the phone.

On the spiritual side
of things, Marty is a First

(Photo by Fritz Springmeier)

Cimarron’s artist Marty Campbell beside her painting of
a sunflower, along with her wreath behind her.
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(Photo by Fritz Spingmeier)

Marty Campbell’s friends at the Shepherd’s Center playing
pitch. Beginning on the left and going clockwise around
the table: Sue Byer, Dora Ellen Frink, Lloyd Crotinger,
and his wife for 71 years Mary Crotinger (standing),and
Tom Aeschliman (closest with coveralls).

Christian. She is able to
watch their services in
the community room.
Pastor Kyle Lawson also
comes up to the center.
About amonth ago, Marty
felt the need to publicly
reaffirm her faith, so
she went to Cimarron’s
First Christian church
and rededicated herself
to the Lord. She plans
to participate in their
Christmas vigil.

Marty was born in
Kansas City, MO. Her
family moved to Atcheson,
KS when she was 9 years
old. She graduated high
school at Abilene. Then

she went to college in
Pittsburgh, KS, where
she says she got her
m-r-s degree (marriage).
She lived in Olathe and
Leavenworth also. She
was a parole officer for six
years for the government,
but it was not a fulfilling
job, just a job for her. She
has done other jobs also.
It’s obvious she loves art
in various mediums.

(Photos by Angela Springmeier)

Two pieces of art made with coat hangers by Marty. L is
an angel, and R is a kaleidoscope type design.
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BESS,

from page one

around 889 in operation
and Kansas around 35
BESSes. Now Kansas’s
35 BESSes are not all
installed and in operation,
but they already contain
at least 6.6 Gigawatts of
power. Our BESS will
hold up to 662.4 MWh of
electricity which is such
an enormous amount, this
editor will not even state
how many houses that
amount could provide
electricity for because the
reader would not believe
it. And this leads to the
next point, where this
electricity goes that is
stored in our BESS.

The immediate answer
to where the electricity
is sent is the Interstate
electrical transmission
grid. There are three
grids in the USA: eastern,
western and Texas.
Our area is part of the
eastern grid, and this
portion of the grid is
managed by Southwest
Power Pool, HQed in
Little Rock, Arkansas.
They will oversee all the
interconnection processes.
And like a traffic cop,
direct power where it is
needed. Our BESS will
be fed power from our
wind generators (which
is why Nextera chose
that location north of
Cimarron). This power

will be sent on to other
states, our electricity
comes from the Holcomb
plant. This is why this
editor took issue with
Nextera’s statement:
“Battery energy storage
systems ensure your
community has reliable
power when you need it
most.” Naw, this power is
being exported.

WHY A BESS? To put
this into a description
everyone can understand,
imagine a river of
electricity (like the
Missouri river). The river
has seasons: sometimes it
floods and other times it
is in drought conditions
when the river hardly
flows. The electricity
generated north of
Cimarron by the wind
generatorsisinconsistent.
No wind, no electricity.
Building a BESS is like
building a dam that
creates a reservoir. With
a water reservoir, water
can belet out in a uniform,
consistent manner. The
BESS does this, making
electrical transmission
more uniform and reliable.

WHERE IS THIS
BESS TO BE? The legal
description (NE % of
Section 24 of T25S and
R28W) was already
given. This area is east
of Highway 23 part of
a mile and serviced by
19 Road with K road to
the south running east-
west. A look at the platt
map reveals the parcels

of land that are adjacent,
which are owned by the
Ronald & Kay Burns
Trust, Sunflower Electric,
Diane Warner and David
& Elizabeth Helfrich. The
36 acres that the BESS
sits on were purchased
from the Koppers, who
actually have the largest
amount of land in the
vicinity. To the north is
Eva J. Vachal’s land, and
south of the Koppers’ land
is the Frink Family farms.
A few feet to the north is
a high power line (345kV)
running from Holcomb to
Buckner, KS.

WHAT ARE THE
DANGERS, THE
DOWNSIDE OF A BESS?
The worst danger of a
BESS is called “thermal
runaway”’. This is when
one of those 88,000 plus
batteries overheats and
triggers a chain reaction.
Flammable and toxic
gases are released; plus a
fire and an explosion can
occur. The data on such
events is not complete,
but there is enough data
to see that although the
number of incidents have
stayed about the same,
because the number of
BESSes is much greater
each year, that is proof
they are getting safer. It
is still a relatively new
technology with people
learning how to manage
these BESSes improving.
When a thermal runaway
fire starts, the Lithium-
ion fire must simply burn
itself out. Much of the
safety of a BESS depends
on who is operating it.
They must be correctly
and routinely maintained
or the batteries can catch
on fire.

Let’s look at just two
of the thermal runaway
incidents (there are many
other similar ones).

-It’s January 16, 2025
in Monterey Co., CA and
the Moss Landing BESS
catches fire from thermal

runaway. An area 52 miles
wide is evacuated because
of the toxic black smoke
created. 1,500 people are
evacuated for about three
days (1/16-1/19). 55,000 1bs.
of heavy metals (nickel,
cobalt, and manganese)
got released into the
nearby wet lands. This
BESS was a little larger
than the proposed BESS
for Gray Co. It held 750
MW, while Cimarron’s
will be 662 MW.

-It’s August 10, 2016
in the Franklin, WI
area. A fire began in
a BESS that was not
in operation, or only
slightly operating. The
fire suppression system
was not operational.
Over 20 fire departments
from all SE Wisconsin
rushed to the BESS site,
however, managers later
commented they did not
have the proper training
and none of them had
the special liquid to put
out a lithium battery fire.
Airport crews who had
the special liquid were
called in. While the news
media claimed no one was
hurt, an official report
cited one firefighter was
hurt.

Lithium-ion thermal
runaways have the
unique attribute that
they are not like normal
fires. Even after being
extinguished, they tend
to reignite. Current SOP
for dealing with them
is: 1. Let the fire run its
course. 2. Maintain a
safe distance. 3. Focus
on cooling adjacent units
and preventing the fire
from expanding.

HOW HAVE OTHER
KANSAS TOWNS
REACTED TO BESSes?
Johnson City will have
one operational next year
and so will Labette, KS.
A BESS for Halstead, KS
was proposed, so Halstead
had a special election
and voted it down. A

BESS was proposed for
Webb Rd., near Oxford,
KS in Sumner Co. While
lots of the residents
were opposed and began
a Facebook site “NO
BESS- Sumner County
KS”, the decision is in
the hands of the county
commissioners, who will
vote December 30 at 9
a.m. (If the reader looks
into this, just be aware
another place with the
same name in Washington
state approved a BESS.)

A volunteer firefighter
interested in Sumner
Co.’s BESS said, “The
[volunteer] response
[to a thermal runaway]
would be similar to a paid
department, make sure
that it doesn’t spread...I
don’t have a problem
with them [BESSes] at all
as long as they aren’t in
the middle of downtown.
In a somewhat remote
location they present very
little hazard in the event
they do have a thermal
event.”

The Jacksonian
inquired to Cimarron’s
Davis Electric to ask its
CEO Brandon White
to weigh in on the
installation of our BESS,
but did not get a comment.

WHAT KIND OF
AGREEMENTS WILL
THE BESS OWNERS
GIVE THE COUNTY? The
people who are behind
our BESS are out-of-state,
perhaps in Florida. They
chose to call their LLC
which will be the legal
entity in charge of the
BESS “Cimarron Energy
Storage, LLC.” It looks
better to look local. This
should not be confused
with the similar sounding
Cimarron Wind Energy
Center at 1001 county
road 19. The Cimarron
Energy Storage LLC has
proposed a number of
agreements with Gray
County. For succinctness,

this article will just
mention two of these. On
page 10 of their Permit
Application Development
Plan they propose to enter
into an agreement to
compensate Gray County
for governmental services
provided in the Project
boundary. As the project
boundary is only the 36
acres of the BESS itself
which will be fenced, this
is not suggesting that 19
Road maintenance or
other things outside of
the immediate perimeter
will be paid for. One has
to assume that the county
attorney will nail down
somethinglegally binding
in these agreements.
The other agreement
that is noteworthy is
a decommissioning
agreement which commits
Cimarron Energy Storage
LLC to do the appropriate
removal of facilities
and restoration of the
land when the BESS has
“exhausted its economic
life.” (ibid., p.10) The land
is to be restored to its
previous condition.
FINAL THOUGHTS.
Much more could be
written about BESSes
and the proposed Gray
Co. BESS, but more is not
always better. The goal
is to clarify the issues,
not drown the reader
in information. This
article has covered the
important aspect of the
proposed conditional use
permit for our BESS just
north of Cimarron. Once
there is a fire, there is no
putting it out. The local
firefighters will carry the
brunt of the danger, and
then next in line will be
everyone within 25 miles
of the site if a thermal
event happens. Gray
County’s safety is very
much dependent upon
the people who install and
maintain our BESS. This
article has not examined
that aspect of things.





