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Did you know? 

• You can receive your 
Tribune as an on-line 

version as well as the print 
copy? 

• The Tribune is on Facebook?
• The Tribune has its own 

section at 
www.indyrepnews.com? Check us out today!

City council evaluates snow response

First Firemen’s Ball

By KAREN BONAR
Marquette Tribune

With more than a foot of 
snow fresh in everyone’s 
memory, residents and 

city council members alike discussed 
snow removal during the Jan. 14 
Marquette City Council meeting.

Ronnie Larson expressed concern 
about the snow removal process.

“I’m on the fire board,” he said. 
He expressed concern about emer-

gency services being able to get in 
and out during a snow event. 

“When you have an ambulance it’s 
24/7,” he said. 

He asked council members to craft 
a plan for snow removal in the 
future.

“I’m not saying do every road, but 
so we can get the ambulance around 
the outside of town and out of 
town,” resident Colter Krehbiel said. 
“Nobody was out that day, but there 
were three or four ambulance calls. 

“After the wind started blowing, 
you couldn’t get through that. It 
drifted over. I had to clean it. I 
couldn’t get to the fire station. We 
cleaned it with the skid steer.”

Krehbiel suggested having city 
crews on the road by 2 p.m. would 
have helped.

“Once people start driving, you 
can’t clean it off,” he said. “It was 
hard to push; there was ice.”

Resident Fred Peterson expressed 
concern about snow piled on a fire 
hydrant.

“I’m sure it was an honest mistake, 
but it needs to be brought up to 
look at it,” Krehbiel said.

During an agenda item during the 
meeting, council member Hank 
Kugelman suggested the mayor 
direct Public Works Director Jay 
Baker to create a snow removal plan 
based on snowfall amount.

“If it’s under 4 (inches), we don’t 
do anything,” Mayor Andrea 

Willems said.
“When we get clobbered, we need 

to have some kind of plan,” 
Kugelman replied. “EMT and fire 
need to be cleaned, also main street.

“What happened this time is 
nobody got out there until we were 
already clobbered. They did get 
opened by noon. There were diffi-
culties using the grader; it was diffi-
cult on narrow streets.”

Kugelman suggested in the event 
of snow, city council might encour-
age residents to park on a specific 
side of the street to allow for snow 

See SNOW, Page 4

By KAREN BONAR
Marquette Tribune

The Firemen’s 
Ball debuted in 
Marquette 

Saturday with much 
success.

“We sold 108 tickets,” 
volunteer firefighter 
Wendy Bowles said.

Before the inaugural 
event, she said she 
hoped to sell 100 tick-
ets. Sales exceeded the 
goal, and the event will 
likely become a regular 
one in Marquette.

“We had a lot of our 
local people, communi-
ty pillars, show up,” 
Bowles said. “We also 
had people from 
Wilson, McPherson, a 
couple from 
Hutchinson. We did 
draw a crowd of people 
who are not local.”

While Firemen’s Balls 
might be staples in 
larger communities, it 
was a first for the rural 
McPherson County 
community.

“For the most part, 
people came dressed 
casual,” Bowles said. 

“We did have a table of 
ladies who took it seri-
ous, had their hair 
done, fancy hair, make-
up.”

Members of the 
Marquette Fire 
Department donned 
white shirts with red 
ties to serve the guests.

It was all hands on 
deck, with about 30 
firefighters pitching in. 

“We did it all. The 
guys did all the cooking 
at the fire station on a 
giant grill they bor-
rowed from MKC 
co-op,” Bowles said. 
“They cooked the cob-
bler on the grill, baked 

potatoes, steak on the 
grill. We did corn in a 
roasting pan. The ice 
cream was donated by 
City Sundries, so we 
had homemade vanilla 
ice cream.

“We got their orders 
when we sold the tick-
ets so we would have 
some idea what we 
would need for well-
done steaks, rare steaks, 
medium steaks.”

The steak was cooked 
at the fire department, 
and additional helpers 
assembled the dinner 
plates at the Smoky 

By KAREN BONAR
Marquette Tribune

After much discus-
sion, the 
Marquette City 

Council opted to table 
action regarding a new 
vehicle for the police 
department during its Jan. 
14 meeting.

Police Chief Aaron 
Webb said the depart-
ment budgeted for a new 
vehicle for this fiscal year.

“I looked at new and 
used,” he said. “A pickup 
is better for the city’s 
needs. We haul dogs; if 
we need to move a trailer. 
A pickup holds its value 
better.”

He recommended the 
city purchase a 2024 
Dodge Ram for 
$55,808.93 from Superior 
Emergency Response 
Vehicles, Andover.

Webb also presented 

two financing options, 
5-year and 6-year loans. 

He estimates the 
department will get seven 
to eight years’ of use out 
of a new vehicle before it 
will need to be replaced.

“For the price differ-
ence, it makes more sense 
to purchase new,” Webb 
said.

A used vehicle, once 
upfitted with equipment, 
will cost about $42,825 
for a 2023 Dodge 
Durango Pursuit. 

Mayor Andrea Willems 
asked why a new vehicle 
is necessary.

“It’s starting to have 
issues,” Webb said. “It is 
having idling issues from 
sitting there. The longer 
we let it idle, it will cause 
issues. We’ve dumped 
quite a bit of money into 
it. If we keep it going, it 
will become a money pit.”

Council Member Hank 

Kugelman asked about 
equipment priorities.

“My only fear is public 
works needs more stuff 
than a second vehicle,” he 
said. “The backhoe isn’t 
the best in the world.”

Council Member Scott 
Johnson was absent from 
the meeting.

Webb assured council 
members he worked with 
Johnson to cut other 
areas from the police 
department’s budget in 
order to make room for a 
vehicle purchase.

“This is a big chunk of 
change,” Kugelman said. 

“Either way he’s going 
to buy a vehicle,” Council 
Member Autum Lustfield 
said.

“I would like full coun-
cil vote,” Kugelman 
replied.

“At that time, Scott was 
fine for vehicle,” Webb 
said. “We did cut from 

other areas from what my 
budget request was. The 
vehicle lease was why our 
budget went up this year.”

Lustfield said she 
would play devil’s advo-
cate.

“Even though it’s in the 
budget, we don’t have to 
spend it,” she said. 

The current vehicle 
Webb would like to 
replace is a 2020 vehicle 
with more than 100,000 
miles on it. 

“We go out and buy a 
new vehicle now, I won’t 
make it down main street 
without having my ears 
burned off,” Kugelman 
said. “It’s a hard decision 
to make right now.”

Kugelman moved to 
table the item and Mayor 
Tom Buffington seconded 
the motion. It passed by 
consensus.

“You will get your car, 
it’s just a matter of when,” 

Kugelman said. 
“People want snow 

moved, stuff is over there 
and it won’t run,” 
Buffington added about 
public works vehicles.

Webb also dis-
cussed staffing 
with council.

A position is open, and 
the police chief asked if 
council prefers to hire a 
single officer.

“I advertised for full-
time. We don’t have quali-
fied applicants,” Webb 
said. “I think the part-
time model is working 
well.

“Of applications, I don’t 
feel comfortable hiring 
any of them. We’ll run it 
until we find someone 
who will be the right fit.

“Deputies wanted less 
hourly commitment. 
Maybe four part-time 
(officers). It wouldn’t 

change the budget. It 
would be less hours.”

Webb said both he and 
Captain David King pre-
fer to work 50-60 hours 
per month rather than up 
to 80, as previously dis-
cussed.

“We’ve still come under 
what I budgeted for part-
time salaries,” he said. “Is 
there objection to hiring 
two versus one?”

By consensus, council 
approved the request.

In other business:
• Recreation Director 

Abbie Hudson said the 
K-2 basketball league is 
wrapping up. 

She said the Rec 
Commission is in the 
middle of its fitness chal-
lenge. 

Hudson presented two 
options for a new volleyball 
net system for the gym.

City tables purchasing new police vehicle

Courtesy photos

Members of the Marquette Fire Department prepare steaks at the firehouse 
Saturday night. From left, Ryan Nelson, Colter Krehbiel, Beau Dauer and Lee 
Reimer. 

A display of items for the raffle are displayed Saturday night at the Smoky 
Valley Distillery.

Decor for the evening included antique fire 
equipment as table centerpieces.

An array of volunteer firefighters and their families assisted in hosting 
Marquette’s first Firemen’s Ball Jan. 18.

See CITY, Page 3
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