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Did you know? 

• You can receive your 
Tribune as an on-line 

version as well as the print 
copy? 

• The Tribune is on Facebook?
• The Tribune has its own 

section at 
www.indyrepnews.com? Check us out today!

by catherine doud
Marquette Tribune

Voices were raised 
to the rafters at 
Elim Luthern 

Church Feb. 23 as the con-
gregation celebrated with 
their annual Old-
Fashioned Gospel Sunday.

Allan Lindfors, music 
and choir director for the 
church, led the congrega-
tion in songs from a wide 
variety of styles of gospel 
music, including soul, con-
temporary, spiritual, 
Jamaican and blues.

“We try to give the con-
gregation a wide variety of 
all the gospel styles,” 
Lindfors said. “This was 
our Old-Fashioned Gospel 
Sunday that we do once a 
year. The choir is all volun-
teers, from high school age 
up into the 90s.”

Leland Nelson on guitar 
and banjo, with the accom-
paniment of his wife, Betty 
Amos Nelson, greeted 
worshippers as they 
entered with a medley of 
gospel songs.

The morning included a 
variety of songs by the 
senior choir, songs by the 
junior choir led by Brooke 
Olson and performances 
by the men’s ensemble, 
mixed quartet and wom-
en’s trio. The senior choir 
has 19 members and the 
junior choir has members 
from 3 years old to fourth 
grade.

Several other musicians 
contributed to the morn-
ing, including Jackie Larson 
(organist/pianist), Layne 
Patrick (guitar) and Kellen 
McMahan (drums).

“This is a very faithful 
choir. They’ve been with us 
a long time,” Lindfors said.

Lindfors said he has 
been the choir director for 
the church since 1971. 

“I’m in my 54th year,” he 
said.

During that time, 
Lindfors said he’s worked 
with at least four genera-
tions of singers, and it is a 
community and family 
affair.

“We have a mother and 
son, a brother and sister, a 
husband, wife and daugh-
ter,” Lindfors said. “My 
wife sings. She jokes, even 
if she’s sick, she sings.”

Lindfors said the choir 
members are very commit-
ted. Their other major 
events include doing a 
patriotic service on 
Memorial Day weekend, as 
well as a cantata at Easter 
and Christmas.

Lindfors is backed by 

other long-term members 
like Larson, who has been 
the organist/pianist for the 
choir for 52 years.

“She can play anything 
you put in front of her,” 

Lindfors said. 
The Old-Fashioned 

Gospel Sunday is a tradi-
tion the church has 
enjoyed in the weeks 
before Lent starts.

“We’ve done this for 40 
years. We don’t want peo-
ple to be stiff and formal, 
we just want them to have 
a great time,” Lindfors said.

A recording of the Elim 

Lutheran Church Gospel 
Sunday performance is 
available on the Elim 
Luthern Church Facebook 
page or at www.youtube.
com/live/rhjVONDy_8U.

Elim celebrates Gospel Sunday 
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Music and choir director Allan Lindfors, left, leads the senior choir Feb. 23 at Elim Lutheran Church. The Old-Fashioned Gospel 
Sunday is one of the church’s pre-Lent traditions.

Leland Nelson plays a medley of songs as the 
congregation arrives Feb. 23 at Elim Lutheran 
Church.

The children’s choir performs. Front row, from 
left, Baylor Hopp, Kinley Peterson and Kaelor 
Newton. Back row, Airellia Huvey, Acea Newton 
and Carly Patrick.

Chamber discusses Christmas decor
By KAREN BONAR
Marquette Tribune

Before the Marquette 
Chamber of 
Commerce can craft a 

strategic plan, it wanted to 
hear from residents.

Chamber President 
Hayley Samford presented 
preliminary results to the 
group during the Feb. 26 
meeting.

“There is no question 
about the top (priorities) for 
the chamber: employment 
opportunity and housing,” 
Samford said. “Everything 
else falls way far behind.”

She said 47 percent said 
employment is their top pri-
ority and 64 percent said 
housing is their top priority.

Things the chamber needs 
to work on: “Recruit more 
business: 55 percent; 
improving housing quality, 
45 percent; upkeep of build-
ings, 38 percent,” Samford 
said.

As of the chamber meet-
ing, she said 42 individuals 
responded to the survey.

Demographic breakdown 
by age:

18-30: 12 percent
30-50: 50 percent
50-65: 12 percent
65+: 30 percent
“Eighty one percent live in 

Marquette, the other 19 are 
area residents,” Samford 
said. “I think it’s fairly repre-
sentative of the community, 
based on demographics.”

She ran through what 
community members viewed 
as assets, which include 
childcare, volunteerism and 
recreation/events.

Samford said participants 

had the opportunity to write 
in comments, suggestions or 
feedback. Some of the items 
included requesting a dog 
park, asking for city codes to 
be enforced, a facelift for the 
park and beautification on 
the north and south ends of 
town. Feedback also includ-
ed improving sidewalks and 
being more inclusive of The 
Art Room and disc golf 
course.

Fred Peterson asked if the 
results could be given to the 
city council.

Cassidy Gerlach asked if 
the chamber could compile 
email lists and create a 
chamber newsletter to send 
out.

Samford said the next step 
is for the chamber to form a 
committee to help craft the 
strategic plan. 

“It was kind of fun the last 
time we did it,” she said. 

City council member 
Hank Kugelman reminded 
chamber members the goals 
take both time and resourc-
es.

“A lot of that is not as easy 
as you think it is,” he said. 
“Tearing down houses, con-
demning houses — just the 
lawyers involved — getting 
it done is astronomical. The 
town does not have that 
kind of money.”

Samford said she would 
like to see the chamber 
explore creative solutions to 
these obstacles.

The committee will meet 
and work on a document to 
present to the chamber at a 
future meeting.

“We’ll give updates and 
hope to have something by 
summer to vote on,” she said.

Survey says ...
By KAREN BONAR
Marquette Tribune

While 
Christmas is 
not for 

almost nine months, 
Christmas decorations 
were discussed and 
approved during the Feb. 
26 Marquette Chamber 
of Commerce meeting.

Janis Larson showed 
off a large snowflake 
craft created from white 
hangers. 

“They have some at 
the liquor store — stars 
with lights on them. I 
thought if we put them 
in the window of each 
business, it would look 
good,” she said. “They’re 
made out of hangers; it 
doesn’t cost very much. 
You can make smaller 
ones with the smaller 
hangers.”

Chamber President 
Hayley Samford said 
about $400 is left from 
the anonymous donation 
for Christmas decora-
tions. 

Chamber Vice 
President Stan Von 
Strohe said the bid to 
craft more candy canes 
and poles with lights is 
$620. Chamber mem-
bers approved the bid 
for the downtown deco-
rations. 

In other business:
• Samford reported 

the chamber did not get 
a grant for downtown 
improvements.

“We didn’t get selected 
for that because we got 
tourism funds from the 
state two years ago,” she 

said. “We still might be 
able to complete the 
bench project.”

Samford said Von 
Strohe has extra lumber 
that could be used for 
the project.

• Tree-related issues 
were also discussed. 

Samford said she 
thinks the chamber 
could cover the cost to 
plant new trees. She 
proposes planting trees 
in the empty spots 
downtown in the fall. 

“(We) will wait on 
(planting) trees for now, 
but will work on bench-
es,” Samford said.

Von Strohe said he 
will attend the  next city 
council meeting to dis-
cuss tree trimming and 
removal with the coun-
cil.

“Hank (Kugelman) 
has been talking about 
getting rid of the bigger 
trees, especially the one 
by the library,” Von 
Strohe said. “I’m going 
to go to the council and 
see what they think 
about sometime in 
March having a service 
get rid of those trees.”

He suggested leaving 
the trees in front of City 
Sundries and the senior 
center in place because 
residents enjoy the 
shade while sitting out-
side.

• Von Strohe said the 

new welcome sign on 
the side of the Three 
Rivers Ag building will 
be installed in the next 
few weeks. The cost will 
be about $125.

He also said the sign 
by the lake will be 
swapped once the 
ground dries enough.

• Larson said she will 
attend a grant-writing 
workshop.

• A committee was 
formed to plan the 
Easter egg hunt, which 
will be April 19. 

• Samford said the 
chamber will host a 
highway cleanup south 
of town. All are invited 
to meet at 5 p.m. March 
19 at the Smoky Valley 
Distillery. Gloves, bags 
and safety vests will be 
provided. In case of rain, 
the backup day is March 
26. 

• A committee was 
formed to help plan the 
alumni banquet, which 
is Saturday, May 24.

• The chamber’s 
Dueling Pianos 
fundraiser, which was 
Feb. 28, was sold out. A 
story will follow in a 
future issue of The 
Tribune.

• Dixon Johnson said a 
group from Farmer’s 
Alliance was visiting the 
Kansas Motorcycle 
Museum Feb. 26.

“I’m trying to apply 

for the tourism grant. 
Deadline is April 1,” he 
said. “Rural areas are 
where money is needed. 
We’ve got more people 
coming from out of state 
and out of the country 
who come to the motor-
cycle museum. We do a 
lot to bring tourism to 
the state of Kansas.

• Linda Johnson said 
the Riverview Estates 
potato bar will be March 
15. She also said Piper’s 
Fine Foods is offering 
hot lunches. 

• Kugelman said he 
continues to work on 
improvements at the 
senior center.

• Cassidy Gerlach said 
she is considering offer-
ing a social media semi-
nar for small businesses 
sometime in April.

She also asked if the 
community would con-
sider a recreational event 
in addition to, or in 
place of, Marquette 
Monday. 

“If we did recreational 
things — kickball, soft-
ball, things like that — I 
think will help with 
community involve-
ment,” she said.

• City Clerk Derek 
Graham said the bath-
rooms at the ball fields 
are open now that heat-
ers and cameras are 
installed. 

• Larson said events at 
the senior center are not 
limited to seniors; all 
adults are welcome. 

She also said the quilt 
block of the month will 
resume in March.

See CHAMBER, Page 3

“We still might be able to complete 
the bench project.”

Hayley Samford
Marquette Chamber of Commerce President


