
Church 
community 
inspired to 
continue building 
improvements 
By Karen Bonar
Marquette Tribune

Under a bright 
sun, the after-
noon was punc-

tuated by the sound of 
nail guns installing a 
new roof on Valley 
Community Church.

“It needed to be done 
from the hail damage 
quite a while ago,” Valley 
Community Church pas-
tor Kenny Baumann said. 

The community took 
its time, he said, figuring 
out what type of roof to 
install.

“It was the tippoint 
point,” he said, adding 
the roof project made 
the congregation realize 
it wishes to make addi-
tional improvements. 
“We are desiring to 
change out the doors 
and windows. These are 
goals of ours to freshen 
up the place some more. 
We’re doing little-by-lit-
tle here. 

“When we were look-
ing at the roof, it lit a 
fire under us. We could 
see so much more we 
could be doing for this 
building.”

Baumann said he has 
been pastor for about 
three years. 

“It’ been neat to see 
the growth overall, see-
ing people want to be 
part of the church more,” 
he said. “We’ve had some 
spiritual growth. Our 
fellowship has taken off. 

Our involvement has 
taken off. People want to 
do more and invest more 
into the church.

“More people have 
started to come. New 
families come join … it’s 
been neat to see that 
growth.”

In practical terms, 
Baumann said Vaction 
Bible School will contin-
ue this summer. 

“We really enjoy doing 
the motorcycle rally and 
VBS,” he said. “The peo-
ple within the church are 
helping more with that, 
which is what a pastor 

wants to see — a fire lit 
underneath of them.”

Baumann said it’s 
important for the church 
to be available and acces-
sible to the community.

“We want to use that 
building for the commu-
nity, too. We want to be 
a good steward of it,” he 
said. “We want the 
church to be a light in 
the community. 

“It’s taking time, but 
it’s neat to see what the 
Lord has done within 
the church. We want 
that to expand into the 
community.” 
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Did you know? 

• You can receive your 
Tribune as an on-line 

version as well as the print 
copy? 

• The Tribune is on Facebook?
• The Tribune has its own 

section at 
www.indyrepnews.com? Check us out today!
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A worker replaces the roof on Valley Community Church March 26.

Roof replacement

A worker moves roofing materials at Valley 
Community Church March 26.

Workers re-roof Valley Community Church.

By Karen Bonar
Marquette Tribune

Chamber of 
Commerce mem-
bers heard an 

update about the 
Marquette Community 
Foundation during the 
March 26 meeting.

“We thought after 
Match Week it would be 
good to share how the 
fund is doing,” said Becky 
Goss, the CEO of the 
McPherson Community 
Foundation. She will retire 
at the end of the year and 
is working with her succes-
sor to ensure a smooth 
transition.

Goss said there are a few 
options for the fund, which 
began a year ago.

She pointed out other 
communities in the area 
have focused on bolstering 
their community founda-
tions. 

Goss said Moundridge 
began its fund in 2010, and 
now it is close to $1 mil-
lion in unrestricted funds.

“You have to decide as a 
community if $1 million is 
what your goal is,” she said. 
“Does it make sense? 
Could we use $50,000 a 
year in helping our com-
munity? If the answer is a 
resounding yes, let’s get 
busy and get it up to the 
$1 million.”

It is a lofty goal, Goss 
admits, but the McPherson 
Community Foundation 
can assist with strategic 
conversations.

“One area we haven’t 
really developed was 

planned gifts — people 
leaving something to the 
fund in their estate,” she 
said. 

Goss said a portion or 
percent of an estate can be 
left to the McPherson 
Community Foundation 
for use by the Marquette 
Community. 

“If you get a couple of 
estate gifts worth $100,000 
or $200,000, it is definitely 
possible. Be thinking about 
that,” she said.

Estate gifts can be land, 
stock, vehicles or art.

“The policy is as soon as 
it’s received, we sell it and 
put the money into the 
fund,” she said. “We don’t 
keep the asset itself.”

Goss said in additional 
to unrestricted funds, spe-
cific nonprofits can form 
organizational funds under 
the umbrella of the com-

munity foundation.
“The advantage of the 

organizational funds, it 
gives a resource for those 
organizations,” Goss said.

Chamber of Commerce 
President Hayley Samford 
said the Marquette 
Community Foundation 
began with one simple 
goal: “It’s to directly benefit 
the people of Marquette,” 
she said.

Currently, the Marquette 
Community Foundation 
has $16,597.32 in its fund. 
This includes recent com-
munity donations, but not 
forthcoming matching 
funds. The foundation is 
accepting applications 
through May 15 for proj-
ects that will benefit 
Marquette. 

Samford said grant 
applications can be for 
operational or material 

expenses.
Resident Janis Larson 

discussed community 
needs, such as improving 
the sidewalks downtown. 

“You can do more things 
like sidewalk projects, 
more community-focused 
(with unrestricted funds),” 
Goss said. “I’m excited for 
you to develop this fund. I 
think you have a really 
good base. We need to 
keep working on it and 
keep working on ‘what’s 
next?’”

 In other business:
• Dixon Johnson said he 

submitted a grant applica-
tion to help pay for a pro-
posed mural for the Kansas 
Motorcycle Museum.

Other murals in town 
were discussed.

“Maybe we should get a 
group together to finish 
the park mural before the 

pool opens,” Samford said. 
“It’s been two years; it’s 
time to finish it up.”

• Samford said the stra-
tegic plan committee has a 
working rough draft.

“We’re making progress, 
but not ready to bring 
something to the larger 
group,” she said. 

• Registration is open 
for the all-alumni ban-
quet. Lunch will be served 
May 24 for a suggested 
$15 donation. 
Reservations are request-
ed by May 9.

Reservations may be 
made online at the cham-
ber’s website at https://
www.marquettekschamber.
com/events.

Reservations may also be 
made at the senior center.

• The Easter Egg Hunt 
will begin at 10:30 a.m. 
April 19 in downtown 
Marquette.

• Chamber Vice President 
Stan Von Strohe said tree 
cleanup day was scheduled 
to begin March 31.

“It will be two days at 
least,” he said. 

The plan is to work on 
the trees downtown March 
31, then move to the park 
and finish up with individ-
ual homes. Residents had 
the option to pay $150 per 
hour for tree removal.

• Von Strohe said he met 
with Allan Lindfors about 
the historical walking tour 
of downtown.

“He already has an 
explanation of all the 
buildings,” Von Strohe said. 
“We gave him an app. He’s 
going to record every one 

on the app.”
Once recorded, Samford 

said she will compile a 
website and prepare the 
QR codes. The codes will 
be affixed to the building 
or window and visitors can 
scan them with a smart-
phone to learn more about 
the building, site or attrac-
tion.

• Samford said she is 
updating the chamber 
website. Residents need to 
send event information and 
updates to her.

• The Marquette 
Learning Center has two 
full-time positions open. 

• Resident Fred Peterson 
reminded everyone the clo-
sure of Highway 141 will 
re-route Kanopolis Lake 
traffic toward the 
Marquette area. He asked 
if there is a way to capital-
ize on the additional traf-
fic.

• Larson, of the senior 
center, inquired about a 
flier with information 
about specific businesses 
and hours being available 
for out-of-town visitors. 
Von Strohe said he pro-
vides information to visi-
tors who stay overnight. 

• Chamber Secretary 
Teri Hansen said The 
Ranch House has extra 
pizzas from Tony’s Pizza 
for families in need. 
Community members can 
contact Lori Alstatt.

The next chamber of 
commerce meeting is at 
noon Wednesday, April 30, 
at the Smoky Valley 
Distillery. Bring your own 
lunch.
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Janis Larson, far left, talks with Becky Goss, far right (standing) during the 
Marquette Chamber of Commerce March 26 at the Smoky Valley Distillery.

Chamber hears updates on community foundation


