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Chock Hefner and Sally Hefner take the field
during the softball tournament.

Co-ed softball tourney hits home run

BY KAREN BONAR

Marquette Tribune

or the first time in
F the history of the

Marquette Co-Ed
Softball Tournament, a
local(ish) team competed.

In the stands, a quartet
of girls shouted for the
Hits for Brains team.

“They yell at us, so we
yell at them,” 12-year-old
Laney Johnson,
Lindsborg, said.

The girls play club
sports together, so they
sat and shouted encour-
agement and pointers at
their parents on the field.

Audrey Seely,
Marquette, helped orga-
nize the team of
Marquette and Lindsborg
residents.

“We were at a basket-
ball tournament for our
girls,” she said.“We were
at a sport event and it
popped up. We said, ‘Yeah
we can throw a team
together.”

This is the first time
the parents have coordi-
nated on the field.

“Two on our team had
experience in slow-pitch
softball tournament,’
Seely said. “The rest of us
are parents who wanted
to get on the field instead
of watching our kids on
the field.”

The team went 0-3 for
the tournament.

“We did better than I
thought we were going to
do,” Seely said.

There were some mem-
orable moments during
the tournament.

“Chock (Hefner) hit-
ting an infield home run,’
she said. “Jason
(Johnson)’s tuck and roll
in the outfield and then
hearing our girls in the

stands. The ump laughed
about it

Bryan Bunch, who
umpired the games, is one
of the primary reason for
the tournament.

“Bryan Bunch wanted
to get it together,’
Marquette Recreation
Director Abbie Hudson
said. “He said would ump
for us if we put it on.

So, when she assumed
duties with the recreation
department, the tourna-
ment began.

The bracket maxes out
at six teams.

“Some of these teams
have been here since our
first year,” she said.

Once again, the #mud-
ducks team won the tour-
nament.

“We've had the same
winner four years,”
Hudson said. “It’s tradi-
tion.”

Even though it’s a small
field and a team routinely
dominates, the tourna-
ment is an annual high-
light for a group of
Dodge City residents.

Nick Nelson and his
team from Southwest
Kansas travel to
Marquette annually for
the tourney.

“It’s something relaxing,
chill, he said. “It’s a lot
more fun, not as competi-
tive. It’s one-field tourna-
ment, a lot of hanging out.”

Team members lounged
in camping chairs, played
hacky sack and enjoyed a
beverage or two through-
out the day.

“It’s really nice to come
and relax for once. It’s not
all about winning,’
Nelson said.

The team plays a few
times a week, and he said
often competes in tourna-
ments in Kansas City.
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Teams gather around vehicles with family and

friends between games.

Bill Kennedy pitches in the final game for the Hits

for Brains team.

Sometimes, his team trav-
els to Dallas or Florida
for softball tournaments.

“This is a good tourna-
ment for us to relax and
not play so competitively,’
he said.

The morning started
overcast.

“It was sweater weather
for sure,” Nelson said. “It
was cold and a little
windy. Now it’s hot.”

Hudson said she is
thankful the sun came
out and the temperatures
climbed.

“A couple of years ago it
was high of 48 or some-
thing, so we were happy
with the weather,” she

said.

Hudson said she enjoys

the event. She is proud
that “this is a tournament
they come back to every
year”

It’s also a benefit for the

community.

“Any opportunity for

the community to get out

is good,” she said.

Community support is
key for the event’s suc-
cess.

“My family helps me

out every year, which I am
very thankful for,” Hudson

said. “My cousin is doing
scoreboard and my mom
and grandma are doing
the concession stand.”
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Youth cheer on their parents March 29 during the Marquette Co-Ed Softball Tournament. From left are
Kinsley Seely, Marquette, Briley Boldra, Lindsborg, and Laney Johnson, Lindsborg.

The #mudducks win the co-ed softball
tournament for the fourth consecutive year.

For Seely, the tourna-
ment was an opportunity
for some fun, even if the
team’s record was 0-3.

“We were just parents
who wanted to play,” she
said.“We didn’t expect
there to be pros there

BY GREG DOERING
Special to the Tribune

A little over five years
ago, the world as we
know it changed forever
when COVID-19 swept
across the globe bringing
fear, uncertainty and dras-
tic countermeasures with
it. A lot has changed in
the half decade after we
collectively watched
“Tiger King” while keep-
ing a close eye on the sup-
ply of toilet paper.

While change isn't
always for the better,
there are plenty of other
places you can go if youd
like to rehash what soci-
ety got wrong five years
ago. Instead, I'd like to
celebrate one of the many
things that we gained
through the pandemic
that’s made life better
today: Shop Kansas
Farms.

A little over a month
into everyone staying at
home while supply chains
were straining to keep up
with an unfathomable
shift in where and what

we were eating, Rick
McNary's wife told him
she saw an empty meat
counter at the store earli-
er that day.

McNary understood
that food is often bought
at the grocery store but
comes from farmers and
ranchers, who were defi-
nitely still farming and
ranching. He grabbed his
laptop, opened up
Facebook and created a
group to connect shop-
pers with the farmers and
ranchers who produce the
food we eat.

It was the right solu-
tion at the right time.
More than 5,000 mem-
bers joined in the first 24
hours and that grew ten-
fold in the course of the
first week. Five years later,
Shop Kansas Farms is
still growing with more
than 170,000 members
consisting of consumers
looking for anything that
grows in Kansas and the
growers who can fulfill
their orders.

The group has expand-

Opinion
Still shopping

ed to a searchable website,
www.shopkansasfarms.
com, and live events like
the upcoming Market of
Farms at the Douglas
County Fairgrounds on
March 29. Other states
have even copied the
model to connect buyers
and sellers.

McNary’s background
as a pastor and in interna-
tional relief efforts cer-
tainly helped in creating
the viral sensation when
Shop Kansas Farms first
launched, as did timing.
But it’s grown because he
understood the group was
more than a mere market-
place.

It took off like a wild-
fire racing across the prai-
rie because five years ago,
everyone was isolated and
Shop Kansas Farms was a
community. One that
used modern tools to
connect us in familiar
ways.

Much as Shop Kansas
Farms reimagined how
shoppers purchase food
during the pandemic, it’s

also working to make the
supply chain more resil-
ient through another idea
from McNary. His
Harvest Hub model starts
with growers, but also
includes processors and
distributors at a local or
regional level.

McNary is always quick
to point out he has had
help, even early on, but he
has been the driving force
behind the growth and
evolution of Shop Kansas
Farms, and he still
adheres to one of the first
mandates adopted shortly
after creating the group:
to prosper farmers and
ranchers.

After five years of
learning and develop-
ment, the group is still
going strong. Farmers and
ranchers never stopped
growing during the pan-
demic, and thanks to
McNary, we were able to

keep shopping.

“Insight” is a weekly col-
umn published by Kansas
Farm Bureau.

Happy birthday!

If you look at the top
of page 1 of the paper,
you'll notice several
numbers. I'm specifically
talking about: Volume
140, No. 52.

With 52 weeks in the
year, this newspaper clos-
es the 140th year of the
publication of the
Marquette Tribune.

It astonishes me to
write those words.

This paper that you
hold in your hands has
been in print for more
than a century. That
completely boggles my
mind.

Our regular readers
will notice a few tweaks
or changes over the
course of the last six
months.

One of the most nota-
ble is the addition of
“Passages” on an occa-
sional basis. This was
inspired by our sister
paper, the Ellsworth
County Independent-
Reporter. In it, we share
historical tidbits from
previous papers.

I do not handle this

Karen
Bonar

Editor/
;'| Publisher

task for the I-R, but I do
for the Tribune.
Typically, I spend one
morning a month brows-
ing through old issues,
finding tidbits to share
with our readers.

It’s been amusing for
me to see Halloween cos-
tumes from decades past,
read honor rolls and who
shared an Easter meal at
the home of family or
friends.

I am humbled to be
part of this newspaper’s
history, but realize that it
isn’t about me. The entire
purpose of this paper is
to capture and document
the Marquette communi-
ty, year-in and year-out.

Cheers to another year,
friends.

Bonar is the editor/pub-
lisher of the Tribnune and
can be reached at kbonar@
indyrepnews.com.



