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An audience member holds bouquets for dancers during the May 3 recital at

the gymnasium.

Sandee Rodene, right, takes a video of her great-niece during the dance

recital May 3.

Students shine in spotlight

BY KAREN BONAR

Marquette Tribune

crowd filled the
gymnasium May 3
to enjoy the Spring

Dance Recital for the
Marquette Fine Arts
Center.

Under the direction of
dance teacher Monica
Wood, 38 students took
the stage to perform for
the crowd of well-wish-
ers.

“I've seriously loved
everything about my first
year!” she said. “I've obvi-
ously enjoyed getting to
teach my own two kiddos,
but I also feel like I've
gained 36 more kids this
year — and care for them
like they're my own!
Getting to be a small part
of the excitement when a
student welcomes a new
baby into their home or
loses their first tooth ... it’s
just the best.”

Nine dance numbers and
one solo were performed
before dads took the stage
with their daughters for a
rowdy, energetic dance to
“Gonna Make You Sweat
(Everybody Dance Now).”
There were so many duos
that Wood had to break
the dance up into two
groups.

“It’s probably been the
most heartwarming thing
to be a part of,” Wood said
of the daddy/daughter
dance. “The dads have gone
all-out with their outfits,
and seeing the smiles and
hearing the giggles during
rehearsals for that song
absolutely warmed my
heart. I even roped my own
dad into being a part of it,
which has been special!”

She grew up as a dancer
at the Marquette Fine Arts
Center and said her first
year as teacher has been
enjoyable,

“All of my formal studio
dance training was at this
studio, so that makes it
extra-special to come back
on the other side and pour
into a new generation of
kids,” Wood said. “It’s fun
to build relationships with
people I grew up with and

their children!

“MFAC is a unique
opportunity since it is a
smaller, one-room studio.
The teacher gets to create
and costumize every class
and schedule however they
desire and prioritize what
they believe is important. I
love that freedom and have
appreciated the chance to
individualize the experi-
ence as much as [ can as I
teach each class. I've sut-
prisingly enjoyed the mar-
keting side of things as
well”

The studio offers many
combo classes so students
can enjoy a mix of ballet
and tap or ballet and jazz.

“If numbers continue to
grow, I'll likely ofter differ-
ent styles in the future,’
Wood said. “MFAC is a
small, family-oriented
dance studio and prioritiz-
es making it an affordable,
more low-key studio expe-
rience. The majority of
dance studios in this area
are not only more expen-
sive, but also do competi-
tions and require more
time commitment through-
out the week.

“For me personally, espe-
cially as a mom, I am
super-passionate about
making things age appro-
priate, from costumes to

Jaycie Brady, 2, watches Maia Pracht’s
performance of “Waiting on a Miracle” during the
Marquette Fine Arts Center Spring Dance Recital.

Ella Yoder, 3, holds flowers for her sister during

the dance recital.

music and the overall envi-
ronment during class.
Majority of kids who pat-
ticipate in dance in the
younger years are just there
to have fun with their
friends and learn valuable
life lessons. My goal is to
offer quality instruction,
but also make it an enjoy-
able, positive space where
kids feel safe and free to be
themselves.”

Because it was her first
year, Wood said she wasn't
quite sure what to expect.
More than three dozen
students was a pleasant
surprise.

“It was super-exciting to
have unexpected enroll-
ment numbers that con-
tinued to grow throughout
the year,” she said. “That
posed some challenges and
rearranging of classes and

Cousins Harper Nelson and Lia Hopp celebrate a
successful recital with flowers and photos
following Saturday’s performance.
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One of the Level 2 classes performs to “Beauty and the Beast.” Pictured, from left, are Harper Nelson, Reghan Premer, Eira
Hoffman, Henley Spohn, Henley Willems, Ainsley Fink and Jaelynn Wardall.

schedules, so I'm super-
grateful for the gracious
families who changed
gears halfway through the
year.

“I'm a huge, detail-ori-
ented planner, so trying to
find a healthy balance of
that has been interesting
with all of the behind-the-
scenes work that goes into
something like this.

“I feel like this studio is
a hidden gem in the dance
world, and people are
starting to realize how spe-
cial it is to be a part of
something smaller. I've
always called Marquette
“home,” so it’s fun to still
be a part of the community
even though I'm not neces-
sarily a local anymore.”

While she grew up in
Marquette, Wood now
lives in McPherson.

Saturday afternoon’s per-
formance was the culmina-
tion of the students’ work
throughout the school
year.

“I hope the audience can
see the personal growth of
the dancers from the start
to finish of this year,”
Wood said.“There are a
lot of well-known songs, so
my hope is that it will be
an enjoyable experience for
anyone in attendance,
young and old.”

Songs ranged from “You
Are My Sunshine” by Kina
Grannis to “Ain’t No
Mountain High Enough”
by Mavin Gaye and Tammi
Terrell, as well as “Beauty
and the Beast” from the
popular children’s movie.

In addition to the danc-
es, Maia Pracht received
her five-year award.
Teaching assistant Emery
Manor was also recog-
nized.

With one year under her
belt, Wood said she is
looking forward to the
future.

“I'd love to put the stu-
dio on the map and help it
continue to grow and
evolve,” she said. “It’s funny
how my mindset and goals
have changed since taking
on this role, and God con-
tinues to blow me away.
I'm excited for another
year.”

The wiggles and giggles
aren't over during the sum-
mer, though. Wood said
she plans to offer a few
classes, including a day
camp for students ages 3-5,
as well as a mommy/
daughter class, adult dance
fitness classes and adult
hip hop class. Additional
details are on the
Marquette Fine Arts
Center Facebook page.

Dance teacher Monica Wood, right, helps prompt
dancers during their performance Saturday before
a full audience at the Marquette Gymnasium



