About two weeks ago, I
had the chance to return
to my roots.

I was invited to join the
team of The Leaven
newspaper at the
Archdiocese of Kansas
City in Kansas to photo-
graph the installation of
Archbishop Shawn
McKnight.

This was the fifth time
I had the opportunity to
photograph the installa-
tion of a bishop or arch-
bishop for the Catholic
media. While I no longer
work for any religious
institution (I told my par-
ents’ bishop when I saw
him, “I work for the
Godless, secular media
now”), I maintain friend-
ships with Catholic-based
editors from across the
country.

We knew almost a year
ago that KCK’s archbish-
op would have to submit
his letter for retirement,
which would be the first
domino to fall in a series
of events leading up to,
and including, the instal-
lation of a new archbish-
op.
Weekly newspaper pro-
duction is an exhaustive
task. When all of the prep-
aration that is involved in
transitioning in a new reli-
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gious leader, it’s a new level
of exhaustion. I assured my
friend and colleague I
would be available to assist
her team.

We worked together for
a previous project, the
return home of the
remains of Fr. Emil
Kapaun from the
National Memorial
Cemetery of the Pacific in
Hawaii to Kansas. Their
page designer is top-shelf
and definitely inspires me.
He also began to petition
for additional space when
my photos began to roll
in for the Father Kapaun
story. Any photographer
loves a page designer who
will advocate for more
space in the paper for
their work.

Deciding to join the
team for a special event
was easy. As I said, I've
had the opportunity to
photograph several instal-
lations, so I was familiar
with many of the moving
pieces of the puzzle.

Why am I mentioning
this on the pages of the
Tribune, miles away from
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KCK? It’s for one very
simple reason: I firmly
believe my time as the
editor of the Catholic
newspaper in Salina pre-
pared me for the task and
role I hold today. I con-
sider the Catholic press
my roots when it comes
to being a newspaper edi-
tor.

I'm sure I've previously
mentioned I never had
ambitions to become a
newspaper editor or pub-
lisher. I simply wanted to
become a photojournalist.

I had a professional,
freelance photographic
relationship with the dio-
cese. I helped my friend
(who was the Catholic
paper editor at the time)
by photographing ordina-
tions. It was my strength,
and allowed him to focus
on writing and design.

The first installation I
photographed with Doug
was in Oklahoma City,
when Archbishop Paul
Coakley was transferred
from Salina to Oklahoma.
Because I photographed
the soon-to-be archbish-
op for several years in
Salina, I wasn’t nervous.
My approach was very “fly
on the wall”

When a new bishop
was appointed in Salina,

Doug again asked me to
photograph.

This was slightly differ-
ent for several reasons.
First, the incoming bish-
op would be ordained,
then installed. The next
very noteworthy differ-
ence is that I was eight
months pregnant with
our son.

Ordinations tend to be
like class reunions. Clergy
gather, catch up and clus-
ter about. I used my
extremely large, pregnant
belly to cut a path through
the sea of white robes as I
navigated through the
assembled clergy to photo-
graph the ordination and
installation.

At the time, I couldn’t
have guessed that about
four years later, the bish-
op I photographed would
invite me to join his staff
as his newspaper editor.

It was a job I felt whol-
ly unqualified for.
Remember, I was “just a
photographer” While I
certainly could write (I
covered city government
for several years in Hays)
and I could design, I
hadn’t done so in several
years.

My husband, who also
has deep roots in journal-
ism, and I discussed the

topic in-depth before I
accepted the job.

I never expected to
work in newspaper man-
agement, yet there I was.

Several years later,
when the opportunity
came to move to the
Tribune, I knew my time
with the Catohlic paper
would transfer very
directly to the weekly,
secular paper. The best
part of the Tribune is
that I had coworkers, fel-
low staff members, with
decades of experience
they brought to the table.
Walking into a skilled
team is a joy.

I brought that same joy
to the installation in
KCK. I had worked with
several on the team
before, and knew we
would do amazing work
and have fun doing it.

If I'm being completely
honest, my favorite part
of the installation was not
during any of the formal
events. It was in the quiet
10 minutes or so I stole
to chit chat with the bish-
op (now an archbishop)
who first invited me to
become a newspaper edi-
tor.

We didn't talk any shop
about the event at hand.
We sat down and I had
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the chance to hear about
the new life he is charting
in Detroit. He had the
chance to hear a few fam-
ily updates, especially
about my son.

Yes, I definitely focused
all of my energy on pro-
ducing the best images I
could for the team. Yet, I
was also aware that it is
because of my work and
relationship with the
Catholic press that I sit
as editor of this paper
today.

I returned from my
time in KCK thankful for
the path that led me here,
and also excited for the
summer ahead.

There are definitely
times in my life I think “I'm
nowhere close to where I
thought I would be, but I
know I'm exactly where I
am supposed to be.”

This doesn't mean I
will do the job perfectly. I
will continue to learn and
grow into the position,
but I remain grateful for
the path that led me to
this point in life.

I'm glad I can share it
with you.

Bonar is the editor/publish-
er of the Tribune and can be
reached at kbonar@indy-

repnews.com.

BY KIM BALDWIN
Speical to the Tribune

The school year has
wrapped up for my two chil-
dren and summer break has
officially arrived. The weeks
leading up to those last days
of school for my elementary-
aged son and daughter were
filled with tests, final proj-
ects, field trips, locker clean
outs, a field day, a sixth grade
promotion and celebrations.

I imagine that after all of
those busy days, as they
waved to the children riding
off in their school buses for
the summer, my kids’ teach-

ers collectively collapsed into
their chairs exhausted. I
know that's what both of my
children did when they got
home following that last day
of school.

But for many high school
students and their teachers,
that moment of rest has not
happened quite yet. While
the school year in the class-
room has wrapped up, our
rural school district, just like
all of the other districts
throughout the state, is still
very open because of prepa-
ration for upcoming state
contests in athletics and FFA.

Once our school district

Time to rest

was dismissed for the sum-
mer, student athletes and
FFA members have contin-
ued to show up daily as
they've been preparing for
their regional and state
events,

I help our local FFA chap-
ter prepare students for their
state FFA events annually,
and this year it is evident
that a lot of students in our
rural school are very engaged
in many activities.

Students have come to the
agriculture classroom in the
mornings ready to study and
prepare for their FFA con-
tests. Following that time in
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the ag classroom, many will
immediately go to one of
their sports team practices to
prep for regional, and now
state, action.

Some teachers carry simi-
lar schedules as well by prep-
ping kids for state FFA and
then heading out to the field
to help coach an athletic
event,

Yes, for many high school-
ers, teachers and staff, sum-
mer break does not start for
at least another week.

I'm amazed at the dedica-
tion these students have by
attending multiple practices
daily. I'm even more

impressed with the focus
these kids have shown. It
seems as if they are prepping
for big, important high
school events all at the same
time right now and still
showing up daily trying to
give their all in every area.

As a volunteer, I appreciate
that these students come
ready to work with their ag
teacher and I daily, even
though their younger siblings
are already in summer break
mode. [ also appreciate the
focus these young adults
bring to our prep sessions
even though there are plenty
of distractions around them.

These teenagers manage
their time well and maximize
their output in pursuit of
continued growth and suc-
cess, and I wish them all the
best in the coming days of
multiple competitions.

And once their summer
break does begin, let’s be sure
to give these kids and their
coaches some well-deserved
and much-needed time to
rest.

Kim Baldwin is a
McPherson County farmer
and rancher. “Insight” is a
weekly column published by
Kansas Farm Bureau.
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indfors said,
despite being more
into history than

technology, he was excit-
ed to work on the proj-
ect.

“I just love history. The
chamber asked if I could
come up with this. I
wrote them up. We went
through and had to veri-
ty stuff;” he said. “It’s
interesting because some
of the buildings, down-
town for example, the big
one where the drug store
and bank ... well, it’s six
stores with the fine arts
and all. That was called
the Opera House Block
because there was an
opera house upstairs. We
even had William
Jennings Bryant back in
the 1890s come here.

“They want me to
record on my phone the
talking tour I've written
for each of the buildings.
We've tried to highlight
what’s here or what has
been here for people who
are returning to visit or
have never been here
before. We're going to do
one of each of those, so
that will be the QR code,
I think, and I will do the
narration on each of
those. They are shooting,
maybe in the next month
to put it together.

“We spent two or three
months going through
the old Marquette histo-
ry book. Probably the

worst thing will be me
recording myself and
then me saving it. They
showed me how to do it
... but I'm good with his-
tory. I'm not good with
technology.”

A variety of landmarks
and buildings will be on
the tour.

“Most of the tour is
downtown, and all the
buildings tell when each
one was built, what the
original use was and
what is there now,”
Lindfors said.“We have
our house and four or
five other houses around
town that are historical.
We put in the cemeteries
and the churches because
of the history.

The last stop on the
tour is No. 45: “West of
Town.” The Lutheran
Cemetery, located %2 mile
from town on 5th Street,
contains many of the
original Swedish settlers.
Many old headstones
contain the old Swedish
language, including the
ornate Victorian iron
gate.

Lindfors said it took
several weeks of research
to prepare the script.

“It’s been a labor of love
for this house and the
history of Marquette,” he
said. “It probably took
three or four weeks. I
went through the book.
But the history book only
goes through about 1978,
so I had to do the
research of what hap-
pened next, going through

the old Tribunes.”

Samford is pleased with
the progress of the proj-
ect.

“I'm proud of every-
thing we've accomplished.
I think we've done a lot of
really cool things,” she
said. “T guess our town is
just good at doing a lot
with a little. Marquette
has always been a real
scrappy town. They've
been able to look at some-
thing people might not
think anything about and
figure out what we can do
to make this better or
what we can do to make
this an attraction. To
increase the quality of life
for more people. That'’s
something I really
admire.”

While the script is writ-
ten, Samford said that
doesn’t mean it can't be
added to.

“I would tell the people
of Marquette is that once
this is launched, if a his-
torical property that they
know about and have a
lot of information on
isn't in that list, just let
the chamber know and
give us the info you have
on that that property
that’s historical and we
can add it to the tour as
well,” she said. “It’s a real
opportunity to crowd-
source this site too. We
are always open to hear-
ing feedback from other
people, especially if they
have information that we
can use to put something
together.”



