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Historic photos from the original owners of the
drive-in hang on the concession stand wall.

ew

BY KAREN BONAR

Marquette Tribune

ANOPOLIS —
As the smell of
popcorn wafted

through the air, Kylee and
Courtney Maddox waited
their turn in the conces-
sion line at the Kanopolis
Drive-In.

As the sisters waited
for snacks June 20, they
exclaimed about the
updates to the stand. The
floors. The counter. The
decor.

“It was just so different.
It was well-put together.
Everythmg was new,’
Kylee said.“I loved that
the concession stand was
in one door, out the
other. Everything was
thought of”

The pair worked at the
drive-in concession stand
last summer.

“I love that the bath-
rooms are not connected
to the concession stand,”
Kylee said. “It was always
confusing trying to tell
who was in the bathroom
line and who was in the
concession line, The bath-
room lines were always

really long/”

hese improve-
ments are exactly
what owners

Tyson Moyer and his
wife, Jessica Eagle-Moyer,
hoped to achieve.

“It’s been trial and error
for us to figure out how
we are navigating the
business,” Jessica said as
she assembled the newly-
purchased cotton candy
machine before the Friday
night show.

A row of adirondack chairs is ready for visitors
June 20 at the Kanopolis Drive-In.

Kylee and Courtney Maddox go through the

concession line.

owners dive in to drive-in

The duo purchased the
business from previous
owners, Josh and Amanda
Webb, in the fall. They
hoped to build on the
previous success of the
drive-in.

Once they owned it,
Jessica said they knew
improvement and expan-
sion was on the horizon.
She said they attended
the annual United Drive-
In Theatre Owners
Association Convention
in Florida in January.

“It was a very big
moment for us education
wise to learn a lot more
about the drive-in movie
industry,” she said.“I
don’t think people realize
how many moving parts
there are to a drive-in.

Very quickly, the new
owners realized a new
2-inch water line would
be key to adding a 24-by-
14 addition.

“The first step was
emptying out the conces-
sion stand,” Jessica said.
“We knew there needed
to be an infrastructure
overhaul to bring things
up-to-date.

“Opening walls, we
realized we had to
upgrade the electric,
plumbing, add insulation.”

Improving the quality
of the experience was
important.

“Customers said over
and over ‘concessions take
too long,” Jessica said.
“We set out to fix it.
Getting people in and out
quickly. That is how we
ended up with the style
of concession we did.”

Visitors enter on the
north side, work their
way along the concession
countet, pay and exit on
the south side of the
building. Bathrooms are
accessed from the parking

lot rather than directly
through the concession
stand waiting space.

“We knew it had to be
one entrance in, one exit
out,” Jessica said.“We
were pushed to the brink
last weekend — we were
sold out on Saturday
(June 14) — that hap-
pening helps us see our
concession is very effi-
cient now. We can handle
quite a bit, getting people
taken care of”

Even when the drive-in,
which can comfortably fit
about 160 cars, sells out,
Jessica said walk-ins are
welcome.

“People can bring their
lawn chairs, sit in the
grass,” she said.

hile the con-
cession stand
is new — and

See DRIVE-IN Page 4
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The new 24-by-14 addition to the Kanopolis Drive-In concession stand is attached to the original concession stand. The addition
features new restrooms with exterior entrances.

File photo
Jessica Eagle-Moyer and her husband, Tyson
Moyer, purchased the Kanopolis Drive-In in the
fall and continue to make improvements.

Youth reading program

ids gathered in
Kthe designated
children’s area of

the Marquette
Community Library at 10
a.m., sitting next to
friends and peers from
the Marquette Learning
Center.

“This week is about
painting and drawing,’
Library Director Mary
Kay Lindh said, sitting in
front of the class.

Thirty-three kids par-
ticipated in the
Collaborative Summer
Library Program at the
library July 2, a summer
reading program spon-
sored by the state. This
year, the theme is “Color
Your World”

“I change up some of
the themes sometimes
because they don't work
out with the books I have
or ideas that I think will
work very well,” Lindh
said. “I was a teacher for
multiple years, so it’s easi-
er for me to come up with
ideas”

With a few books cho-

sen for the day and some
videos, including one
about how to draw, Lindh
guided the children
through the hour-long
session.

“It helps keep their
attention if you alternate
between books and sto-

ries is what I have figured
out,” Lindh said.“With
the collaborative reading
program, you can go
online and order different
prizes and things like that
to give out also — like
the book lights were one
of them. They always

brings color to summer

“Some parents just don’t have time
to take Rids to the library, so they
Rind of get to learn what a library
is and what it looks like, and say
‘Oh, there’s books here, and there’s
toys and games and things
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Mary Kay Lindh reads to the summer reading program kids July 2.

leave with some kind of a
prize at the end of the
session. It lasts for 45
minutes to an hour, and
then they can just go.”
Most of the summer
reading attendance con-
sists of children from the
learning center. Each

Jor us to do.
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Mary Kay Lindh
Marquette Community Library Director

Wednesday, the kids walk
from Marquette
Elementary School and
participate in the pro-
gram before walking to
kids’ lunch.

“Right now, we've got
around 36 kids basically
that we bring up here,”
said Hollie Krause, learn-
ing center lead teacher for
ages kindergarten to sixth
grade.“Some are country
kids, some are from
Lindsborg, the surround-
ing area”

Krause said the main
reason the learning center
participates in the pro-

gram is so that “town kids”
can have the opportunity
to engage with stories.

“Most of your town
kids are in school during
the school year,” Krause
said. “But in the summer-
time, they’re out doing
stuff too, so they need the
opportunity to be able to
come to story hour

Each year, the library
receives a donation of
$200 to run the program,
but Lindh said the
amount isn't enough.

“The program is fund-

See READING Page 3



