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News
DRIVE-IN

Continued from Page 1

expanded — it was 
important to the owners 
to maintain the nostalgia 
of the Kanopolis Drive-In.

On the walls is a mix-
ture of the old and new. 
The current week’s movie 
posters are prominently 
visible, as are photos of 
the original owner, Tony 
Blazina, who built the 
facility in 1952. 

“Tony is on the wall, 
looking at the screen. We 
have honored him and his 
family,” Jessica said. “The 
(Blazina) family has 
memorabilia they will 
donate to the drive-in. 
We are exited to get it 
from them.”

Also familiar is the wall 
of licence plates, a touch 
added by previous owner 
Josh Webb.

One of the new addi-
tions to the concession 
stand is the popcorn 
machine. Jessica said the 
retro 1960s machine took 
up valuable counter space.

“The other was harder 
to clean. It didn’t produce 
as quickly as this 
machine,” she said. “We 
decided to implement a 
new popcorn machine 
with an automated oil 
dispenser. It’s a little safer 
for the kids when they’re 
doing popcorn. It keeps 
the popcorn fresher. Now 
we can keep popcorn 
moving.”

A classic popcorn 
warmer was also pur-
chased from a drive-in 
that closed. 

While the familiar 
machine from the ’60s 
isn’t in use at the 
moment, it is still part of 
the drive-in’s legacy.

“We will put that in 
another spot in the drive-
in facilities,” Jessica said. 
“We are excited to repur-
pose some of the vintage 
items.”

Also repurposed, but 
from another drive-in, is 
the ticket booth and new-
ly-added slushy booth. 
Both were purchased 
from the Twin Drive-In 
Theatre, Independence, 
Mo., upon its closure.

“We wanted to bring in 
elements original to other 
facilities,” Jessica said of 
drive-ins that are no lon-
ger open. “All of the drive-
ins try to connect — to 

see who needs what, how 
can we salvage and save 
pieces (when someone 
closes).”

Until recently, the 
drive-in was a 
work in progress. 

An operating work in 
progress, but still not 
complete. 

“Our bathroom stalls 
shipped and got lost. 
Nobody could find them, 
track them, nobody knew 
where they were,” Jessica 
said. “(In the spring), we 
had setback after setback. 
They flaked and we didn’t 
get countertops. We had 
to find another manufac-
turer (on short notice).”

As opening weekend 
loomed May 23, she said 
the couple had to make 
swift decisions. 

“Disney forced us,” 
Jessica said of opening 
weekend. 

The plan was to begin 
the season with “Lilo & 
Stitch,” but delaying 
opening wasn’t an option. 

“Disney would not give 
us a waiting week. We 
had to play it,” she said. 
“The studios dictate a lot 
of how things happen at 
the drive-in. They also 
take 60-90 percent of 
ticket sales. The majority 
of the time it’s 70 percent.

“That’s why we have a 
strict rule about no out-
side food or drink. How 

we keep the drive-in open 
is through the concession 
stand. That’s why we 
invested a lot into the 
concession, so the drive-
in will continue to be via-
ble.”

She added patrons have 
an option to purchase a 
food ticket to bring in 
outside food and drinks, 
which helps offset lost 
revenue from snack sales.

“This is a big bargain 
for families. You’re getting 
two movies for $9 for an 
adult,” Jessica said.

While “the show must 
go on,” the drive-in’s bath-
room stalls continued to 
be lost in transit. The 
owners quickly pivoted to 
make opening weekend a 
reality.

“Those porta potties 
were traumatizing,” 
Jessica said. “Not what we 
wanted for opening the 
drive-in, but we had to 
run with it.”

As the sun sunk 
below the hori-
zon, Nate Naasz 

sat with his family and 
waited for “How to Train 
Your Dragon” to begin.

“It’s cool to sit here and 
see all the tags from other 
states and counties,” he 
said. “We take it for 
granted because it’s right 
in our backyard.” 

The family lives in 
Ellsworth, and June 20 

was the family’s first trip 
for the season.

A few rows back, 
Minneapolis residents 
Will and Kharizma 
Clever prepare for the 
evening with Rory 
Blochinger and Victoria 
Isaacs. 

“We came out to see 
the renovations,” Will 
said. “I like what they did, 
extending the conces-
sions.” 

This was the couple’s 
first visit of the season.

“I like the vintage feel it 
maintained with the ren-
ovations,” Kharizma 
added.

Wendie Bolon relaxed 
in a lounge chair, reading 
a book as she and her 
husband, Lenard, waited 
for the show to begin.

The couple recently 
moved to Bennington 
from Illinois.

“When we moved to 
Kansas, I had to find out 
where the closest drive-in 
theater was,” Wendie said. 
“For small-town living, 
this is fantastic. The peo-
ple are really nice. Patrons 
are nice and polite.”

Friday was the family’s 
second trip to the drive-in 
since moving to Kansas.

“The guy at the gate is 
hilarious and their social 
media is a hoot,” Wendie 
added. 

The often dark-
humored social media 

page features tales of woe 
from construction, as well 
as “Tales From the Lot.” A 
recent rendition of “Tales 
From the Lot” included 
an “art gone wrong edi-
tion” after the newly-
installed bathrooms were 
mistreated by patrons.

“We want it to be fun, 
we want people to know 
what’s going on, we want 
to keep it light-hearted,” 
Jessica said. “Everything 
we are putting out is 
things that are happen-
ing.”

The darker humor was 
introduced when the 
Webbs owned the drive-
in, and continues to draw 
interest.

“It builds engagement, 
interest, attracts people to 
come to our drive-in,” 
Jessica said. “There are a 
lot of old-timers that run 
drive-ins, so we want to 
do something a little dif-
ferent.”

Regular readers of the 
social media sagas will 
recognize characters 
Brenda and Carl.

“Brenda is the persona 
of everybody driving by,” 
Jessica said. “That’s what 
keeps it fun. Is Brenda a 
person?”

She said the local inter-
est was high during con-
struction and the weeks 
leading up to opening 
weekend. 

“People would sit out-

side the fence, look in or 
walk in,” Jessica said.

Many of the 
updates and 
upgrades are up 

and running, yet a few 
items linger. 

“When we decided to 
start loading all of our 
movies and getting the 
internet upgraded, we 
noticed our server wasn’t 
working,” Jessica said. 
“Come to find out, our 
entire server for the pro-
jector went down. We 
lost all of the content that 
was original to the drive-
in that was original for 
the last 14 years.”

Lost content included 
the vintage 10-minute 
intermission reel with the 
old dancing hotdog. The 
reels, which the Webb 
family purchased from 
the Blazina family, were 
converted to digital when 
the Webbs upgraded the 
projector in 2013. 

“The music, the com-
mercials, the sponsor-
ships, intermission … all 
of those things that were 
special and unique to the 
drive-in are all lost,” 
Jessica said. “Everything 
was stored on the main 
server. You have to con-
vert everything to that 
server.

“Josh (Webb, previous 
owner) has been going 
through his stuff to see if 
he has anything. He has 
been immensely helpful 
in trying to get content 
sent back over. He has 
found a couple of things, 
but not everything.”

With the sum-
mer solstice 
behind them, 

the Moyers are settling 
into life as drive-in own-
ers and operators.  

“I think the biggest sur-
prise has been the people 
— how warm and wel-
coming everyone has 
been,” Jessica said. “We’ve 
had an awesome team. 
They shine.”

While many of the 
major hurdles are behind 
them, growth is some-
thing the owners hope to 
accomplish.

“(We’re) looking for-
ward to seeing what this 
grows into,” she said. 
“There will be a lot more 
things to come to the 
drive-in.”
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Among this year’s new additions is the slushy stand. The slushy stand, as well as the ticket sales booth 
were purchased and transported from a drive-in that closed.

Brief
Man arrested for 
alleged threat

A Marquette man was 
arrested July 2 for alleg-
edly making threats on 
TikTok against the 
Marquette Learning 
Center.

Steven Patrick, a 
53-year-old Marquette 

resident, was arrested on 
July 2, according to a 
media release from the 
Marquette Police 
Department. The release 
states the department 
was notified of a TikTok 
video threatening the 
Marquette Learning 
Center at approximately 
6:50 p.m. July 2. Patrick 
allegedly threatened to 

harm the children in 
attendance.

The McPherson 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
investigated the allega-
tion, which led to 
Patrick’s arrest. He is 
charged with aggravated 
criminal threat - cause 
terror, evacuation or dis-
ruption, and criminal 
threat - cause terror, evac-

uation or disruption, and 
is held at the McPherson 
County Jail on a $150,000 
bond.

According to booking 
records, Patrick’s initial 
appearance on aggravated 
criminal threat and crimi-
nal threat will be 10:45 
a.m. July 11 in 
McPherson County 
District Court. 

By karen bonar
The Marquette Tribune

KANOPOLIS 
LAKE — Search 
and rescue crews 

worked for more than a 
day to recover two swim-
mers who drowned July 3.

Ellsworth County 
Sheriff Kenny Bernard 
said three individuals 
were swimming near a 
boat July 3, when the 
boat drifted away in the 
wind. 

Reagen Dalke, a 
14-year-old girl, made it 

to shore with the assis-
tance of another camper. 
She was initially taken to 
Lindsborg Community 
Hospital, then airlifted to 
Wichita in serious condi-
tion. 

Multiple emergency 
response agencies 
responded to the 7:21 
p.m. call July 3.

According to Bernard, 
the trio was swimming 
south of Kimble Point. 

“They were 500-600 
yards out,” he said.

Dalke was rescued near 
Kimble Point.

“She was swimming 
with the flow of the 
wind,” Bernard said.

While Dalke was res-
cued Thursday night, the 
search for her father, 
40-year-old Jerrod Dalke, 
and 14-year-old friend 
Khloe Hein, continued. 
Three dive teams assisted 
with the recovery efforts.

The bodies of Jerrod 
Dalke and Hein were 
recovered at 12:45 p.m. 
July 5.

Agencies who assisted 
with the response, search 
and rescue efforts were 
McPherson Fire 
Department, Great Bend 
Fire Department, Saline 
County Sheriff ’s 
Mounted Patrol and 
Rescue Squad, Ellsworth 
County Sheriff ’s Office, 

Lyons Police Department, 
Marquette EMS, 
Lindsborg EMS, 
McPherson EMS, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, 
Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks, the 
Kansas Highway Patrol, 
McPherson County 
Emergency Management 
and Ellsworth County 
Emergency Management.

McPherson County 
Dispatch and Ellsworth 
County Dispatch coordi-
nated communication for 
rescue efforts.

Bernard said he was at 
the lake ahead of the hol-
iday weekend. 

“We had heavy winds 
blowing,” he said. “There 
weren’t many boats on 
the water because of the 
wind conditions at that 

time (Thursday).”
Three dive teams 

assisted with the recovery 
efforts. Teams were in the 
water most of July 4, 
searching.

“The winds picked up 
earlier,” Bernard said. “We 
had to pull our dive 
squads out because of the 
wind. They use kayaks 
for diving — they were 
taking on water because 
the waves were that high.

“Our divers are in water 
— they said there was 
roughly 6 inches of 
vision. They were using 
lights to work their way 
along.”

The rocky north shore 
made work slow. 

“Persons can float and 
get trapped under there 
because of the rough, 

rocky edge of the north 
shore,” he said. 

With the holiday week-
end, Bernard said the lake 
was filled with visitors. 

“The citizens at the 
lake were very coopera-
tive,” he said. “They knew 
what was going on. I had 
people asking questions, 
wanting to know what 
they could do.”

In addition to visitors, 
Bernard said boaters 
offered assistance.

“We had fisherman that 
have advanced sonar 
equipment in their 
(boats) ... they volun-
teered their equipment,” 
he said. 

Bernard said the last 
drowning at Kanopolis 
Lake was about eight 
years ago. 

605 W. Lincoln, Lindsborg
Clinic: 785-227-3371

Hospital: 785-227-3308
www.lindsborghospital.org
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July is UV Safety Month
Protect your skin and eyes from
harmful UV rays.

Wear sunscreen, sunglasses, and seek 
shade when outdoors.

Your skin is
worth protecting—
every day.

Two drown at Kanopolis Lake


