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EMS tax question on ballot

BY CATHERINE DOUD

Marquette Tribune

arquette area
voters will con-
sider a pro-

posed half-percent ambu-
lance sales tax in the
November general elec-
tion. A resolution calling
a special election was
adopted by McPherson
County Commissioners
Aug. 18.

The county-wide tax
would provide funding
for McPherson,
Lindsborg and
Moundridge EMS and
for Rural Fire District 1
at Canton and Rural Fire
District 2 at Marquette,
both of which provide
ambulance services. If
passed, the tax would
take effect April 1 and
have a five-year sunset
provision unless voters
approve an extension.

Scott Johnson,
Marquette City Council
member and fire board
member, explained the
difference in the proposed
tax.

“The way it works now,
area residents are paying
a mill levy through their
property tax. That’s how
we raise the revenue to
operate our EMS systems
throughout the county,’
Johnson said. “The coun-
ty actually came up with
the idea or plan that
maybe we should do
something different in the
way we fund these EMS
operations across the
county. The proposed
sales tax would be applied
to everyone who purchas-
es anything within the
county. That allows peo-
ple who don’t live here to
actually help pay for the
service, and they may uti-
lize the service. Where
the property tax route is
all a burden on the prop-

erty owners in the county,
it’s just a different way to
raise some revenue. It will
give the property owners
a little property tax relief.”

Johnson said he thinks
the proposed tax will be
fairer than the mill levy.

“The sales tax, I think,
is maybe a better way to
raise the revenue,” he
said. “If there weren't any
revenue from sales tax,
we would still just apply
the property tax mill levy,
but this way I think it
will help ensure that we
can keep these EMS ser-
vices fully-funded,
because right now, the
cost of operating keeps
going up, and the sales
tax will be based on
whatever the sales are in
the county. I think it is a
better alternative way. I
think it is a more fair way
to raise the revenue to
operate the EMS basic
services throughout the
county.’

Under the proposed
sales tax, revenue gener-

ated would be divided as
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From left, Fire Chief Darin Frederick, Fire Captain Beau Dauer and EMS Sara
Frederick man a first aid station at Kanopolis Lake on Labor Day weekend.

follows: 49 percent of the
money raised would go to
McPherson EMS, which
is operated under con-
tract by McPherson
Center for Health; 18
percent to Lindsborg,
which contracts for EMS
through a private firm;
15 percent to
Moundridge EMS, which
the city operates; 10 per-
cent to Rural Fire
District 1 and 8 percent
to Rural Fire District 2
which includes
Marquette.

“We had some discus-
sions with the county
administration and all the
other cities and EMS ser-
vices, and we decided,
yeah, this is a good way
to look at it, and we came
up with a fair way to allo-
cate the money,” Johnson
said. “I think everybody
seemed to agree that this
is great. The property
owners in the county
should be pleased with
this. There is no reason
why they wouldn’t want
to vote for it.

“Now, if you go out
and purchase goods in
the county, yeah, you're
going to pay a little more
sales tax, but you will
have to look at it from
the standpoint of “Which
way do I get hit harder?
Paying sales tax or paying
a property tax?’

“When you're like, a
ranch or a farm owner,
farmers and ranchers
have a lot of property, so
they get taxed a lot. Even
a homeowner. Where you
have people who don’t
own anything, they don't
pay anything. Now, with
sales tax, everyone pays. I
think it spreads the bur-
den out across more peo-
ple”

Visitors to McPherson
County who make pur-
chases will also share the
burden.

“They have some infor-
mation at the county
level that about 30 per-
cent of the tax revenue, at
least in McPherson, is
paid by people who are
nonresidents of the coun-

Signs directed the public to the first aid station in

the Venango loop.

Fire and EMS personnel donated their time for the
entire Labor Day weekend.

ty. Those people may
need EMS services once
in a while when they
come into our county and
they aren’t paying any-
thing,” Johnson said. “But
if they pay a little sales
tax they are helping pay
for the services.”

The proposed tax
would be similar to the
half-percent sales tax
already in place that sup-
ports county hospitals.

“I think that’s what
gave the county adminis-
trators the idea. ‘Hey,
why don’t we do the same
thing with EMS?”
Johnson said. “They
already know about how
much money it will gen-
erate based on the prior

years generating the half-
percent for the hospitals.”

County Administrator
Rick Witte said the coun-
ty has authorization to
levy up to 1 percent for
health services, and there
is an existing half-percent
sales tax supporting the
three hospitals in
McPherson County.

Witte estimated the
proposed tax would gen-
erate around $4 million a
year and would allow for
a mill-and-a-half reduc-
tion in the county’s prop-
erty tax levy in 2027. It
could also lead to a levy
reduction for the three
cities and two fire dis-
tricts, but that is not cer-
tain.

City budget hearing set for Sept. 30

City discusses
option for
municipal pool

BY KAREN BONAR
The Marquette Tribune

hile the
Marquette
City Council

held a hearing for the
2026 budget and
approved it during the
Sept. 9 meeting, it will
have to be done again.

Following the meeting,
city staff realized the pro-
posed budget was not
published in The
Marquette Tribune. A
copy of the proposed
2026 budget appears on
page 3 of this edition.

The new public hearing
is set for 7 p.m. Sept. 30
at city hall.

During the pool man-
ager’s report, discussion
about a pool liner began,
and was discussed again
later in the meeting.

“(With) this age of the
pool, if you have cracks in
the concrete, you better
look at a liner,” council
member Scott Johnson
said.

Council members dis-
cussed options with
Public Works Director
Jay Baker.

“Their warranty is one
or two years,” Baker said
about sandblasting and

2025 POOL STATISTICS

Free admissions: 2,038
Tots: 42

Kids: 349, $698
Adults: 213, $639
Water Exercise: 160
Water walk/laps: 455
Punch cards: 5, $200

Swimming lessons, 82, $2,460

repairing the plaster.“(A)
liner is guaranteed 10
years.”

The report, submitted
by Pool Manager Bayle
Best, indicated some pool
patrons cut or otherwise
injured their feet on the
pool’s surface.

“Liner might be the
way to go for us, especial-
ly since the pool has so
much age to it,” Johnson
said.

Baker discussed if the
pool’s surface would need
to be sandblasted prior to
a liner’s installation.

Johnson said informa-
tion presented indicated
the cost could be about
$62,000.

“We have to figure out
how we're going to pay
for it,” he said. “If we
could put back about half
of that at the end of this
year ... funds we haven't
spent. Put it in a reserve

fund, have that money for
next year and next year
allocate another $30,000
out of the budget”

Baker said the estimate
did not include the price
of sandblasting the pool.

“(They) have to get
plaster off so it doesn’t
punch holes,” he said.

“That will have to be
studied a little more,”
Johnson said.

Council President Tom
Buffington asked how
long the price is guaran-
teed on the quote.

“It went up $3,000
from last year to this
year,” Johnson said of the
quote. “If you want it
done before you open the
pool, you have to tell
them by December.”

He indicated a down
payment is required to
hold a spring installation
date.

Council also discussed

Courtesy photo

The Marquette pool before the summer season. The city council is
considering a liner for the pool in the future.

the end-of-summer pool
report.

“This year was a decent
year with how many peo-
ple came. We got a lot of
people from Lindsborg,”
City Clerk Derek Graham

said. “It helped with
admissions. Our admis-
sions are a little higher
this year.”

He said there were
fewer swimming lessons
this summer. Graham

said a day care in Little
River closed, which
affected attendance.
Johnson requested a
more detailed report for
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