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A variety of small flags,
including an American
flag and a POW/MIA
flag, adorn a
motorcycle in the
presentations of colors.

BY CATHERINE DOUD

Marquette Tribune

erfect weather wel-
comed thousands
of motorcyclists

and enthusiasts to
Marquette Saturday. The
main street was lined on
each side with parked
motorcycles of all shapes
and sizes, with more
parked down the center
and even more parked on
side streets. They were all
there for the 21st Annual
Thunder on the Smoky
Motorcycle Rally.

Thunder on the Smoky
is more of a family
reunion than an event, as
it’s hard to find anyone
who hasn't been there at
least once before, but one
such person was Brett
Harrington, managing
partner of River City
Cigar in Wichita. It was
his first time as a vendor
at the event.

“This is our first year
out here. We purchased
the business, and the guy
we purchased the busi-
ness from said it was a
really great event,’
Harrington said.“We
take his word for it on
most of those sort of
things. It’s been great so
far. We've had guys hit-
ting us up while we were
just trying to get set up.
We were just trying to get
prices on things, and the
guys wanted smokes.
We're excited about it. It
was pretty easy to get in
and get unloaded. We're
having fun, just keeping a
cigar burning all day. It
was absolutely worth our
time coming down.”

The morning kicked off
with the American
Legion hosting a dona-
tion-based pancake feed.
Throughout the morning,
lines could be seen out
the door as people
stopped in for breakfast
and to sign up for raffle
tickets for a handmade
quilt and a wooden flag.

Ronda Kocher of

Motorcycles of all sizes
turned out for the rally.

Scott Chestnut, left, and Jon Bennett flip pancakes to serve at the American

Legion breakfast in downtown Marquette.

Partridge was nearby
when her name was called
to win the quilt made by
Judy Nickel.

“I've been to Thunder
on the Smoky at least a
dozen times,” she said.

Jerry Webster sits on his Can-Am Spyder after opening ceremonies. He rode with American Legion

Post 140.

“It’s my first time winning
anything, though

Inside the American
Legion, it was all-hands-
on-deck as members pre-
pared breakfast for the
public. Russell Malm
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A crowd gathers on Washington Street in advance of the start of the Thunder on the Smoky Sept. 20 in downtown Marquette.

could be found frying
eggs to order next to
Wally Bunk, while Robert
Miller was busy behind
them mixing up more

See THUNDER Page 3  Flags were on display during opening ceremonies.
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Scott Johnson displays this year’s Thunder on the
Smoky T-shirt.



