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pancakes for Scott
Chestnut and Jon
Bennett to flip.
Meanwhile, Bill Nickel
was going table-to-
table, topping off syrup
and making sure every-
one was fed. Not an
easy feat when almost
every table was full.

While the American
Legion kept the eatly
birds fed, vendors
began arriving through-
out the morning hours
and motorcycles began
filling the streets.
Finally, at 10 a.m.,
opening ceremonies
began with a color
guard of motorcycles
provided by American
Legion Post 140 out of
Lindsborg, which was
led to the center of
downtown by law
enforcement. There, the
national anthem was
performed beneath a
giant flag waving from
the top of a fire depart-
ment ladder truck.

Vendor trailers and
booths of all varieties
could be found
throughout the down-
town district.

Food vendors such as
Two Brothers and a Pig
BBQ out of Russell,
Paradise Eats and the
Kitchen 64 food trailer
all had long lines, while
funnel cakes could be
spotted throughout the
crowd. The Smoky
Valley Distillery offered
Bloody Marys and spe-
cialty cocktails for the
over-21 crowd.

The Marquette
Motorcycle Museum
welcomed a steady
stream of visitors
throughout the day. In
a tent in front of the
museum, the collectible
annual Thunder on the
Smoky T-shirts were
selling quickly. Outside
the rally, the museum is
the only place to find
the shirts.

The Smoky Valley
Distillery was a hub of
activity throughout the
day. The event room
was host to the band
Flattland, playing from
11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Meanwhile, in the main

bar, bikers gathered to
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American Legion member Robert Miller mixes up
pancake batter behind the scenes during the
Legion’s pancake feed Saturday morning.

“I've been riding pretty much all
my life, but only seriously the last
couple of years. I've probably been to
the Thunder at least 20 times ... I've
always enjoyed it.”

Jerry Webster
Rally participant
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The American Legion raffled off a quilt made by Judy Nickel, left. She also
manned the donation table with Auxiliary President Marilyn Hendrix.

sign up for the poker
run, as well as purchase
tickets for a wide vari-
ety of raffle items.

Kim Snell of rural
Marquette said this was
her first year coordinat-
ing the poker run, as
she and other volun-
teers worked behind
the raffle ticket table.

“Our numbers are
up,” Snell said. “We
have 70 motorcycles in
so far/”

The poker run gave
riders a taste of the
area, with stops in
Lindsborg, Little River
and McPherson and at
Kanopolis Lake, bene-
fiting business in those
towns and the lake, as
well. By early after-
noon, multiple cycles
could be seen parked in
front of the OI’ Stuga
in Lindsborg as bikers
stopped to get their
card and check out the
neighborhood stop.

Once the riders
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returned from the run,
the hands were counted
and the raffle winners
announced.

“We do a raffle of all
the gift certificates and
prizes donated by area
businesses. We also
have a merchandise
table that they can
choose from,” Snell
said.

Jerry Webster, riding
his bright orange Can-
Am Spyder as part of
the presentation of col-
ors with American
Legion Post 140, was
no stranger to the
Thunder on the Smoky.

“I've been riding pret-
ty much all my life, but
only seriously the last
couple of years,” he
said. “I've probably
been to the Thunder at
least 20 times. The last
three or four years I've
been riding with the
colors. I've always
enjoyed it — the
booths and the food.

Legion member Russell Malm, left, fries eggs to order, while member Wally
Bunk assists by cooking sausage to keep the busy breakfast crowd fed.

Rachel, Miller a singer in Flattland, a band out of Hutchinson, performed in
the Smoky Valley Distillery from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. during the Thunder on the
Smoky.
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