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Mammo suite added to LCH

BY CATHERINE DOUD

Marquette Tribune

INDSBORG —
The Lindsborg
Community

Hospital has quietly
unveiled a new service
that will improve conve-
nience and provide
advanced health technol-
ogy for area residents.

The hospital estab-
lished a new mammogra-
phy/DEXA suite with
new capabilities to bene-
fit area residents. It
accepted its first patients
Sept. 17.

“We have installed a
3D mammography unit
and a bone density, or
DEXA machine, within
our facility. This will
replace the mobile unit
that provided these ser-
vices for our patients for
several years,” Jodie
Miller, Director of
Radiology, Risk Manager
and Quality Coordinator,
said. “The mammography
unit is digitally-equipped
and will provide 3D,
tomographic mammogra-
phy exams. The mammo/
DEXA room is in the
same hall as the other
imaging modalities at
Lindsborg Community
Hospital. It is directly
across from the CT room
in the South Hall”

This new addition to
the hospital provides sig-
nificant convenience and
advanced technology over
previous services offered
by a twice-a-month
mobile unit.

“The demand for
screening mammography
has continued to grow to
the point that our mobile
service could no longer
meet the need,” Miller
said. “Because early
detection is proven time
and again to improve out-
comes for patients diag-
nosed with breast cancer,
we felt it was our respon-
sibility to expand this
service. By bringing 3D
mammography in-house,
we can now offer patients

timely access to this
essential diagnostic tool,
along with more schedul-
ing flexibility and oppor-
tunities.”

Miller has been at
LCH for 24 years. She
works with Amy Evans, a
radiologic technologist
and CT technologist, and
Olivia Pywell, a radiolog-
ic technologist, CT tech-
nologist and mammogra-
pher, both of whom are
enthusiastic about the

new mammography suite.

“They had a bus that
came in twice a month,
and they would do
patients all day long, but
we were so overwhelmed
with patients that we
couldn’t get everyone in
twice a month, so we
were backlogged and we

had to book in
September for the people
who were due in July,
Pywell said.“We were so
behind. The bus just
couldn’t handle how
many patients we had to
handle.

“It’s been good for our
patients to complete their
mammograms on time
now; to stay on their
yearly mammogram
instead of a year-and-a-
half mammogram — it
does make a difference.
It’s good for our patients’
peace of mind.”

Evans, a 30-year health
care veteran, is impressed
with the new equipment.

“It’s a heck of a service.
I've worked in a lot of
places, but the biggest
thing here is that, for

such a small community,
we offer a lot of services,
Evans said. “Not just in
radiology, but also in our
specialty doctors coming
in and our doctors here.
For a small community,
all T can say is wow. I
never expected this when
I walked in the door.
“And the cleanliness of
the place. Our house-
keeping staff are phe-
nomenal. I'm one of
those people who believe
if you don't have your
people in the cafeteria
and your housekeeping,
you don't have a hospital,
you have a clinic. You
must have all these ser-
vices or you don't work.”
Pywell said people wor-
ried about the radiation
should weigh it against
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Radiologic technologists and CT technologists Olivia Pywell, left, and Amy Evans are impressed with the quality of the new 3D
mammography unit and DEXA screening machine at Lindsborg Hospital.

the benefits.

“There are a lot of peo-
ple saying all over that
mammograms are not
great for you because
they have radiation, but it
is such a minuscule
amount of radiation that
you get that it really is
extremely safe,” Pywell
said.“We do 3-D mam-
mos with this machine,
so we're getting the best
quality of images, and
images like no other
modality can give you
because we can break the
breast down into slices so
you can see tiny little
specks of things that
other modalities wouldn't
necessarily be able to see.”

“They say this type of
mammography, this 3D,
can detect cancer as small

as a grain of salt,” Evans
said.

“Both mammography
and DEXA screenings
are vital to understanding
and protecting women’s
health. By offering them
locally, we ensure patients
in the Smoky Valley com-
munity have access to the
latest technology that
supports early detection
and proactive care,” Miller
said.

The American College
of Radiology recom-
mends annual screening
mammograms for women
starting at age 40.
Women should visit their
provider about their
health history and risk
factors to determine what
schedule is appropriate
for them.

Chamber continues discussion about downtown

BY KAREN BONAR

Marquette Tribune

owntown bench-
es are coming
soon Marquette

Chamber of Commerce
Vice President Stan Von
Strohe told members dur-
ing the Oct. 29 meeting

“They will get them all
measured so all they have
to do is come and set
them up,” he said. “It will
happen hopefully in the
next month-and-a-half.
They're going to come up
on a Sunday or Monday
and do them all”

Discussion continued
about a mural on the
south side of the motor-
cycle museum,.

“Everybody thought it
would be nice to have
something that was
painted,” Von Strohe said.

He said the committee
has about $2,800 left
from a donation to spend
on murals.

“As much traffic as the
museum brings in, a
painted one would proba-
bly be more appropriate
for that building,” said
Marti Leffew, who co-
owns Kitchen 64 south of
the museum.

Scott Johnson acknowl-
edged a painted mural is a

more substantial invest-
ment.

“I think the motorcycle
museum would help kick
in money to help pay for
it,” he said.

Johnson added the city
had some grant money
for murals, but it expired
in 2024 and the murals
weren't completed in
time,

“The mural committee
feels like they are the
group approving what
goes up,” Johnson said.
“Wed like to have some
input on something
motorcycle-themed.”

“The mural committee
is for ideas,” Von Strohe
clarified.

Talk of downtown
beautification continued
with sidewalk discussion.

“Sidewalks we have left
up to the city,” Von
Strohe said.

Johnson said the city is
coordinating with
McPherson County for a
county-wide grant.

“That is in the begin-
ning stages,” he said.“I
think as a community, we
need to figure out if we
want to repave with pav-
ers and get rid of the
brick.

“I think the council
would like say — it’s city

“They will get them all measured so
all they have to do is come and set
them up. It will happen hopefully in

the next month-and-a-half.”

Stan Von Strohe
Marquette Chamber of Commerce Vise President

property.”

Johnson said ideally, a
grant could help cover the
cost of sidewalk repair or
replacement, “but it’s
going to take time.

“I don’t know the city
council has an opinion
either way about preserv-
ing brick or go to con-
crete,” he said.

“I have a lot of people
who come in and say they
love brick sidewalks,” Von
Strohe said.

Johnson said retaining
the bricks would involve
several other aspects.

“There probably needs
to be a plan to rebuild,
then rebuild the planters
and street lights,” he said.

Von Strohe suggested if
the sidewalks are torn up,
it would be an optimal
opportunity to relocate
the electric lines under-
ground, as well as address
plumbing needs.

In other business:

+ Von Strohe said the
park committee has not
met.

“We're going to see if
we can get a grant for a
new play park — put in
something really nice for
the kids,” he said.

+ Von Strohe said a
brochure to compliment
the WUZ tour, which is
via QR code, is in pro-
cess.

“On the back, we're
getting new pictures put
up (on Washington
Street),” he said.“On the
back side, we'll put num-
bers on the pictures.
They can look at the back
of the brochure and it
will tell them who it is
and how it relates to
Kansas.”

+ Christmas activities
will be Dec. 6 throughout
downtown.

Casie Nelson said she
is looking for a volunteer
to coordinate the parade.

“We'll have dance recit-
al at the school gym this
year,” she said.“There
was not enough room in
the theater last year”

She said tentative plans
include the dance studio
hosting Santa about 3:30
p-m. She said the previ-
ous Santa will be on
medical leave, and mem-
bers discussed options
for a fill-in.

The Christmas parade
will begin at 5:30 p.m.,
followed by live music at
the Smoky Valley
Distillery.

+ The Art Room is
hosting a Christmas
Market from 9 a.m.-2
p.m. Nov. 22,

+ Von Strohe reported
all of the new Christmas
decorations for the
downtown planters are
complete.

“I think it will look
neat,” he said. “Every
planter will have lights in
it. If we want to put
lights in the trees, we can
do that”

+ Members discussed a
shop local campaign.

+ Johnson asked if
Jason Stephens respond-
ed to a letter from resi-
dents about Piper’s Fine
Foods. No written
response was received.

+ Chamber members
viewed a T-shirt option
to be sold as a fundraiser,
and discussed other
options.

“I would like to have
something on the
website,” Voh Strohe said,
so former residents could
order and have the item
shipped to them.

+ The Melodrama is
Now. 7-9.

+ The Fireman’s Ball is
Jan. 17.

+ Linda and Scott
Johnson discussed the
upcoming sales tax ques-
tion on the Now. 4 ballot,
and encouraged residents
to vote yes.

“It will lower property
tax and increase our
EMS funding significant-
ly to help us increase our
service,” Linda Johnson
said.

Scott Johnson said a
similar county-wide sales
tax for the Lindsborg
hospital generated about
$4 million in 2024.

The next meeting is
Now. 19 at noon at the
Smoky Valley Distillery.
It is a week eatly due to
the Thanksgiving holiday.
Bring your own lunch.
There will be no

December chamber meet-

ing.



