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Swedish song, dessert

Sandy Edwards and Allan Lindfors sing a duet at
Elim Lutheran Church.

A visitor snags a serving of Swedish wedding
cake.

Tables are decorated for visitors who attended the
evening'’s activities.

Elim Lutheran
Church presents
night of Swedish
music, sweets

BY KAREN BONAR

Marquette Tribune

ore than 75
guests gathered
at Elim

Lutheran Church Dec. 3
to enjoy a Night of
Swedish Music and
Desserts.

The church bells tolled
through the clear, crisp
night as Pastor Amy Kay
Pavlovich greeted those in
attendance.

“I am so sorry if you
expected a full Swedish
supper this evening,” she
said. “I'm hoping we can
give thanks to God for
the history of this church
and what we are becom-
ing from here on out. We
continue to adjust and
celebrate who we are and
what we are able to do.”

Pavlovich said she is
normally in the kitchen
with church members,
preparing Swedish meat-
balls.

“I, too, this morning
was longing for the fel-
lowship in the kitchen,”
she said.

The evening included
19 musical numbers by a
variety of choir members.

In previous years,
Swedish Supper attend-
ees waited in the church
and enjoyed the music
while they waited for
their turn to eat. This
year, the music started
the evening before the
event moved to serving
dessert.

Marquette resident
Lois Johnson said she
served at the supper for
more than 40 years.

“You wonder what they
were singing,” she said.

In all of the years as a
volunteer, Johnson said
she didn’t once have the
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From left, Julie Olson, Brooke Olson and Sandy Edwards sing during A Night of Swedish Music and
Desserts Dec. 3 at Elim Lutheran Church. The event took place instead of the Swedish Supper.

Swedish kringler is one of a multitude of desserts
served following the musical performance.

chance to enjoy the choir
during the Swedish
Supper.

This year, the music
was followed by a variety
of Swedish desserts made
by church members.

Like the pastor,
Johnson has memories of
preparing the Swedish
meatballs. She also was
tasked with enticing
attendees to try lutefisk.

“For the people who
don't like lutefisk, my job
is to sell it to them,” said
Johnson, who admits she
isn't very fond of the dish
herself. “When people
come through the line, if
they don't like it, they
make a wide U-turn. I try
to catch them and say ‘It’s
only $1 a bowl. That'’s the
fun part”

Lindsborg resident Don
Anderson sat across the
table from Johnson, and
said she attempted to give
him a double helping of
the traditional cod dish.

“It was the start of the
Christmas season,” he
said of the Swedish
Supper.

While different this
year, Anderson said he
enjoyed the evening.

“I think it’s interesting
for a change,” he said.
“These ladies put in so
much work on the din-
ner.’

Johnson agreed the full

Between 80-90 visitors attended the evening filled
with song and dessert.

supper required extensive
work for the church com-
munity.

“It’s been a wonderful
tradition,” she said.
“Often, good things have
to come to a closure, I
told a committee lady
(recently) “We're not
doing this again. This is a
closure.”

The evening was differ-
ent for the vocalists as
well.

“We didn't sing as many
songs,” during the
Swedish Supper Julie
Olson said.“We had a
longer repertoire (this
evening).”

The music ranged from
traditional, such as “Och
Jungfrun Hon Gar I
Dansen” to secular
(“Jingle Bells”) to the
humorous (“Everlasting
Fruitcake”).

Olson said some songs
include traditional
Swedish, but not always.

“Not everybody under-
stands Swedish,” she said.
“We used to never sing in
English, but we sing a
verse in Swedish and a
verse in English.”

Dana Olson added the
group likes to have a vari-
ety.

“We always like to keep
it light,” he said. “That’s
why we throw in the fun
stuff

While some visitors

drove in from out of
town, many in attendance
were members of the con-
gregation.

“Most of the time, I
was in the parish hall,
pouring coffee,”
Marquette resident Mike
Hulse said. “It has been a
good transition.
Personally, it was a lot
more relaxed.”

He said the Swedish
Supper gave friends or
extended family an excuse
to come back.

“Every year is unique,’
Hulse said. “You see
somebody you haven't
seen for awhile — people
you would see in high
school or competed
against in sports. What I
remember most is visiting
with people.”

Pavlovich said this
year’s pivot to a song and
dessert evening was a
good change of pace.

“Most people said how
sad they were, but they
understood,” she said.
“My favorite part was see-
ing my own mom, who is
81, sit by my dad who is
84, who drove over an
hour (to be here),” she
said. “They were nodding
their heads in delight.
That was my favorite
part, that’s why we do
things like this.”

She said there isn't a
clear answer about what
is next.

“In the '70s, the supper
stopped for a number of
years, then it started
again,” Pavlovich said.“I
don’t know that it’s the
end.

“There’s constant con-
versation about what’s
next. Who knows what
the future will bring? I
think we need to have
some openness to what
evolves.

“Me, as the pastor, I
can't say what the church
will do in the future —
it’s the church that will
decide that”

Songs were performed in both English and
Swedish during the evening.



