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The Sun at the Edge of the Earth
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The photo above was taken by Ken Lass-
“Kaw Valley Alma-
nac.” It appeared with last week’s almanac
(i.e., not our biweekly “Fairview Edition.”
Ken is a remarkably keen, and innovative,

man, creator of the

observer of nature, as this photo shows.

The photo was taken at sunset on Decem-
ber 21, and the diagram shows where the sun
will set next June 21.

Ken explains that, in this photo, the sun is

as far south on the horizon as it will get.
Since December 21, the horizon point of

sunset/sunrise has slowly started moving

north.
It will reach its maximum daily movement fagaln.

Christmas Eve at the Edge

A number of articles in the
press over the past week have
described the voyage of the
“Parker Solar Probe.” It was
launched in 2018, and for
several years has been orbit-
ing the sun at steadily closer
distances.

At about 6:00 a.m. on Christ-
mas eve, the probe made its
closest approach to the sun—
only 3.8 million miles. That
doesn’t sound very close un-
til you consider that the sun
is roughly 91.4 million miles
from earth. One scientist
suggested a football anal-
ogy—the Parker Probe had
gone the length of the field
and was on about the four

yard line.

It was traveling roughly
430,000 miles an hour and
was absorbing solar radia-
tion about 600 times stronger
than here on earth.

The spacecraft was built
to withstand extreme tem-

peratures, of course. It was
sufficiently insulated to keep
its interior temperature at
around 85 degrees—when

Grainbelt Express?— Still On
But its path is narrower
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In a press release a couple
of weeks ago, Senator Roger
Marshall declared that he was
proud to have halted a “con-
troversial transmission line
project.”

“Kansans living in the path
of this proposed transmis-
sion line corridor spoke loud
and clear: they do not want
the federal government dic-
tating what happens in their
backyard,” Senator Marshall
said. “Kansans should always
determine what is built in
Kansas, not federal bureau-
crats. This proposal repre-
sented a dangerous overreach
of federal authority, turning
our backyards into pathways
for delivering energy to the
coastal elites. As soon as we
heard of this project, we im-
mediately went to the DOE
and fought back. We are glad
to report that we won this
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battle, and Kansan’s voices
were heard at the highest lev-
els.”

While Marshall’s efforts no
doubt helped to block the
original DOE plan for a “Na-
tional Interest Electric Trans-
mission Corridor” (NIETC)
running diagonally across
Kansas, including Brown
County just to the south of
Fairview, that pathway is still
on the books for the Grain-
belt Express transmission
line, which continues to be
developed by Invenergy.

The line follows basically
the same route as the pro-
posed NIETC, and according
to the Kansas Corporation
Commission (KCC) “its status
as a previously approved proj-
ect has not changed and is
moving forward...The DOE’s
decision does not reverse
the previously announced

$4.9 billion conditional loan
guarantee awarded to the
Grain Belt Express project on
November 25.”

With the DOE removing
Kansas from the federal cor-
ridor (NIETC) designation,
decisions about the Grain
Belt Express will be under
state jurisdiction, according
to Linda Berry, KCC spokes-
person (and she added that
that includes the possibility
of land being taken through
eminent domain).

“The Grain Belt route was
approved in 2013, and all af-
fected landowners were noti-
fied at that time,” she said. “At
this point, we have been told
that 97 percent of the ease-
ments have been signed.”

The big difference here is
that the NIETC “corridor”
would have been five miles
wide, allowing for addition-
al transmission lines to be
constructed within it at later
dates. The Grain Belt Express
easements are only 150 feet
wide.

The Grain Belt Express will
pass through Brown County
just south of Fairview. It will
transmit western Kansas gen-
erated wind power to the up-
per Midwest, although thank-
fully not to “coastal elites.”

More on Water

and essential resource mana

ent.

the outside temperg

could be as high as 1800
degrees Fahrenheit.

The Parker Probe is the
first American spacecraft
to be named for a liv-
ing scientist—Dr. Eugene
Parker. He died in 2022,
but was present at the
launch of his namesake in
2018.

The craft bears his name
because 60 years before
its launch, Dr. Parker,
then an assistant professor
at the University of Chicago,
had theorized that the sun’s
atmosphere generated hyper-
sonic wind that was present

at spring equinox, then slow down and final-
ly stop again on the horizon at next June’s
summer solstice.

After which it will begin moving south once

throughout the solar system.
Senior scientists of the time
thought that was a farfetched
hypothesis, and it was sug-
gested that Parker spend
more time in the library and
less time writing ridiculous
papers.

But Parker’s paper made
testable predictions about
the approximate speed, den-
sity and temperature of that
solar wind, and within a few
years a number of experi-
ments proved him right.

The first was by Mariner
II, which took readings on
its way to Venus in 1962—
it showed a powerful solar

the Sun

wind, just as Parker had hy-
pothesized.

However, to fully under-
stand the phenomenon, we
had to get closer to the sun.
And on Christmas eve we
came the closest yet.

This is one of those spectac-
ular things that NASA does
from time to time—the 2016
Juno orbit around Jupiter, the
landings on Mars, the inter-
stellar flights of Voyager I and
II, and more. Following its
close fly-by on Christmas eve,
the Parker Probe will move a
bit further from the sun, but
will return to the closer orbit
twice more before it is done.

The Key to Growth in

Kansas—Immigrants

New US Census Bureau esti-
mates indicate that immigra-
tion—legal and illegal—con-
tributed to an increase of 3.3
million in the US population
in 2023-2024. (That is to say,
immigrants offset a continu-
ing decline in US births.) As
of right now, an estimated
340 million people are living
in this country.

“Immigrants” for the pur-
pose of this tally included
naturalized citizens, of whom
there are 36.9 million in the
United States; lawful perma-
nent residents, 11.5 million;
temporary lawful residents,
2.0 million; and unauthorized
(i.e., “illegal”) immigrants, 11
million.

The numbers were broken
down by state. All but three
states—Mississippi, West Vir-
ginia and Vermont—grew in
population, although growth
was extremely low in a num-
ber of states, including Kan-
sas, and immigrants made up
almost all growth in a num-
ber of states, again including
Kansas.

Kansas’ estimated popula-
tion currently is slightly more
than 2.97 million. During
the past year, we have gained
about 19,000 people, for a
growth rate of .6 percent. Im-
migrants accounted for 97
percent of that growth. There
was a net outmigration from
our state—5,500 more people

moved out of
Kansas to an-
other state
than moved to
Kansas.

Those num-
bers compared
poorly to our
neighboring
states. For
example, Ne-
braska’s popu-
lation grew by
.9 percent, of
which 73 per-
cent was ac-
counted for by immigrants,
and net outmigration was
1500 people. For Missouri,
the growth rate was also .6
percent, with 63 percent ac-
counted for by immigrants
and with a positive net migra-
tion from within the US of
more than 12,000.

Oklahoma looked better
also, with .8 percent growth
of which 45 percent was at-
tributable to immigrants,
and with a positive net mi-
gration from elsewhere in
the country of more than
14,000. Colorado’s popula-
tion grew by one percent, to
5.96 million (almost exactly
twice that of Kansas), with 59
percent of its growth attrib-
utable to immigration and a
positive net migration from
other states of 5,400. And
for Iowa, the numbers were .7
percent growth, with 84 per-
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cent of that attributable to
immigrants, and a net outmi-
gration to other states of 230
people.

Kansas tied with Maine for
ninth place in terms of the
highest percentage of popu-
lation growth attributable
to immigrants. Other states
whose population increase
came mostly from immigra-
tion included Louisiana, II-
linois, California, Oregon,
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylva-
nia and New Mexico.

These figures confirm once
again that Kansas is a low
growth state. The figure for
outmigration is troubling,

e., 5,500 more people left
our state for other places in
the US than moved in.

It will not be surprising if
Kansas loses one of our four
Congressional seats after the
2030 census.

According to press reports
last week, the Colorado Di-
vision of Water Resources
announced on December
20 that the governments of
Kansas and Nebraska had
agreed that Colorado had
taken the necessary steps
to remove 10,000 acres of
land in northeast Colorado
from irrigation, as part of
an agreement among the
three states for manage-
ment of water in the Re-
publican River basin.

Colorado remains obli-
gated to remove another

15,000 acres from irriga-
tion by 2029. Most of the
land in question is in the
vicinity of Wray, Colorado.
This agreement to reduce
the use of the Ogallala
aquifer in Colorado in or-
der to maintain a minimal
stream flow in the Republi-
can river is an outgrowth of
the Republican River Con-
servation District (2004),
which in turn stems from
the 1942 Republican River
Compact among the three
states.
This was not a simple

undertaking for Colorado
(which will pay some $36
million to farmers between
now and 2029 to compen-
sate them for reducing
their water use), and it is
yet another example of the
complexity of managing
water resources in eastern
Colorado and the western
and central parts of Kansas
and Nebraska as the Ogal-
lala declines.

It is also a reminder that
depletion of the Ogallala
has an impact on surface
water, in this case the flow

of the Republican River,
in addition to irrigation
wells.

(The August 21 Enter-
prise also discussed the
tri-state compact; in that
case the controversial
proposal to divert water
from the Platte River to
the Republican in order to
maintain Nebraska’s wa-
ter usage while still leav-
ing enough for Kansas.
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Larry Ray Moore, 77, of Hi-
awatha, formerly of Fairview,
passed away December 20,
2024.

Larry was born April 16, 1947
at Holton, Kansas one of two
children born to John R. and
Rowena E (Ray) Moore. Lar-
ry grew up in Fairview and
graduated from Fairview
High School in 1965. He was
a member of the Sabetha Na-
tional Guard.

He and Wanda Watkins were
united in marriage, Septem-
ber 20, 1967. They lived in

Obituary

Larry Moore
Fairview until the National
Guard was activated and
sent him to train in Colorado
Springs. After the birth of
their daughter, Wanda joined
him. They loved the moun-
tains and vowed to someday
live there. Larry was sent
to Vietnam and spent six
months there. God watched
over him and he came home
safe. They were later blessed
with two sons.

Larry worked as a weld-
er at Mac Equipment, then
ExtruTech, both of Sa-
betha. Larry and Wanda’s
dream came true in 1998—
they moved to Buena Vista,
Colorado and drove in the
mountains as often as they
could. Larry worked at the
City Market for 21 years be-
fore retiring, then moved to
Hiawatha to be close to fam-
ily and friends. Larry loved
the Lord and was a very lov-

ing, giving man. He enjoyed
putting model cars together
and has collected many,
sometimes creating his own
style.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, and his sister
Carolyn Moore.

He is survived by his wife
Wanda, his daughter Cas-
sandra (Gerald) Hervey of
Sabetha; sons Lucas Moore
of Phoenix, AZ, and Clin-
ton (Tana) Moore of Dillon,
Colorado; and grandchildren
Katie, Wyatt, Tucker (Sarah),
and Emmett Hervey.

Larry asked that no service
be held so the family will
honor that request.

Memorial contributions
are suggested to the Veterans
Memorial Park at Fairview,
sent in care of Chapel Oaks
Funeral Home, 124 S 7th St.,
Hiawatha, KS 66434.

Making America Great Again...
Here We Go Again

When announcing his
choice as the next ambassa-
dor to Denmark (one of the
co-founders of PayPal) on
Sunday of last week, Donald
Trump revived his idea of
buying Greenland, which is
an autonomous territory of
Denmark.

“For purposes of Nation-
al Security and Freedom
throughout the World, the
United States of America
feels that the ownership and
control of Greenland is an ab-
solute necessity,” said Trump
on his Truth Social network,

speaking for all Americans.
The Danish government has
not responded to this sugges-
tion, and the government of
Greenland has said the place
is “not for sale.”

Earlier the same day, at a po-
litical rally in Arizona, Trump
suggested his new adminis-
tration might try to regain
control of the Panama Canal.
Trump said that the United
States had “foolishly” ceded
the canal to Panama during
President Jimmy Carter’s ad-
ministration and was now be-
ing charged “ridiculous” fees

to use it. (In a 1977 treaty,
ratified by the Senate, the US
pledged to turn over control
of the canal to Panama in
1999, which it did.)

President José Raul Mulino
of Panama rejected Trump’s
idea later in the day, assert-
ing that every square inch of
his country and the canal that
runs through it is sovereign
Panamanian territory.

It appears that a month before
he even takes office, Trump’s
daily bloviations have begun.
We can look forward to another
entertaining four years. DL

Football Update
K-State Over Rutgers in

K-STATE
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Kansas State overcame a 17
point third quarter deficit to
beat Rutgers, 44 to 41 in an
exciting Rate Bowl in Phoe-
nix on December 26.

The Wildcats looked good,
on both sides of the ball, after
a shaky defensive start. They
allowed the Scarlet Knights

almost 250 yards of total of-
fense in the first half, and a
27-17 lead at half-time.

But after falling further be-
hind in the third quarter, the
Wildcats rallied late in the
quarter and in the fourth were
fully in charge. The winning
touchdown was scored by
Dylan Edwards on a 36 yard
run with a little over 4 min-
utes left in the game—after
which the Wildcats managed
a 2-point conversion to go up
by three.

Edwards was K-State’s play-

the “Rate Bowl”

er of the game, with 196 total
yards rushing and 27 more re-
ceiving.

Quarterback Avery Johnson
was brilliant, throwing for
195 yards and running for
56 more. K-State out-gained
Rutgers by 542 yards to 400,
with two thirds of the Rutgers
yardage coming in the first
half.

It was a great performance,
by a young team. K-State
ends the year with a 9-4 re-
cord—its third 9 victory sea-
son in a row.

Miscellaneous Factoids

--- In the US, table saws are
responsible for around 4,300
amputations per year. All
other products are responsi-
ble for 3,600 amputation per
year combined. (Number 33
in a list of “50 Things I Learned
in 2024.”)

--- People whose surnames
start with U, V, W, X, Y or Z
tend to get grades 0.6 percent
lower than people with A-to-
F surnames.

Modern learning manage-
ment systems sort papers
alphabetically before they’re

marked, so those at the bot-
tom are always seen last--by
tired, grumpy markers.

A few teachers flip the de-
fault setting and mark Z to A,
and their results are reversed.

(Number 35 on that list.)
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It is a little hard to be optimistic about
2025, in my humble and admittedly biased
opinion. The ongoing siege of Gaza, the
continued, unrelenting Russian invasion
of Ukraine, the prospect of more and more
“once in a century” storms as a result of
climate change, a crisis of migration (all
around the world, not just at our southern
border), the promise/threat of artificial in-
telligence, our endless culture wars, and

I imagine that many of our readers are
buoyed by the prospect of a new Admin-
istration to deal with these and the whole
host of other important challenges that we
will confront in the coming year and be-

I of course am not among those opti-
mists. In 2015, when Trump was just be-
ginning his transition from showbiz to
politics and I had expressed my opinion
of him, a friend of mine said “don’t...go...
over the edge” about Trump. Well, as you
know, I didn’t take his advice and I disap-
peared over the edge long ago.

However, for this new year I will resolve
to try to be fair to Trump and the band of
billionaires and grifters surrounding him
(darn, there I go again...). I hope the new
team will be able to deal effectively, and
humanely, with the border, help to bring
an end to the war in Ukraine without forc-
ing what would amount to a Ukrainian sur-
render, ratchet down the dangerous situa-
tion in the Middle East, and maybe even
surprise us with a responsible approach to
the problem of climate change.

I’m not optimistic about all or even most
of that happening, but who knows? Any-
way, welcome to the Year of the Snake!

This was “To Our Readers” from a year
ago—but it is timeless, so I'll repeat it...

It is not too late for one more New Year’s
Resolution. I have a suggestion. This is
an easy one, not even in the same league
as losing weight, cutting back on drinking
and swearing, or being kinder to old peo-
ple and dogs. Instead, try this on for size:
when something even moderately inter-
esting happens in your life or that of your
family, resolve to share it with your fellow
Enterprise readers.

To remind, this is how to do it: a phone
call to me at 785-217-7023; a letter to
David Lambertson, 715 New York Street,
Lawrence, KS 66044 ; a note left in the
Enterprise box at the bank; or a quick
email—dflambertson@gmail.com, or the-
fairviewenterprise@gmail.com.

And T will resolve not to bring this up
again, at least until later in the year.

Commentary

The Musk-TrumEpyAglmi istration

, O

(a comment

The past couple of weeks
have been a primer on
American politics in the
post-Citizens United era.

Ten days ago, the lead-
ership of the House and
Senate had put together a
budget authorization—a
“continuing resolution”—
that was needed to keep the
government open and op-
erating beyond December 20.

It was of course a compro-
mise bill, and so it contained
provisions that both Republi-
cans and Democrats wanted
and some that one side or the
other did not want but were
willing to accept in order to
avoid default on our debt and
a government shutdown.

As the bill sailed toward pas-
sage on December 18, Elon
Musk began posting criti-
cisms of it on “X”—and before
the day was out, it was clear
that the compromise bill was
going nowhere.

Although he didn’t like the
size of the bill, exactly what
Musk objected to was never
clear; it was simply “terrible,
criminal, horrible, outra-
geous and unconscionable”
among other things.

Musk declared via X that the
continuing resolution had
to be killed, and that anyone
who voted for it would need
to be “primaried” in 2026.

That latter threat undoubt-
edly got the attention of quite
a few Republicans, coming as
it did from a man who spent
something over a quarter of a
billion dollars in the last elec-
tion.

By the end of that day, De-
cember 18, Donald Trump de-
cided toweigh in, having been
uncharacteristically mute
while Musk did his thing.

And so by the end of the
day he too said the bill had
to go, and so it went. Just
before the midnight Friday
deadline, a new compromise
was reached, much like the
one Musk shot down, includ-
ing $10 billion in farm relief
which Musk’s preferred bill
would have eliminated.

(It did not include a Trump
proposal to extend the feder-
al debt ceiling, to which more
than 30 Republican House
members objected.)

So maybe you could say that
all’s well that ends well. Ex-
cept the whole, weird episode
vividly showed that some-
thing is very wrong with our
system.

In 2010, i.e., pre-Trump,
“Citizens United” was decid-
ed by the Supreme Court in a
5-4 vote

That descision essentially
overturned political spending

restrictions that dated back
more than a hundred years;
the original basis for the re-
strictions was that the gov-
ernment had a role and a
responsibility to prevent cor-
ruption in our elections.

The Citizens United deci-
sion declared that “inde-
pendent political spending”
did not present a corrup-
tion threat, since it would of
course be transparent. More-
over, spending equaled “free
speech”—which corporations
and groups deserved just as
much as individuals did.

Since then, the volume of
political spending has ex-
ploded, and transparency has
been more a slogan than a re-
ality.

We’ve seen the rampant
proliferation of “super-PACs”
(political action commit-
tees)—organizations skewed
toward the super rich, be-
cause there is no limit on the
amount an individual can
give to super-PACs (as there
is for campaign donations
made directly to candidates).

In the off year election of
2018, for example, by one es-
timate 78 percent of all super
PAC spending came from the
top 100 political donors.

It seems safe to assume that
there was a similarly high
concentration of big money
donations in 2020 and 2024.

Moreover, Citizens United
further widened a disclosure
loophole already in place
which allowed so called “dark
money” expenditures to ex-
plode.

| have a civil
engineering joke,
but it's still under

construction.

| have a
statistics joke,
but it's not

significant.
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A vast majority of money
spent on national elections
today is in the form of dark
money—i.e., donations to
super PACs from so-called
“social welfare”—501 (c)
(4) —organizations. Those
organizations do not have
to disclose their donors,
and do not.

This situation isn’t an
indictment of Republicans
or of Democrats—both sides
have made maximum use of
Citizens United. This is just
what our system has become
in the post-Citizens United
era—government “of a few
people, by a few people, for a
few people.”

And among those few peo-
ple, Elon Musk stands out.
Since Trump’s victory on No-
vember 5, lots of folks who
own stock have become sig-
nificantly wealthier because
the stock market has gener-
ally liked what it has seen and
what it expects from Trump,
including the ever present
possibility of further tax cuts
for the rich.

But Musk’s situation is ri-
diculous. On November 1, he
reportedly was worth about
$263 billion; as of today, it is
more in the neighborhood of
$460 billion.

(Has your wealth gone up by
80 percent since the election?
Mine neither.) Jeff Bezos is
in second place in the wealth
sweepstakes, but he’s now
about $200 billion behind
Musk.  Put another way,
Musk’s wealth has increased
almost as much as Bezos’ to-
tal net worth—just in the last
two months.

A pretty good return on
his $277 million in campaign
contributions. Let’s face it,
rich people have too much
influence in our politics, and
Musk in particular has way
too much. Maybe even too
much for Trump—we’ll see.

| have an Economics
joke, but it's not in

procrastinators
joke...
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The Lamb Lektber
The Children Know

'"Tis the season to rediscover our innocence

Come Christmas season, we
inevitably hear someone say,
“Oh, to be a child again and
feel wonder and joy. Oh, to be
innocent and child-like.”

To which I respond, hush.
You’re not impressing any-
one. You make noises like you
know waaay too much about
how the world really works to
ever again experience inno-
cence and awe. The truth is,
you’ve just lost touch.

Innocence isn’t just a mind-
set and a level of experience.
It’s a virtue. A talent. An
accomplishment. It is be-
ing mentally and emotion-
ally wired to appreciate life’s
small daily triumphs and
charismatic encounters. It’s
finding joy in watching an
elementary child in a play-
ground heave a basketball
toward a goal, fall short, re-
trieve the ball and gamely try
again.

The trick to enjoying such
common spectacles is to de-
light in living, so that a smile
creases your face when you
see a door being held open
for a stranger, or you watch
a curious sparrow fly around
inside a warehouse, alight,
then take wing again to see
what it can see.

“Special” moments aren’t
rare, after all. They can occur

multiple times in any single
day. When your infant beams
up at you from his crib, does
your soul light up only the
first time he smiles or every
time? In the same way, every
phenomenon of nature or act
of kindness witnessed in the
course of a day can be a plea-
surable experience... if you’ll
let it.

Some people have grown
numb to such sensations, of
course. They choose to be
stand-offish and stolid and
impervious to whimsy and
hope and ordinary beauty.
Proud bah-humbuggers all.
At the end of their lives, few
tributes are paid such peo-
ple. Their passing is noted—
sometimes they actually are
missed—but for all the wrong
reasons.

Celebrate life. Christmas
does. The season embraces
all that is joyful and vibrant.
Gifting of self. Generosity.
Gratitude. Singing. Friends.
Affection. A stand-in for
much of the above is Santa
Claus (or Saint Nicholas or
Father Christmas). The char-
acter exuberantly captures
the season’s essential good-
ness. Ho, ho, ho and all that.
Santa’s a good guy. Hug him
every chance you get.

Find joy in the ups and

downs of your existence,
and in the sideways, too. It’s
there, hidden among the dis-
appointments and the cri-
ses and the unpleasantness.
Search for it because when
you find one moment of joy,
you will have learned where
to look and soon will find an-
other piece and then another.
As joy piles up, perspective
returns, despair dissipates,
and life comes into balance
again.

At that point, some people
thank God. Cynics don’t, of
course. They know better.
Poor souls.

Naturally, people are re-
luctant to equate wisdom
with childish innocence be-
cause children generally are
not wise. Absolutely correct.
Children don’t know what
they don’t know. Yet the re-
verse is true as well: What
they do know that is true,
they know so completely that
we adults are shamed by our
habitual hedging. A child
shall lead us....

Merry Christmas.

Gillespie Lamb
December 17, 2024

This didn’t arrive quite in
time for our pre-Christmas is-
sue—but surely this is still the
Christmas season.

Christmas and New Year’s Holidays of Yore

We have a hole in the paper,
which has to go to the printer
tomorrow. We thought about
putting in an old photo of
the ancient Fairview “Cornet
Band”—but we’ve used that
before. We certainly don’t
want to use the space for any-
thing “political” because we
are well aware that we have
stretched the patience of our
readers about as far as it can
reasonably be expected to go
with one or two other rather
political items in this issue.

This time of year, until rel-
atively recently, was when
Fairview High School held
its annual alumni reunion. It
took place in the high school
gym. Tables were arranged
right there on the basketball
court, and as I recall there
usually was a band up on the

FROM THE ARCHIVES

25 Years Ago

Thursday, Dec. 31, 1999

A paper was not published
this week.

50 Years Ago
Thursday, January 2, 1975

Rural Water District No. 1
of Brown County, Kansas, will
open bids for the construc-
tion of said water district on
January 8, 1975. Said water
district is the first organized
water district in Brown Coun-
ty. There are at present 263
persons or parties signed up
to take water from said Ru-
ral Water District, which in-
cludes residents in towns of
Fairview and Hamlin.

Mildred Mae (Mrs. Fran-
cis) Levret, Sr., of rural Goff
died December 28, 1974. She
was born January 2, 1920 the
daughter of Julius and Mary
(Shintaffer) Spellmeier.

Bert Lee Schlagle, 46, of
Drexel, Mo died December 24,
1974 at Lakeside Hospital. He
was born in Fairview.

The marriage of Sibyl Gra-
ham and Jerry Lee Failing
took place in Redding, Kan-
sas. The bride is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Garry Graham
of Emporia and granddaugh-
ter of Mrs. Irene Cyphers

75 Years Ago

Thursday, Dec. 29, 1949

Miss Arlene Pierce became
the bride of Frank King, Jr.,
on December 20, 1949, in Hi-
awatha.

This issue has two articles,
one by Rep. Alvin Bauman,

stage. Speeches were given,
not too many, and not long
ones, and the oldest gradu-
ate was recognized, as were
the people who had come
the furthest for the event,
and maybe the senior class
was recognized as well—the
young people who would car-
ry forward FHS history and
traditions.

The food was always pretty
good and very plentiful, pre-
pared by one of the churches
in town and served at the
counter opening of the home

the other an editorial
discussing a new high-
way 75 from Holton
northward. The ques-
tion was between having
the new hard surface high-
way follow its 1949 route
northward to Fairview or to
come up the county line road
through Wetmore and Fidel-
ity to Sabetha.
100 Years Ago

Thursday, January 1, 1925

Itis reported that Roy Beach
who works for Harry Fanning
lost two nephews and a niece
in the fire that destroyed the
school house near Hobart,
Oklahoma on Christmas eve.

Notwithstanding the be-
low zero weather, C. J. Un-
kefer and family drove to
Manhattan Friday to visit at
the Weineke home. They re-
turned Sunday evening hav-
ing made the trip there and
back with no inconvenience
from the extreme cold. Their
car is equipped with a heater.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Elmer
Winterscheidt, December
30th, a 10 pound son.

125 Years Ago
Saturday, December 30,
1899

Fairview had been for many
years a peaceable and quiet
town but of late there seems
to be a disposition on the part
of some of our young men to
engage in fighting and broils
that are, to say the least, far
from being the proper thing
to do.

Boys, do not fight. Settle
your difficulties without a
resort to such methods. You
will be better pleased with

ec room, as I recall. And
when the meal was over and
the speeches were done, peo-
ple moved around from table
to table to visit. And the
band struck up some dance-
able music—such as “We
Will Have These Moments
to Remember”—that kind of
danceable music.

Those days are long gone,
we’re probably not going to
have another high school re-
union—unless some of those
young folks still in their 70s
decide to try it one more time.

Memories of the old high
school are fading away, just
as most of us are, and we have
to accept that.

But they were good memo-
ries, and we should try to hold
onto them as long as we can.

\ "‘ Compiled By Larry Gilbert from
The Archives of
The Fairview Enterprise

yourself and the community
will think more of you.

135 Years Ago
Saturday, December 28,
1889

There is a gang of hoodlums
and loafers who make it a
point to attend all doings at
Joss Hall, and try to make as
much disturbance and annoy
those who attend as much as
possible.

It is said that no respectable
woman, will hereafter visit
the hall, if such doings can-
not be prevented. It is about
time the public take this mat-
ter in hand; these thugs and
disturbers of the peace must
be brought to a realizing
sense of common decency.

The Sabetha Cornet Band,
consisting of twenty well
skilled performers, came
down to Fairview Friday, of
last week and treated our citi-
zens to a choice selection of
first class music.

The street parade and mu-
sic was very fine. The Enter-
prise office was remembered,
for which we return our best
Sunday thanks.

In the evening the band
gave an entertainment at Joss
Hall, which was highly spo-
ken of by our people

There were not as many in
attendance as there should
have been, owing doubtless
to the preparations being
made for the Holidays, and
religious and temperance
meetings going on at the
same time

Come again gentlemen and
we will try and do better.

Here and There
An Indian Exl;)

y Hosanna Fortmeyer

erience to Remember

As noted in the “Here and
There” section of last week’s
Enterprise, several of the Fort-
meyer women of Fairview were
in India in November (Novem-
ber 21-30) for a wedding cel-
ebration.

Laura and Hosanna Fort-
meyer traveled 24 hours
(one-way) to see Sophia Fort-
meyer married to Rudy Sub-
ramanian, of North Carolina.

The two had been married
in Vermont in September, so
this second celebration was
to honor Rudy’s extended
family, many of whom live in
India.

There were 25 guests in
total who traveled from the
U.S. to India for the occasion,
consisting mainly of friends
of the couple, plus Laura and
Hosanna representing So-
phia’s family.

Although the group includ-
ed many folks who were fre-
quent travelers, for most of
them, this was the first time
to visit India.

The first weekend (Novem-
ber 23-24) was spent in the
city of Chennai (formerly
known as Madras), popula-
tion 10 million. It is located
in southeast India in the state
of Tamil Nadu.

The U.S. guests arrived over
the course of the weekend.
Time was spent enjoying the
hotel and getting to know
new people in the group.

A few shopping excursions
also took place, and guests
were able to find traditional
clothing for the week if they
chose. Stores were a rainbow
of  fabrics/colors/patterns,
and generally very inexpen-
sive.

Monday morning the group
loaded up on a chartered bus
and headed towards Swami-
malai, a town in a more ru-
ral area about 6 hours from
Chennai. Along the way, they
visited a Hindu temple before
landing at INDeco Hotel-
Swamimalai, which would be
home base for the rest of the
week. (Photo at right.)

It is better described as
more of a hotel-campus, with
a separate reception build-
ing/museum, dining room
and restaurant, event space,
open-sided pavilion, etc.

The first ritual was Mon-
day evening and is known as
mehndi. This was a chance
for the women of the group
and the bride to be decorated
with henna, a temporary dye
drawn on the skin in intricate
designs. (See Hosanna, in the
photo above.)

The second ceremony took
place Tuesday morning, and
involved special prayers and
rituals specifically focused on
family and invoking ances-
tors to bless the marriage.

A betrothal ceremony was
held on Tuesday evening,
formalizing the couple’s in-
tent to marry and celebrating
the union of the two families.

(Members of the two famllles
are pictured above.)

And Wednesday morning
was the wedding Ceremony
itself. It lasted abouty -
three and a half hoursn’i- =
and was sumptuous. |

Everyone was decked
out in their finest (see. &/
some of the women, at. /j
top), with most of the
American guests wear-
ing traditional outfits?
(half saris or kurtis fo
the women, kurtas fo
the men).

All the ceremonies were
facilitated by Hindu priests
who came to help perform
the rites, which incorporated
symbolic foods/plants, fire,
music, actions, and chanted
prayers.

With the ceremonies over,
the group was back on the
bus Thursday for a full day

of sightseeing. They
visited two other
Hindu temples, Bri-
hadeeswarar Temple
(or Big Temple) at
Thanjavur, as well as
the Sri Ranganathas-
wamy Temple Com-
" plex (a collection of
tower gateways and
| shrines covering 156
acres in total, making
it the world’s largest
functioning temple).

These were incred-
ible structures to
behold, constructed
over 1000 years ago.
They also visited a
former palace that contained
a historic library and art mu-
seum.

On Friday the guests said-
goodbye to the kind staff at
INDeco and traveled back to
Chennai to begin their trek
back to the States.

Everyone agreed it had been
truly a once-in-a-lifetime ex-
perience. The weather was a
little rainy at times, although
this was not the rainy season.
Otherwise, it was very pleas-
ant, with temperatures in
the 70s-80s the whole time
(unlike Kansas when we got
back!).

The food was very good.
Most meals consisted of
small portions of many dif-
ferent dishes (around a dozen
per meal with a wide variety
of flavors and textures.

Laura and Hosanna flew
back early Saturday morning
(November 30) and because
they were traveling back
across 11 time zones, they
arrived Saturday evening in
Kansas City, where Doug and
Bernie Fortmeyer welcomed
them at the airport.

While they did miss celebrat
ing Thanksgiving in the U.S.
this year, they were grateful
for the opportunity to spend
time in such

an interesting and different
culture.
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Winning VFW Essays

Below are the winning
entries in this year’s VFW
“Voice of Democracy” and
“Patriot’s Pen” essay con-
tests.

The first, “Voice of De-
mocracy,” is for high school
students and the second,
“Patriot’s Pen” is for middle
school students.

The winners were presented
scholarships in the amount
of $500 for the high school
winner and $200 for middle
school by Sabetha Memorial
Post 7285, and their essays
will be forwarded for district
level competition.

As reported in our last is-
sue, the Voice of Democracy
winner was Kylah Edelman,
and the Patriot’s Pen winner
was Kenzie Ploeger. Con-
gratulations to both, and to
the second and third place
winners—and all competi-
tors.

Voice of Democracy
The Country They Feared

A plague is spreading
quickly across the United
States of America, disloyalty
and disrespect to our great
country. The freedoms we
enjoy are not looked upon
as something bought at a
great price, but something
we are entitled to. History
is regarded as unimportant
and a waste of time to learn.
Our Founding Fathers do
not receive the respect and
admiration they deserve.
Veterans are not honored
for their sacrifices. The flag
is not respected. The Con-
stitution is not regarded as
a thread sewing our coun-
try together, but a useless
string people could care less
about. News without bias is
found few and far between
and people harshly judge
one another based upon
political beliefs. Politicians
are lied about, hated, and
harshly ridiculed. Is this
what our forefathers want-
ed? Is this the United States
they envisioned? America
today is not the America our
forefathers envisioned, it is
the America they feared.

When America first gained
its independence, our fore-
fathers were tasked with a
monumental decision on
how the newly indepen-
dent United States would
operate. While many of the
founding fathers’ visions for
the country had differences,
all of their visions had the
same focus, a free country
governed by its people. Our
founding fathers envisioned
a free country where all
citizens could experience
prosperity and could live a
life with minimal interfer-
ence from the government.
Now, we see the govern-

ment gaining more
and more power.
Our government ap-
pears to care more
about the illegal im-
migrants flooding
across our border
than our own citi-
zens. Leaders were meant to
represent the citizens and
strive to preserve our coun-
try. Today, it is questionable
whether or not people run
for political office because
they truly care about pre-
serving the U.S. or because
of their hunger for power
and money. The Constitu-
tion ensures many freedoms
to all U.S. citizens, but it is
crucial to remember that
these freedoms were not en-
sured to us by being written
down. They had to be fought
for and paid for with a great
price. Citizens lack respect
for those that sacrificed ev-
erything to gain and protect
these freedoms and instead
look at these freedoms as
entitlements that they de-
serve to have. The Consti-
tution is what holds our
country together, lays out
how it should run and en-
sures freedoms to citizens,
yet many people look at this
document as a worthless
and outdated piece of paper.

Perhaps the most sig-
nificant difference between
our forefathers’ vision and
America today is the po-
litical division. Pure hatred
streams from one party
to the next. Instead of a
united people we are split
into a division of “us” and
“them.” Neighbors turn
against neighbors, friends
against friends, and families
against families because of
their political beliefs. This
is not what our forefathers
wanted. In fact, George
Washington feared politi-
cal parties forming in the
U.S. because he knew they
would cause division. In his
farewell address, Washing-
ton warned the people to
beware of political parties
because they would be a
danger to democracy. Today,
we see Washington’s fear
coming to life. Partisanship
is so strong, politics is more
about arguing and criticiz-
ing the opposing side rather
than making accomplish-
ments within the govern-
ment. Political bias has in-
filtrated the media making
it next to impossible to find
news that strictly reports
the facts. Our country was
intended to be made up of
a united people, but instead
it appears to be a divided
people.

Our forefathers feared the
day our country would be
infiltrated by lies, hatred,
and disrespect and their
fear is coming true. Our
Constitution begins with
the words “We the People,”
meaning every person is
meant to have a voice. If we
don’t speak up and fight to

REYNOLDS
PLUMBING, HEATING &
COOLING
Shop 467-8250
Home 467-3165
Cell 785-7412751
Fairview

preserve our country, we are
participating in the down-
fall of our country. Change
will not happen when we sit
and wait for someone else to
do something. Our
forefathers vision estab-
lished the greatest country
in the world and it is our job,
as Americans, to make sure
that the America that they
envisioned is preserved, re-
spect

ed and fought for.

Patriot’s Pen
My Voice in America’s
Democracy

Voice. What does voice
mean? There are many defi-
nitions of the word voice. It
can be described as the abil-
ity to speak, an expression
of an opinion, or the range
of pitch. How is voice relat-
ed to America’s Democracy?
The democracy of the Unit-
ed States of America allows
for the power to be with the
people through elected rep-
resentatives.

As an American citizen,
I have the freedom to have
a voice. I have the ability
to speak my thoughts and
express my opinion. This
can be done in many dif-
ferent ways. I have a voice
in America’s democracy
through voting, being in-
volved in the community,
and engaging with elected
officials or those seeking to
be elected.

Once I turn eighteen and
am registered to vote, I can
use my voice through vot-
ing. I can vote for the poli-
tician that has similar be-
liefs and opinions as me.
From the President of the
United States to the Sena-
tors and Representatives
for the state of Kansas, to
our local county officials, to
those seeking offices in my
4-H club. My voice and vote
counts. My voice has the
power to select a represen-
tative who has like beliefs.
My voice also allows me to
speak against those who
speak falsely or who sway
from my beliefs.

Being involved in the com-
munity also provides a way
for my voice to be heard.
Speaking about what I be-
lieve is right and wrong or
what I feel should be done or
not done is a privilege that
living in a democracy offers
to me. My voice can also be
used to engage with those
who currently hold political
offices and those seeking of-
fice. I can voice my support
and opinions, but also learn
from them.

As you can see, voice has
many definitions and offers
many ways to be heard. My
voice in America’s democ-
racy can be heard through
voting, being involved in
the community and engag-
ing with elected officials.
My voice allows me to have
power in America’s Democ-

racy.

A New Year Poem

In a Christmas greeting, Kathy Arcotta (the former Kathy Kochner, FHS class of 1959) en-
closed this poem, a sort of meditation on where we are and what we ought to aim for.

OUR STORY

We no longer have a good story
We are between stories

The old story is not functioning properly anymore
We have not yet learned a new story
The new story needs to be deeply true

to this moment in time
and speak to it
Our new story must speak
about the planet Earth
a part of this mysterious galaxy
Of what makes up this planet
and all that exists, offers,
Interrelates, has developed
over 4 billion years of its existence.
This planet Earth is
not only home for humans
but for all life and what
sustains life.
Earth sounds came down to us
from the beginning of Time
We must once again hear
the urgent sounds of the
rivers, mountains, forests,
all its creatures
Allow the Earth and all its
living creatures
to live their
abundant life
We have been labeled
Homo sapiens
meaning wise ones.
We have not been wise
to the cosmos, to Earth
or to each other

The new story must
address

the inner wisdom of
the human

species that inhabit
this planet

The human soul

This place of inner

wisdom

that we consult in
our search

for what is true and
beautiful,

just and loving,
gifts of the imagina-
tion,
and a vision forward
for
the path ahead
Humanity and
Earth must
Join together
Imagine new ways
of relating to one an-
other
to Earth and to the
Universe
It is a human-earth story
It is a divine-human sto-
ry
We need a new story
Not just patch up the old
story
We need to be able to
allow ourselves to dream
a way forward.

Kathy noted that this poem is inspired by the
writings of Thomas Berry, 1914-2009

Berry was a Catholic priest and cultural histo-
rian, and an environmentalist long before most
of us were.

Wikipedia describes him this way: “He was
drawn early on to respond to the growing eco-
logical and climate crisis and proposed the
need for a ‘New Story’ of evolution in 1978.

“In this essay he suggested that a deep un-

derstanding of the history and functioning off
the evolving universe is a necessary inspiration
and guide for our own effective functioning as
individuals and as a species.

“Berry believed that humanity, after genera-
tions spent in despoiling the planet, is poised
to embrace a new role as a vital part of a larger,
interdependent Earth community, consisting
of a ‘communion of subjects not a collection of
objects.”

Not a bad source of inspiration.
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Day Moon rises South Moon sets % lllum/Phase
01/01/25  09:27 AM  02:10 PM 07:01PM 2%
Thursday  10:01AM  03:03 PM 08:14 PM 6%

Friday 10:30 AM  03:53PM  09:27 PM  13%
Saturday  10:55 AM  04:41 PM 10:39 PM  21%
Sunday 119 AM  05:28 PM 1:50 PM  31%
Monday  11:43AM  06:16 PM 1* Quarter
Tuesday  12:08 PM  07:05 PM 01:02 AM  53% "“4‘»‘

Wednesday 12:38 PM  07:58 PM  02:16 AM  64% J
Thursday  O1:13PM  08:55PM  03:32 AM  74%

Friday 01:56 PM  09:54 PM  04:47 AM  84%
Saturday 02:50 PM  10:56 PM  05:59 AM  91%
Sunday  03:53PM  11:57 PM 07:02 AM  96% .
Monday  05:02 PM 07:54 AM  Full Moon
01/14/25  06:13PM  12:54 AM  08:35 AM  100%

Milkweed pods, mostly empty this time of year, seem ideally
designed. As the seeds mature inside the pod, most pods split open
on the bottom, protecting the fluffy seeds from rain, with the fluff
attached to the pointy tip of the pod so the seed drops down first,
blown away by the wind once the fluff dries and puffs out enough to
carry the seed away. Its a good time to identify many plants by their
seedheads, including perennial sunflowers, goldenrods, and asters.
Some seedheads retain their aroma including beebalm, slender
mountain mint, and sweet everlasting which smells like maple.

Sun

Venus W, Saturn S, Mars, Jupiter E at dusk; Merc. E at dawn
Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
01/01/25 06:41 AM  07:44 AM  05:09 PM  06:12 PM
Thursday 06:41AM  07:44 AM  05:10 PM  06:13 PM
Friday 06:41 AM  07:44 AM 0511 PM  06:14 PM
Saturday  06:41 AM  07:44 AM  05:12 PM  06:15 PM
Sunday  06:42 AM 07:44 AM 0512 PM  06:15 PM
Monday  06:42 AM  07:44 AM  05:13 PM  06:16 PM
Tuesday 06:42 AM  07:44 AM  05:14 PM 06:17 PM
Wednesday 06:41 AM  07:44 AM  05:15PM  06:18 PM
Thursday 06:41 AM  07:43 AM  05:16 PM  06:19 PM
Friday 06:41 AM  07:43 AM  05:17 PM  06:20 PM
Saturday  06:41 AM  07:43 AM  05:18 PM  06:21 PM
Sunday 06:41 AM  07:43 AM  05:19 PM  06:22 PM
Monday 06:41 AM  07:42 AM  05:21PM  06:23 PM

01/14/25 06:41 AM  07:42 AM  05:22 PM  06:24 PM
. The Osage tribe call January's moon Moon Stands Alone
moon, partly because unlike the sun, whose path across the
sky is low in the south, the moon's path is far north, almost

overhead in the sky. While the moon is a slender crescent this
Friday, in the morning before dawn or after midnight Saturday
morning, the Quadrantid meteor shower may produce as many
as 100 meteors an hour. Later on Monday, Jan. 13, when the
moon has waxed to almost full, look to the east an hour or so
after sunset and you will see Mars right next to the Moon.
Watch it get closer and closer until it passes right over Mars!
Finally, since the orbit around the sun is elliptical, not circular,
on Jan. 4 we are 310,000 miles closer to the sun than our
furthest point/aphelion in July. It's still winter, tho...
. Winter can be a good time to identify trees, since each
species not only has unique leaves, they also have different
bark, leaf scars, bud locations and other characteristics that
distinguish them from other tree and shrub species. Online:
https://feralforaging.com/fundamentals-of-winter-tree-
identification/ is great for bud ID; | find looking at the leaves on
the ground under a tree are a pretty easy guide, too.

. Flocks of robins are combing the woods, eating
honeysuckle berries and spreading the invasive bush. Other
birds are picking over hackberry trees for their berries, as well
as sunflower and other forb seedheads. Squirrels are eating
osage orange seeds and hedge apple fragments lay under many
of the trees. Pack rat nests are full of acorns and other seeds.




