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Paul Reynolds Receives Special 
Recognition Award

(Taken from the Hiawatha 
World, April 11) 

  Paul Reynolds of Fairview, 
manager of Brown County 
Rural Water District No. 
1, has received a Special 
Recognition Award for his 
years of service to the rural 
water system.  Paul was 
recognized during the Kansas 
Rural Water Association’s 
Annual Conference and 
Exhibition, held on March 25-
27 in Wichita.
      Paul began working in 

Rural Water in 1969 as a 
project inspector on the 
newly formed and under 
construction Brown County 
Rural Water District No. 1.  
  He stayed on to operate 
the system after the project 
was completed, and in 1985 
was promoted to District 
Manager—a role he still fi lls 
today at age 90.  
     In addition to performing all 
the duties required to operate 
the rural water district, Paul 
served on the Fairview City 

Council from 1975 to 
1985, and again from 
1991 to 2007.  
     Over the years, 
Paul has contributed 
to the community 
in numerous other 
ways as well, as a 
property owner and 
businessman.

Congratulations to 
Paul.  This is a well 
deserved honor for an 
important citizen of 
Fairview.

Fairview High School 
Scholarship Winners 

Chosen
    The Board of the Fairview 
High School Scholarship 
Fund met on April 14 at the 
home of Board President 
Mike Schmitt in Hiawatha.
     The Board agreed that 
suffi cient funds were 
available to once again 
provide four $1,000 
scholarships.  While the 
Rogers Family scholarship 
has been discontinued after 
many years, an anonymous 
donor has given $1,000 
for what we are calling 
the “Fairview Bulldog 
Scholarship.”  
     There were 12 well-qualifi ed 
applicants this year.  As was 
done beginning in 2024, a 
minimum of two of the four 
scholarships were reserved 
for applicants residing within 
the boundaries of the old 
Fairview High School District 
5, with the others available 
for any graduate of Sabetha 
or Hiawatha high schools.  
This year, as it happened, the 

Board chose three students 
from within the old District 
5 area, and one from outside.  
    The names of the four 
winning candidates will be 
published in our next issue, 
after they have been notifi ed 
and their high school award 
ceremonies have been held.  
    The Board appreciates 
the interest shown in these 
scholarships and the strength 
of the applications this year.  
They also appreciate the 
support the community has 
show for this scholarship 
program over the years.  (And 
the anonymous contribution 
received this year, from a 
younger member of the 
community, suggests that 
support will continue.)
    Board Members are Mike 
Schmitt, President, Cherie 
Stueve (a new member), Vice 
President, Bev Tummons, 
Treasurer and David 
Lambertson, Secretary.

250 Years Ago
 With apologies to Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, here are 

excerpts from his poem reminding us of our heritage…
         Listen, my children, and you shall hear
Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere,
On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-Five:
Hardly a man is now alive
Who remembers that famous day and year.
        He said to his friend, “If the British march
By land or sea from the town to-night,
Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry-arch
Of the North-Church-tower, as a signal-light,—
One if by land, and two if by sea;
And I on the opposite shore will be,
Ready to ride and spread the alarm
Through every Middlesex village and farm,
For the country-folk to be up and to arm.”
              It was one by the village clock,
When he galloped into Lexington.
He saw the gilded weathercock
Swim in the moonlight as he passed,
And the meeting-house windows, blank and bare,
Gaze at him with a spectral glare,
As if they already stood aghast
At the bloody work they would look upon.
              It was two by the village clock,
When he came to the bridge in Concord town.
He heard the bleating of the fl ock,
And the twitter of birds among the trees,
And felt the breath of the morning breeze
Blowing over the meadows brown.
And one was safe and asleep in his bed
Who at the bridge would be fi rst to fall,
Who that day would be lying dead,
Pierced by a British musket-ball.
               So through the night rode Paul Revere;
And so through the night went his cry of alarm
To every Middlesex village and farm,—
A cry of defi ance, and not of fear,
A voice in the darkness, a knock at the door,
And a word that shall echo forevermore!
For, borne on the night-wind of the Past,
Through all our history, to the last,
In the hour of darkness and peril and need,
The people will waken and listen to hear
The hurrying hoof-beats of that steed,
And the midnight message of Paul Revere.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 1858
Perhaps we need another Paul Revere today.

KU Inventors—and Patents
From a KU press release.

  The University of Kansas 
ranked 37th among public 
institutions in the Top 100 
U.S. Universities Granted 
Utility Patents in 2024, a list 
published by the National 
Academy of Inventors. 
   The list showcases 
universities that play a 
pivotal role in advancing the 
innovation ecosystem and 
driving economic growth in 
the United States. 
 KU ranked 59th among all 
universities.  The U.S. Patent 
& Trademark Offi ce granted 
KU 36 U.S. utility patents in 
2024.
    “KU’s continued recognition 
by NAI in its list of the Top 100 
Universities Granted Utility 
Patents is a testament to the 
university’s prioritization of 
innovation.
   Each of those granted 
patents represents a new 
potential opportunity for 
KU research to have tangible 
impact, either through the 
creation of new products or 
services or the creation of 
new businesses,” said Clifford 

Michaels, executive director of 
the KU Center for Technology 
Commercialization. 
    A utility patent, which 
is typically referred to as 
a “patent for invention,” 
is a type of intellectual 
property protection granted 
by a government authority 
for a new or improved 
product, process, machine or 
composition of matter. 
 Utility patents are a 
fundamental tool for 
inventors and companies 
to protect their ideas and 
inventions, giving them 
a competitive edge in the 
marketplace, encouraging 
innovation and contributing 
to technological progress — 
leading to economic growth 
and impact.
     “At a time when the 
landscape around research 
and innovation keeps 
changing, it is even more 
important to remind 
ourselves that patents and the 
proprietary rights they grant 
are key to maintaining our 
economic competitiveness,” 
Michaels said. 

      Since 2013, NAI has published 
the Top 100 Worldwide 
Universities list, with the 
Top 100 U.S. Universities 
list being introduced in 
2023 to provide a more 
focused view of the national 
innovation landscape and the 
contributions made by U.S. 
academic institutions.
    Collectively, the universities 
on the 2024 Top 100 U.S. list 
hold more than 6,700 patents. 
NAI member institutions 
comprise 96 percent of the 
ranking and hold nearly 6,500 
patents. 
   The top three universities 

in this list were the University 
of California System, with 
540 patents among its ten 
institutions, MIT, with 295 
patents, and the University of 
Texas System with 234 among 
its 14 institutions.  
   KU was tied in 59th place 
with Pennsylvania State and 
the University of Rochester.  
K-State fi nished in a tie for 
99th in 2023, but was not 
ranked last year.
   (Patent drawing for toilet 

paper rolls is pictured above.)

Governor Kelly Signs Bill to Tackle Kansas’ 
Water Challenges

In a fairly disputatious 
legislative session ending 
with numerous vetoes by the 
governor, and almost as many 
veto-overrides by the GOP-
controlled House and Senate, 
the future of the state’s water 
supply seemed to be one issue 
both sides could agree on. 
    This press release is from the 
Governor’s Offi ce:
    Governor Laura Kelly has 
signed Senate Substitute for 
House Bill 2172, creating 
the water program task 
force to create a long-
term investment program 
for water with a dedicated 
revenue source, similar to 
the state’s rolling 10-year 
transportation programs. The 
task force will also evaluate 
current funding for water and 
the state’s water planning 
statutes, submitting reports 
detailing its fi ndings to the 
governor and the Kansas 
Legislature in 2026 and 2027.
  “Developing a 
comprehensive, long-term, 
and sustainable water 
program is long overdue and 
a signifi cant step forward in 
ensuring Kansas’ water supply 
is preserved for generations 
to come,” Governor Kelly 
said. “Thanks to this 
legislation, there will now 
be a bipartisan strategic plan 
with a dedicated funding 
source to tackle Kansas’ most 
pressing water challenges. I 
commend the Legislature for 
advancing my proposal and 
acting on this critical issue.”

    The task force will include 13 
voting members spearheaded 
by a bipartisan group of 
legislators. Of those 13 voting 
members, six members will 
be Kansans appointed by 
legislative leadership. The 
task force also includes a fi ve-
member water planning work 
group, which is tasked with 
reviewing and modernizing 
the State Water Resources 
Planning Act.
    “Water is truly vital 
to Kansas agriculture, 
business, and communities 
throughout the state,” said 
Speaker of the Kansas House 
of Representatives Dan 
Hawkins. “I commend…
members of the House Water 
and Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Committees, for 
their leadership in forming 
the Water Task Force, 
an essential step toward 
maintaining our precious 
water resources.”
    The task force is charged 
with evaluating major risks 
to Kansas’ water quality 
and quantity, including any 
impact on current and future 
economic growth. It will also 
examine current funding for 
water and determine whether 
this funding is suffi cient 
to address the water issues 
included in the State Water 
Plan, including Kansas’ 
current and future water 
infrastructure needs. The 
task force will represent every 
corner of Kansas by including 

at least one member from 
each of the fi ve conservation 
regions of the state.
    "This is a critical step 
forward in addressing 
Kansas' water challenges 
by establishing a dedicated 
task force and work group to 
guide our state's water policy 
and funding decisions," said 
Kansas Senate President Ty 
Masterson. "This bill refl ects 
a bipartisan legislative 
commitment to ensuring 
sustainable water resources 
for future generations, and 
I’m proud to see it move 
forward with the governor’s 
support."
    The task force will prepare 
and submit a preliminary 
report to the governor and 
Legislature on or before Jan. 
31, 2026, and a fi nal report on 
Jan. 31, 2027. The report will 
include recommendations 
on the water program’s long-
term structure to address 
Kansas’ current and future 
water needs, the roles and 
responsibilities of the state, 
municipalities, and regional 
entities, and identifying a 
dedicated funding source for 
the State Water Plan fund.
    “Establishing a task force 
that is dedicated to making 
progress on Kansas’ water 
issues is critical to the 
success of our agriculture 
industry and economy,” said 
Representative for House 
District 110 Ken Rahjes. “This 
bill will allow us to take 

steps so our agriculture 
communities and rural areas 
can thrive. It’s crucial we 
secure Kansas’ water supply 
now, so our state remains an 
agricultural and economic 
powerhouse for decades to 
come.”
    Governor Kelly encouraged 
the Legislature to form the 
task force during her State of 
the State address in January. 
The Kelly Administration 
and Kansas Water Authority 
also conducted 14 public 
meetings across the state in 
2024 to gather feedback from 
Kansans on local priorities 
and needs for a long-term 
program. The results of these 
meetings were published in 
the Strategic Implementation 
Framework for water, which 
can serve as a blueprint 
for the task force’s work 
in constructing a long-
term, well-resourced water 
program.  
    “Protecting Kansas' water is 
paramount for our generation 
and future generations of 
Kansans,” said Representative 
for House District 22 Lindsey 
Vaughn. 
  “In passing this legislation, 
the Legislature and Governor 
Kelly are taking a critical 
step to ensuring we have a 
long-term strategic plan for a 
safe and secure water supply. 
I'm proud to support this 
groundbreaking bill and look 
forward to seeing everything 
the task force accomplishes.”

2025 Boys State Application Deadline Nears
  (Press release, Boys State of 

Kansas, April 8, 2025)  Less 
than a month remains to 
apply for the 2025 session 
of the American Legion 
Boys State of Kansas, to 
be held Sunday, June 1, 
through Saturday, June 7, at 
Kansas State University in 
Manhattan. The deadline is 
set for Wednesday, April 30. 
Applications are accepted 
after that date, but on a 
space-available basis. This 
will be the 87th session of the 
Kansas Boys State program 
and the 33rd consecutive year 
at KSU.
    Traditionally, Kansas Boys 
State has been for individuals 
who will complete their 
junior year of high school 
in the spring just prior to 
the start of each session. 
However, the ALBSK program 
has again expanded the pool 
of applicants for this year’s 
session to also include those 
who will complete their 
sophomore year of high school 
this spring. There is no limit 
on the number of delegates 
a school, community or 
American Legion post can 
send to attend Kansas Boys 
State.
     The American Legion 
Boys State of Kansas 
program provides a relevant, 
interactive, problem-solving 
experience in leadership and 
teamwork that develops self-
identity, promotes mutual 
respect and instills civic 
responsibility to inculcate a 
sense of individual obligation 
to community, state and 
nation. Boys State is a 

“learning by doing” political 
exercise that simulates 
elections, political parties 
and government at the state, 
county and local levels, 
providing opportunities 
to lead under pressure, 
showcasing character and 
working effectively within a 
team. It’s also an opportunity 
to gain pride and respect 
for government, and the 
price paid by members of 
the military to preserve 
democracy.
    The cost to attend the Boys 
State of Kansas program 
is $375; however, in many 
instances, sponsors pay the 
majority of the fees, with the 
delegate or his family paying 
$50. Those wishing to attend 
the 2025 session should 
visit ksbstate.org to apply.
    Kansas Boys State 
attendees are eligible to 
receive a three-hour course 
credit (Introduction to 
Political Science [POLSC 
110]) through Kansas State 
University, as well as earn 
merit badges to attain the 
Eagle Scout rank through 
Boy Scouts of America. 
Additionally, attendees 
can apply to win a Samsung 
American Legion Scholarship. 
The American Legion 
Department of Kansas fi nalist 
is guaranteed to receive a 
$1,250 scholarship, with the 
opportunity to receive up to 
$10,000 as a national scholar.
    Mike Finnegan, Ph.D., 
assistant professor and 
director of K-State Strengths 
initiative within the Staley 
School of Leadership at 

Kansas State University, and 
a 1998 Kansas Boys State 
delegate, will be the featured 
keynote speaker during the 
Kansas Boys State opening 
session on Sunday, June 
1, starting at 1:30 p.m. in 
McCain Auditorium. The 
mission of K-State Strengths 
is to be a catalyst for students 
to develop their unique 
talents in pursuit of being 
their best selves with a goal to 
increase student engagement 
and well-being across campus 
so students can thrive.
     In addition, Kansas 
Secretary of State Scott 
Schwab, also a 1998 Kansas 
Boys State delegate, will 
provide remarks and swear-
in the elected mayors of KBS 
cities during a ceremony on 
Monday, June 2, starting at 
6:50 p.m. at the Boys State 
Assembly Area (Goodnow/
Marlatt Hall parking lot).
    Potential sponsors, 
such as American Legion 
posts, civic organizations, 
businesses, clubs and 
interested individuals should 
visit ksbstate.org/sponsor-a-
delegate. Questions? Contact 
the ALBSK at info@ksbstate.
org or (785) 550-6492.
    For complete information 
about the American Legion 
Boys State of Kansas program, 
visit ksbstate.org. For 
information about the 2025 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Sunfl ower Girls State, which 
will be held Sunday, June 1, 
through Friday, June 6, at 
the University of Kansas in 
Lawrence, visit ksgirlsstate.
org.
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Commentary

To Our Readers:

       Richard Armitage 
Newspapers reported last week that Rich-
ard Armitage, a former Deputy Secretary 
of State,  had died as a result of a pulmo-
nary embolism at the age of 79. 
     Armitage was a 1967 graduate of the 
Naval Academy and served three years in 
Vietnam as an advisor to what was known 
as the “brown water navy”—the fast patrol 
boats that plied the canals and rivers of 
the Mekong Delta. 
     He left military service in 1973, but was 
asked to return to Vietnam early in 1975, 
as it became clear that a North Vietnam-
ese victory was inevitable, to fi gure out 
ways to prevent the capture by communist 
forces of American military equipment 
being used by our erstwhile South Viet-
namese allies, including ships and planes, 
by destroying it if necessary.  When Ar-
mitage got there, he developed a different 
plan, and working with a South Vietnam-
ese navy captain and friend, organized 
the evacuation of South Vietnamese navy 
vessels—and an estimated 30,000 South 
Vietnamese military personnel and their 
families—from Saigon and other ports to 
Subic Bay in the Philippines.  He did that 
without authorization from Washington, 
at the age of not quite 30.  Exactly 50 years 
ago.
    Armitage was an aide to Senator Bob 
Dole for a brief period and then, when the 
Reagan Administration came into offi ce, 
he was named Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for East Asia, and subsequently     
Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
International Security Affairs.  
    Armitage had a series of “special envoy”-
type jobs in the George H.W. Bush Admin-
istration, including renegotiating our bas-
es agreement with the Philippines.         
    He was happily engaged in the private 
sector during the eight years of the Clin-
ton Administration, but returned to gov-
ernment with the 2000 election of George 
W. Bush.  That time, with his old friend 
General Colin Powell, Armitage moved to 
the State Department, as Secretary Pow-
ell’s number two, the Deputy Secretary of 
State.  (In his Senate confi rmation hear-
ing, when asked for his defi nition of di-

plomacy, he said it involved saying “nice 
doggy, nice doggy, until you can fi nd a big 
stick.”)  
    When Powell stepped down after George 
W.’s fi rst term, so did Armitage, returning 
to a consulting business.  He continued to 
wield infl uence in government, however—
up until the end of his life.
    Armitage believed in the necessity of 
American leadership in the world, and 
knew that it was best exercised in concert 
with our friends and allies.  He was instru-
mental over many years in maintaining 
and strengthening those alliances, par-
ticularly in East Asia.  
    Armitage was not a tall man, but he was 
big.  He had played football with Roger 
Staubach at the Naval Academy, was a 
lifelong weightlifter, and despite his line-
man’s physique, enjoyed playing basket-
ball until he was well into his 70s.  He had 
a considerable presence —a “command 
presence,” I think it is called.  
   Armitage was always a strong Repub-
lican, but of the Robert Dole variety.  He 
endorsed Hillary Clinton in 2016, and was 
among former Republican offi cials to sign 
a letter declaring Trump unfi t for a second 
term in 2020.  
     I met Armitage in 1981, and it was my 
pleasure and privilege to be around him 
from time to time after that.  I admired  
his intellect and enjoyed his bluster, and 
his warmth. 
    I am sorry he is gone; the country could 
still use him,  now more than ever.   

Letters to the Editor

More Milestones on the Road to 
Making America Great Again

       As usual with the Trump 
Administration, something 
noteworthy (or at least 
newsworthy) has happened 
every day since we were last 
together.  The following is a 
random selection from the 
past two weeks.
    —  DOGE, unfettered.  Trump 
(or Musk’s) “Department of 
Government Effi ciency” has 
continued to wreak havoc 
on the federal government, 
which is a good thing if you 
don’t like the government 
but not so good if you believe 
it is a necessary thing to have.  
    Possibly as many as 130,000 
civil servants have been fi red 
(some have been rehired 
by court order) and Musk 
promises there will be many 
more to follow.      
    The IRS reportedly has lost 
a quarter of its workforce—
your tax refund may be a 
little late this year—with the 
IRS offi ces responsible for 
auditing big, complicated 
returns (i.e., from people 
like Musk and Trump) being 
especially hard hit.
    The Social Security 
Administration has also 
taken a hit in the last two 
weeks, and there is continued 
discussion of regional SSA 
centers being closed, which 
could cause some real pain to 
social security recipients.  
   The fi rings, the tampering 
with sensitive information 
systems (and probable 
data theft), and the general 
atmosphere of uncertainty 
Musk has managed to create, 
have reduced rather than 
enhanced “effi ciency.” 
    What they have done 
instead is to create chaos 
which, it is increasingly clear, 
is the real purpose.  
    —  Achievements on 
immigration. These 
include international 
graduate students at several 
universities being picked up 
by ICE agents (wearing masks 
and driving unmarked cars) 
and sent to distant detention 
facilities. 
   One such example—caught 
on fi lm by a surveillance 
camera—was a young woman 
of Middle Eastern origin, 
studying at Tufts University 
near Boston, detained while 
walking to a restaurant for 
dinner with friends and now 
in a Louisiana detention 
center.  
  Her alleged infraction—
co-authoring an op-
ed sympathetic to the 
Palestinians of Gaza.  
     But the incident drawing 
the most attention has been 
the case of Kilmar Abrego 
Garcia of Maryland. 
   Abrego Garcia entered the 
US illegally from El Salvador 
in 2011 when he was 14 years 

old.  He is married to an 
American citizen, has three 
young children, no criminal 
record and had been granted 
“protective legal status” on 
grounds that he could face 
danger from gang violence in 
El Salvador.
    Nevertheless, he was 
detained by ICE and 
fl own with more than two 
hundred alleged members 
of a Venezuelan gang to El 
Salvador, where they are 
imprisoned. 
   ICE admitted that Abrego 
Garcia was the victim of “an 
administrative error.”  
  But the Administration 
has since dug in its heels, 
claiming that he is in fact a 
gang member—although it 
has presented no evidence of 
that.  
    The Supreme Court declared 
that the government must 
“facilitate” Abrego Garcia’s 
return.  The Administration 
to date has ignored that order 
(including with a staged, 
mocking conversation in the 
Oval Offi ce between Trump 
and the President of El 
Salvador in which they agreed 
that Abrego Garcia was right 
where he belonged.)  
  This case—and the 
rendition itself of the 
alleged Venezuelan gang 
members—have raised 
both humanitarian and 
constitutional issues, and we 
will hear much more about 
them in days to come.
   —  Extorting law fi rms 
and pressuring universities. 
Trump has signed several 
executive orders targeting 
prominent law fi rms, solely 
on grounds that they have 
allegedly wronged him in the 
past. 
  He has ordered that any 
federal contracts with them 
be terminated, that they be 
barred from federal buildings, 
that they be investigated, etc.
   A half dozen major fi rms 
have capitulated, and have 
agreed to do hundreds of 
millions of dollars of “pro 
bono” work in the future 
for people or causes Trump 
supports.  
    Fortunately, other fi rms 
have gone to court to have 
Trump’s orders declared 
illegal, and most have scored 
wins in Federal District 
Courts. 
   The latest to do so was 
Susman Godfrey, whose sin 
in Trump’s eyes had been to 
represent Dominion Voting 
Systems in its suit against Fox 
News, which had alleged that 
Dominion voting machines 
had stolen the election in 
2020.  (Fox subsequently 
had to pay a $787.5 million 
settlement.)
    With respect to universities, 

the Administration 
claims that it is seeking to 
combat anti-Semitism on 
campuses.  (National Jewish 
organizations are skeptical 
of that, given Trump’s past 
statement and actions—e.g., 
his comment that “there 
are good people on both 
sides” in the aftermath of 
an anti-Semitic rally in 
Charlottesville, Virginia 
during his fi rst term.)  
    Other grievances the 
Administration has cited 
include dreaded “DEI”  
programs and the general 
“wokeness” of many 
campuses.   Some universities 
have groveled for mercy 
(Columbia) in order not to lose 
many millions in government 
research contracts, while 
others, notably Harvard, have 
declared that universities 
must remain independent of 
government control. 
   To date, this lofty stance 
has cost Harvard $2 billion in 
research grants, and a threat 
to remove its tax exempt 
status.  
  Most other university 
administrations are simply 
hoping they are not targeted—
not having Harvard’s very 
deep pockets (a roughly 
$50 billion endowment) 
to weather government 
retaliation..
    — Tariffs and their effects.
Trump’s worldwide 10 
percent tariffs and his much 
higher targeted tariffs toward 
China and many other trading 
partners have roiled stock 
markets, disrupted supply 
chains for both manufactured 
goods and commodities, 
and seem likely to lead to 
infl ation—and possibly 
recession—in our country 
and many others.   
    As with other Trump 
Administration initiatives, 
the Administration seems to 
not know what it is doing or 
even what it wants. 
   Our friends are confused as 
well, and “trust” in American 
intentions and decisions is 
slipping—something that 
can be measured in declining 
purchases of  Treasury bonds 
and a weakening dollar.  
    Four months ago we were 
the undisputed leader of the 
world economy.  Today, not 
so much.   
                                          DL

To Ye Editors,
    As a proud daughter of Fair-
view, I frequently celebrate 
the unique privilege of grow-
ing up in our small town. My 
childhood memories are fi lled 
with knowing people from all 
walks of life and enjoying the 
freedom to safely explore our 
community on my bicycle.
    For years, I have admired 
the work of another home-
town daughter – the artist 
Christina Klein-Tross. I re-
member being captivated by 
her works displayed at the 
UCC, particularly how she 
captured her grandfather 
Emil Spellmeier. Her distinc-
tive abstract style allowed me 
to immediately recognize her 
two Toto statues in Wamego 
(which remain on display to-
day). Her portrayal of Butch 
Rogers, perfectly capturing 
his facial expressions and 
even the subtle detail of his 
arm resting on a nearby chair 
at Checkers. I've appreciated 
the Enterprise sharing stories 
about her painting projects 
on the family buildings dur-

ing her frequent visits home.
    Having recently seen the 
new mural installation in 
person, I was struck by its vi-
brant celebration—a colorful 
beacon that not only beau-
tifi es Fairview, but has the 
potential to attract visitors 
who might otherwise drive 
by without a second glance. 
Christina's interpretation of-
fers a fresh perspective on 
the natural surroundings that 
can easily get overlooked or 
overpowered in a shrinking 
community.
    Art, by its nature, involves 
creative interpretation, ex-
pertise, and unique vision. It 
is meant to be both literal and 
abstract, specifi c yet obscure, 
drawing the eye to explore 
more deeply. Murals like this 
are not intended to be pho-
tographic reproductions of 
specifi c images to scale, but 
rather creations that delight 
the eye and challenge our 
perceptions of the surround-
ing place and people.
    I am not a current resident 
of Fairview but a frequent 

visitor. I hope this mural will 
remain in place, with other 
artistic visions being cap-
tured in different locations. 
Elaine VanDalsem Mellen-
bruch deserves recognition 
for her transformation of her 
parents' business sign on the 
other side of town, as well 
as the city’s sign dedicated 
to General Rogers. Addition-
al murals in new locations 
would only encourage more 
exploration of Fairview, rath-
er than simply causing trav-
elers to apply their brakes for 
the speed limit.
    I respectfully urge both 
leadership and citizens to 
reconsider their approach to 
Christina Klein-Tross's work, 
honor their commitment 
to this talented daughter of 
Fairview, celebrate this beau-
tiful addition to our land-
scape, and recognize that 
sometimes the unexpected 
result surpasses the original 
concept.

  Sincerely, Cherie 
(Trentman) Stueve

Dear Editor:      
    A couple of things popped 
up in the April 9 Enterprise!  
Loved the article on Bernard 
Rogers (Bud used to tell 
about him), and I noticed a 
comment in the “archives” 
about Jerry Meyer—also a 
good old friend of Bud’s.
     Then I read Maggie Wikle's 
note... hmmm.  I believe an 
editor has a right to print his 
opinion especially when he 
says it is his opinion.  
  And the paper should have 
NEWS of the area, but people 
need to get on email and send 
that news to the Editor and 
the newspaper. 
  (I would give anything if 
the  Salina Journal would tell 
us when the museum has a 
special event or when the 
quilt guild meets or the VFW 
has a supper, or what the city 
council is doing... no matter 
what we send them, there is 
no longer local stuff in the 
paper, except once in awhile, 
when a new business opens.) 
   So, patrons of the 
Enterprise—send stuff to 
David! You are so lucky to 
have the Enterprise.

 Now the next missive... to 
the City Council. 
  To tell you the truth, your 
mural is fantastic, colorful 
and appropriate!  Get the rest 
of it up and yes, pay the artist.
     Not doing that is a slap to all 
artists and I'm not sure that 
anyone would want to take on 
a project with you unless they 
were paid up front. 
  As a retired art educator, 
and having done a lot of 
commission work over 
the years, I only one time 
delivered a work and was 
not paid... but I have never 
forgotten who it was and what 
the work was and yes, I have 
told people about the fellow 
who did not pay.  Now, do you 
want that kind of reputation?  

  Mary Ann Tanking
   Mary Tanking, widow of Bud, 

FHS class of 1950, lives in 
Salina.

Of Note
       From Kansas Farmer:  
   About 583 acres of premi-
um farmland near Hiawatha, 
Kan., sold in four tracts at 
auction Feb. 18. 
  All tracts were highly pro-
ductive ground with good ac-
cess to highways. 
   Tracts 1 and 4 included a 
32-by-48 Quonset hut and a 
65-by-30 open-front storage 
building, respectively. 
  The four tracts sold for an 
average of $12,331 per acre. 
  The seller was Baird Proper-
ties LLC. The sale was han-
dled by Farmers National Co. 

Post Offi ce Delays
   If you have received the last 
issue of the Enterprise (April 
9), you’ve done better than Sa-
cie and me. 
    One more day will make a 
full two weeks since the 
paper was put in the mail.

Consumer Reports  has just 
published an article:
10 Really Risky Foods

 Right Now
Very interesting  

recommended reading that 
will cause a fuss
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Here and There

Compiled By Larry Gilbert from the Archives of  The Fairview Enterprise

Science You Can Use
by Jack K. Horner

Dear Science:  About fi ve years 
ago, I asked Science You Can 
Use whether it’s worthwhile 
to have my DNA analyzed by 
a DNA-ancestry company to 
fi nd out where my ancestors 
resided.  Since that time, one 
of the major suppliers of such 
services, 23andMe, has gone 
into Chapter 11 bankruptcy.   
Should that bankruptcy affect 
my decision?   -- Buck R.
  Dear Buck:  What’s 
“worthwhile” only you can 
judge.  Here are some things 
you may wish to consider:
    There are several “ancestry” 
DNA testing services.  You 
send a mouth swab, along 
with a payment (for a “basic” 
analysis) of about $100,  to the 
service.  The testing service 
then performs an analysis 
of some of the DNA on that 
swab and sends you a report 
stating your ancestors are 
associated, with a probability, 
with various nationalities 
or geographic regions.  For 
example, a report might say 
that you are “50% French, 
25% British, and 25% East 
European”.
     For an additional fee, some 
DNA-ancestry services will 
report whether your DNA 
suggests you are disposed 
to some gene-defect-related 
diseases such as sickle-cell 
anemia, certain kinds of 
breast cancer, some kinds of 
dementia, and Huntington’s 
Disease.
    Five years ago, “Science 
You Can Use” recommended 
that you carefully consider 
the services DNA-ancestry 
companies can and can’t 
provide.   Most of those 
considerations concerned 
what claims about gene/
geographic associations 
could even mean, including: 
1.  The genetic distribution 
of a given geographic region 
can vary signifi cantly over 
even relatively short times, in 
some cases over as little as a 
century. 
  (Irish immigration to US 
in the 19th century, and 
interbreeding between  
Roman soldiers and the 
populations of what is now 
Western Europe in the           
fi rst century AD, are good 
examples.) 
   Thus, a gene/geographic-
region  association cannot be 
assumed to be constant, even 
over as few as 100  years.  
  2.   At a given time, the 
variation in the genes in a 
given geographic region   can 
be greater than the variation 
between genes in distinct 
geographic regions.  This 
issue arises frequently in 
towns near border regions 
between countries.

3 .   
It is not clear, in all cases 
of interest, what statistical 
methods   are  used  by             
DNA-ancestry services. 
Whether the information 
provided by             those 
services is meaningful can 
vary greatly depending on 
what those             statistical 
methods are.  Suppose, for 
example,  that a DNA-ancestry             
service company had just one 
example of a “British” DNA 
sequence in the            data it 
uses to compare to yours.  If 
that service reported you had 
“British”            ancestry, that 
claim would be statistically 
meaningless.
      To put (1) – (3) in perspective, 
there is overwhelming 
evidence that all humans 
alive today descended from 
modern humans (Homo 
sapiens) living in Africa.  If so, 
we are all, in that sense, 100% 
African.
    In addition to (1) – (3), the 
earlier “Science You Can Use” 
column on this topic noted 
in passing that each of the 
three largest ancestry-DNA 
companies required you to 
acknowledge, in writing, that 
you provide your personal 
information at your own 
risk.  This means that an 
ancestry-DNA company 
could accidentally:
  a. confuse your 
information with someone 
else’s. 
  b. reveal to a third 
party that you have a genetic 
disease.   Some insurance 
companies might not insure 
you, and some potential 
employers might not hire you, 
if they had this knowledge.  
(Whether those behaviors are 
legal is another matter.)
     An ancestry-DNA company 
that does not provide you, in 
writing, with a contractually 
binding statement of how 
much it will pay you if your 
data is compromised while it 
is in the possession of such a 
company, has no obligation 
to pay you for any damages 

that may occur if your data is 
compromised.
     23andMe’s bankruptcy 
lends new urgency to 
concerns about the privacy 
of your genetic data.   Let’s 
look at some of those issues 
in more depth:
   c.  In October 2023,  
23andMe learned that various 
kinds of private genetic data 
had been hacked (see https://
blog.23andme.com/articles/
addressing-data-security-
concerns ).
   d.  Last year (2024), 23andMe 
cut 40% of its workforce.
 e. In late March 2025, 
23andMe’s CEO resigned.
   f.  23andMe has never turned 
a profi t since it went public in 
2021.
   g.  In the fi rst nine months 
of fi scal year 2025 (which 
ended 31 December 2024), 
23andMe reported a net loss 
of 174 million dollars.
  h.  23andMe is seeking a 
buyer.  There is no guarantee 
that a buyer will provide at 
least the level of protection of 
your data that 23andMe did.
  i.  As of the end of March 
2025, 23andMe’s stock price 
had dropped below one 
dollar per share (from $266 
per share in June 2021, when 
23andMe went public).
    The current management 
of 23andMe explicitly stated 
that during Chapter 11, the 
company will continue to 
provide the “same level of 
service to its customers” 
that it provided before the 
company entered bankruptcy.   
  The meaning of such a 
claim devolves to whatever 
23andMe actually promises 
about data privacy in its 
service contract, as noted 
above.
    For further information, see 
Ricki Lewis, Human Genetics: 
Concepts and Application, 
12th Edition, McGraw-Hill, 
2017.
                              Jack Horner 
               is a systems engineer.

 KU Debate Team Does State Proud, Again
  As we have noted before in these pages, a 
sign on I-70 near Lawrence declares that KU 
is the six time national basketball champion 
and the six time national debate champion.  
As we know, the Jayhawks fell well short of a 
basketball championship this year—but the 
debate team came tantalizingly close.
   The KU team of John Marshall, Lawrence, and 
Graham Revare, Shawnee, were the number 
one seed, and had already collected a trophy as 
the regular season national champion before 
the April 4-8 National Debate Tournament at 
Gonzaga University in Spokane.  
    In the fi rst round of the tournament, 
Marshall and Revare went 7-1, defeating 
Minnesota and Michigan State, among others.  

Their only loss in that round was to Emory 
University—the second ranked team 
in the country behind KU.  
    In the second and subsequent round, the 
KU team defeated Michigan, Wake Forest, and 
Dartmouth, to advance to the championship 
round.  In that fi nal debate, which ended at 
2:00 am on April 8, KU lost in a split decision 
to Binghamton, a team they had beaten in an 
earlier round.
    Two other KU teams made it to the debate 
equivalent of the Sweet Sixteen—a remarkable 
showing.  
    Good for the Jayhawks—maybe they’ll be 
an inspiration for next year’s basketball team.

   This good photo of Fairview Boy Scouts would have been taken  65-70 years ago.  (Readers are 
welcome to further refi ne that estimate.)  Pictured are, front row left to right, Mark Germann, Robert 
Woldt and Malcolm Germann.  Back row, left to right, Roger Nyfeler, Dick Noble—Fairview’s long 

time scoutmaster—and Roger Minneman. 

  Sixty years ago in the spring of 1965, Mike Schmitt, President of the Fairview High School 
Junior Class, attended the Junior-Senior Banquet and Prom along with his date, Maggie Wikle. 

Fred Kopp attended as president of the FHS Senior class of 1965.

Spring  We all have favorite “signs of spring.” For Doug Fortmeyer, spring arrived on 
March 31 as the fi rst trailer load of sheep arrived for grazing season. As of April 12, additional 
trailers of ewes and their baby lambs have unloaded a fl ock amounting to 145 ewes and too 
many lambs to count—with more to come.
    It’s quite a sight and sound as the sheep are moved to fresh grazing paddocks twice a day—
more like controlled chaos.

 Peter Shaeffer of Barrington, Illinois is 
visiting Sacie and David Lambertson this 
week.  His itinerary will include a visit to 
Fairview and Sabetha on Tuesday (Enterprise
day), probably at least part of a day in Kansas 
City, and defi nitely some steak grilled on the 

Weber, maybe preceded by an Old Fashioned 
or two.
   Tuesday night they will be joined for dinner 
by Sally Shattuck of Ashland, who will be 
in Topeka for some lawyer-related things.  It 
will be good to see her, and good to see Pete.  

10 Years Ago
Wednesday, April 29, 2015

     Mary "Joyce" Owen died 
on April 14, 2015 in Kansas 
City, Missouri.  She was 
born September 2, 1926 the 
daughter of Paul and Irene 
(Whitney) Cyphers and the 
wife of Bill Owen.
     Mary Louise (Rieger) 
Holt, 95, of rural Highland, 
died April 22, 2015, at St. 
Joseph, Missouri.  She was 
the daughter of Lloyd and 
Winnifred Rieger and was 
married to Leonard Holt.
     Capt. Brenda K. Kerr, 
daughter of Calvin and Jean 
Kopp has been named the fi rst 
female commanding offi cer 
for the U. S. Coast Guard's 
Base Portsmouth in Virginia.

25 Years Ago
Friday, April 21, 2000

     Wade F. Reynolds, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Reynolds, 
Sr., was recently promoted to 
Senior Chief Petty Offi cer in 
the U. S. Navy.
     David Lambertson was 
among 17,813 runners in the 
104th Boston Marathon.  

He ran the 26 mile long 
marathon in 3 hours 29 
minutes.
     Alta Spellmeier of 
Sabetha fell in her 
apartment Tuesday and 

broke her hip.
 50 Years Ago

Thursday, April 24, 1975
     Marcia Ann Hasenhour 
and Allan Charles Spellmeier 
were married April 6, 1975 in 
Sabetha.
     Mrs. Marjorie Mitchell, 
Muscotah passed away April 
23, 1975 in Atchison.
     Milo Storrs died April 18, 
1975 at Hastings, Nebraska.  
He was a retired union Pacifi c 
employee.
     Mrs. Aloysius (Ruth) Bindel 
of Atchison died April 21, 
1975.
 Norman W. Furse,62, 
Hiawatha died April 13 at the 
Hiawatha hospital.
     Somebody stole the J.B. & 
N Telephone Co. truck and 
chipper from Main street 
in Fairview Friday.  The rig 
ended up in the Sabetha 
cemetery.
     Recently a number of 
Flashlights were taken from 
the Fairview Volunteer Fire 
Department’s truck.  They 
were valued at approximately 
$144.06.

75 Years Ago
Thursday, April 27, 1950

     Kindergarten will begin 
May 2 with Miss Kathleen 
Studer as the teacher.
     A daughter was born April 
22, 1950 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Wayne Dodge at the Sabetha 
hospital and she has been 
named Rita Rue.
     The faculty of the grade 
school is now complete.  Miss 
Phyllis Grimes of Highland 
will teach 5th and 6th 
grades, Miss Jean Blevins 
of Robinson, the 3rd and 
4th grades, Burl Muns will 
return as principal and 7th 
and 8th grade teacher, Mrs. 
Lois Lovelady as 1st and 2nd 
teacher and Miss Kathleen 
Studer as music teacher.

100 Years Ago
Thursday, April 23, 1925

     Wm. Anderson was born 
December 1st 1847 near 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania and 
died at his home in Fairview 
April 16, 1925.  In 1881 he 
married Louise Ellis.
     The people at the high 
school meeting voted to 
circulate a petition for a new 
buiding.
     Hazel Mae Schmitt was 
married to Earnest Kneisel of 
Mercier April 15.

 Fairview Produce Co. is 
opening a house in Powhattan 
under the proprietorship 
of Kenneth Schmitt and 
Clarence Hochstetler, both of 
whom are going to be married 
Saturday evening at six 
o'clock and will be at home to 
their friends after the fi rst of 
the month at Powhattan.

125 Years Ago
Saturday, April 21, 1900

     Miss Sophia A. Lueck, 
of Netawaka was married 
to Mr. C. W. Bredahl at 
the Evangelical parsonage 
Hiawatha April 11, 1900.
     Purdy has an old bald-
headed rooster that crows all 
night.  We wish somebody 
would cut its head off.

135 Years Ago
Saturday, April 19, 1890.

     A new harness shop.
Charley Fowler and Charley 
Barnes have bought the Belts 
Bros. harness and saddlery 

stock, and will continue 
business at the old stand.
     Wm. E. Barnes, has just re-
ceived from Washington the 
pleasant information that he 
has been granted a pension of 
seventeen dollars per month.
 ( $1 in 1890 is equivalent in 

purchasing power to about 
$35.14 today, an increase of 
$34.14 over 135 years.  This 
means that today’s prices are 
35.14 times as high as average 
prices since 1890, according to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
consumer price index. A dol-
lar today only buys 2.846% of 
what it could buy back then.)
  The authorities of Sabetha 
have reached out the offi cials’ 
arm and gobbled the hop 
dealers, and now it is said 
hops are no more in that city.  
A similar raid on the gamblers 
in your bailiwick would be the 
proper caper.
     Jake Murry's little boy Scott, 
met with a severe accident 
last week.  On one of those 
windy days he was playing 
about the barn or shed while 
the wind was blowing a gale. 
It tore off a part of the roof, 
which struck  the child in the 
forehead infl icting a severe 
wound. Drs. Young and 
Martin sewed up the wound.

Wayne Schupbach
 We recently learned of the 

death in February of Rev. 
Wayne Schupbach.  

Wayne Edward Schupbach 
entered into eternal rest on 
February 4, 2025, in Lincoln, 
Nebraska after a life well 
lived:  He cared deeply, loved 

generously, and with others, 
hoped extravagantly.  
    He was born in Columbus, 
Nebraska to Edward and 
Irene Staub Schupbach on 
September 12, 1941, and was 
ordained into the ministry of 
the United Church of Christ 

on July 3, 1966.  He served 
congregations in South 
Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas 
until retiring in 2006 and 
providing supply ministry 
through 2022. 
    Reverend Schupbach was 
preceded in death by his wife 
Harriet Sagehorn Schupbach 
and is survived by children 
Ross (Diane) and Lance 
(Michelle Paxton) Schupbach, 
Laurie Levorson, Mike 
(Joanne) and Paul (Blake) 
Messman, Sue Williamson, 
and Linda (Mike) Hohbein; 
grandchildren Owen, Harper, 
Amelia, Camden, Mike, John, 
David, Caroline, Libby, Teddy, 
Gareth, Trenton, Callan, 
Tayte, Solomon, Sarah, 
Samuell, Daniel, Trevor, and 
Kevin; sister Margaret Gigax, 
and brother Norman (Sylvia) 
Schupbach, as well as great-
grandchildren and a legacy of 
caring and being present with 
others. 
    Wayne especially enjoyed 
m u s i c , w o o d c a r v i n g , 
supporting his grandkids, and 
recumbent bicycling around 
Lincoln and the Midwest.
  A celebration of Wayne's life 
was held at First Plymouth 
Church, Lincoln, Nebraska, 
on March 15, 2025.     
    Wayne requested memorials 
to the United Theological 
Seminary of the Twin Cities 
and American Friends of 
Asian Rural Institute.
   (Published by The Columbus 
Telegram on Feb. 18, 2025.)

Reverend Schupbach was 
pastor of the Fairview United 
Church of Christ from 1995 to 
2006, and is fondly remembered 
by the congregation.
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Davis Body Shop
105 North Fifth St. 

Hiawatha, KS 66434

785 742-3603
All Collision Repairs

We do our own
Windshield 
installation

Windshield Chips     
             

48 Years of
Service                     

     April 23, 2025

Holthaus 
Autohaus

Fairview, Kansas
785 467-3103
Vehicle Sales & 

Service

REYNOLDS
PLUMBING, HEATING & 

COOLING
Fairview, Kansas

Shop 467- 8250 
Home 467-3165

Cell 785-741 2751 

Insuring The Future
There is no need to spend your life's saving paying for 

funeral expenses, when you could leave what you have 
worked for all those years to your loved ones.

   Let us show you how we can save you hundreds or 
even thousands when planning your services. Stop in and 

let us show you our facility. 
   Ask us any question you like concerning funeral 

arrangements.  You need to be fully informed when it 
comes to planning for your future and the future of your 

loved ones.   
Popkess Mortuary Inc.

785 284-2101
Sabetha, Kansas

Kaw Valley Almanac
April 23 - May 6, 2025: Fairview Edition

w  ww.kawvalleyalmanac.com    twitter: @KVAlmanac

Native prairies are beginning to show their treasures, including
the yellow star-grass, Hypoxis hirsuita, on the left, with its 6
petaled flowers and grassy, slightly hairy leaves, and the pretty
purple prairie violet, which has deeply lobed leaves, unlike its
heart-shaped leafed cousin the woodlands. Both leaves are
designed to thrive in the sunnier, windier and drier prairie
environment compared to the bigger leaves found in shadier
woods. And just as yellow goldenrods and purple asters are
commonly found next to each other to draw pollinators with
their complimentary colors, I think these two accomplish the
same thing in the spring, drawing bumblebees and other
pollinators to their flowers with greater frequency.  

Sun
Venus E at dawn, Mars SW, Jupiter W at dusk

  §  In addition to the yellow star-eyed grass and prairie violet,
look for the beginning prairie grasses emerging led by eastern
gamagrass in the eastern part of Kansas, wood betony,

puccoon, groundsel, creamy indigo, toadflax, prairie hyacinth,
wild strawberry, verbena and Sisyrinchium, white eyed grass.

 §  Trees have mostly burst their leaf buds and the tender new
leaves are unfurling and converting sunlight into glucose to feed
the roots and many caterpillars, who munch on the leaves.
Trees protect themselves by producing tannins and other

chemicals to stop the insects. Come May, black locust trees will
begin blooming, joining choke cherry and wild cherry. Osage
orange blossoms are emerging, to turn into hedge apples by
the end of summer. Invasive honeysuckle is beginning to bloom
as is garlic mustard--now is a good time to remove both of

these invasive woodland species. 
 §  This is a delightful time for birding in your neighborhood as
migratory songbirds are coming back and establishing nests.
You can even just sit outside with a free bird ID app on your
phone such as BirdNet or Merlin, which records the birdsong

and identifies which bird species is singing!
 §  Coyotes, turkeys, skunks, opossums, turkey vultures,
swallows, foxes, copperheads and rabbits are raising young

right now. Many local fish also starting spawning, including carp,
sunfish and many types of shiners. Wasps are building nests
and bumblebees and other ground nesting bees are out.

Day Moon rises  South Moon sets% Illum/Phase
04/23/25 04:20 AM 09:47 AM 03:25 PM 28%
Thursday 04:46 AM 10:36 AM 04:39 PM 18%
Friday 05:10 AM 11:26 AM 05:55 PM 10%
Saturday 05:36 AM 12:18 PM 07:13 PM 4%
Sunday 06:05 AM 01:12 PM 08:34 PM New Moon
Monday 06:39 AM 02:11 PM 09:57 PM 0%
Tuesday 07:21 AM 03:14 PM 11:16 PM 3%
Wednesday 08:13 AM 04:19 PM       9%
Thursday 09:15 AM 05:22 PM 12:27 AM 16%
Friday 10:24 AM 06:22 PM 01:25 AM 26%
Saturday 11:35 AM 07:16 PM 02:10 AM 36%
Sunday 12:44 PM 08:05 PM 02:45 AM 1st Quarter
Monday 01:50 PM 08:49 PM 03:13 AM 57%
05/06/25 02:53 PM 09:31 PM 03:37 AM 66%

DayGets lightSunriseSunsetGets dark04/23/2505:35 AM06:33 AM08:09 PM09:15 PMThursday05:33 AM06:31 AM08:10 PM09:16 PMFriday 05:32 AM06:30 AM08:11 PM09:18 PMSaturday05:30 AM06:29 AM08:12 PM09:19 PMSunday05:29 AM06:27 AM08:13 PM09:20 PMMonday05:27 AM06:26 AM08:14 PM09:21 PMTuesday05:26 AM06:25 AM08:15 PM09:23 PMWednesday05:24 AM06:23 AM08:16 PM09:24 PMThursday05:23 AM06:22 AM08:17 PM09:25 PMFriday 05:21 AM06:21 AM08:18 PM09:26 PMSaturday05:20 AM06:20 AM08:19 PM09:27 PMSunday05:18 AM06:19 AM08:20 PM09:29 PMMonday05:17 AM06:17 AM08:21 PM09:30 PM05/06/2505:16 AM06:16 AM08:22 PM09:31 PM

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
04/23/25 05:35 AM 06:33 AM 08:09 PM 09:15 PM
Thursday 05:33 AM 06:31 AM 08:10 PM 09:16 PM
Friday 05:32 AM 06:30 AM 08:11 PM 09:18 PM
Saturday 05:30 AM 06:29 AM 08:12 PM 09:19 PM
Sunday 05:29 AM 06:27 AM 08:13 PM 09:20 PM
Monday 05:27 AM 06:26 AM 08:14 PM 09:21 PM
Tuesday 05:26 AM 06:25 AM 08:15 PM 09:23 PM
Wednesday05:24 AM 06:23 AM 08:16 PM 09:24 PM
Thursday 05:23 AM 06:22 AM 08:17 PM 09:25 PM
Friday 05:21 AM 06:21 AM 08:18 PM 09:26 PM
Saturday 05:20 AM 06:20 AM 08:19 PM 09:27 PM
Sunday 05:18 AM 06:19 AM 08:20 PM 09:29 PM
Monday 05:17 AM 06:17 AM 08:21 PM 09:30 PM
05/06/25 05:16 AM 06:16 AM 08:22 PM 09:31 PM

                                

Calvary Puts Satan’s Empire 
Out of Business for Good 

   The problem with forgiveness 
is that it puts Satan’s empire 
out of business.  That’s why, 
since Calvary, Satan and 
his corporate goons have 
been feverishly rebranding 
violence, revenge, addictions, 
murder, adultery and idolatry, 
sometimes in packaging that, 
from suffi cient distance and 
distraction, looks Christian.  
They’ve even tried to strip 
“love” of its true meaning, 
selling us the lie that love is 
no more than a feeling, or an 
activity.  
    When we buy into his 
rebranding campaign, Satan 
knows we won’t stop to 
listen to God’s still, small 
voice.  We’ll be too busy, 
suspending both common 
sense and compassion, which 
leads to a gradual descent 
into savagery and isolation.  
He’s done it before, and once 
again, the rebranding seems 
to be working like a charm.  
    For example, these days, it 
seems to take less and less time 
to go from zero to “murder,” 
either hypothetically or, 
increasingly, literally.  
Conversations often unfold 
thusly:   
    “I think A.” 
    “I think B.” 
    “Then you don’t deserve to 
live.”  
    “Neither do you.”  
    Families and churches and 
communities and nations 
continue to split, inventing 

enemies, clasping hurt 
feelings close to our hearts, 
deafening us to the voice 
of Christ.  This is ideal, 
because it keeps the wheel of 
anger and fear, violence and 
revenge, endlessly turning; 
feeding Satan’s insatiable 
hunger for destruction, 
slavery, blood and despair.  
    In a Satanic empire, human 
revenge, not forgiveness, is 
held up as a virtue, rather 
than seen as an affront to 
God, who says, “vengeance 
is mine.”  (Romans 12:19, 
quoting Deuteronomy 32:35, 
which emphasizes that God, 
not humans, is the only 
rightful Judge and Avenger.)
    The problem with “eye for 
eye, tooth for tooth” human 
revenge is that it doesn’t 
solve anything, nor is it 
meant to.  It just creates more 
and more despair, which is 
Satan’s meat and drink.  For 
example, (as a metaphor) the 
eye we take from our brother 
or sister in revenge for the 
eye they took from us, might 
be the only eye they have to 
see with, while we still have 
one good eye remaining.  And 
when it comes to teeth – did 
they knock out a rotten tooth 
that was about to fall out 
anyway?  If all their teeth are 
healthy, is it truly justice, to 
demand a good tooth for a 
tooth that has rotted, through 
a lack of dental hygiene?  
         And then, we come to 

the taking of life.  How can 
we achieve justice through 
taking a life, when all life is 
a gift from God?  Surely this, 
at the very least, ignores 
Jesus’ saving death at 
Calvary: Jesus, the spotless 
Lamb of God; the Sacrifi ce 
to end all sacrifi ce, whose 
only commandment is “Love 
one another?” (John 13:34)?  
Yet, there have been many 
in our world, throughout 
history, even some of today’s 
Christian leaders, who decry 
“too much emphasis on 
God’s love,” and regularly 
and casually suspend the 
Commandment “Ye Shall Not 
Kill” (Exodus 20:13) to justify 
the taking of life, “in God’s 
name.”  
    This is why Jesus’ message 
of forgiveness is essential, if 
we are to survive as humans, 
let alone see the Kingdom 
of God.  We must step out of 
the endless cycle of violence 
and revenge.  Above all, 
we must not succumb to 
the Satanic temptation to 
rebrand savagery as virtue, 
Jesus Christ as a mascot, 
and Scripture taken out of 
context as a lucky charm to 
justify violence and revenge, 
greed and murder.  
    Let’s put Satan’s empire out 
of business for good by simply 
turning our backs to it, while 
turning our eyes fully upon 
our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ.  
               Rev. Shane Spangler

Committed to Care
An Update from Sabetha Community 

Hospital
      The 3rd Annual 
Community Health Fair was 
a success! Thank you to those 
in the community that had an 
informational table or spoke 
at the event as well as those 
who attended. 
  You might be wondering 
what a Community Health 
Worker is and how you could 
benefi t from her knowledge 
and expertise. While at the 
Health Fair, you may have 
seen Megan Hartley, the 
Nemaha County Community 
Health Worker. 
   Megan works with patients 
from Nemaha Valley 
Community Hospital and 
Sabetha Community Hospital.
   Megan, serves as a liaison 
between community 
members and the healthcare 
and social service systems 
helping individuals with 

program applications, 
arranging transportation to 
appointments, setting up 
appointments, searching for 
and connecting individuals to 
resources and so much more! 
  To get in contact with the 
Community Health Worker, 
contact your primary care 
provider’s offi ce.
    Kanza Mental Health and 
Guidance Center was also 
represented at the Health 
Fair and has recently begun 
seeing patients at SCH in the 
Outpatient Clinic on the 1st 
and 3rd Fridays of the month.
   To schedule an appointment 
with Kanza at SCH, contact 
their main number at 785-
742-7113. 
  Another new face in the 
Outpatient Clinic is Bailey 
Delong, APRN. Bailey 
specializes in Cardiology and 

will be coming in place of Dr. 
Doyle, who retired. 
    We recently celebrated 
National Volunteer Week. 
There are so many community 
members who volunteer their 
time and services for Sabetha 
Community Hospital. 
   We thank those who serve 
on the Board of Directors 
and the SCH Foundation, 
the Guild ladies, the Patient 
Family Advisory Board, the 
Nemaha County Home Health 
& Hospice Volunteers and the 
Swing Bed Volunteers.
  Thank you all for your 
commitment and dedication 
to Sabetha Community 
Hospital and our patients. 

Jennifer Ploeger, 
MHA, LBSW

Trump’s early report card
   At about 100 days in offi ce, 
President Trump has initiat-
ed enough actions to qualify 
for an early report card. 

Consider:
Media coverage: Trump 

continues to leverage his one 
superpower - commanding 
attention. He’s following 
Steve Bannon’s recommended 
2025 plan strategy to “fl ood 
the zone with (s***),” with 
so many executive orders, 
headline-grabbing opinions, 
and fact-challenged claims 
that the fact-checking media 
and Democratic party can’t 
keep up. The right-wing 
media effectively promotes 
Trump’s agenda as well as the 
fear and hate cards Trump 
loves to play. 

Immigration: Further 
immigration reform was 
needed, but the major 
issue now is “the how.” The 
administration milks a few 
high-profi le arrests for media 
attention and casts nearly all 
potential deportees as being 
criminals, terrorists, or at 
least anti-American enough 
to be targeted. Before the 
legal challenges take hold, 
Trump could declare victory 
or, worse, broaden his view 
of who is an “enemy of the 
state.” (Democrats beware.)

Blowing up government: 
Good businesspeople know 
the best way to restructure 
organizations is through 
thoughtful analysis and 
surgical cuts that remove 
“fat” and preserve the best 
processes. 
     Just the opposite is 
occurring, as Elon Musk’s 
takes a meat cleaver to address 
the far right’s conspiracy-
laden image of a “Deep 
State.” Savings from DOGE 
will be a tiny percentage of 
the budget defi cit. Blowing 
up HHS, the Social Security 
Administration, and the IRS, 
for example, will worsen 
governmental effectiveness.

Vengeance: Trump’s current 
vision for governing is based 
on two views: a long-time 
fascination with tariffs and a 
deep desire to punish those 
he considers enemies. 
  (Remember Trump’s 
campaign line, “I am 
your justice (and) your 
retribution.”) 

    Revoking security clear-
ances for perceived enemies, 
suggesting judges who rule 
against him be impeached, 
and fi ring inspector generals 
who could hold his adminis-
tration accountable are ob-
vious indicators of Trump’s 
push for vengeance and for 
authoritarian control of gov-
ernment. It may take a con-
stitutional crisis to check him 
since his gutless party won’t 
stand up to him. 

 For Trump’s followers, he 
gets an early “A” for his “prom-
ises kept.”
    Here’s where Trump is fl ail-
ing.
The economy: Every respect-

ed economist knows what a 
bad idea tariffs are. Trump’s 
policy is creating chaos in 
global trade and the stock 
markets, alienating our al-
lies, and triggering infl ation. 
Trump may try to swing deals 
with a few countries and then 
claim victory with very little 
evidence that tariffs have 
benefi ted America. The like-
lihood of a Trump-induced 
recession is growing, and the 
rise in egg prices, a hallmark 
of Trump’s campaign, is an 
everyday example of it.

Ukraine: Maybe Trump is 
fi nally realizing he can’t fi -
nesse Putin, who continues 
to invade Ukraine while giv-
ing lip service to peace talks. 
Trump may defl ect attention 
on Ukraine by talking up his 
views on China and promot-
ing Netanyahu’s purge of Ar-
abs in Gaza. 

Tax cuts: The extension 
of Trump’s 2017 tax cuts 
overwhelmingly favors the 
wealthy and will greatly ex-
acerbate the federal debt. A 
weakened IRS will empower 
tax cheats and reduce federal 
revenue. The GOP’s reconcil-
iation legislation would add 
up to $5.8 trillion in primary 
defi cits through 2034 and al-
low the debt-to-GDP growth 
to double by then. That will 
increase the prospect of a 
bankrupt American govern-
ment. 
    Rational voters see 
 1. Trump is doing far more 
to weaken America domesti-
cally, diplomatically, and fi -
nancially than he is to “make 
America great again,” 2. That 

he cares more about his per-
sonal grievances than he does 
about the court system that 
can check his power, and  3) 
That he can still convince his 
base to believe that his presi-
dency is the greatest ever.  
    In report card terms, he’s 
heading for a “D,” not an “A.”

 Jim Simon, Los Angeles 
(who spent happy portions of 
many summers in Fairview).

Pastor’s Corner

       FYI - a suggestion 
   For readers interested in 
excellent essays regard-
ing our current national 
politics, we recommend you 
check out those written on 
the ‘Substack’ online plat-
form.  Substack contribu-
tors include Paul Krugman, 
Connie Schultz,  

Joyce Vance and others.     
   Regardless of what your 
politics may be, you should 
give Substack a try.    
   Go to   substack.com. and 
type the name of the per-
son whose essay you want 
to read. 
                                    Sacie


