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our hallowed facilities...the
Senate will always be willing and
ready to uplift art on this campus,’

Bugbee said. “Creativity and curiosity
is our foundation, and we are thrilled
to see it flourishing today”

The St. Johns Prep School
also played a significant role in the
fruition of the performance. 19

young students from the prep school
joined the Westminster Cathedral
Choir in singing a host of musical
pieces — many in different languages.
These choristers from the prep school
sang with the ten visiting singers,

consisting of altos, tenors and basses,
under the direction of Johnson.

The Westminster —Cathedral
Choir will continue their tour in
the United States before heading
to Palestrina, Italy, later this year to

celebrate the 500th anniversary of its
namesake’s birth, composer Giovanni
Palestrina.
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action.

“I encourage everyone in the
group to focus on what we can
control and the steps we can take to
do it because that is how I sleep at
night... You can’t control everything
going on in this country, but you can
go over to Wisconsin and help by
door-knocking there,” McNair said.

The candidates for this special

election are Susan  Crawford
(Democrat) and Brad Schimel
(Republican), and the candidate who
is elected will determine the majority
party in the Supreme Court. Elon
Musk has recently voiced support
for Schimmel, drawing nationwide
attention to this election. There are
also contentious policies in front of
the Wisconsin Supreme Court, such
as the 1849 abortion ban and the
gerrymandered map, which add to
the stakes behind the special election.

“This election is important to

everyone because it shows if our
elections can be bought or not.
This is a country of democracy, and
everyone should care about whether
their vote counts or not, McNair
said. “It should not be up to someone
who pours millions of dollars into the
election”

Although doorknocking may
seem like a small way to approach
politics, McNair said it has been a
great steppingstone for CSB+SJU
College Democrats. She said they
were able to interact with voters

and push for a change through
collaboration with others.

“Whatever happens in Wisconsin
can be reflected in our state, so
many Minnesota senators and
congresspeople have been coming
over to show their support,” McNair
said.

CSB+SJU  College Democrats,
UWEC College Democrats and
Young People’s Collective were
joined by Minnesota Senator Amy
Klobuchar, Wisconsin Democratic
Party Chair Ben Wikler, Wisconsin
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House Representative Jodi Emerson
and Wisconsin State Senator Jeff
Smith during their door-knocking on
Saturday.

With greater than 95% of votes
counted for Tuesday’s election,
Judge Susan Crawford defeated
Brad Schimel. Crawford garnered
1,301,128 votes (55.0%) and Schimel
brought in 1,063,244 votes (45.0%).
More than 2.3 million votes have
been reported.
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Minnesota Senator Amy Klobuchar pictured above with students from CSB+SJU College Democrats, UW Eau Claire College Democrats and other organizations who gathered to door-knock for Judge Susan Crawford last Saturday, March 29.
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Children’s Center in Haiti in
2015, which he continues to direct
today.

“There is a big difference
between filming the poor and living
with the poor,” Straub said.

When first living in Haiti, Straub
said he handed out sandwiches to the

children living in the slums of Port-
au-Prince. However, the high level
of violence and crime in the area
has left many children in difficult
circumstances.

“The city is 90 percent controlled
by gangs,” Straub said.

Straub began offering daycare
services for orphans and children
whose parents needed assistance,
but said that it would sometimes

result in abandonment.

“Parents would drop off their
children and never pick them up,
Straub said.

Today, the Children’s Center
houses 50 children from infants
to teenagers, seven of which have
taken the last name Straub. They
cover the costs of necessities for all
the children they care for, which

has reached over $700,000 per year,
according to Straub.

In addition to his Koch lecture,
Straub will present at the St. Cloud
Newman Center on Saturday at
6:30 p.m., and will share clips of his
documentary. Topics such as poverty,
violence, prostitution, and addiction
are all to be discussed.

Tim Welch, sponsor of Straub

and former president of the National
Association of Catechetical Media
Professionals (NACMP), as well as
a 1974 graduate of SJU, said Straub’s
past public speeches have left a
profound impact.

“You leave and cannot get it out
of your head,” Welch said.
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research.

“The cool thing about it is that
it's a conference for anthropologists
both inside and outside of academia
doing applied work,” said Ellen Block,
sociology professor and conference
attendee and liaison.

According to Block, students
began attending the SfAA conference
in 2018.

“Dr. Megan Sheehan and I both
do alot of research with our students,
both inside our classes and in our
own research projects. So, we just
thought ‘they’ve got this research,
this is a really friendly conference for
students and its a great opportunity
to give students a professional
experience’ so we just started,” Block
said.

Block has taken 5-10 students
every year since 2018. Conference
locations vary each year. Next
year’s conference will be held in
Albuquerque, N.M.

“The students have to write
an abstract that is due in October,
usually on Halloween. They find out
in December if they get accepted
to the conference. Then, we work
from January up to the week before
we go to the conference on things
like creating poster drafts and doing
practice sessions,” Block said.

CSB+SJU  students  mingled
among a crowd mainly comprised of
graduate students and PhD students
while at the conference.

The SfAA conference gives
undergraduate students an
opportunity to  present their

research in a professional setting,
an opportunity Block said she did
not have until well into her graduate
studies.

“It's one of my favorite parts of
my job, to take these students to this
conference; it’s super fun,” Block said.

Presenting at a professional
conference was a must-do for Erben.

“I thought that would be a really
great opportunity to make sure I
presented at a conference before I
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SJU sophomore Brett Lund (LEFT) and CSB senior Rachel Erben (RIGHT) presented their posters at the SfAA Conference over the weekend in Portland.

graduated from school,” Erben said.

In addition to presenting posters
and attending presentations, students
had the opportunity to explore

the city of Portland. Among the
highlights of Portland for Brett Lund
was a trip to the largest independent
bookstore in the world, Powells

Books; a group hike; and a dining
excursion at Voodoo Doughnuts.
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region each spring, but this is the
first time we've done something of
this magnitude. We are so thrilled to
be able to sing great music with other
choirs from across the country in the
world’s most famous concert hall
Miller said via email.

In the fall of 2024, auditions
were held to create the Choral Arts
Ensemble that would perform
at Carnegie Hall. These students
attended weekly rehearsals as a group
and rehearsed individually for a total
of 78 hours, which was documented
on a chart.

The ensemble will sing pieces
by world-renowned composers,
including “Zadok the Priest” and
“The Coronation Anthem” by George
Frideric Handel, “Sanctus” by Johann
Sebastian Bach and nine movements
by Antonio Vivaldi.

CSB junior Noelle Aguilera,
an alto in Chamber Choir, shared
that her favorite piece to sing came
from the third movement of Handel’s
“Coronation Anthem?”

“I love how it begins with
such power and glory, and then it
transitions into the layers of the choir
building off one another,” Aguilera
said.

When asked about what she
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ERIN THOM ¢ ETHOMOO1@CSBSJU.EDU

CSB+SJU Chamber choir performed a preview concert in the Great Hall last Friday, March 28. The concert included four pieces that will be performed by the group on April 6 in Carnegie Hall in New York City.

hoped would come from this
milestone, CSB sophomore and
Chamber Choir president Abby

Robinson said she wants
exemplify their hard work.

“More than anything, I want

it to

people to remember that this was a
moment of excellence — a testament
to the power of collaboration, hard

work and the shared joy of making
music together;” Robinson said via
email.
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