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►See CHANGES on Page 3

The E-Club and the Climate Justice Club collaborated in organizing Pinestock for the first time in 15 years 

last Thursday. The event drew over 700 students and community members. See more photos on page three. 

Federal funding in limbo for Upward Bound

Integrations Curriculum 

changes were voted on 

by faculty this past week.

Pinestock Revival rocks St. Joseph  Curriculum 
changes 
proposed

2025 BVC
members 
announced
The Benedictine 

Volunteer Corps (BVC) 

are sending Johnnies 

abroad this summer.

Recent federal budget cuts have left the Upward Bound program at risk of elimination. The CSB+SJU program 

has aided high school students in general academic success and throughout the college application process.

Flynnfest returns at SJU 
for second year in a row
In the afternoon on May 10, the second annual 

Flynnfest will be held at SJU and hosted by CSLE.

►See BOUND on Page 2

►See SPEAKERS on Page 4 ►See BVC on Page 4

Alumni and students to 
speak at commencement
The alumni and student speakers have been chosen 

for the CSB+SJU 2025 commencement ceremonies. 

►See FLYNN on Page 4

By Miel Aronson
maronson001@csbsju.edu

“Flynnfest,” an on-campus event 
involving food trucks, music and a 
beer garden, will take place for the 
second year from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday in the Seton Courtyard. 

Flynnfest was started in 2024 by 
SJU junior and Center for Student 
Leadership & Engagement (CSLE) 
coordinator Kobe Forbes. Forbes 
shared that over 500 students were 
in attendance at Flynnfest last year 
on April 20. This year, he hopes for 
similar levels of attendance. 

Similar to last year, this event 
takes place on  Case Day, a day 
students have historically dedicated 
to drinking a whole case (24-pack) 

of alcoholic beverages within 24 
hours. Forbes shared that part of the 
inspiration for the event came from 
creating a safe place for students to 
legally and responsibly consume 
alcohol on campus while still having 
a good time.  

“The fear surrounding social 
events is always the overconsumption 
of alcohol and misbehavior of a few 
students, but the apparent solution 
has always been to not allow the 
event to happen,” Forbes said. “To 
me, trying to stop it never worked, 
so what if we tried to regulate it? That 
is when the idea for Flynnfest came 
about — an event where students 
participating or not in Case Day can 

By Brett Lund
blund001@csbsju.edu

As the academic year comes to a 
close, CSB+SJU are preparing for the 
commencement ceremonies that will 
take place on May 17. 

The CSB commencement 
ceremony will start at 11 a.m. in 
Clemen’s Field House, and the SJU 
commencement ceremony will start 
at 3 p.m. in St. John’s Abbey and 
University Church. 

Each commencement ceremony 
will have one student speaker and one 
guest/alumni speaker that will give 
the commencement address.   

Lydia Mattern, a graduating 
theology major from Fargo, N.D., has 
been selected by her peers to provide 

the CSB student commencement 
address. 

Mattern said she is extremely 
grateful for this significant 
nomination.  

“I am so honored to be 
selected by my peers as the Student 
Commencement speaker. St. Ben’s 
and my time here has shaped me into 
the woman I am and motivates me 
to be my best as I leave this space. It 
has been a gift to be surrounded by 
people during my time here that have 
empowered me, supported me and 
challenged me, in more ways than 
one,” Mattern said via email.  

Following Mattern’s speech, 
Angela Jerabek ‘90,  executive director 

By Abby Schunk
aschunk001@csbsju.edu

This summer, the Benedictine 
Volunteer Corps (BVC), through 
Saint John’s Abbey, will send 11 
Johnnies to monasteries worldwide 
with the goal of serving others. 

Johnnies serving include 
Cole Brown (Kenya), Ethan Engh 
(Guatemala), Ethan Riddle (Spain), 
Jonathan Hill (Guatemala), Henry 
Braun (Italy), William Musser 
(Puerto Rico), Jack Scheck (Israel), 
Jacob Lipke (Israel), Joe Stoddart 
(Puerto Rico), Cameron Klick 
(Spain) and Andrew Jurek (Italy). 
These participants will spend a year 
helping maintain the monasteries, 
serving the people in their new 
communities and developing their 
own goals and identity. 

At least two Johnnies, Jack 
Scheck and Jacob Lipke, have 
served with the BVC before. 

“It was one of the only times 
in my life when time really felt like 
it slowed down, and the stress and 
clutter from day-to-day life just 
disappeared,” Lipke said. 

Since its beginning in 2003, 
the BVC has sent 334 volunteers 
to monasteries around the world, 
spreading the desire to serve others 
and promote peace. Typically, each 
site has two service members who 
have minimal contact with SJU so 
that they can be fully immersed in 
this service project.

By Martha Dougherty
mdoughert001@csbsju.edu

Upward Bound professional staff 
and student employees at CSB+SJU 
are cautiously continuing their work 
as federal budget cuts that were 
proposed last week could eliminate 
the program.  

President Trump’s budget 
proposal for the 2026 fiscal year, if 
approved by Congress, would end 
the Upward Bound Program after 30 
years of existence at CSB+SJU. 

“Through the program at 
CSB+SJU, over 230 students have 
been served throughout their entire 
high school duration. They are 
outperforming their peers who did 

not receive services by almost a 2:1 
ratio. We are not only losing a legacy, 
but important services for low-
income students,” said Alexandra 
Scheibelhut, CSB+SJU’s Upward 
Bound program director.  

The Upward Bound program 
seeks to prepare high school students 
from low-income backgrounds and 
students who will be firstgeneration 

college students with the skills and 
confidence necessary to graduate high 
school and then college, according to 
the CSB+SJU website. High school 
students who are enrolled in the 
Upward Bound program attend 
weekly tutoring sessions, go on 
college tours and take six weeks of 

By Canaan Cooper
ccooper001@csbsju.edu

After years of discussion and 
critique, the CSB+SJU Joint Faculty 
Assembly (JFA) will conclude a vote 
this week on a sweeping proposal 
that would significantly reshape the 
Integrations Curriculum (IC).  

The changes, developed by 
a faculty-led Ad Hoc Review 
Committee over the past academic 
year, are designed to simplify the 
curriculum without compromising 
the schools’ liberal arts mission or 
their commitment to equity and 
inclusion. Electronic voting opened 
May 1 and will close on May 8. If 
approved, the revised curriculum 
would take effect in fall 2027 and 
apply to all incoming cohorts 
after that date — meaning current 
students will not be affected. 

The Ad Hoc Committee 
was composed of elected faculty 
members from across disciplines: 
Carol Brash (art), Claire Haeg 
(political science), Brian Larkin 
(history), Rachelle Larsen 
(nursing) and Michael Rosenbaum 
(sociology), alongside ex officio 
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►St. Ben’s Senate

Senate allocates money for MIAC baseball tickets

SECURITY REPORT
SJU Life Safety CSB Security

Apr. 27- Bus Stop: Medical, Alcohol violation
St. Bernard Hall: Medical
Boneyard: Unsecured door
Sexton Commons: Medical
Street: Motor vehicle accident
Apr. 28- St. Benet Hall: Medical
Sexton Commons: Shoplifting (3)
Apr. 29- Sexton Commons: Unsecured door,
animal control
Warner Palaestra: Unsecured door
Campus: Driving in unauthorized area
Apr. 30- Street: Motor vehicle accident

St. Thomas Hall: Medical
May 1- St. Thomas Hall: Welfare check
St. Boniface Hall: Fire alarm, drug violation
St. Vincent Court: Roommate conflict
Street: Drug violation
May 2- St. Thomas Hall: Damage to property
PE Science: Medical
Warner Palaestra: Unsecured door
May 3- Alcuin Library: Alarm
St. Thomas Hall: Smoking in building
Warner Palaestra: Unsecured door

Apr. 27- Centennial Townhomes: Fire alarm
Apr. 28- Centennial Townhomes: Fire alarm
Lottie Hall: Harassment
Apr. 29- Dominica Apartments: Noise complaint
Lottie Hall: Welfare check
Centennial Townhomes: Welfare check
Apr. 30- Campus Grounds: Mall area medical
Monastery: Unsecured door
Girgen Apartments: Building maintenance

May 1- Gorecki Dining and Conference Center:
Disorderly conduct
Campus Grounds: Fake ID
Corona Hall: Building maintenance
May 2- Margretta Hall: Health/Safety
May 3- Margretta Hall: Welfare check
North Bust Stop: 911 call - unfounded
Link Bus: Found property
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►St. John’s Senate

Senate funds Study Day coffee at the Perk

By Stoyan Ristrow
sristow001@csbsju.edu

On Monday, the St. John’s Senate 
(SJS) held their final weekly meeting 
of the semester. The meeting began at 
7:32 p.m. The land acknowledgement 
was read by Sen. Caleb Peterson.  

The blessing, a brief inspirational 
clip, was delivered by President Kobe 
Forbes. 

Special Orders began with an 
open forum. Nothing was brought 
to the open forum. Advisor Amanda 
Erdman told the Senate that, starting 
next semester, there will be a new 
line up for the advisor speaker series. 
Peterson brought to the Senate’s 
attention that firefighters did not get 
the priority housing they have been 
given in the past. He asked them to 
look into that before the end of the 

year.  
Following this, Forbes presented 

on the upcoming Flynnfest. Forbes 
then gave a second presentation on 
changes being made to Senate. He 
started by pointing out issues with the 
way meetings are currently held and 
said that meetings are far too long 
and unproductive. He explained that 
he aims to fix this issue by splitting 
meetings into new business meetings 
and initiative meetings that swap 
every week. The meetings will discuss 
different topics depending on the 
type of meeting. Initiative meetings 
will be reserved for senator-run 
initiatives and discussing progress 
on them. New business meetings will 
entail discussions and votes on new 
business brought to the senate.  

Then, Chair Gilbert Torvinen 
requested $500 for tickets for MIAC 

baseball tickets. He stated that there 
was a precedent of similar fundings.  

Next, Sen. Jack Giitter spoke to 
the Senate about the free finals week 
coffees that The Schu and The Perk 
offer. He said that the St. Ben’s Senate 
(SBS) already funded The Perk, so it’s 
the SJS’s responsibility to fund The 
Schu. 

Following this, the new SBS 
President Alex Smith and Vice 
President Ashanti Humes briefly 
introduced themselves to the new SJS.  

New business began with 
the motion to allocate $500 for 
tickets to MIAC baseball. It passed 
unanimously.  

Next was the motion to match the 
SBS finals week coffee contribution to 
fund free coffees at The Schu. It also 
passed unanimously. 

Following this, Forbes gave 

his President’s Report sharing his 
excitement for the upcoming year for 
the senate.  

Next, Vice President De’Andre 
Forbes gave his Vice President’s 
Report, echoing Forbes’ sentiments.  

Then, Treasurer Payton Marshall 
began his report by saying that all use 
(or proposed use) of senate money 
must go through him as the last 
senate had a little over $1000 lost in 
refunds and unapproved funding. He 
said that as treasurer he will not allow 
that to happen again. 

Finally, Giitter spoke on the club 
recognition form and asked any club 
who has not yet completed the form 
to do so promptly, as it is past due.  

The meeting was adjourned at 
8:26 p.m. The date of the first meeting 
of next semester is yet to be decided.

learning enrichment classes 
over the summer break, according to 
Upward Bound tutor mentor Rachel 
Erben.  

Upward Bound receives grant 
funding from the federal government 
as a federal TRiO program. The 
TRiO program began in the summer 
of 1965 after the passage of the 
Economic Opportunity Act and is a 
federal outreach program intended 
to provide services for students 
of disadvantaged communities. 
CSB+SJU’s grant includes funding 
for approximately 60 high school 
students. . 

In a budget proposal released by 
the Trump administration last Friday, 
all funding for TRiO programs 
would be eliminated. The Trump 
administration noted in the proposed 
budget that the TRiO program is “a 
relic of the past” and that “access to 
college is not the obstacle it was for 
students of limited means.”  

“This is the first time that TRiO 
has been called by name as a program 
that is being targeted. The dollar 
amount set to be cut in the budget is 
the exact amount we are supposed to 

receive each year,” Scheibelhut said. 
“There’s overall messaging that the 
federal government doesn’t believe 
that they should have a responsibility 
in equipping students with the 
resources to get to and through 
college. The federal government 
believes that should be the family’s 
role, and they are looking to cut 
programs that look to fill that role.” 

Bennies and Johnnies working 
for Upward Bound as tutors and 
mentors are now navigating these 
uncertainties and rapid changes to 
federal programs together. 

“This is not the first scare we’ve 
had about funding being cut. Back in 
January, they sounded the warning 
about that,” Erben said.  

Erben said the hardest part is 
knowing what to tell the high school 
students she mentors. 

“They [the Upward Bound 
professional staff] told us ‘there might 
be some changes.’ They kind of talked 
to us about the future but we’re all 
kind of like, I don’t know if we should 
tell the kids right now because it’s not 
certain. It really affects the kids; that’s 
the most frustrating part of it,” Erben 
said.  

As a mentor tutor with Upward 
Bound for the past four years, Erben 

sees the positive impacts the program 
plays in high school students’ lives. 

“For a lot of students there might 
be a lot going on in their lives outside 
of school. A lot of students have a 
lot of extra responsibility including 
caregiving roles for younger siblings 
or for parents and grandparents, and 
then jobs. So Upward Bound could 
really be a positive place,” Erben said. 

The CSB+SJU Upward Bound 
program serves four area high 
schools: Apollo High School, Tech 
High School, Willmar High School 
and Sauk Rapids High School, said 
Erben.  

Each summer, Aurora Hall 
houses Upward Bound students 
as they get a taste of the college 
experience as high school students. 

“The idea of that is they kind of 
pretend like they’re at college. They 
live with a roommate in dorms on 
our campus and then take classes. So, 
it’s kind of mimicking what college 
might be like,” Erben said.  

In the program’s 30-year history 
at CSB, 88% of Upward Bound 
graduates began college, and program 
participants are four times more 
likely to graduate college as compared 
to students from similar backgrounds 
who did not participate in Upward 

Bound, notes the CSB+SJU website. 
Summer sessions at colleges and 

campus tours get Upward Bound 
participants more familiar with what 
it would be like to attend a four-year 
university. 

“The idea is to get as much college 
exposure for high school students as 
possible, because for a lot of them, 
members of their family didn’t go to 
college. So, it might be kind of a new 
daunting experience,” Erben said. 

Scheibelhut worries about the 
immediate and long-term impacts 
that budget cuts will have on the 
program.   

“If the budget proposal passes, 
we would almost immediately cease 
to exist. There are currently 61 
students in St. Cloud, Sauk Rapids-
Rice and Willmar area that would 
lose tutoring and advising that 
helps them overcome individual 
educational challenges that they 
wouldn’t regularly have the resources 
to access,” Scheibelhut said.  

Though federal budget cuts 
threaten its operations, the Upward 
Bound program is continuing to run 
as normal. Program directors are 
continuing to monitor the situation 
as changes happen on the federal 
level. 

BOUND
From page 1

By Teresa Luedtke
tluedtke001@csbsju.edu

The first meeting of the 2025-
26 St. Ben’s Senate was held on 
Wednesday. The meeting was called 
to order at 7:32 p.m. by President Alex 
Smith. The Land Acknowledgement 
was read by Vice President Ashanti 
Humes.  

Roll call was taken by Humes; all 
members were present. 

Olivia Shaw, former PR Rep., 
presented on behalf of the WellBeing 
Center about sensory room needs. 
There are high sensory and low 
sensory rooms located in Clemens 
library, able to be booked out by 
students. These rooms were created 
by Senate members in past years. 
Olivia Shaw is asking for a new 
Breathing Buddha, as well as new 
sensory items. The librarians have 
also asked for new sanitizing wipes. 

Shaw asked for 120 sensory items 
for $16.99, a 24-piece set of sensory 
objects for $25.96, sanitizing wipes 
for $11.26 and the Breathing Buddha 
item for $25.55, totaling $91.50. 

Second, Humes presented on 
funding Study Day coffee. Every 
semester on Study Day, both St. 
Ben’s and St. John’s offer free coffee 
to Bennies and Johnnies. Humes 
asked for the funding of 150 coffees 
for Johnnies and Bennies at The Perk, 
$1,100 in total.  

Next, Smith asked to fund tickets 
to MIAC baseball games this coming 
weekend. Each ticket is $3, and Smith 
asked for $500 dollars in total. The 
St. John’s Senate has already passed a 
motion to fund tickets for Johnnies. 

After all of the requests had been 
presented, Smith began the open 
forum. No guests spoke. 

During the President’s Report, 
Smith asked the Senate to search for a 
Community Representative to handle 

Bennie Day on Sept. 25. Smith also 
asked for suggestions and help setting 
up for Bennie Day next year, needing 
help with giveaway items and T-shirt 
designs. Smith introduced herself to 
the new St. Ben’s Senate for the first 
time officially in a meeting. 

For the Advisor’s Report, Advisor 
Jody Terhaar welcomed the senate and 
announced a new communication 
format on  Microsoft Teams. Terhaar 
presented that the next year’s budget 
for the Senate is $20,000, and any 
money not spent throughout the year 
will be absorbed into the budget for 
the following year. The money for this 
budget comes from the Student Life 
Fee in each student’s tuition. 

St. John’s Senate Vice President 
De’Andre Forbes addressed the 
Senate as SJU representative. He 
congratulated them for their places in 
the 2025-26 Senate. 

Then, there was an announcement 
of new clubs for the 2025-26 school 

year. So far, the approved clubs are 
Mock Trial, Pizza and Jesus, Anime 
Club and Italian Club. 

Next, the CSB senators discussed 
new business and requests. The 
motion to allocate $91.50 for the 
WellBeing Center to stock the 
Sensory Rooms passed unanimously. 

Humes’ motion to allocate up 
to $1,100 to The Perk for Study Day 
coffee was then held up for voting 
and discussion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

Smith motioned to allocate 
$500 for MIAC baseball tournament 
tickets. The senators agree it is fair 
for Bennies to attend the games as 
St. John’s Senate passed a vote for the 
funding of tickets for SJU students, 
and the vote passed unanimously. 

The meeting was adjourned at 
8:13 p.m. The next meeting will take 
place in the fall semester of 2025.

Don’t forget about 
us over the summer.
Write for The Record 

next school year!
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