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Mural project starts production

Students from CSB+SJU have begun painting the new mural to be displayed on campus. This mural will

portray the Benedictine value of Dignity of Work, and draw connections to labor justice issues and advocacy.

By Greta Meilahn
gmeilahn001@CSBSJU

Since the beginning of this
semester, the mural The Labor Justice,
or Dignity of Work in Benedictine
terms, has been in the works, with
15 students contributing by painting.
CSB seniors Madeline Lenius and
Rachel Eiden, two prominent
members, have been working on this
project since their sophomore year
and it was finalized last spring.

The mural will include a collage
of images representing mutual aid,
an abundance of food and different

types of justice, showing a holistic
picture of labor justice. Labor justice
is still an ongoing fight in the United
States today, and the mural promotes
the dignity of doing important work.

The mural project started in |

2017 as a collaboration within the

Latin and Latino American Studies |

department, headed by professors
Bruce Campbell and Rachel Melis.

The themes are chosen based on |
a Benedictine value, seeking to |
Benedictine

“translate”  between
values and the common good.

P See MURAL on Page 3

ERIN THOM ¢ ETHOMOO1@CSBSJU.EDU
The Dignity of work and Labor Justice mural is currently being painted in CSB's Benedicta Arts Center.

Ice mass held on Lake Sagatagan

ERIN THOM ¢ ETHOMOO1@CSBSJU.EDU

Fr. Nick Kleespie led SJU Faith's annual Ice Mass on an altar made of snow and ice last Sunday, Feb. 23 at 9

p.m. on Lake Sagatagan. Students, staff, faculty and community members gathered outside in worship.

Mayor
plans

for the
future

Newly elected mayor
of St. Joseph, Adam
Scepaniak, visited CSB
to gather student input.

By Miel Aronson
maronson001@CSBSJU

The McCarthy Center hosted
recently elected Mayor Adam
Scepaniak, the first new mayor of St.
Joseph in 12 years. This event, which
occurred on Wednesday at 6 p.m.
was scheduled to be a Q&A event
for the student body to get to know

Scepaniak.
McCarthy  Center  student
coordinator ~ Evelyn = Biederman

explained that Scepaniak reached out
to the McCarthy Center about doing
this event.

“The intended purpose of this
event is for Mayor Scepaniak to be
able to build the relationship between
the college and the town by learning
what students would like the future
of St. Joseph to look like,” Biederman
said. “He would also like for students

P See MAYOR on Page 3

Speaker
encourages
leadership

Last Friday, Sam Ndely

visited campus to discuss
leadership, philanthropy
and charity with students.

By Teresa Kopecky
tkopecky001@csbsju.edu

Many believe that leadership is a
crucial skill to have given the current
climate of the St. Ben’s and St. John’s
campuses and the entire nation.

The  Johnnie  Development
Institute (JDI) and Black Student
Union (BSU) hosted philanthropist
Sam Ndely to speak on the values of
leadership and diverse representation
on Friday in Quad 170. Ndely

» See SPEAKER on Page 2

Bunkyo students visit

Students from Bunkyo University in Tokyo, Japan,

visited on an intensive English language program.

By Zoey Coval
zcoval001l@csbsju.edu
For decades, CSB+SJU

have fostered a strong academic
and cultural relationship with
Bunkyo University in Tokyo. This
collaboration has provided students
and faculty from both institutions
with  opportunities for cultural
exchange, study abroad programs

and academic partnerships that
strengthen global education.
Students from Bunkyo

University visited CSB+SJU from
Feb. 2 to Feb. 22 to work on their
English language skills through
a program called Bunkyo Spring
Intensive Study Program.

Since 1989, Bunkyo University
and CSB+SJU have had a unique

partnership.

“Bunkyo has been sending
students here for years. When the
students visit our campuses, they
form lasting friendships with students
from CSB+SJU. Then when our
students go abroad to Tokyo, these
are the students who are showing our
students around Tokyo and taking
them on tours. It’s a true exchange
experience,” Associate Professor of
Japanese Jeff DuBois said.

President Brian Bruess,
Carol Bruess, Provost Richard
Ice and others went to Bunkyo
last October to celebrate Bunkyo
University’s 100th anniversary of
their establishment and demonstrate
the strength and importance of

» See BUNKYO on Page 3

City works to enhance tourism

The City of St. Joseph passed an ordinance allowing the operation of short-term

rentals inside city limits, providing more local accomodation options for tourists.

By Canaan Cooper
ccooper001@cxsbsju.edu

Following nearly 10 months
of deliberation, the St. Joseph City
Council officially approved a final
ordinance on Feb. 18 regulating
short-term rentals (STRs), marking a
significant step toward balancing the
needs of homeowners, renters, and
the local tourism economy.

An STR is defined as “any home,
cabin, condominium, or similar
building that is advertised as, or held
out to be, a place where sleeping
quarters are furnished to the public
on a nightly, weekly, or for less than
28 days and is not a bed and breakfast,
resort, hotel, or motel” Owner-
occupied housing refers to a property
where the listed owner resides for at

least 183 days per year, ensuring that
STRs in residential and agricultural
zones remain community -focused.
The ordinance establishes clear
guidelines for property owners
who wish to offer STRs through
platforms such as Airbnb and VRBO
while addressing concerns related
to neighbourhood integrity, safety,
and fair competition with traditional
lodging businesses.

Under the new regulations, all
STRs must obtain an annual license
and a conditional use permit, which
must be applied for and approved
within ~ commercial ~ downtown
districts and residential areas. The
conditional use permit is property-
specific, triggers a public hearing,
and notifies all property owners
within 350 feet of the residence.

The proposed fees include $100 for
the first STR unit and $25 for each
additional unit, a $50 re-inspection
fee, an annual license renewal that
aligns with standard rental licenses,
and a 3% lodging tax on all stays,
which is due quarterly to the city.

Community Development
Director Nate Keller emphasized
that “All STRs in residential and
agricultural districts shall be owner-
occupied” to prevent corporations
from buying up properties solely for
short-term rentals.

“St. Joseph already has a low
housing stock, and we don't want to
lose the housing units that we have
for short-term rentals. This also
brings new opportunities for local

» See TOURISM on Page 3

Check us out on Instagram to stay updated with the latest from CSB+SJU's official student newspaper.

There is a new issue of The Record published every week—grab your copy today.
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