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Fun at the Street Faire

25th event draws big crowds to downtown
DL over weekend for food, art and more

BY VICKI GERDES
Detroit Lakes Tribune

The 25th anniversary
of the Street Faire at the
Lakes is in the books, and
volunteers and vendors
alike were happy with
how the two-day festival
went this past Friday and
Saturday, May 30-31.

“The crowds have been
pretty steady,” said Peggy

Osterman, who was work-

ing at the Street Faire
information booth on Sat-
urday morning. She
added that she noticed
lots of people out on Fri-
day as well, when she

went to check out the
booths for herself.

Osterman was volun-
teering alongside Julie
Tiedemann on behalf of
the Detroit Lakes Com-
munity & Cultural Cen-
ter’s Engage group. They
were among several com-
munity organizations and
individuals that helped
with not just manning
the information booth,
but also providing street
cleanup and putting up
and taking down barri-
ers, picnic tables, etc., as
needed.

“It’s a great chance to
meet people,” said

Tiedemann, noting that
she and Osterman had
not met before they found
themselves volunteering
together. “Everyone’s
been so nice, and the peo-
ple who stop by the booth
are so friendly.”

Tiedemann also noted
that they had been offer-
ing dog treats and water
to the visitors who
brought their furry com-
panions to the festival.
“It’s nice that they can
have their dogs here,” she
said.

The vendors likewise
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Tris Anderson/ Detroit Lakes Tribune
Downtown Detroit Lakes was packed early Friday afternoon for the first day of the
Street Faire.

School district hires
transportation
coordinator

Mark Champa to oversee all
aspects of student transportation
for Detroit Lakes schools

BY ABBY FOSTVEIT
Detroit Lakes Tribune

For Mark Champa,
stepping into the newly
created role of transpor-
tation coordinator with
Detroit Lakes Public
Schools is a full-circle
moment.

“It’s really rewarding
to live and work in the
same community — and
now the same school dis-
trict — that I graduated
from in 2007,” Champa
said. “Detroit Lakes is a
great place to live and
grow up in. The school
district is one of the best
in the state, I feel.”

Champa officially
began May 1, overseeing
student transportation
operations, working
alongside Colin Gedrose,
the district’s director of
operations and transpor-
tation. The new role was
created to help alleviate
the growing demands
Gedrose had been
juggling.

“This has been some-
thing in discussion for
probably the last couple
of years,” Jason Kuehn,
director of finance and
operations, said. “Colin
had a dual role oversee-
ing both buildings and
grounds and
transportation, and we’ve
seen the demands of both
sides growing, so we

decided to separate the
positions.”

With some help from
Gedrose, Champa will
oversee all aspects of stu-
dent transportation for
the district, including
route planning, coordina-
tion with contractors,
safety compliance and
logistical support for
daily busing and school
activities.

“You’re working in a
software system, and
you’re responding to the
day-to-day needs of work-
ing with the contractors,
working with families in
our departments, because
it also takes into account
transportation for not
just to and from school,
but also all activities and
field trips,” Kuehn said.

Most recently, Champa
worked as the utilities
billing clerk for the city
of Detroit Lakes for four
years. Before that, he was
a familiar face in the
school district, having
worked for four years as
an administrative assis-
tant at Detroit Lakes Mid-
dle School.

“Every job I've had
since college has involved
working with the public,”
Champa said. “You never
quite know what you're
going to be dealing with
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Contributed / Mark Champa
Mark Champa stands beside a Detroit Lakes Public
Schools Bus.

Becker County
DAC 1s thriving

Client numbers are up, transportation funding has nearly

doubled and the board is considering an expansion project

Nathan Bowe / Detroit Lakes Tribune
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Becker County DAC Executive Director Sarah Hill, right, with clients Carol Salvhus, middle, and Leann Hazelton,
stand next to colorful artwork at the Developmental Achievement Center in Detroit Lakes.

BY NATHAN BOWE
Detroit Lakes Tribune

he Becker County
TDevelopmental

Achievement
Center in Detroit Lakes
has been on something of
a roll since Sarah Hill
became executive
director in November of
2023.

Client numbers are way
up, transportation fund-
ing has nearly doubled,
and the governing board
is exploring the feasibili-
ty of expanding the DAC
building at 900 Central St.
E.

So what’s gone right?
“The most important
thing for me is communi-
ty awareness,” Hill said.
“We want people to know

who the DAC is, who we
serve and welcome them
into the community.”

The mission of Becker
County Developmental
Achievement Center is to
empower individuals
with intellectual, develop-
mental or physical dis-
abilities to live, work and
thrive by discovering and
developing their unique
abilities and potential.

And have a lot of fun
along the way, judging by
the laughter and easygo-
ing atmosphere in the
building when a visitor

Nathan Bowe / Detroit Lakes Tribune
The Becker County DAC is considering expanding its
building in Detroit Lakes.

was there on Monday
afternoon.

“We have almost dou-
bled in client numbers
since 2023 — in the last
year, year-and-a-half,”
Hill said.

The number of clients
attending day services
has gone from 30-some to
57, and the number of
people receiving residen-
tial services has gone
from 21 to 37.

The residential pro-
gram serves people who
live independently, Hill
said. “We go into their
homes or take them into
the community so they
can stay independent,”
she said. “We help with

bills, grocery stores, mak-

ing sure they’re doing all
the things they should be
doing,” she said. Those
things include house
maintenance, shopping,
balancing money and
budgets, paying bills, and
medical and mental
health visits.

That group of people
now also participates in
activities at the DAC.
“They never used to, in
the past,” Hill said, but
one of her staff members
thought that group was
really missing out on
some good experiences,
and made it her mission
to make that happen, Hill
said.

As for day services,
most of the people who
regularly attend them live
in group homes or with
their guardians. Day ser-
vices are offered at the
DAC weekdays from 8:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and give
people a chance to social-
ize with peers and work
on things like life skills,
community participation,
employment, community
engagement and social
skills.

Twenty-two DAC cli-
ents are also employed
out in the community.
“That number has also
continued to grow,” Hill
said. “We help figure out
their skills and interests,
how to apply for jobs and
build their resumes, and
offer long-term job coach
support if needed.”

With the Becker County
DAC going through some-
thing of a resurgence
these days, new clients
are coming in from
around the area, and for-
mer clients are coming
back.

To meet demand, the
number of employees at
the nonprofit DAC has
grown from 18 to 25, all
but two of them full-tim-
ers, said Hill, who is also
looking to hire two more

DAC on A9
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Holmes Theatre to host June 6 Jayhawks beneflt concert

BY VICKI GERDES
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Though its main 2024-
25 season officially
wrapped up in mid-May,
Detroit Lakes’ Historic
Holmes Theatre is gear-
ing up to host a special
concert this Saturday,
June 6, at 8 p.m.

The concert, which is
being dubbed “Live Lim-
itless,” will feature the
Jayhawks, a Minnesota
band that has achieved
both national and inter-
national acclaim since its
start in Minneapolis in
the mid-1980s. But
besides a night of enter-
taining music, the eve-
ning has another pur-
pose: Raising money for a
Minnetonka woman who
has strong family ties to
the Detroit Lakes
community.

Diane Lundmark, who
was once an active out-
door adventurer, suffered
a life-altering spinal inju-
ry last September — an
injury that left her para-
lyzed from the chest
down.

“Diane was one of the
most active persons I
know,” said Mark Fritz,
her brother-in-law, who
lives in Detroit Lakes.
“Biking, hiking, skiing,
fishing — she just loved
adventure.

“She and Kirk (her hus-
band) were visiting with
us out in Montana when
it happened,” he added.

Fritz, whose wife Cindy
is Kirk’s sister, said that
the injury occurred when
they were on an outing
together. Diane was using
the restroom when she

Kirk and Diane Lundmark, who make their home in
Minnetonka, Minnesota, had their lives forever altered

passed out, hitting her
head on a countertop. In
a devastating twist of
fate, the fall caused the
dislocation and hyperex-
tension of two vertebrae
in her spinal column,
impacting the spinal
nerve.

Since she was airlifted
from Montana back to the
Twin Cities for treat-
ment, Diane and Kirk
have been mired in a
series of extended hospi-
tal stays, surgeries, reha-
bilitation, insurance cov-
erage battles — and the
revamping of their Min-
netonka home, and lives,
to cope with her changed
circumstances.

Fortunately, Courage
Kenny — where Diane
once volunteered as an
adaptive skiing coach —
is among the best medi-
cal facilities in the coun-
try at dealing with spinal
injuries, Fritz said, and is
conveniently located just
20 minutes from the Lun-

by a devastating spinal injury that Diane suffered last
September during a visit to Montana.

dmarks’ home.

“They both (Diane and
Kirk) volunteered with
Courage Kenny for a
decade,” he said, “bring-
ing handicapped folks out
for adaptive skiing out-
ings. They would do that
throughout the winter, on
Sunday afternoons.”

Now, Diane is a patient
there — and even that
short, 20-minute trip has
necessitated the purchase
of a handicap-accessible
van, equipped with a
chair lift, so Diane could
be transported safely to
and from the clinic for
rehabilitation and doctor
visits. Since returning
home about three months
ago, Diane has had to go
to the clinic for rehab
anywhere between 3-5
times a week, Fritz said.
Their home also had to
be equipped with ramps,
a handicap-accessible
bathroom, and more.

Insurance only handles
a portion of those costs,

he added — which is why
he and other family mem-
bers have been working
hard to raise funds in
order to alleviate as
much of their financial
stress as possible.

Friday’s concert at the
Holmes Theatre will
hopefully go a long way
toward lessening some of
that burden, Fritz added.
“One hundred percent of
the money raised will go
to Diane,” he said, “to
help with her recovery
and all the things associ-
ated with it.”

He said that they chose
to focus on a concert for
their fundraising efforts
because Kirk and Diane
share a love for live
music — and they are
hoping to make the “Live
Limitless” concert an
annual event, where fam-
ily, friends and

music-lovers can gather
for a fun evening of live
music and socializing.

Friday’s concert will
feature the Jayhawks, a
band that Fritz said he
became well-acquainted
with during the early
days of Lakeshirts (he is
one of the company’s
founders), when he was
spending much of his
time in the Twin Cities,
selling t-shirts at colleges
and the like.

“The Jayhawks were
really up and coming,” he
said. “Kirk and I used to
see them all the time.
They’re just a great
band.”

The Jayhawks will be
performing two sets —
one acoustic, and one
fully plugged in — during
the evening. Both stan-
dard and VIP seating are
available, Fritz said

Contrlbuted / B|II DeVlIIe
The Jayhawks will be performing a special concert at the Historic Holmes Theatre

this Friday as a benefit for Diane Lundmark. The 8 p.m. concert is being organized by
family members to help Lundmark, who suffered a life-changing spinal injury last year.

— though only a few
tickets for the latter still
remain.

The “VIP experience”
will include complimen-
tary cocktails on the roof-
top patio of the adjacent
Becker County Museum,
commemorative t-shirts
and even a meet-and-
greet with the band. “You
can purchase a VIP expe-
rience no matter where
you are sitting (in the
theater),” he added.

Tickets may be pur-
chased at the Holmes
Theatre’s website, dlccc.
org/holmes-theatre, as
well as via Jade Presents
in Fargo. For those
unable to attend who
would still like to contrib-
ute toward the Lund-
marks’ medical expenses,
there is a Go Fund Me
account that has been set
up for Diane’s benefit.

Mahnomen man gets

NEWS STAFF
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Thomas Steven Libby,
62, of Mahnomen, was
sentenced to

48 months in
’ )8 prison after
,}v a Becker

. County Dis-
trict Court
jury found
him guilty
of felony
DWI test

Libby

refusal.

According to court doc-
uments, on Feb. 10, 2024,
at approximately 12:57
a.m., a White Earth police
officer was on patrol
when he observed a black
sedan in the east ditch of
County Highway 34 in
Becker County.

The officer approached
the vehicle and observed
two men inside, and a key
that was still in the igni-
tion. The man in the driv-
er’s seat, later identified
as Libby, told the officer
to open the driver’s side
door as the window did
not roll down.

The officer opened the
door and smelled an odor
of alcohol coming from
inside the vehicle. Libby
crawled through the back
seat and out of the vehi-
cle. The officer observed
an alcoholic beverage
container in the rear seat
of the vehicle contained a
blue liquid.

The officer observed

that Libby was swaying,
had slurred speech, alco-
hol on his breath and
watery, bloodshot eyes.

Libby told the officer
he “had just been driv-
ing.” When asked how
much he’d had to drink,
Libby stated, “you know,
we’re here,” and admitted
to drinking “a few, a
while ago.”

The officer asked Libby
if he would perform field
sobriety tests, to which
Libby refused, stating,
“No, I've been drinking.”
Libby became argumenta-
tive and was placed under
arrest on suspicion of
DWI.

Libby was transported
to the Becker County Jail,
and while there, the offi-
cer read Libby the Minne-
sota breath test advisory.
Libby stated he under-
stood the advisory and
that he did not wish to
speak to an attorney.
Libby stated twice that he
would not provide a
breath sample.

Libby was previously
convicted of felony DWI
in Clay County in 2004.

On May 5, Becker
County District Court
Judge Gretchen Thilmo-
ny sentenced him to 48
months in prison at St.
Cloud. He was given cred-
it for 76 days served, and
conditional release after
confinement was set at
five years. He was fined
$50.

4 years in prison on felony DWI conviction

Ogema man accused
of felony threats,
misdemeanor
stalking

Wambli Ray Warren,
18, of Ogema, has been
charged in Becker County

District

. Court with
felony
threats of
violence and
gross misde-

S meanor
Warren stalking
with the
intent to
intimidate.

According to court
records, on April 26, a
White Earth Police Offi-
cer was dispatched to a
residence in White Earth
on a threat report. Upon
arrival, the officer spoke
with two men who stated
Warren was sending
them messages all night,
trying to get them to
show up and fight. The
officer reviewed the mes-
sages, which, according
to the criminal com-
plaint, stated:

« “catch him at White
Earth Store.”

« “Nvm you gone get a
beat stfu”

« “quit typing”

« “Yup now you gon get a
ass whooping”

« “If it ain’t from me
watch out for Joe or my

brothers”

When speaking with
one of them, Warren
began calling the other
man’s phone. The man
blocked the call and start-
ed receiving voice mes-
sages, which the officer
then listened to. Accord-
ing to the criminal com-
plaint, the message was
as follows:

“You an your brother
gonna f------ die n-----, find
yall n-----s in Rat Lake n---
-, fuck yall n-----s, ain’t
gonna be the first bodies
found in the rez n-----

“Y’all gone f------ dle real
soon, goofy f--, s---- so
crazy dude, we was sup-
pose to be fam, n-----, and
now you gone die. Aye
bro, watch out for me and
Joe and Josh, n--—---. I'm
gonna catch you in White
Earth, n-----, tomorrow,
goofy f---, you a bitch n-----.
I’'m gonna catch and
spear, n----. I’'m gonna
spear you in the f-----
head b---.”

Both men stated they
were afraid of the
threats.

A summons was issued
for Warren on May 2. His
first court appearance is
scheduled for June 12
before District Court
Judge Johnathan Judd.

Cass Lake, Minn.,
gets 100 hours of
community service
stemming from 2023
incident

Damairay Devon Birge,

26, of Cass Lake, Minne-
sota, has been sentenced
in Becker County District
Court for felony fifth-
degree drug possession.
He was issued a stay of
adjudication on that
charge, while a felony
fourth-degree drug
charge was dismissed as
part of a plea agreement.

According to court
records, on June 11, 2023,
a state trooper clocked
Birge driving 71 mph in a
65 mph zone on Highway
10 in Becker County. A
passenger was also riding
with Birge in the rental
vehicle.

The rental agreement
did not have either occu-
pant on it, and was rented
out by a woman. Birge
said he was from Illinois,
but his address is in Min-
nesota. He appeared to be
nervous and said they
traveled to Fargo because
it was nice out.

There appeared to be
excess cargo in the rear
of the vehicle, and a K9
unit that conducted a
sniff of the vehicle sig-
naled an alert in the pas-
senger area.

Birge said there was
marijuana in the vehicle,
and the vehicle was
searched. In the rear
cargo area, the following
was found: one hundred
1,000 mg THC bottles,
marijuana seed packets,
over 1,000 grams of vacu-
um-sealed marijuana,

four grams of psilocybin
gummies and 10 boxes
containing 4 grams of
psilocybin each.

There were numerous
other THC-related prod-
ucts as well. The total psi-
locybin exceeded 40
grams.

On May 5, Becker
County District Court
Judge Gretchen Thilmo-
ny ordered Birge to serve
45 days in the Becker
County Jail for the felony
fifth-degree drug posses-
sion charge. He was given
credit for seven days
served.

He was placed on
supervised probation for
five years, with success-
ful completion of proba-
tion resulting in a dis-
missal. He was ordered to
perform 100 hours of
community service in
lieu of seven days’
confinement.

Birge may not possess
or use any firearms,
ammunition, explosives,
drugs, alcohol or other
mood-altering chemicals,
with the exception of pre-
scribed medication. He
must complete a compre-
hensive assessment and
follow all recommenda-
tions, including after
care.

He was fined $1,000 plus
$75 in court fees.
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Driver in fatal crash faces
3 criminal vehicular
homicide charges

BY NEWS STAFF
Detroit Lakes Tribune

PERHAM — Izak
Daryn Schermerhorn, 18,
of rural New York Mills,
has been charged in Otter
Tail County District
Court with
three felony
counts of
criminal
vehicular
homicide in
the death of
Blake
Unger, 18, a
passenger
who died after Schermer-
horn lost control and
crashed into a ditch.

Both teens were recent
New York Mills High
School graduates — grad-
uation was Friday, May 23
— and Unger had been
elected homecoming king
earlier in the school year.

The crash was reported
at 10:45 p.m. Tuesday, May
27, near Otter Tail County
Highway 75 and 640th
Avenue in Bluffton
Township.

According to court
records, Schermerhorn
told law enforcement that
he picked up Unger at his
house on the evening of
May 27, and believed
Unger was intoxicated
before he arrived.

He said he was just
going to drive around and
then bring Unger back
home, but had wanted to
show off the sound of his
exhaust because he had
modified his catalytic
converter.

Schermerhorn told law
enforcement that he had
intentionally been sliding
around the road before
the crash, and was not
able to control the vehicle
when it went into the
ditch.

He said the next thing
he remembered was call-
ing his mother and

Schermer-
horn

attempting to break out
of the driver’s side win-
dow. He described the
vehicle as lying on its
side with Unger under
the passenger side.

He added that he had
abstained from drinking
for almost a year prior to
the crash, due to issues
with alcohol, but decided
to celebrate because he
was graduating from high
school. He repeatedly
made statements that
“his life was over, and all
for a couple of drinks,”
according to the amended
criminal complaint,
which was filed Thursday.

An Otter Tail County
deputy saw deep ruts in
the road where it
appeared Schermerhorn
had been aggressively
fishtailing back and forth
along the gravel road
before rolling. The deputy
also smelled alcohol ema-
nating from Schermer-
horn and noted that his
eyes were pink and glassy.

When asked how much
he had to drink,
Schermerhorn told the
deputy three to four
Mike’s Hard Lemonades.
He took a PBT test that
revealed a blood alcohol
concentration of .10%.
The legal limit is .08%.

He posted $1,000 bail on
Thursday and was
released under standard
conditions. His next court
appearance is set for 9
a.m. on June 10.

A GoFundMe page has
been set up to help Ung-
er’s family with expenses,
with $19,100 raised
toward the $20,000 goal as
of 5 p.m. Thursday.

A memorial service is
set for 1 p.m. on June 4,
with Karvonen Funeral
Home handling
arrangements.

Otter Tail County mystitied at being
placed on fed list of sanctuary counties

BY NATHAN BOWE
Detroit Lakes Tribune

OTTER TAIL COUNTY
— Otter Tail County offi-
cials have been left mysti-
fied by a Homeland Secu-
rity list of supposed
“sanctuary jurisdictions”
that was released Thurs-
day and accuses Otter
Tail County — and 20
other Minnesota counties
— of “deliberately and
shamefully obstructing
the enforcement of feder-
al immigration laws.”

By placing Otter Tail
County on the list, the
federal government told
the county and other
jurisdictions they could
be breaking federal law,
and warned them that
their federal contracts
could be terminated. The
list was developed as per
an executive order issued
by President Donald
Trump in April.

Otter Tail County is
one of more than 600 cit-
ies, counties and states
that the Trump Adminis-
tration put on the list,
accusing them of protect-
ing “dangerous criminal
aliens.” The cities of
Minneapolis and St. Paul
and the state of Minneso-
ta are also on the list at
www.dhs.gov/
sanctuary-jurisdictions.

While the list itself has
apparently now been
removed from its website,
the Department of Home-
land Security said in a
May 29 news release that
it is “committed to expos-
ing these lawless jurisdic-
tions to the public and
making them accountable
for not respecting” the
rule of law.

“These sanctuary city
politicians are endanger-
ing Americans and our
law enforcement in order
to protect violent crimi-
nal illegal aliens,” DHS
Secretary Kristi Noem

said in the news release.

“We are exposing these
sanctuary politicians
who harbor criminal ille-
gal aliens and defy feder-
al law. President Trump
and I will always put the
safety of the American
people first. Sanctuary
politicians are on notice:
comply with federal law.”

The news release says
that each jurisdiction
listed will receive formal
notification of its non-
compliance and all poten-
tial violations of federal
criminal statutes, adding
that “DHS demands that
these jurisdictions imme-
diately review and revise
their policies to align
with federal immigration
laws and renew their
obligation to protect
American citizens, not
dangerous illegal aliens.”

Otter Tail County offi-
cials have no idea why
their county made the
list, since “Otter Tail
County has never passed
any ordinance, adopted
any resolution, or set any
policy or procedure
aimed at, or resulting in,
the county being a ‘sanc-
tuary’ jurisdiction for
illegal or otherwise
undocumented immi-
grants,” the county said
in an email. “We are not
aware of, nor have we
received any formal noti-
fication of non-compli-
ance with Executive
Order 14287 or any feder-
al statutes. We look for-
ward to receiving addi-
tional information from
Homeland Security ...
Otter Tail County has a
responsibility to adhere
to all state and federal
laws.”

Otter Tail County and
Todd County (Long Prai-
rie) were among the few
counties in this part of
the state to be included
on the list, and Todd
County does not belong

@Sec_Noem/@Sec_Noem via REUTERS
U.S. Department of Homeland Security Secretary Kristi
Noem wears an ICE vest during a briefing with law
enforcement agents ahead of immigration raids in New
York City on Jan. 28 in this image obtained from social
media.

there either, said Todd
County Coordinator Jack-
ie Bauer. “Todd County is
not a sanctuary county
and has taken no official
actions that would indi-
cate we are a sanctuary
county,” Bauer said in an
email. “We are surprised
to be included on this list
and we have reached out
to federal officials to find
out why we are listed,
and to ask to be removed
from the list.”

Some county officials
elsewhere in Minnesota,
like those in Stearns
County (St. Cloud), were
equally befuddled about
being included on the
list.

Stearns County offi-
cials say they were “sur-
prised” to be named on
the long list of “sanctu-
ary jurisdictions defying
federal immigration law”
by the Trump adminis-
tration, according to a St.
Cloud Live article.

In a Friday, May 30,
news release, Stearns
County said officials
were not made aware of
the listing before its pub-
lication on Thursday,
May 29, and they have not
received an explanation
for the county’s place-
ment on the list.

“We were surprised to
see Stearns County on
this list,” Sheriff Steve
Soyka said in the news
release.

“(The county) has
always notified ICE when
required. We have not
received any complaints
or heard of any issues
from local ICE officials.”

Prior to the list’s publi-
cation, Stearns County
had never been identified
in a sanctuary jurisdic-
tions list, and there have
been no changes to the
county’s immigration
enforcement policies or
procedures, according to
the county.

Because there has been
no formal request from
the Department of Home-
land Security, the county
in the release said it will
continue to follow its cur-
rent policies, which offi-
cials believe are in align-
ment with immigration
laws.

Minnesota officials are
not alone. Officials in tar-
geted cities and counties
across the nation have
been left confused and
alarmed at being wrongly
included on the list,
according to a story in
the New York Times.

Grand Forks,

NEWS STAFF
Detroit Lakes Tribune

Hope Mikayla Sander,
26, of Grand Forks, North
Dakota, has been sen-
tenced in Becker County
District Court for third-
degree
property
damage to a
public safe-
ty vehicle,
fifth-degree
assault and
fourth-
degree
assault on a peace officer,
all gross misdemeanors.
Felony domestic assault
by strangulation, felony
fourth-degree assault on
a peace officer and gross
misdemeanor domestic
assault charges were all
dismissed as part of a
plea agreement.

Sander

ND, woman sentenced for assaulting boyfriend, fighting with cops

According to court
records, on Sept. 8, 2024,
two Becker County sher-
iff’s deputies were dis-
patched to a residence in
rural Detroit Lakes on a
report of a disorderly
woman.

Upon arrival, one of
the deputies noticed a
man and a woman in a
physical altercation. The
woman, later identified
as Sander, ran up to the
deputies and was
detained in order for offi-
cers to speak to other
parties.

The deputies spoke to
the male party, B.A.A.,
who stated that he and
Sander had been romanti-
cally involved for about
one month. Sander had
wanted to leave in the
morning but was still
intoxicated, so those in

the home did not let her
drive.

Sander then became
upset with B.A.A. and got
physical with him, biting
him on the hand and
striking him in the head
five to six times with her
right hand in a closed
fist. B.A.A. also stated
that she hit his father,
M.A.A, several times in
the head, and he took her
to the ground.

Sander then got on top
of B.A.A. and wrapped
both hands around his
neck, with her thumbs on
his esophagus, squeezing.
B.A.A. stated that it was
hard to breathe, but he
did not feel like he was
going to lose conscious-
ness. One of the deputies
observed small lacera-
tions on B.A.A.’s left
hand.

The deputies spoke to
B.A.A.’s sister, B.J.A.S.,
who stated that Sander
and B.A.A. had been in
an argument this morn-
ing and observed Sander
throw B.A.A. around.
B.J.A.S. observed Sander
slap M.A.A., causing his
glasses to fall off his face.

Deputies then spoke to
M.A.A., who stated that
Sander and B.A.A. had
been arguing that morn-
ing. As he went outside to
observe the argument,
Sander jumped on him
and took him to the
ground. Sander was then
placed under arrest and
transported to the emer-
gency room for medical
clearance. During the
transport, Sander laid on
her back and started
kicking the roof and rear
side windows of the

squad car. Once at the
emergency room, Sander
continued to be argumen-
tative and yelling, so the
deputies backed out of
the room to de-escalate.

Sander then got out of
bed and ran toward the
door, trying to slam the
door shut. The deputies
were able to open the
door and restrain Sander
on the bed. Sander then
spat on one deputy’s face.
After Sander had been
transported to Becker
County Jail, one of the
deputies observed that an
amber dome light in the
back seat was broken in
the squad car.

Sander was previously
convicted of violating an
order for protection in
2021.

On May 5, for all three
charges, Becker County

District Court Judge
Michael Fritz sentenced
Sander to 364 days in the
Becker County Jail, with
319 days stayed for two
years. She was ordered to
serve 45 days, with credit
for seven served. Her
time may be served on
electronic home monitor-
ing at her own expense.

For all charges, Sander
was placed on supervised
probation for two years
with conditions that
include she remain law-
abiding and not possess
any firearms, ammuni-
tion or explosives.

All three sentences will
be served concurrently.
Her total fines and fees
from all three charges
were $1,585.

The Detroit Lakes Tribune
accepts community
calendar items for
publication online and,
space permitting, in our
Wednesday e-paper and
Saturday print edition.
Submissions must be
made at least a week in
advance of the event date, in
writing, to either dltribune®@
dinewspapers.com or
vgerdes@dInewspapers.
com. Each submission
must include the date,

time and location of event,
and where to go for more
information (phone, email

and/or website). Also
include whether the event

is free or paid admission,
and how much it costs when
applicable.

Wednesday, June 4
Vehicle Petting Zoo: The
Hawley Public Library will
host a 3 p.m. Vehicle Petting
Zoo event at Westgate Park,
1307 Joseph St., Hawley.
Visit up close and personal
with the operators of several
unique vehicles from around
town, including a police car,
fire truck and tractor. Though
this Lake Agassiz Regional
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HAPPENINGS

Library event is geared
toward families, it is free and
open to the public.

Writers Group: Writers and
aspiring writers seeking
encouragement, feedback
and collaboration are
welcome to join the Detroit
Lakes Public Library’s
Writers’ Group, which meets
at the library at 3 p.m. All
writing genres are welcome.
If you have any questions,
send an email to detroit@
larl.org or call 218-847-
2168.

Live Music: WE Fest

peersin the process

and their rootsy sound were swimming
against the tide when they emerged from a crowded
Minnesota music scene in 1985. Over almost four decades,
eleven albums, countless memorable live shows, and enough
personal drama to fill a couple of Behind the Music episodes,
this beloved band soared to heights few ever achieve while
winning the hearts and minds of numerous critics, fans, and

This is an evening with The Jayhawks featuring two full sets
by the band: an acoustic first set followed by a full electric set

8 PM | VIP EXPERIENCE AVAILABLE!

DLCCC.org | 218-844-SHOW

806 Summit Ave., Detroit Lakes, MN

Karaoke Roundup at
Loonies Pubin Vergas, 7-10
p.m.

Thursday, June 5
Sunshine Storytime:
Bring a blanket to sit on
and enjoy the fresh air and
summer sun with an outdoor
storytime on the library’s
lawn, starting at 10:30 a.m.
Activities will be moved
inside the library in case of
unpleasant weather. Each
week explores a different
theme, with stories, songs,
rhymes, flannel boards,
special guests and more!

Storytime typically lasts for
45 minutes and is geared for
children ages 3-6, although
kids of all ages are welcome
to join the fun.

Detroit Lakes Summer
Reading Kickoff: The
Detroit Lakes Public Library
will kick off its summer
reading program for kids
with a 2 p.m. Book Bingo
event, where attendees can
collect their “Go Wild About
Reading” summer reading
log and win prizes including
books, t-shirts, posters and
more. Free and open to the
public. Information about the

summer reading program
and upcoming events are
available at larl.org/explore.

Frazee Summer Reading
Kickoff: The Frazee
Library LINK Site at 305
Lake Street North will host
a kickoff for Lake Agassiz
Regional Library’s “Go Wild
About Reading” program
from 2-3 p.m. There will

be ice cream, yard games,
and a chance for kids to
collect their “Go Wild About
Reading” summer reading
log and win prizes including
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