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County proposes moratorium on green burials

Public hearing speakers mixed as proposed cemetery remains in limbo

BY MACKLIN CARUSO
Pine Journal

CARLTON — As a
statewide moratorium on
green burials is set to
expire, Carlton County is
considering an additional
one-year moratorium on
the practice to study pos-
sible health and

environmental impacts of
the emerging practice.

On Tuesday, Carlton
County residents
expressed excitement and
concern at a Carlton
County Board of Com-
missioners public hear-
ing on the proposed mor-
atorium. The moratorium
was not brought to a vote

after the hearing.

“It would be amazing to
have that opportunity
right in my community,”
said Barnum resident
Ruth Pfaller. “From
everything that I've
looked up and under-
stand, it’s good things for
the environment, not
bad.”

Green burials, also
called natural burials,
typically use biodegrad-
able materials and no
vaults or embalming.

A statewide moratori-
um enacted in 2023 placed
a temporary hold on
establishing new green
burial sites to study envi-
ronmental and public

health impacts. The Min-
nesota Legislature legal-
ized the practice during
the 2024 session. The
state moratorium is set to
expire in July.

The study, conducted by
the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health, was com-
pleted in January. It
found that green burials

minimize environmental
contamination when
properly managed, enrich
soils and mitigate risks to
groundwater contamina-
tion through shallow
burial depths. However, it
did warn that green buri-
als require safeguards to
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Megan Treuer at Jay Cooke State Park on Tuesday, June 3.

BY MACKLIN CARUSO
Pine Journal

ESKO

ribal courts on
reservations
nationwide often

rely on practices derived
from the American legal
system. For Esko’s Megan
Treuer, chief judge for
the Bois Forte Band of
Chippewa, these practices
can overlook the nuances
of tribal culture and,
consequently, fail to
deliver effective justice.
The Bush Foundation
announced Tuesday, June
6, that Treuer is the recip-
ient of a $150,000 two-year
fellowship. The funds will
allow her to further
incorporate traditional

Ojibwe practice into her
tribal court by immersing
herself in the Ojibwe lan-
guage and culture, and
travel across the world to
mentor under global
Indigenous leaders.

“We don’t have a sepa-
ration of our way of life,
our ceremonial practices,
or language and justice,”
she said.

The Bush Foundation
aims to identify and sup-
port leaders in Minneso-
ta, North Dakota and
South Dakota by provid-
ing monetary assistance
to grow their capacity
and knowledge to be even
more effective communi-
ty leaders, according to
Adora Land, grant-mak-
ing director with the
Bush Fellowship.

“Megan was someone
who we identified for the
work that she’s doing,”
Land said. “(It) would be
really impactful (for
Treuer to) have a fellow-
ship in this moment.”

A member of the Leech
Lake Band of Ojibwe,
Treuer has worked in
tribal justice for about 20
years and served as a
judge for the past 12.

Through her fellow-
ship, Treuer will focus on
how to “fully indigenize”
the tribal justice system
by reexamining how jus-
tice is delivered in Indian
country and revitalizing
cultural justice practices
that reflect how the com-
munities have tradition-
ally taken care of each
other.

s

Bois Forte is one of two
tribal nations in Minne-
sota with criminal juris-
diction, the other being
the Red Lake Nation.
Most of Treuer’s case-
work is criminal and
child protection.

Treuer believes that
implementing Indigenous
practices that reconnect
legal jurisdiction to cul-
ture will result in lower
recidivism rates and bet-
ter outcomes. For exam-
ple, she said that if a
young offender partakes
in a ceremony instead of
being sent to jail, it could
yield better long-term
outcomes.

But to do that, Treuer
believes she first needs to
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The future home of the elder housing complex, located
at 905 Boozhoo Drive in Cloquet, on Friday, May 30.

FDL Band
to construct
elder housing

Federally
funded 18-unit
complex to be
complete in
May 2026

BY MACKLIN CARUSO
Pine Journal

CLOQUET — More
than half of the Fond du
Lac Band of Lake Superi-
or Chippewa’s enrolled
members live off the res-
ervation, according to an
economic analysis con-
ducted by the band. How-
ever, Tribal Chairman
Bruce Savage hopes con-
struction of a new elder
housing complex will give
some of them a reason to
return home.

The nearly
16,000-square-foot build-
ing will offer 18 one-bed-
room units exclusively
for elders enrolled in the
Fond du Lac Band. The
housing complex, near
Big Lake Road on the
Fond du Lac Reservation,
is expected to be complet-
ed in May 2026.

The project is part of a

planned revitalization of
the Endaayang neighbor-
hood, which is named for
the Ojibwe word for “our
homes,” according to
Caleb Dunlap, the band’s
communication director.
In recent years, the band
has invested in the neigh-
borhood’s infrastructure
by constructing side-
walks and adding
utilities.

“It helps us to progress
in that area because,
unfortunately, this neigh-
borhood within our dis-
trict here has not always
had the best features and
the best reputation,”
Dunlap said.

The new complex is
adjacent to another elder-
ly housing complex,
which was constructed in
1987. Once completed, res-
idents living in the
12-unit complex will be
transferred to the new
facility.

The existing facility
will be converted into
one-bedroom apartments
open to tribal citizens of
all ages. By converting
the existing units, the
band hopes to diversify
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Call 833-248-7802.
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10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday.
Visitors must ring video
doorbell upon arrival.
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