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Westminster choir visits St. John's Abbey

On Saturday March 29, the Westminster Cathedral Choir from London, United Kingdom gave a concert at St. John's Abbey as part of

their 2025 international tour. The world-renowned choir performed alongside 19 young members of the St. John's Prep Boys Choir.

By Teresa Kopecky
tkopecky001@csbsju.edu

A large crowd gathered in the
Abbey church on Saturday to listen
to the Westminster Cathedral Choir
sing with the St. John’s Boys™ Choir.

Hosted by the monks of St. John’s
Abbey, this world-acclaimed choral
group visited campus as a part of their
international tour, spanning multiple
stops in the United States, Hungary,
Norway, Germany, Belgium and Italy.
Due to an unforeseen cancellation
in their tour, the Westminster
Cathedral Choir reached out to St.
John’s Monastery, where they had
performed many years ago.

Brother Paul Richards said
planning this event involved a
significant number of steps, such as
managing ticket sales, housing the
chorists in the Abbey Guesthouse
and organizing access to both the
Abbey and Great Hall.

“My role was pulling all these
pieces together because we haven't
done a major art event like this in the
Monastery for a long while,” Richards
said.

Founded in 1901, the
Westminster Cathedral Choir is the
only choir in the world that sings
daily Mass and Vespers. Simon
Johnson, director of the Westminster
Cathedral Choir since 2021, has
maintained this tradition. The
Westminster Cathedral Choir and
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The Westminster Cathedral Choir from London, United Kingdom performed alongside members from the St John's Boys Choir on the Saturday, March 29th musical performace in St. John's Abbey

the St. Johns Boys’ Choir performed
a version of the Mass Parts during
their concert, specifically “Cantus
Misse” by famous composer Josef
Rheinberger.

The concert began at 4 p.m.
with the singing of a church hymn
where audience members were
encouraged to participate, followed

by several foreign pieces and the
aforementioned “Cantus Missee.
Among the audience members
present was SJU sophomore Leo
Krueger, who said he enjoyed seeing
a high-performing men’s choir in
concert.

“It was refreshing to witness a
male choir of mixed ages, adults and

kids alike, singing in a professional
setting. I think it provided more
diversity of sound and voice parts,’
Krueger said.

The event lasted approximately
90 minutes in total, including a
brief intermission. The SJU Senate
allocated funds for 300 Johnnies to
attend the event, and current SJU

Senate president Ben Bugbee had
nothing but complimentary words
for the performance.

“It is a true triumph of the
monastic community to put on this
spectacular performance and to
welcome such a revered group to
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College Democrats doorknock for
Wisconsin Supreme Court Election

On March 29, CSB+SJU's College Democrats joined UW Eau Claire's College

Democrats in raising awareness for Tuesday's pivotal Supreme Court election.

By Abby Schunk
aschunk001@csbsju.edu

CSB+SJU’s  College Democrats
visited the University of Wisconsin-
Eau Claire (UWEC) campus to
promote civic engagement and raise
awareness for the Wisconsin Supreme
Court election, which occurred on
Tuesday.

CSB sophomore and College
Democrats president Cecilia McNair
and SJU junior Cormac O’Connor
from CSB+SJU College Democrats
traveled to Wisconsin on Saturday
to support the neighboring state.
College Democrats partnered with
Wisconsin College Democrats and
Young People’s Collective to go
doorknocking in Eau Claire.

“Doorknocking is a great way
for us to stay involved in the election
cycle;” McNair said.

CSB+SJU’s College Democrats
has formed a connection with
Wisconsin's ~ College  Democrats
and expects similar support when
Minnesota Supreme Court elections
occur.
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In  addition to  having
partnerships ~ with ~ Democratic
organizations in other communities,
College Democrats have provided
a place for students within the
CSB+SJU community.

“There is a lot of frightening
stuff that comes out that makes a lot
of people upset or nervous. This is
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Students doorknocked in Wisconsin to promote voting in the recent Supreme Court Election.

one of the most actionable ways that
people can fight back,” McNair said.
McNair said CSB+SJU’s College
Democrats provides a place where
students’ voices can be heard and
works to unify these voices into
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Choir embarks on trip to New York

The CSB+SJU Chamber Choir is heading to New York City, New York this weekend

to perform at Carnegie Hall following their preview concert last Friday evening.

By Sam Zeimetz
szeimetz001@csbsju.edu

The CSB+SJU Choral Arts
Ensemble will perform in the world-
renowned Carnegie Hall in New York
City from Thursday to Monday.

Carnegie Hall, first opened in
1891, is a cultural hub of music in
the United States and has featured a
wide variety of famous musicians,
including Tchaikovsky and The
Beatles.

“It just seems surreal to perform
on a stage where Bob Dylan, The
Beatles, Elvis Presley and countless
others have performed. To step foot
on the stage where they have been
is just amazing,” said Nick Brey, SJU
senior and Chamber Choir student
assistant.

The journey began when Bradley
Miller, director of CSB+SJU’s
Chamber Choir and the SJU Men’s
Chorus, received an invitation to
be a guest conductor at the hall and
feature his own choir members in

the performance. Miller earned
his bachelor’s degree in music
education at Concordia College,
Moorhead, master’s in music degree
at the University of Minnesota and
doctoral degree in musical arts at the
University of Arizona. He was hired
by MidAmerica Productions, Inc.
alongside one other conductor.

“I have led the program at
CSB+SJU for the past four years.
My choirs have traveled around the
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Koch Chair to discuss
poverty and the media

Author and filmmaker Gerard Straub is slated to give

a Koch Chair presentation on Monday, April 7 at CSB.

By Teresa Luedtke
tluedtke001@csbsju.edu

Author and filmmaker Gerard
Straub will give a Koch Chair
presentation on Monday at 7 p.m.
in Upper Gorecki. The lecture will
elaborate on ideas of faith and
its relationship to poverty and
encourage others to investigate their
ideas of God and loving others.

Straub started his television
career in California in 1964. By the
age of 21, he worked as an executive
at CBS on notable productions like
The Ed Sullivan Show.

Straub said that while working
in the production of television, he
reached a point where he questioned
the importance of his job.

“I said to myself, ‘Who would
watch this stuff?” Straub said.

Straub’s website states that, “after

a career as a wealthy Hollywood
producer and director” Straub went
through a conversion. On a journey
through Italy, he experienced a
moment of wonder inside a vacant
church.

“I felt the true love of God,
Straub said.

Straub cited this moment as
changing the trajectory of his life.
He went on to use his filmmaking
abilities to better serve the poor by
creating over 20 documentaries and
nine books as a window into the lives
of the impoverished and needy all
over the world. He said he was largely
inspired by the lives of historical
figures such as St. Francis of Assisi
and Thomas Merton.

Straub began his journey
by establishing the Santa Chiara
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Students attend SfAA

CSB+SJU students attended the Society for Applied

Anthropology (SfAA) conference in Portland, Oregon.

By Martha Dougherty
mdoughert001@csbsju.edu

CSB+SJU students traveled to
Portland, Oregon, to participate in
the 85th annual Society for Applied
Anthropology (SfAA) meeting. The
conference was held Friday through
Tuesday and focused on revitalizing
applied anthropology.

CSB+SJU  students presented
posters on a variety of topics,
including the effects of climate
anxiety on women across cultures
and the accommodation of dietary
restrictions in  college  dining
halls. Students also attended panel
discussions and presentations by
scholars and scientists on applied
anthropology topics.

“There was so much different
research that was being presented
there.  From  healthcare to
environmental stuff, just anything”
said Brett Lund, a SJU sophomore
who attended the conference.

“You had professors and
academics from  other fields
presenting their research, so we
picked out presentations that were
interesting to us. One that I went
to was about healthcare and labor
camps in North Korea,” said Rachel
Erben, a CSB senior and conference
attendee.

The SfAA annual conference
gives scholars, social scientists and
students the chance to share their
work and brainstorm for future
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Check us out on Instagram to stay updated with the latest from CSB+SJU's official student newspaper.
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