
NEWS
A2 • WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 2025 • CASS COUNTY REPORTER

Kindred Fire Department called 
out to Adams County wild fire

By Jan Russell 
jan@ccreporter.com

The city of Kindred is calling 
them “fire vacations.” 

Kindred Fire Department 
members Rich Schock, Anthony 
Krenzel, Shelton Tronnes and 
Justin Flom have been repeat-
edly deployed to North Dakota 
locations to aid the state’s Forest 
Service (NDFS) in combating 
wild fires. 

“I’ve got multiple people on 
my crew who are Type One 
Wildland Firefighters,” said Rich 
Schock, Kindred’s fire depart-
ment chief and public works 
supervisor. “So we get the phone 
calls when there’s a big incident 
and they need backup.” 

This last incident was called 
the “Cedar River Fire,” started 
in Adams County on the North 
Dakota/South Dakota border 
last week. It scorched 8,730 
acres—nearly 14 square miles. 
It burned several structures, but 
no injuries were reported. 

“They are thinking it started 
with lightening striking an old 
structure,” Schock said. “At 
some point, the fire just took off 
when the winds came up. The 
owner wasn’t in the state at that 
time.” 

The area torched was a combi-
nation of pasture land and no till 
farmland. 

“The problem with no till is 
that there is a lot of residue 
on the ground,” Schock said. 
“Pasture land is similar. The fire 
burns through the debris. It can 
just sit there and smolder. When 
it builds enough heat, it puffs 
out again.” 

Schock thought they had it un-
der control a number of times, 
only to be proved wrong. 

The Kindred Fire Department 
had just finished leadership 
training with the North Dakota 
Forestry Service when the call 
came in. The men were in a 
unique situation—called out be-
fore the ink was dry on the certi-
fications they had just earned. 

“Its timing was kind of neat, 

but certainly not ideal,” Schock 
said. “But the training was cer-
tainly fresh in our minds.”

Schock estimated there were 
15 other agencies present at the 
fire— from area rural towns and 
cities, as well as the NDFS. A 
smaller fire in Sheridan County 
left two firefighters injured. 

Jaiden Bauer of McClusky 
and Casey Quale of Wing were 
injured when their fire truck 
stalled out because of the smoke 
and they couldn’t escape the 
advancing fire. Quale was treat-
ed and released, but Bauer was 
more seriously injured. 

Smoke from the Cedar Creek 
fire was captured by traffic cam-
eras—over two hours away. 

“That fire capped out—that’s 
when a smoke plume goes up 
and hits the “ceiling,’ the upper 
atmosphere and spreads out,” 
Schock said. “That’s not un-
common in a forest fire—it’s not 
common on a grassland fire. At 
times the flames were 10 to 12 
feet high—all that residue and 
the winds were up. It was not an 
easy situation.” 

The fire was not easily con-
tained. 

“The field moisture is very low, 
in spite of being spring” Schock 
said. “We started with hand 
tools. You could smash it flat 
and then you’d step back and it 
would flare up again.” 

The Kindred crew began a “an-
chor and pinch” method. 

“You run the trucks in tandem. 
The first truck wets it down and 
when it runs out, the second 
truck takes over while the first 
refills,” Schock explained. 

The department had some 
help too. 

“A guy came by, hauling a disc 
plow,” Schock said. “He pulled 
up and said, ‘I have no idea 
whose land this is, but what can 
I do?’ I told him to disc about 10 
feet out from everything. Obvi-
ously, a plow line will help save 
that area.” 

Although the fire was con-
tained, the Kindred personnel 
were called out again over Easter 

weekend to monitor conditions 
by Burlington, N.D. just west of 
Minot.

“We got home about midnight 
on Easter Sunday,” Schock said. 

But even the drive home was 
dramatic and smoke-filled. 

“We left Minot about 7 p.m. on 
Sunday and were driving near 
Max,” Schock said. “We came 
across a small fire that had start-
ed in a ditch off Highway 83. So 
we stopped to help.” 

A passerby alerted the men to 
more small fires. 

“He said someone must be 
dragging something metal to 
spark off these fires,” Schock 
said. “We were able to determine 
the other smaller fires were con-
tained quickly by the Max Fire 
Department.” 

The Kindred Fire is getting a 
reputation. 

“The highway patrol officer 
said, ‘Man, you guys can’t catch 
a break, can you?” Schock said.  

Dry conditions continue to 
contribute to the state’s fire 
hazards. 

“We could have a very busy 
summer,” Schock said. “Espe-
cially with the dry conditions 
in the west. The whole state is 
tinder dry right now.” 

Schock urges rural properties 
maintain a “defensible space” on 
home steads. 

“Defensible space is something 
we can use if we are called out,” 
Schock said. “Keep the grass-
es cut low and maintain space 
between inhabited dwellings and 
tree lines. A lot of winds breaks 
are aging and they contain a 
lot of fuel for an overland fire. 
Leave open areas. And very 
closely monitor burn barrels if 
you use them.” 

Now that everyone is back in 
Kindred, Schock and Tronnes 
can begin to catch up with work 
and situations that arose from 
their absence. 

“We had one contractor that 
managed to break a water pipe 
while working on a private 
residence,” Schock sighed. “But, 
nothing is burning. Yet.” 

COURTESY PHOTOS
Kindred Fire Department was deployed to two separate wild fires this past week. Both fires were successfully con-
tained. 

Kindred Schools 
recognize state 
title team
By Jan Russell 
jan@ccreporter.com

The Kindred School Board recognized the boy’s high school 
basketball team at their regular monthly meeting last week. 

“It was a dramatic game,” said student activities director 
Brad Ambrosius. “A lot of teams would have folded when they 
were down 26 points at half time. This team didn’t, and they 
were able to come back and bring home the title.” 

The team’s coach, Brad Woehl, took home State Class A 
coaching honors as well. 

The board reviewed the results of an audit of the district 
finances from Dan Julson, a certified public accountant with 
a firm in Fargo. The district’s financial records were good and 
the only detriment was that the district only employs a single 
business manager, Melanie Moffit. 

“We’ve heard this before,” said school superintendent Mike 
Kolness. “But our system is running well.” 

The enrollment for the 2025-2026 school year, appears to be 
holding steady, with a slight bump in the preschool program, 
according to Kolness. 

“We’re being cautious in our approach,” Kolness said. “We 
just don’t know what’s coming out of Bismarck until the legis-
lative session is done,” Kolness told the board. 

High school principal Kent Packer presented graduation 
plans, which will take place in the district’s new performing 
arts center. 

“It’s going to look different,” Packer. “We’re planning on a 
live stream for friends and relatives that can’t make it to the 
event.” 

Kindred will be graduating approximately 55 students in a 
few weeks. 

The board accepted two resignations, effective at the end of 
the current school year. Steve Dockter, a mathematics teach-
er and Ron Paul, a custodian will finish out the year. Paul is 
retiring. 

The district accepted six open enrollment applications, four 
students from one family and two from another. 

The board voted to table 13 second readings of policies, so 
that committees could review them before their implementa-
tions. 

“Most of these are North Dakota School Board Association 
recommendations,” Kolness explained. “So I’m comfortable 
with having the board members review them again before 
voting.” 

The board did approve a resolution from the list about GED 
credits for high school and curriculum requirements. The 
board will allow high school students to receive credit for tak-
ing relevant portions of the General Education Development 
tests (GED) to satisfy corresponding graduation requirements 
set forth by the North Dakota Century Code. The superinten-
dent will make all the assessments credit allowance on a case-
by-case basis. 

The next regular meeting of the Kindred School Board is 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 13 at 6 p.m. All meetings are open 
to the public and are held at the high school. 
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