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A sea of elementary learners, wearing 
pink and red to mark Valentine’s 
Day, chanted from the bleachers 

the name of a very special Northern Cass 
educator during an assembly Friday, Febru-
ary 14. 

Mrs. Stoen. Mrs. Stoen. Mrs. Stoen.  
The chant, combined with hundreds 

of stomping little feet, erupted after sec-
ond-grade educator Jessica Stoen was 
announced the recipient of the prestigious 
Milken Educator Award and a $25,000 
cash award. 

The elementary school assembly was clev-
erly concealed as a celebration to commend 
the district on its success as a personalized 
learning pilot. 

The Northern Cass gym was brimming 
with administrators, school board mem-
bers and special guests including State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Kirsten Baesler and Congresswoman Julie 
Fredorchak. In addition, Vice President of 
the Milken Educator Awards at the Milken 
Family Foundation Jennifer Fuller was in 
attendance all the way from Santa Monica 
Calif., to present the secret award. 

First, Baesler spoke telling the assembly 
that wherever she goes she ‘brags on North-
ern Cass’ for the success they have had in 
personalized competency based learning. 

“You guys get to learn until you master it 
and then you move on. This model recog-
nizes students learn in different ways and at 
different speeds and its working. It’s prov-
ing the one size fits all method of teaching 
isn’t the best way to learn.” 

She commended the district for making 
the decision to change the way students 
learn by identifying learners individual 
strengths, needs and what is interesting and 
relevant to them. 

“Northern Cass is a beautiful representa-
tive of the K-12 eco system that can exist in 
2025.” 

In closing Baesler said the new teaching 
model is working. Northern Cass far super-
sedes the national average in English, Math 
and Science.  

Baesler’s positive comments set the stage 
perfectly to announce the Milken Educator 
Award honoree. 

Fuller introduced herself and told the 
students: “You haven’t heard about us, but 
we’ve heard about you. When we hear about 
Northern Cass we hear the word excel-
lence.”

She explained the Milken Educator 
Award and why it was prestigious. 

“You can’t apply or be nominated. You 
don’t find us. We find you,” she said. 

The Milken Educator Award was created 
by philanthropist and education visionary 
Lowell Milken in 1987 to further excellence 
in education and inspire the next genera-
tion of educators. 

Leading up to the big announcement, 
Fuller solicited help from a group of pre-se-
lected students who assisted her in holding 
signs revealing dollar amounts. It began 
with $25, then $250. 

“Do you think that’s enough money for 
how hard teachers work, she asked the 
students?”

“No!”
Another zero was added, making it 

$2,500. How about now? 
The students cheered. 
“I think that works,” one of the assistant 

students said. 
Fuller disagreed, adding another zero. 

$25,000. 
The crowd of students and faculty 

cheered, as Fuller made the big announce-
ment. 

“The best teacher to represent excellence 
happening at Northern Cass is Jessica 
Stoen!” 

In the bleachers, commotion ensued, and 
even though all eyes were trying to find 
Mrs. Stoen, she was nowhere to be seen, 
having been buried in the arms of excited 
second-graders. 

Making her way to floor, Stoen wiped 
tears, visibly shocked. 

“I’m at a loss for words,” she said having 
made her way to the microphone. “I love 
you guys. I love each of you. I will love you 
always,” she said gesturing toward her sec-
ond grade class. “They say you don’t work a 
day in your life if you love what you do. I’m 

COURTESY PHOTO
Second-grade educator Jessica Stoen shows the love she feels for her Northern Cass learners after receiving the $25,000 Milken Educator Award during a 
special assembly on Friday, Feb. 14. 
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Will City of 
Casselton 
continue
its recycling 
program? 
By Angela Kolden 
angela@ccreporter.com

Will the City of Casselton con-
tinue its recycling program and if 
so, will it include an opt-out option 
for those who do not utilize the 
program?  

These are the two main ques-
tions that came out of a February 
12 Sanitation Committee meet-
ing. At the meeting, committee 
members -- which include council 
member representation as well 
as public works personnel -- met 
with Richard Mower of Waste 
Management. Waste Management 
is the company the city currently 
contracts with for its recycling. 

Public Works Director Kevin 
Mayer invited several recycling 
groups to the committee meet-
ing, but only Waste Management 
responded. 

Mower provided a presentation 
on the city’s current recycling pro-
gram. Residents are automatically 
enrolled in the recycling program, 
receive a green recycle cart and are 
charged $5 on the monthly utility 

Fatal crash 
near Buffalo
By Angela Kolden 
angela@ccreporter.com

Early Monday morning, Feb-
ruary 17, a 62-year-old Fargo 
man died in a single vehicle 
rollover crash. 

The crash happened around 
5:30 a.m., on I-94, three miles 
southeast of Buffalo. The vic-
tim’s name has not yet been 
released. 

According to the North Da-
kota Highway Patrol (NDHP) 
a straight truck traveling west-
bound near mile marker 317 
entered the median, overturned 
and come to a final rest on its 
side in the roadway. 

The driver was pronounced 
deceased at the scene. The crash 
remains under investigation by 
the NDHP. 

Agencies involved were the 
NDHP, Cass County Sheriff’s 
Office, Casselton Ambulance and 
Buffalo Fire Department. 


