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RECYCLING continued from A1

billing. 
At the meeting resident Alyson 

Meyer spoke against the recycling 
program, stating she felt that 
residents who do not need or want 
the service should not be required 
to pay for it. 

Mower said that in most munici-
palities, the recycling is tied direct-
ly to the number of water meters. 

Committee member Michels 
said she understood why residents 
wouldn’t want to pay for a program 
they don’t utilize. 

An opt-out option will be con-
sidered while negotiating the new 
contract. 

Michels requested to see con-
tract options prior to bringing a 
recommendation to the full council 
in March. 

Mower will provide the commit-
tee with ‘numbers’ within the next 
week or so. 

In response to resident com-
plaints regarding broken totes 
not being replaced by Waste 
Management, Mower said a third 
party contractor hired to repair 
or replace broken totes was not 
following through with their work 
orders and the agreement had 
been terminated. 

It was suggested the best form 
of communication would be by 
Contacting Mower or colleague 
Mary Hatch directly at Waste 
Management. Mower said Waste 
Management is in the process of 
implementing an online reporting 
system to track work orders. 

COURTESY PHOTO
Those involved in the $25,000 check presentation are (l to r): Elementary Principal Crysta Schenck, Congresswoman Julie Fredorchak, State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Kirsten Baesler, award recipient Jessica Stoen, Milken Educator Award Vice President Jennifer Fuller and two Milken Foundation repre-
sentatives (unidentified). 

lucky enough to love what I do.” 
Past recipients of the Milken Educator Award were present to 

offer their congratulations to Mrs. Stoen. In addition to the cash 
award, honorees receive mentorship opportunities for expanded 
leadership, including a wide range of leadership roles at state, na-
tional and international levels. The honorees attend an all-expense 
paid Milken Educator Awards Forum in Los Angeles in April, 
2025, where they will network with their new colleagues as well as 
veteran Milken Educators and other education leaders about how 
to broaden their impact on K-12 education. 

Following the award presentation, Fuller issued a press release 
stating Jessica Stoen’s creative and personalized approach to 
teaching creates a profound, positive impact on her students, fami-

lies and her colleagues in and beyond her school community. Jessi-
ca’s unwavering dedication to education is evident in the enriching, 
engaging learning experiences she crafts for her students as well as 
her relentless commitment to professional growth for both herself 
and her peers.

Stoen is a 2010 graduate of Valley City State University, earning 
a Bachelor of Science degree in elementary education. She later 
earned a Master of Education in educational administration in 
2017 from North Dakota State University.

“It’s fitting that an educator at one of our state’s most outstand-
ing and innovative rural schools is able to win this prestigious 
award,” said Superintendent Baesler. “Jessica Stoen is a role model 
and example of teaching excellence for educators everywhere.”
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Landowners interested in 
posting private land electronically 
for the 2025-2026 hunting season 
can log onto My Account in the 
North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department website: gf.nd.gov. 
Landowners who have a profile on 
the Game and Fish department’s 
mobile app have the option this 
year to communicate with hunters 
who use their cell phone app. A 
link will be available for hunters 
to send a request to the individual 
posting the land. 

A free tax preparation for low 
income individuals will be offered 
by SENDCAA on February 20 at 
the Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Lisbon. The hours are from 9:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Please Call Bonnie 
or Chanon at 701-232-2452 or 
text 701-630-2924 for an appoint-
ment.

RANSOM COUNTY
The Lisbon City Council decid-

ed to continue their association 
with the Red River Water Supply 
project, at least for now. The proj-
ect is designed to pipe Missouri 
River water along the McCluskey 
Canal to the Sheyenne River near 
Cooperstown. From there, the 
water flows to the Red as well as 
the James River. Jay Anderson, a 
long-time proponent of the proj-
ect, told the city that much of the 
165 cubic feet per second (CFS) 
that was alloted to the project has 
been spoken for, with only 15-20 
CFS left. The city would make no 
payment until 2028. 

Duane “Doc” Hanson was 
honored by the American Legion 
Post 7 for his 22 years as teacher, 
veteran Legionnaire and designer 
of the wood shop at the ND Vet-
eran’s Home. Ron Stendahl and 
David Olson presented a plaque 
to Hanson in a ceremony recently. 
Lisbon high school principal Pat 
Adair was also represented at the 
award. 

By Jan Russell 
jan@ccreporter.com

The Kindred chapter of the Future Farm-
ers of America (FFA) hosted its midwinter 
Career Development Event for the 24th 
year. Over 500 students from 64 schools 
across the state traveled to Kindred to 
compete in agriculture sales, livestock and 
agronomy judging and small animal care. 

“It’s a big event to be sure,” said Steph-
anie Cook, a local producer and long-time 
FFA Booster Club leader. “We also had a 
few 4-H chapters from Minnesota here, so 
it was a big day.” 

The FFA chapter deliberately hosts their 
event to coincide with North Dakota State’s 
Saddle & Sirloin events. 

“Some of our FFA chapters are traveling a 
long way—Watford City, Dickinson, Beu-
lah,” Cook said. “So this allows them to get 
two events in during the trip.” 

Kindred’s parking lot was full of buses, 
vans, cars and pick ups as over 100 vol-
unteers from the Kindred area descended 
upon the high school to serve as judges, 
score keepers, tabulators and meal servers. 

“We’ve come a long way,” said Cook. “The 
first time we did this I was a junior. I think 
we met at the Kindred Lutheran Church 
and at city hall. We used Rustad’s for the 
animals.” 

This year, the critters, all supplied by 
local farms, were housed in a heated ware-
house at Dakota Ag. 

“Without that community support, it 
would a lot more work,” Cook said. “Tradi-
tionally, Kindred has one of the largest FFA 
chapters in the state. So we are grateful to 
all the community support and the volun-
teers that show up.” 

The timing of this year’s contest is es-
pecially good as it kicks off a week of FFA 
activities around the school. 

“The kids have a bunch of activities 
through the week,” Cook said. “We want 

to introduce FFA to 
some students who 
just don’t know what 
it’s all about. They’re 
going to serve the 
teachers breakfast 
and then the students 
get cake and ice cream 
one day at lunch.” 

Cook was apprecia-
tive of the school’s ag 
teachers: Melaree Lee 
and Alicia Lund. 

“We own them so 
much for handling 
registrations and 
some of the more dif-
ficult logistics,” Cook 
said. “They probably 
deserve extra ice 
cream and cake.” 

Kindred FFA 
Results: 

Agricultural 
Sales Contest 

Team Placing - Sil-
ver 8th place

Individual Placing
Gold - Kamryn Hal-

vorson, Trevor Olson
Silver - James Hal-

vorson, Bailey Fuchs
Bronze - Colt Olson

Livestock Judg-
ing Contest

Team Placing - Gold 6th Place 
Individual Placing
Gold - Grace Cook, Zander Swenson, 

Lincoln Swenson
Silver - Wyatt Vining, Aden Oestreich

Agronomy Judging Contest
Team Placing - Gold 4th Place 
Individual Placing
Gold - Jenna Osier, Elsa Ingebrightson

Silver - Bailee Stoddard, Lizzie Cook
Bronze - Whitney Stoddard, Miles Weber

Cass County 4-H Results at the Kin-
dred Contest

Jr 4-H Agronomy Judging Contest
Team Placing - 1st place 
Blue - James Fiesel, Haakon Kvamme, 

Gibson Hahn
Red - Ryker Wilson, Dru Olson
White - Jett Johnson, Fin Johnson, Anni-

ka Jesser, Gracie Volske

Kindred hosts FFA Midwinter Tournament
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North Dakota FFA students break for lunch at Kindred High School. The 
mid-winter Career Development Event attracted over 500 students from 64 
schools. 


