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‘I remember the day well’
FUNERAL HOME DIRECTOR REMEMBERS ‘UNKNOWN MALE’

The marker of William H. Tate, known only as ‘Unknown Male” since his death in 1970 near Page.  

By Angela Kolden 
angela@ccreporter.com

It was an autumn day in 1970 when Mark 
Lindsey’s father received a phone call from 
Cass County Sheriff Jack H. Daily. 

The body of an unidentified adult male was 
found near the railroad tracks south of Page. 

As owner of Lindsey Funeral Home in Page, 
with locations at several other communities at 
the time, Mark and his father were at the funeral 
home in Erie when the call came in. 

“Sheriff Daily had just been elected. He called 
to let me dad know a body had been discovered,” 
Lindsey recalled while retelling the events of a 
day that had been forgotten by most, until July 1, 
2025. 

Two weeks ago, The Cass County Coroner’s 
Office, in collaboration with Southeast Missou-
ri State University, exhumed the remains of an 
unknown male who had been laid to rest at the St. 
James Cemetery in Page, 55 years earlier. 

Investigators at the time believed the man had 
been deceased for about six weeks prior to the 
discovery.

The Cass County Sheriff’s Office investigated 
the case as a possible homicide, as evidence sug-
gested the man had been assaulted, robbed and 
either thrown or had fallen from a moving train. 
Despite extensive efforts, no suspects or persons 
of interest were ever identified.

The man’s cause of death was listed as frac-
tures of the ribs, cervical vertebrae, maxilla and 
mandible. The manner of death was ruled unde-
termined. With no identification, he was buried 
at St. James Cemetery in Page with a headstone 
marked “Unknown Male.”

On July 1, 2025 The body was exhumed, and an 
upper denture plate was recovered from the skel-
etal remains. The denture plate was labeled “Tate. 
W. H” with number “20506932’ printed beneath. 

Using genealogical and archival resources and 
data bases, investigators traced the denture infor-
mation to a World War II enlistment record for 
William Howard Tate. 

For one man,Mark Lindsey, identifying the 
body solves a 50 year mystery. Lyndsey was the 
man called to pick up the body when it was dis-
covered on October 27, 1970. 

“When the call came in from Sheriff Daily, “My 
dad said, you go to the funeral home and get the 
car and stretcher,” Lindsey, recalled in an inter-
view with the Cass County Reporter. 

“The assumption was that he got into a fight 
and thrown out of the box car,” Lindsey said, re-
membering the day. “I picked up Oscar England 
who was a Cass County Deputy at the time.”

Linsdsey remembers the grass along the rail-
road tracks had been two feet deep in the summer 
months, but once it dried down in the fall, the 
railroad crew could see the body and they are who 
called it in to the sheriff.  Investigators believed 
the man had been deceased for about six weeks 
prior to the discovery. 

“We got the body and returned back to the 
funeral home and waited to hear what to do,” 
Lindsey said. “The next day, the Coroner, Dr. 
Galen Eash, of Casselton, came out to declare him 
dead.” 

After several days, Lindsey heard from the 
Sheriff and was instructed to take the body to St. 
Lukes x-ray department. 

“From the bone calcification they determined 
he was in his 40’s,” he said. 

From St. Lukes, Lindsey was instructed to bring 
the body to the Cass County Sheriff’s garage 
where they performed an autopsy.

“There were several people there; Sheriff Daily, 
myself, Oscar and the County Coroner,” Lindsey 
said. “They did the exam and zipped the bag up 
and I went home with the body and got instruc-

tions to bury him.”
Lindsey Funeral home furnished a casket paid 

for by Cass County. 
“I buried him and Pastor George Gutznan said 

a prayer. That was the weirdest death certificate 
I’d ever filled out. All it included was the date and 
location found. 

Lindsey, who was 28 at the time, recalled the 
body was found south of Page a couple miles, 
in-between Nolan and Hwy 38. 

A duffel bag was found about a mile west of 
where the body was located. In it there was a Pio-
neer Press newspaper and a cellophane wrapper 
from Cigarettes indicating they were purchased 
in Minnesota. Also in the satchel were a pair 
of underwear matching the underwear on the 
deceased male. The investigators determined he 
was traveling east to west, probably coming from 
Minneapolis. 

After hearing the man’s identify for the first 
time while talking to a Cass County Reporter, 
Lindsey, who moved from Page with his wife 
Pat in 1974, remembers there were people living 
around Colgate at the time who had the last name 
Tate. 

“I wonder if they were relatives,” questioned the 
now 83-year-old retired funeral home director. 

Additional analysis of the remains is being 
conducted by Dr. Jennifer Bengtson, a professor 
overseeing the project at Southeast Missouri State 
University. The effort is funded by private donors 
who support the university’s anthropology de-
partment.

The Coroner’s Office is also working with Cass 
County Veteran Services to have a new headstone 
with the decedent’s identification placed on the 
grave.

“We sold the tombstone marker and all I could 
put on it was “Unknown Male, Died 1970,”Lind-
sey said. 


