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“It’s just a reinforcement of 
what we are trying to accomplish 
in Casselton,” said Mayor Mike 
Faught after accepting an award 
honoring Casselton as City of 
the Year by the North Dakota 
League of Cities last week.

The City of the Year Award 
was presented during the 
NDLC’s 2025 Annual Confer-
ence September 17-19 at the 
Bismarck Event Center. 

NDLC Executive Director Matt 

Gardner said Casselton was rec-
ognized for its strong communi-
ty spirit, youth engagement and 
forward-looking projects. From 
students painting snowplows 
and serving on the city council 
to hosting community planning 
sessions, Casselton is ensuring 
every generation has a voice in 
shaping the city’s future.  

“Casselton is showing what 
happens when a city blends in-
novation, tradition and commu-
nity pride,” he said, noting re-
cent highlights include Casselton 
becoming the home of the Grand 

Farm Ag Tech Hub, a nationally 
recognized innovation center for 
agriculture, and launching a new 
senior dining program that helps 
reconnect residents and build 
intergenerational ties. 

Mayor Faught views the 
award as earned recognition and 
believes everyone that works 
for the city or is on the council 
should feel proud of this award. 

“It is a testament of the inno-
vation, growth and camaraderie 
that residents look for in a small 
to mid-size community,” he 
said, extending special thanks 

to Community and Economic 
Development Director Adrienne 
Olson. “Thank you for all of your 
hard work and for  ‘making us 
feel like a community.’” 

Echoing the Mayor’s sen-
timent, City Auditor Sheila 
Klevgard said she feels encour-
aged that what we are doing in 
Casselton is viewed as positive 
progress by the awards commit-
tee.  

“Hopefully our citizens are 
proud of our city and what we 
can accomplish by working 
together.”

Also proud to receive the 
award was Public Works Super-
intendent Will Lipp who said it 
means a lot to him and the pub-
lic works crew to be recognized. 

He especially enjoys working 
with the school to find oppor-
tunities, like the snow plow art 
project, to allow area youth to be 
creative and get involved with 
their City.

“Without involvement from 
our young people we wouldn’t be 
as successful as we are today,” 
Lipp said. “The community is 
truly the winner of this award.”

COURTESY PHOTO
Accepting the City of the Year Award (from left) were: NDLC President Jim Neubauer, Casselton City Mayor Mike Faught, City Auditor Sheila Klevgard, Public Works Supervisor Will Lipp, NDLC Executive 
Director Matt Gardner. 
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One of Casselton’s driving forces has been rec-
ognized with an award to honor her efforts in 
creating positive change. 

Adrienne Olson, Casselton community and economic 
development director, will be recognized as the Emerg-

ing Developer of the Year during an awards ceremony 
held at the Economic Development Association of North 
Dakota Fall Conference in Minot October 7-9. 

During the awards ceremony a short video will be 
presented highlighting the significant contributions 
Olson has made on the economic health of the Casselton  
community, region and state. 

As the Community and Economic Development Direc-
tor of Casselton, Olson is responsible for supporting ex-

isting businesses, recruiting new businesses and services 
into Casselton, and creating opportunities for residents 
to engage in. 

Before accepting her current role in October 2023, 
Olson was a vice president with downtown Fargo real 
estate redevelopment firm Kilbourne Group. 

During her relatively short time in her new role, she 
has identified several career highlights including reignit-
ing the Jingle & Mingle holiday lights and local shopping 
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