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Police remove speaker from commission
meeting after ‘threat,’ disruption

A man was escorted out of City Hall after defying time limits and prompting
safety concerns during a heated exchange with city officials.

BY JAMES B. MILLER, JR.
The Dickinson Press

DICKINSON

ensions flared at
TTuesday night’s

Dickinson City
Commission meeting
when a familiar out-of-
town speaker refused to
yield the podium,
prompting Mayor Scott
Decker to declare him out
of order. After continued
defiance and repeated
warnings, Dickinson
Police officers escorted
Ryan Messano from City
Hall — an action that
drew applause from a
visibly relieved audience.

Tuesday’s meeting
drew a large audience of
residents, with some
attending to raise con-
cerns with city property
tax assessments and oth-
ers to witness the com-
mission’s vote on a new
public comment policy.

Messano, during the
public comments, took to
the podium to continue
his weeks-long pattern of
targeting women, whom
he has described as emo-
tional and illogical.

In a tense exchange,
preceeding Mayor Decker
calling for a recess, Mes-
sano invoked the Second
Amendment while railing
against what he described
as threats to free speech.

“The First Amendment
was followed by what
amendment, Mayor? The
Second Amendment,
that’s how serious it was.
When you start mess-
ing...” Messano said,
before Decker
interrupted.

“Is that a threat?” Deck-
er asked.

Messano responded,
“What was it followed by
the Second Amendment
for?”

Again, Decker asked,
“Is that a threat?”

Messano pressed on:

“Why? Because they
understood that if you
and other tyrants like
these petty functionary
bureaucrats — if they
interfere with someone’s
First Amendment
right...”

At that point, Decker
cut him off again. Mem-
bers of the audience
began speaking out, and
the meeting quickly
devolved into disorder.
Decker then called for a
temporary recess.

When the meeting
resumed, Decker
addressed Messano
directly:

“Mr. Messano, I would
ask you to finish your
comments within one
minute. Your comments
this evening have been
disruptive and you have
not allowed us to conduct
the business that this city
needs to conduct. And,
you have threatened us. I
will give you one minute
and then I will ask you to
yield and leave the
chamber.”

Messano refused to end
an extended set of
remarks that included
sexist and inflammatory
rhetoric, defying the may-
or’s instruction to con-
clude within one minute.
When asked repeatedly to
step away from the podi-
um, Messano insisted on
continuing with his pre-
planned 15-minute
speech.

After Messano’s final
refusal to comply with
the directive, Decker
declared him out of order
and requested his remov-
al. When he would not
leave voluntarily, three
Dickinson Police Officers
approached and physical-
ly escorted him from the
chamber — drawing rau-
cous applause from the
audience.

Outside City Hall, Mes-
sano is alleged to have
become verbally

combative with officers,
according to witness
accounts provided to The
Dickinson Press.

At the end of the ses-
sion, Mayor Decker
addressed the incident
visibly upset, offering an
apology to attendees and
stating that Dickinson is
better than what
occurred.

Messano, a California-
based figure of limited
notoriety, is known local-
ly for his inflammatory
remarks at public meet-
ings in Dickinson, as well
as at other meetings
across the country. His
remarks Tuesday came in
response to recent public
appeals from female Dick-
inson residents urging
the commission to take
action against what many

said they viewed as the
exploitation of public
forums to promote hate
speech — including anti-
semitic, sexist and racist
tropes.

Messano, who does not
reside in Dickinson, has
become a source of grow-
ing frustration for many
in the community who
continue to voice concern
over his repeated appear-
ances and the offensive
nature of his remarks.
Many question why a
non-local resident is
being permitted to domi-
nate public discourse in
the city.

Records indicate that
Messano’s behavior is not
unique to Dickinson.

In 2024, Messano was
arrested twice in Sacra-
mento, California — once
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Ryan Messano was escorted out of the April 1st City Commission meeting by police officers after being declared
out of order by Mayor Scott Decker.

Dickinson Press file

Tensions erupted at Tuesday’s Dickinson City
Commission meeting when Ryan Messano, a
controversial out-of-town speaker, was removed by

police.

for violating a restraining Anti-Defamation League

order and again for refus-
ing to leave the podium
after being asked. The

(ADL) has documented
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Former commanders of USS Theodore
Roosevelt to headline DSU symposium

The Theodore Roosevelt Center
will welcome four naval officers
to its 2025 event to share
firsthand insights on leadership,
warfare and the lasting legacy of
the ship’s namesake.

BY EVAN BUTOW
The Dickinson Press

DICKINSON — The
Theodore Roosevelt Cen-
ter at Dickinson State
University has
announced four distin-
guished naval officers as
panelists for its upcoming
academic symposium,
Theodore Roosevelt and
the Navy, scheduled for
Sept. 25 — 27, 2025.

Vice Admiral David
Architzel, Admiral
Charles Stevenson Abbot,
Rear Admiral Richard
O’Hanlon and Captain
Daniel “Roman” Grieco
— all former command-
ing officers of the USS
Theodore Roosevelt —
will share their experi-
ences leading the aircraft
carrier named after the
26th president and reflect
on Roosevelt’s legacy in
naval history and
diplomacy.

“The Theodore Roos-
evelt Center is very excit-
ed to welcome several for-
mer commanding officers
of the USS Theodore Roo-
sevelt to speak at its sym-
posium this year,” said
Erik Johnson, co-director
of the center. “We know
the ship maintains a
strong link to its name-
sake president and we’re
looking forward to hear-
ing their reminiscences
of their time on board as
well as their modern per-
spectives on the Navy and
global diplomacy.”

Commanders and
Careers

Each of the four panel-
ists led the USS Theodore
Roosevelt during key
chapters in American
naval history. Vice Admi-
ral David Architzel
served as the ship’s sixth
commanding officer from
1996 to 1998. A graduate

Photo Courtesy of the United States Navy
The USS Theodore Roosevelt

of the U.S. Naval Acade-
my, he holds a master’s
degree in aeronautical
systems from the Univer-
sity of West Florida.
Admiral Charles Ste-
venson Abbot was the
third commanding offi-
cer, serving from 1990 to
1992 during the Gulf War.
He graduated from the
Naval Academy and stud-
ied at Oxford University
as a Rhodes Scholar.
Rear Admiral Richard
O’Hanlon, the ship’s
eighth commanding offi-
cer, led from 2001 to 2003
during Operations Endur-
ing Freedom and Iraqi
Freedom. He is a gradu-
ate of the Naval Academy,

the U.S. Naval Test Pilot
School and the Naval
Nuclear Propulsion
program.

Captain Daniel
“Roman” Grieco com-
manded the carrier from
2013 to 2015. He graduated
from the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy and earned master’s
degrees in national secu-
rity affairs and strategic
studies from the U.S.
Naval War College.

Additional biographi-
cal information about
each panelist is available
on the Theodore Roos-
evelt Center’s website.
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Evan Butow / The Dickinson Press
City Administrator Dustin Dassinger and City Attorney
Christina Wenko first presented proposed changes to
public comments rules during the Feb. 20th commission
meeting.

Dickinson adopts new
public comment policy as
state mandate advances

BY EVAN BUTOW
The Dickinson Press

DICKINSON — The
Dickinson City Commis-
sion has approved a new
policy regulating public
comment at meetings —
just hours after the North
Dakota Legislature
passed a bill that will
soon make such comment
opportunities mandatory
statewide.

The measure passed on
a 3 -2 vote at Tuesday’s
meeting and introduces
new eligibility and

conduct requirements for
residents wishing to
speak during the “com-
ments not on the agenda”
portion of commission
meetings. It marks the
conclusion of a month-
long debate over public
discourse and decorum,
spurred in part by a
series of tense meetings
involving controversial
speakers and public pres-
sure for reform.

Under the new policy,
speakers must sign in
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Mostly cloudy skies with a
chance of a stray rain shower.
Warmer with highs in the mid

40s.
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Messano’s pattern of

appearing at public meet-

ings across the country
to spread what it
describes as hate-driven
ideologies under the
guise of civic engage-
ment, identifying him as
an affiliate of an antise-
mitic hate group.

“This kind of disrup-
tion is not isolated — it’s
part of a disturbing
national trend,” an ADL
spokesperson said in a
January 2025 statement.
“Municipal leaders must
balance First

e =r N

Provided by City of Dickinson

Ryan Messano, known for his inflammatory rhetoric at
commission meetings, was escorted out of City Hall by

police.

Amendment rights with

their responsibility to

protect public spaces

from hate-driven abuse.”
The ADL’s

observations pertained to
a broader pattern of
behavior rather than
being a direct response to
Messano’s actions alone.
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A Ship with Legacy

Launched in 1984 and
commissioned in 1986,
the USS Theodore Roos-
evelt is the fourth naval
vessel to be named in
honor of President Theo-
dore Roosevelt and the
third to bear his full
name. A Nimitz-class air-
craft carrier, the ship has
served as a symbol of
American naval power
and presidential legacy
for nearly four decades.
Its radio call sign,
“Roughrider,” pays hom-
age to Roosevelt’s iconic
volunteer cavalry regi-
ment, which gained
national fame during the
Spanish-American War
for its charge up San
Juan Hill.

The ship’s name and
call sign serve as a con-
stant reminder of Roos-
evelt’s deep ties to
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military service, naval
modernization and his
belief in projecting
strength through a well-
prepared fleet.

The Nimitz-class carri-
er has played a central
role in U.S. naval opera-
tions for decades, includ-
ing combat deployments
during the Gulf War and
the war in Afghanistan. It
most recently returned to
its homeport in San
Diego in October 2024 fol-
lowing a nine-month

deployment to the Middle
East.

The ship’s connection
to both modern defense
strategy and presidential
history made its former
commanders a natural fit
for the upcoming
symposium.

“The TR Center at DSU
has a long history of
attracting illustrious
speakers,” said William
Hansard, the center’s out-
reach coordinator. “We
wanted the 20th annual
symposium to be some-
thing really special so we
aimed high in our speak-
er invitations. We're so
pleased to welcome the
commanding officers as
well as scholars in and of
the U.S. Navy.”

Details about the sym-
posium, including regis-
tration and additional
speakers, can be found on
the Theodore Roosevelt
Center’s website and
social media channels.

2024-25 NIRA COLLEGE RODEO SEASON

DSU rodeo team rides back
into the arena at Iowa

Cyclone event in
Ames sees mid-
table finish for
men, seventh

place for women

BY GAYLON WM. PARKER
The Dickinson Press

AMES, ITowa — After
the resumption of the
2024-25 NIRA College
Rodeo season here in the
Great Plains Division
over last weekend, the
Dickinson State Universi-
ty men’s team is now fifth
in the standings with
1,764 points, behind top-
rated Mid-Plains Commu-
nity College’s 5,527 and
the second-place mark of
Bismarck State College
and their 4,385. Mean-
while, South Dakota State
University is sitting at
2,768, just in front of Iowa
Central Community Col-
lege with 2,487 and the
Blue Hawks are more-
than 1,000 points in front
of Black Hills State’s 756
points.

For the women, who
are standing tall in the
saddle at a second-place
standard of 1,325, they
have quite a distance to
make up to move into
first place in front of
Black Hills State Univer-
sity’s 2,169 — with three

rodeos remaining on the
calendar — and DSU is in
front of Mid-Plains CC at
1,199 and fourth-place
Mitchell Technical Col-
lege’s 1,109 with South
Dakota State University
close behind in the knot-
ted top-5 at 1,081.

For the ISU Cyclone
Stampede event over the
weekend of March 28-29,
the men made up some
ground with their fifth-
place performance and
280 points, well-behind
MPCC'’s 670 and Iowa
Central CC’s 605, while
SDSU and Bismarck State
College occupied the
third- and fourth-place
slots on the table.

The women finished at
seventh, in a rare off-
weekend on 55 points, but
Jenna Hume came away
with a sixth-place effort
and a 15.6-second time in
goat-tying.

For the men, Tayson
Patrick Jones ended up in
second during the saddle-
bronc riding event with a

147.5 and Lanny Levi
Brooks took fifth in the
same discipline. Colton
Ryan Zubach earned
third as the team-roping
header with a time/score
of 8.3 as the other Blue
Hawk hitting his marks
on the weekend.

Dickinson State will be
back in action next week
from April 11-12 in Brook-
ings, SD at the SDSU
Jackrabbit Stampede and
two weeks thereafter in
Spearfish for the Black
Hill State University
rodeo from April 25-26,
while the season finale
will be at the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln on
May 2 and 3 to close out
the schedule.

For more information about
the DSU rodeo team,

please keep reading The
Dickinson Press and/or

visit the websites at https://
collegerodeo.com/events/ or
https://www.dsubluehawks.
com/sports/rodeo/index.

Thank you for reading

local news.
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