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City leaders to discuss the proposed ‘high-end resort’ during Monday’s regular meeting of Committee of Whole

BY KORRIE WENZEL
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS — The 
Turtle Mountain Band of  
Chippewa has purchased 
land along the southwest 
edge of  Grand Forks with 
hopes of  building a casi-
no, reigniting a conversa-
tion that has been 

happening in Grand 
Forks for at least 20 years.

The tribe’s proposal is 
laid out in a document 
that will be presented 
during the Monday, Jan. 
27, meeting of  the Com-
mittee of  the Whole. The 
meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. at City Hall.

According to the 

document, the tribe owns 
a 146-acre parcel of  land 
“within the county and 
southwest of  the current 
city of  Grand Forks.” The 
tribe desires an economic 
development zone for the 
area. The land is located 
on the west side of  Inter-
state 29, near the existing 
Grand Forks 

Campground.
“(The proposal is) 

designed to create jobs, 
revenue and revitaliza-
tion of  the Grand Forks 
area,” according to the 
document, which was 
submitted as part of  the 
council’s agenda for Mon-
day’s meeting.

The document notes 

that the tribe is proposing 
“a high-end resort and 
multi-use entertainment 
and commercial center.”

“The intent of  the 
development is to align 
with the Grand Forks 
strategy to improve eco-
nomic/community devel-
opment, quality of  life 
and attract visitors and 

new residents,” according 
to the council document.

While a casino has not 
been openly discussed in 
recent years, it’s not a 
new proposal. In 2014, the 
tribe expressed interest 
in what at the time was 
called an “open dialogue” 

Grand Forks casino plans resurface
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Reforms could reach the governor’s desk this session
BY GRANT COURSEY
The Bismarck Tribune

BISMARCK — Legisla-
tors heard a trio of  bills 
on Thursday, Jan. 23, that 
could change the way 
elections operate in 
North Dakota.

While all three bills 
require further work 

before advancing out of  
committee, they offer a 
glimpse of  the election 
reforms that could reach 
the governor’s desk this 
session.

Could North 
Dakotans need to 
register for coming 
elections?

House Bill 1287 would 

bring statewide voter reg-
istration back to North 
Dakota for the first time 
since 1951. North Dakota 
is the only state without 
voter registration.

The bill, spearheaded 
by Rep. Mike Schatz, 
R-New England, would 
require voters to register 
with their local election 

precinct online or in per-
son to be eligible to vote 
in all statewide special, 
primary or general 
elections.

While Schatz said he 
believes North Dakotans 
are proud to be the only 
state without voter 

Trio of bills show potential changes 
coming to North Dakota elections

Tom Stromme / The Bismarck Tribune

Erica Johnsrud, auditor and treasurer of McKenzie 
County, testifies against Senate Bill 2178 at the state 
Capitol in Bismarck on Thursday. bills on A4

Legislative bills would increase 
North Dakota’s interstate speed 
limit, but 1 would cost farmers

Bill to increase 
speed limit to 80 
mph on interstates 
passes ND House

BY APRIL BAUMGARTEN
The Forum

BISMARCK — North 
Dakota may increase the 
interstate’s speed limit to 
80 mph, but one of  the 
bills suggesting the long-
requested change could 
cost farmers.

The House Transporta-
tion Committee heard tes-
timony Thursday, Jan. 23, 
and Friday on two bills 
that would bump up the 
speed on Interstates 94 
and 29 by 5 mph. House 
Bill 1298 would increase 
the speed limit from 75 
mph to 80 mph without a 
minimum speed.

That bill faced less 
opposition than House 
Bill 1421, which would set 
the minimum speed for 
I-29 and I-94 at 40 mph 
and the maximum at 80 
mph. It also would 
require farmers who 
move large equipment on 
interstates to buy an 
annual permit, which 
would cost $25 for each 
tractor.

The bill initially called 
for a $100 permit, but the 

committee changed it to 
$25.

That fee drew the ire of  
several agricultural advo-
cates, including the North 
Dakota Farmers Union 
and North Dakota Stock-
men’s Association.

“HB 1421 raises taxes 
on farmers, creates farm 
operational inefficiency, 
provides unwarranted 
and unworkable man-
dates, is unenforceable 
and does nothing to 
improve public safety,” 
the North Dakota Grain 
Growers Association said 
in a letter.

The full House voted 
69-22 to pass HB 1298 on 
Friday. HB 1421 has not 
made it to the House 
floor, but the Transporta-
tion Committee recom-
mended in a 14-0 vote that 
the bill be killed.

If  one of  the bills 
becomes law, the increase 
would be the first since 
2003, when North Dakota 
upped the speed limit 
from 70 to 75 mph. Other 
states, including South 
Dakota and Montana, 

David Samson / The Forum

Morning traffic moves along Interstate 94 in Fargo on 
Friday, Jan. 24.
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BY APRIL BAUMGARTEN
The Forum

BISMARCK

A 
North Dakota bill 
that would ensure 
defendants serve 

at least 85% of their 
sentences drew hours of 
impassioned testimony 
and debate over whether 
it would deter crime and 
promote public safety or 
simply crowd prisons at a 
high cost.

Over the course of  sev-
eral hours, the North 
Dakota Senate Judiciary 
Committee heard testimo-
ny Tuesday, Jan. 21, and 
Wednesday for and 
against Senate Bill 2128. 

Attorney General Drew 
Wrigley proposed the leg-
islation, which would 
require offenders to serve 
85% of  their sentence 
before they qualify for 
release, also known as 
“truth in sentencing.”

It also would ensure 
sentences for resisting 
arrest, simple assault on 
a peace officer and fleeing 
are served on top of  other 
crimes. The minimum 
sentence for resisting 
arrest would be 14 days in 
jail, while assault and 
fleeing would get at least 
30 days.

The bill is Wrigley’s 
second attempt in as 
many legislative sessions 

to set minimum sentenc-
es. Language has been cut 
back from the bill in 2023, 
which went through a 
whirlwind of  changes 
before its ultimate defeat.

The main difference is 
the 85% rule, which Wrig-
ley said would create 
across-the-board reform.

“Senate Bill 2128 offers 
you the opportunity to 
right this wrong, which 
has evolved over years, 
and to bring truth to sen-
tencing transparency,” he 
said.

Testimony got lengthy 
and heated, mostly on 
Wednesday when oppo-
nents of  the bill spoke. 
Studies suggest minimum 

and truth in sentencing 
laws do little to reduce 
crime.

“It’s just a failed poli-
cy,” said Travis Finck, 
executive director for the 
North Dakota Commis-
sion on Legal Counsel for 
Indigents.

It’s unclear how much 
the bill will cost, as 
amendments are expected 
to reduce initial 
estimates.

The bill would elimi-
nate parole eligibility for 
every North Dakota pris-
oner, said North Dakota 
Department of  Correc-
tions and Rehabilitation 
Director Colby Braun. 

Chris Flynn / The Forum

North Dakota Attorney General Drew Wrigley meets with area reporters at The Forum on March 4, 2024.
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‘TRUTH IN SENTENCING’ 

BILL DRAWS HEATED, 

LENGTHY DEBATE
Bill would require inmates to serve 85% of prison time
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BY JOHN WHEELER
FARGO — From Jan. 16 

through Feb. 20 of  1936, the 
temperature in Fargo 
never rose above zero. 
That’s 37 days. There was a 
run of  65 hours within that 
of  continuously -20 degrees 
or colder, including a day-
time high of  -29 degrees 
Jan. 22. We endured 66 
hours of  -20 degrees or 
lower in 1996 during a run 
of  three weeks in which 
only two days rose above 
zero. The coldest day in 
that stretch was Feb. 1, 
when the morning low of  
-39 degrees warmed to an 
afternoon high of  just -28 
degrees.

Late January 2004 deliv-
ered a stretch of  69 hours 
continuously lower than 20 
below. The longest record-
ed period of  -20 degree 
weather on record hap-
pened in January 1887. No 
hourly record of  that peri-
od exists, but the daily 
highs Jan. 6-9 were all cold-
er than -20. This stretch 
includes the Fargo-Moor-
head station record of  -48 
degrees set Jan. 8. Thanks 
to Daryl Ritchison and his 
staff  at the North Dakota 
State Climate Office for 
help with the hourly data.

John Wheeler is the chief 
meteorologist for WDAY-TV.

Some of our 
region’s most 
brutal cold waves 
are compared

Monday, Jan. 27
To place your event in 
the Grand Forks Herald 
calendar, email gfhcity@
gfherald.com, with 
“Calendar item” in the 
subject line. Events should 
include name, time, 
location, short description 
and contact info. Please 
submit 10 days before the 
event. The Herald does not 
guarantee publication of all 
events.

Free AARP tax 
preparation for seniors 
and low-income 
taxpayers, by appointment 
only, in the East Grand 
Forks Campbell Library, 422 
Fourth St. N.W. To schedule 
an appointment, call (701) 
787-1661 or book online at 

tinyurl.com/TaxAideEGF.

Breakfast at the  Grand 
Forks Senior Center is 
8:30 to 9 a.m., 620 Fourth 
Ave. S. Also, hot meal 
drive-thru is 11:30 a.m. to 
noon, and inside dining 
serving is 11:45 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. For 60+. 
Obtain required paperwork 
and key tags in the Senior 
Center. Order frozen meals 
ahead of time at (701) 772-
7245, pick up during the 
drive-thru or inside.

Other Monday events at 
the Grand Forks Senior 
Center: 9 a.m.: SNAP 
application help. See if 
you qualify for the SNAP 
program; and 1 p.m.: 
Too Old to Die Young 

performing, for people 55 
and older.  (701) 772-7245.
LSS senior meals: 
Congregate, home 
delivered and curbside is 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, in 
the East Grand Forks Senior 
Center, 538 Rhinehart Dr. 
S.E., East Grand Forks. 
Info: (218) 399-3351.

Two-part virtual 
Alzheimer’s presentation: 
Person-centered 
dementia care: 
Recommendations for 
professionals, 2 to 3:30 
p.m., Monday and Tuesday, 
Jan. 27 and 28. Free and 
open to professionals in 
healthcare and caregiving. 
Registration is required. Call 
(800) 272-3900.

CALENDAR

BY ROBIN HUEBNER
The Forum

BISMARCK — A bill 
that would reduce the 
time it takes for a North 
Dakota teacher to earn a 
lifetime educator license 
passed through the House 

by a sub-
stantial 
margin Fri-
day, Jan. 24.

Represen-
tatives 
voted 79-12 
to advance 
House Bill 

1238, sponsored in part by 
Rep. Zachary Ista, 
D-Grand Forks.

The House Education 
Committee unanimously 
recommended the bill for 
passage Thursday, though 
the bill received mixed 
reviews among education 
circles during a hearing 
Tuesday.

The bill would make a 
teacher eligible for a life-
time license when reach-
ing 20 years in their 
career, instead of  the cur-
rent 30-year mark.

Anyone with a lifetime 
license who intends to 
keep teaching shall 
report to the state’s 
licensing agency, the Edu-
cation Standards and 
Practices Board, at least 
once every five years, the 
bill states.

Reporting could include 
any crime a teacher com-
mitted or other behavior 
that could lead to license 
revocation or suspension.

Nothing in the bill 
would prevent the board 
from taking its own 
action against a teacher’s 
lifetime license, if  
warranted.

The bill is a holdover 
from the last legislative 
session, Ista said, during 
which it received wide-
spread support in the 
House but failed on a tie 
vote in the Senate, with 
one member absent.

One thing that is differ-
ent this time is the 
reporting element, he 
said, which was a stick-
ing point last time with 
ESPB.

Much of  the support 
for HB 1238 comes in the 
name of  improving 
recruitment and reten-
tion of  teachers.

Ista said the bill would 
reduce continuing educa-
tion expenses for teach-
ers, estimating the aver-
age educator could save 
up to $1,000 in out-of-
pocket expenses.

Also testifying in sup-
port Tuesday was Nick 
Archuleta, president of  
North Dakota United, the 
union representing pub-
lic education and public 
services employees in the 
state.

Archuleta said some 
opponents maintain the 
bill would cause teachers 
to stop taking educational 
credits they might other-

wise have earned.
“Not only is that argu-

ment a slight to the pro-
fessionalism of  teachers, 
it also discounts entirely 
the fact that teachers … 
have to take coursework 
to make lane changes and 
advance on the salary 
schedule,” he said.

Testifying in opposition 
of  House Bill 1238 were 
representatives from the 
state Education Stan-
dards and Practices 
Board.

Executive Director 
Rebecca Pitkin said most 
states require continuing 
education for license 
renewal.

“Teachers are the 
model of  lifelong learn-
ing. Ongoing education, 
potentially until almost 
the end of  a career, is 
critical,” she said.

Pitkin also said reduc-
ing ongoing education 
requirements for teachers 
would not promote the 
profession.

Cory Steiner, ESPB 
chair and superintendent 
of  the Northern Cass 
School District, agreed.

“There could be unin-
tended consequences, see-
ing education as ‘less 
than’ other fields, where 
it should be equal to or 
more than,” he said.

Pitkin said there are 
currently around 18,000 
licensed educators in the 
state system, with around 
10,000 of  them currently 
working.

Providing neutral testi-
mony was Ann Ellefson, 
director of  academic sup-
port at the North Dakota 
Department of  Public 
Instruction.

Ellefson said the state’s 
teachers have easy access 
to an online educational 
hub offering professional 
development, training 
opportunities and educa-
tor resources.

Many of  the courses 
are no cost or low cost 
across all North Dakota 
zip codes, she said, while 
some do charge a nomi-
nal $40 fee at registration.

There are 557 active 
users taking part in 68 
courses that include child 
nutrition, North Dakota 
Native American studies, 
science of  reading, math-
ematics and educator eth-
ics, Ellefson said.

On the House floor Fri-
day, Rep. LaurieBeth 
Hager, a Fargo Democrat 
and cosponsor of  the bill, 
said the legislation would 
reduce red tape for 
teachers.

Rep. Pat Heinert, R-Bis-
marck, said Friday the 
goal of  the bill is to keep 
teachers in the 
profession.

Further action on the 
bill was not scheduled as 
of  Friday.

Readers can reach 
reporter Robin Huebner at 
rhuebner@forumcomm.
com

Ista

House passes bill 
to shorten time for 
educators to attain 
lifetime licensure

In 1924, the body of  
Vladimir Lenin was 
placed in a tomb in Mos-
cow’s Red Square.

In 1945, Soviet forces 
liberated the Auschwitz 
concentration camp in 
German-occupied Poland.

In 1967, astronauts Gus 
Grissom, Edward H. 
White II and Roger B. 
Chaffee died in a cabin 
fire during a launchpad 
test of  the Apollo 1 com-
mand module.

In 1973, the Vietnam 
peace accords were 
signed in Paris by delega-
tions representing the 
United States, North Viet-
nam, South Vietnam and 
the Viet Cong.

TODAY IN 

HISTORY

about a possible casino in 
or near the city. As the 
Herald reported at the 
time, the idea first public-
ly surfaced sometime 
around 2004 and again in 
2009.

However, “both 
attempts died out because 
of  lack of  support on city 
and state levels. State and 
federal approval would be 

required for the Turtle 
Mountain tribe to build 
an off-reservation casino 
in Grand Forks,” the Her-
ald reported. In 2005, the 
city passed a resolution 
stating that it’s interested 
in working with the tribe. 
During a council meeting 
in 2014, then-council 
member Doug Chris-
tensen reminded tribal 
leaders that the resolu-
tion was still in place.

In the decade since, the 
Herald has followed 

various unfounded 
rumors that plans have 
resurfaced and are mov-
ing forward.

The Turtle Mountain 
Band of  Chippewa is 
headquartered in Bel-
court, North Dakota, 
approximately 170 miles 
west of  Grand Forks and 
80 miles north of  Devils 
Lake. The tribe has 
approximately 31,000 
enrolled members.

“The tribe faces eco-
nomic challenges, and the 

development (proposed in 
Grand Forks) will provide 
economic diversification 
and funding for essential 
tribal programs, to 
include schools, hospi-
tals, infrastructure, ser-
vices and cultural and 
social programs,” accord-
ing to the document in 
the agenda packet.

Its proposed resort and 
casino in Grand Forks 
would have 200 or more 
rooms, conference and 
banquet facilities, an 

entertainment center and 
a gas station/convenience 
store. It also would have a 
family entertainment 
center, as described in the 
document.

Monday, the members 
of  the Committee of  the 
Whole will consider a 
proposed letter of  intent. 
It is non-binding, but 
notes that “it is anticipat-
ed that in the event the 
tribe desires to move for-
ward with the develop-
ment and parties will 

enter into negotiations 
for formal agreements to 
address the terms and 
conditions of  the develop-
ment, to include the mat-
ters discussed herein.” It 
requests city support in 
the form of  assisting the 
tribe, “to (the) extent 
allowable by law, in 
obtaining necessary 
approvals for the develop-
ment by state, local and 
federal agencies and 
officials.”
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