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Having and holding  
for 75 years. A13

According to 2022 study, casino could see gross gaming revenue of nearly $80 million in its first year
BY KORRIE WENZEL
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS — A 
bill making its way 
through the Legislature 
seeks to expand the Turtle 
Mountain Band of  Chippe-
wa’s reach for casino 

operations, an early step 
in a long process to possi-
bly build a resort in Grand 
Forks.

Senate Bill 2376 was 
introduced by Sens. Scott 
Meyer, R-Grand Forks, and 
Richard Marcellais, D-Bel-
court, along with Reps. 

Landon Bahl, R-Grand 
Forks, and Jayme Davis, 
D-Rolette.

If  passed in its present 
form, SB 2376 will add a 
line to Section 54-58-03 of  
North Dakota’s Century 
Code, which at present 
decrees that the Turtle 

Mountain Band may only 
conduct gaming “on land 
within Rolette County held 
in trust for the band by the 
United States government 
which was in trust as of  
the effective date of  the 
Indian Gaming Regulatory 
Act of  1988.”

If  SB 2376 passes, it will 
add to the end of  that sec-
tion the following sen-
tence: “and on land within 
Grand Forks County, if  
approved by the Bureau of  
Indian Affairs under the 
Indian Gaming Regulatory 
Act of  1988.”

The proposal came to 
the Legislature from the 
Turtle Mountain Band and 
was presented to the law-
makers by Mike Krumwie-
de, a lobbyist from Staiger 
Consulting Group.  

Bill seeks to open path for casino project

caSino on A10

BY APRIL BAUMGARTEN
The Forum

WASHINGTON — Doug 
Burgum has clinched his 
seat in President Donald 
Trump’s Cabinet.

The U.S. Senate voted 
79-18 on Thursday, Jan. 
30, to confirm the former 
North Dakota governor’s 
appointment as Interior 
secretary. Trump is 
expected to sign Bur-
gum’s commission.

“Doug’s leadership in 
North Dakota and coordi-
nation with our tribes are 
models for our nation,” 
Sen. Kevin Cramer, R-N.D, 
said in a statement after 
the vote. “He has a lot of  
work to do righting the 
ship, but his consensus-
driven leadership style is 
up to the task.”

The Forum reached out 
to Burgum for comment 
on his confirmation but 
has not heard back.

The former governor 
will be the first North 
Dakotan in more than 15 
years to serve on a presi-
dent’s cabinet and the 
first Interior secretary 
appointment from North 
Dakota in 50 years. For-
mer North Dakota Gov. 
Ed Schafer was the agri-
culture secretary from 
2008 to 2009 for then-Pres-
ident George W. Bush. 
Former U.S. Rep. Thomas 
Kleppe served from 1975 
to 1977 as Interior secre-
tary for then-President 
Richard Nixon.

Before his political 
career, Burgum made his 
millions as the head of  
Great Plains Software. He 
sold the company that 
employed thousands of  
North Dakotans to Micro-
soft in 2001.

He also started the Kil-
bourne Group, which 
helped redevelop down-
town Fargo.

Burgum 
gets OK 
to lead 
Interior

burgum on A8

Eric Hylden / Grand Forks Herald

Dennis Hegland, a third-generation farmer north of New Rockford, is looking forward to having wind towers on his land for the Flickertail Wind 
project. He’s shown here near his barn in January 2025.

wind on A9

A power play in 
New Rockford

Proposed wind project in northern ND 
appears to be getting positive reception

BY DELANEY OTTO
Grand Forks Herald

NEW ROCKFORD, N.D.

D
ennis Hegland, a retired 
farmer, used to grow wheat, 
beans and corn on his Eddy 

County farm. Soon, he expects to see 
three wind turbines dotted across his 
land. Pointing to the snow-covered 
horizon past his barn, he motioned to 
where he expects the turbines to 
stand.

Living just outside of  New Rock-

ford, Hegland isn’t worried about the 

turbines causing disruptions, as 

they’re required to be a certain dis-

tance from occupied farmsteads.

“The closest one here is like a quar-

ter mile,” he said.

Announced Jan. 15, the Flickertail 

Wind Farm is planned to include at 

least 90 turbines across Wells and 

Eddy counties in northern North 

Dakota, in the vicinity of  New Rock-

ford and Sheyenne. Eventually, the site 

could see up to 108 turbines, said Alex 
Ingulsrud, senior project developer at 
PRC Wind. The idea for the project 
grew from the local level as a collabo-
ration between community members 
and New Rockford’s economic develop-
ment board, now called the New Rock-
ford Area Betterment Corporation. 
New Rockford Mayor Stuart Richter, 
who joined the effort soon after it 
began, said the project will be a boon 
for the town.

Brings experience in budget- and law-
making to his role as chief officer

BY PAMELA KNUDSON

Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS — No 

one may have been more 

surprised than Corey 

Mock when new North 

Dakota Gov. Kelly Arm-

strong asked him to join 

the administration as the 

state’s chief  information 

officer.

Mock, who for years 

served Grand Forks as a 

lawmaker representing 

the Democratic Party, is 

one of  12 Cabinet mem-

bers the incoming Repub-

lican governor 

announced shortly after 

the November election.

Mock: Appointment to Armstrong 
Cabinet was ‘totally unexpected’

cabinet on A8

Tom Stromme / Bismarck Tribune

North Dakota House minority leader Rep. Corey Mock 
(D-Grand Forks) speaks on SB 2273, a bill dealing 
with senior citizen services and programs fund during 
Thursday afternoon’s floor session.
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The four lawmakers list-
ed as sponsors hail from 
the two counties that 
would be affected: Bahl 
and Meyer from Grand 
Forks County, where the 
tribe wants to build the 
casino; and Marcellais 
and Davis from Rolette 
County, where the tribe is 
headquartered.

If  it’s built, it likely 
would come with construc-
tion and development 
costs of  $280 million or 
more, employ some 800 
and become one of  Grand 
Forks’ Top 10 employers, 
according to data compiled 
by a 2022 feasibility study. 
Further, the study predict-
ed the casino would have 
gross annual gaming reve-
nue of  approximately $80 
million in its first year of  
operation, a number that 
likely would climb to near-
ly $90 million by Year 5.

Those figures don’t 
include lodging, food, bev-
erage and other amenities.

All plans are still in the 
most preliminary stages, 
but no progress will hap-
pen without a change to 
state law, which is what SB 
2376 seeks to do.

“I know it’s not an easy 
lift. The Legislature tends 
to abstain from gaming, 
but I look at it as a tourism 
driver for our community 
and an economic driver 
not only for the communi-
ty but the state,” said 
Meyer, also noting what he 
considers an economic 
benefit for the tribe. “I 
know we already might be 
behind the eight-ball when 
it comes to folks who are 
anti-gaming, but I’m try-
ing to show there is a lot 
more to it – the tourism 
aspect, the spa, concerts. 
Hopefully, something like 
this also increases the 
retail opportunities in our 
community.”

Bahl, whose full-time job 
is in the hospitality indus-
try in Grand Forks, said he 
signed on to the bill 
because he enjoys discuss-
ing big ideas. “And this is a 
big idea,” he said.

He doesn’t necessarily 

see it as competition – at 
least in its earliest form.

Most often, “you go to 
the casino for the casino. 
If  you want a downtown 
vibe, then let’s talk about a 
hotel. You aren’t going to 
stay at the casino hotel 
just for fun. Now, if  it’s a 
resort, that’s a different 
story – you’re starting to 
compete with places down-
town,” he said. “That’s 
why it needs to be crafted 
carefully. The city needs to 
be careful to ensure we’re 
not taking people away 
from the businesses and 
entrepreneurs (that 
already exist).”

He said city and state 
leaders need to be diligent 
about its potential ramifi-
cations, but “I look at this 
as a forward-thinking 
opportunity.”

Building an American 
Indian casino in Grand 
Forks has been discussed 
for two decades, but plans 
“died out because of  lack 
of  support on city and 
state levels,” the Herald 
reported in the past.

The idea is once again 
before the City Council. 
The latest iteration is a 
“high-end resort” – as 
worded in council docu-
ments – that would include 
a casino, hotel, a family 
entertainment center and 
convention space. The plan 
calls for it to be built on 
146 acres of  land on the 
extreme southern edge of  
the city, on the west side of  
Interstate 29. Whereas the 
tribe owns the land, the 
acreage must be put into 
tribal trust and identified 
for gaming before a casino 
could be erected there.

At Monday’s meeting of  
the Committee of  the 
Whole, council members 
approved to move forward 
on a non-binding letter of  
intent with the tribe that 
requests city support and 
assistance, to (the) extent 
allowable by law, in obtain-
ing necessary approvals 
for the development by 
state, local and federal 
agencies and officials.

One difference between 
this proposal and those in 
the past is that the tribe 
now owns the land. How-
ever, it’s not likely the 
tribe would use more than 
a fraction of  the total acres 
for the actual casino/
resort, City Administrator 
Todd Feland said earlier 
this week.

State and federal approv-
al will be required before 
the project can move 
forward.

Feland said the tribe has 
met with Gov. Kelly Arm-
strong, who “has generally 
provided his support for 
moving forward with this, 
with the understanding 
that it will require legisla-
tive support, too.” Meyer 
and Turtle Mountain 
Chairman Jamie Azure 
also say Armstrong has 
been supportive.

“And third is how much 
more prevalent gambling 
is in North Dakota and 
United States society,” 
Feland said. “I think about 
how in North Dakota, elec-
tronic gambling has been 
a game-changer for vari-
ous nonprofits from a reve-
nue growth perspective. 
Also, sports gambling and 
institutions like the NFL 
and other sports leagues 

are embracing gambling 
as opposed to trying to 
block it off.”

Since tribes are sover-
eign nations, their casinos 
operate within a frame-
work of  unique rules. For 
example, a casino in 
Grand Forks County prob-
ably would be exempt from 
paying property and sales 
taxes. Feland said if  the 
city gets behind the proj-
ect, the city would require 
payments from the tribe in 
lieu of  traditional taxes.

“That would be an 
important part of  the 
development agreement,” 
he said. “In lieu of  taxes, 
whether sales or property 
taxes, we will have to 
make a determination of  
what it would be and then 
put it into the agreement – 
that they will pay those 
sums of  money to the com-
munity, or city, for services 
and infrastructure and 
economic impact. … If  we 
can’t tax it in an ordinary 
way, we will find other 
mechanisms to make up 
the difference.”

Mayor Brandon Bochen-
ski, during Monday’s Com-
mittee of  the Whole meet-
ing, said the tribe isn’t 
asking for a tax incentive.

“I expect them to pay an 
equal amount of  taxes that 
all the rest of  us do and 
then some,” he said. “It’s 
some other mechanism 
that (will require the casi-
no) pay what a normal 
facility like this would pay 
in taxes and then some. 
The whole idea is that this 
would benefit the schools, 
parks, city and county.”

In 2022, a study by the 
Innovation Group — pro-
vided to the Herald by the 
city — showed that the 
casino/resort in Grand 
Forks could attract as 
many as 900,000 visitors 
annually (more than 
400,000 from outside the 
local area), require staff-
ing of  812 workers and 
have a payroll of  some 
$31.7 million. It would add 
$71.9 million to the Grand 
Forks economy in direct 
gross domestic product, 
they study predicts.

For comparison on visi-
tation, approximately 

280,000 attended ticketed 
events at the Alerus Cen-
ter during the first 11 
months of  2024.

The study noted that “it 
is common for tribal casi-
no trust applications to 
include agreements for the 
host city municipality to 
receive direct payments as 
a percentage of  gaming 
revenue. We estimate that 
such a payment would 
result in an annual pay-
ment to the city of  Grand 
Forks of  approximately 
$855,000, for a total local 
fiscal impact of  nearly $1 
million.”

Further, the annual fis-
cal impact to the state is 
estimated at $1.3 million.

The study also delved 
into the possible impact it 
would have on other busi-
nesses. Bahl, the support-
ing Grand Forks lawmaker 
who works in the hospital-
ity industry, said he 
believes a casino will have 
amenities that will make it 
unique, but that it proba-
bly “won’t be able to com-
pete” with existing hospi-
tality sites and 

neighborhoods that each 
have their own niche.

According to the 2022 
study, “casino development 
increases room demand at 
non-casino hotels, even 
when casino hotels are 
built.” The study cited 
data from Shreveport, Lou-
isiana, noting that occu-
pancy in hotels not associ-
ated with a casino there 
went from approximately 
60% prior to the casino’s 
opening to 74% a few years 
later.

The study said “the posi-
tive spillover effect on 
local hotels for one is 
unequivocally demonstrat-
ed in numerous jurisdic-
tions, even in markets 
where casinos operate 
hotels for their gaming 
customers.”

Feland figures it’ll be a 
year or two to “work 
through the process.”

If  built, the Grand Forks 
resort will be the only 
American Indian casino in 
one of  North Dakota’s 
large cities and one of  just 
two adjacent to an inter-
state highway.

CONTINUED from A1

CASINO

Screenshot

This file photo shows Turtle Mountain Band Chairman 
Jamie Azure in 2023, in Washington, D.C., before the 
U.S. Senate Committee on Indian Affairs.
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 ACROSS

1 Department 

store department

5 Tater

9 Indian state 

along the Himalayas

14 Largest organ 

in the human body

18 ‘‘None for me’’

19 Big name in syrup

20 Dessert you might top 

with gummy bears 

and chocolate chips, 

informally

21 Practical

22 Hard/work

25 Place for a bob and 

weave

26 Measured

27 Sky safety org.

28 Starting point, of sorts

30 Key above a tilde

31 New York × paper

36 James who wrote the 

screenplay for ‘‘The 

Night of the Hunter’’ 

(1955)

38 Language suffix

39 One answering 

to a board, for short

40 ‘‘Strega ____’’ (classic 

children’s folk tale)

41 ‘‘That’s just . . . wrong’’

43 Arjuna’s skill, 

in the 

‘‘Mahabharata’’

45 Come to rest, as 

sediment

47 Creature whose 
narrow waist is 
called a petiole

49 Encyclopedia filler

51 √generate

54 Food that becomes its 
own container if you 
change the last letter

56 Brush wolves, 
by another name

58 Fixes a hole, say

59 Post-spring cleaning 
event

63 Essential ____

64 Heap

65 Nashville 
neighborhood 
known for its many 
recording studios

66 It’s what – you think

71 Theatrical 
release, typically

72 Many humanitarian 
grps.

73 ____ Khan

74 Turkish travel stops

75 ‘‘Gimme an A …!’’ e.g.

77 Like the presidency 
of Martin Van Buren

81 Back, informally

82 (Pixar movie)2

85 Puts on the line

86 Egg ____

88 Pickleball venues

89 Certain sib

91 Dove calls

92 Something tied with 
a tongue?

94 ‘‘____ got it!’’

95 Studio with an iconic 
lion

97 Pressure, so to speak

99 ∫ workout routine

104 Name that drops 
‘‘-jah’’

107 Burrowing rodent

108 That, in Spanish

109 Like some 
parking and poetry

111 Come up

112 Rocket science 
+ brain surgery

117 Social work spaces 
for some remote 
workers

118 Boondi ____ (yogurt 
dish with fried 
chickpea flour)

119 Strove

120 Subj. for a bio major

121 Winter haven 
for some small 
mammals

122 Word with peace or 
beauty

123 Gridiron positions

124 Throws out

 DOWN

1 Small fly

2 Leaders in Qatar

3 Bad sign for 
a weary traveler

4 Fishtail, say

5 Aspen, for one

6 Hugo-winning 
sci-fi author 
Bacigalupi

7 Coffee container

8 Ding-dong

9 Note in the F minor 
scale

10 Spanish title: Abbr.

11 Break down

12 Actress Edebiri 
of ‘‘The Bear’’

13 Transmogrify

14 Staying power

15 It has been called 
‘‘the roof of Africa’’

16 Words of defeat

17 Spanish babies

21 Be of ____ (assist)

23 Building manager, 
familiarly

24 Confront

29 Philosopher 
Descartes

32 Females 35-44, e.g.

33 English translation 
of the Irish ‘‘aigéan’’

34 Post-embryo stage

35 Onesie wearers

37 Cross the line

41 Mixed martial arts 
org.

42 Iconic Warhol subject

44 Letters before ‘‘.gov’’

45 Advance film 
copies sent to critics

46 Relent

48 Nature’s fishhook, 
you might say

50 Tamp down

52 Sleipnir’s rider, in 
myth

53 Soft rock

55 Pokémon with 
a catlike appearance

57 Put in power

60 Like about 60 percent 
of the world’s 
population

61 One of the ‘‘holy 
trinity’’ ingredients 
in Indian cuisine

62 Real pain in the butt?

64 Sitter’s charge

65 Personal approaches, 
in brief

66 Coins made 

primarily of copper

67 ‘‘When I was 

much younger . . .’’

68 ____-Japanese War

69 S-shaped molding 

in architecture

70 Cross, as a stream

71 Evergreen variety

75 Bend

76 Gave zero stars, say

77 Nail polish brand

78 What few people 
know

79 Old-time film studio

80 Things eds. edit

83 Bail

84 ‘‘Semper Fi’’ grp.

87 Ticked (off)

88 Michael of ‘‘Barbie’’

90 Some equipment 
in hand-to-hand 
combat

93 Meanspirited sorts

95 This and that: Abbr.

96 Record feature

98 Suffix with kitchen

99 Big Apple purchases

100 ‘‘Visions’’ singer/

songwriter Jones

101 Company whose 

logo is said to 

resemble Mount Fuji

102 Evergreen variety

103 Cried foul, perhaps?

105 Subtly indicate

106 Pastoral poems

110 Suit

113 Fashion designer 

Dapper ____

114 Loud noise

115 Season of 2024’s 

Jeux Olympiques

116 ‘‘Pachinko’’ 

author ____ Jin Lee
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