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BY KORRIE WENZEL
Grand Forks Herald

BISMARCK — Tribal 
economic funds and “pri-
vate bank financing” 
would be utilized to build 
a proposed casino in 
Grand Forks, the chair-
man of  the Turtle Moun-
tain Band of  Chippewa 
told a state Senate com-
mittee on Wednesday.

The project is being 
pursued in the “spirit of  
partnership,” he added, 
hoping it can help attract 
visitors and capture a 
portion of  the traffic on 

Interstate 29.
Jamie Azure was 

among several who testi-
fied Wednesday at a meet-
ing of  the Senate Judicia-
ry Committee at the Capi-
tol in Bismarck, hoping 
to successfully push for-
ward Senate Bill 2376, 
which seeks to allow the 
Turtle Mountain Band to 
expand beyond its tradi-
tional borders and build a 
casino along Grand 
Forks’ southern edge.

Meanwhile, three meet-
ing attendees spoke 
against the proposal, with 
one saying construction 

of  a casino in a large 
North Dakota city — a 
first in state history — 
sets a precedent and 
increases the chance of  
problem gambling near a 
major university.

The committee did not 
vote on SB 2376 but took 
testimony.

The tribe seeks “to cap-
ture a market that has 
been bypassing Grand 
Forks and leaving the 
state and which will help 
revitalize a community,” 
Azure said.

Pressed on who, exactly, 
would be raising the 

money to build the pro-
posed $280 million to $300 
million resort and where 
its proceeds would go, 
Azure said the tribe has 
worked hard in recent 
years to not only build its 
capital but also to use 
funds to make improve-
ments to infrastructure 
and various reservation 
entities and amenities.

“With the casinos that 
we have in place now, 
there is a percentage that 
automatically goes back 
to the tribe from each 
casino … (that goes) into 
an economic development 

fund. So we would utilize 
a lot of  our economic 
development funds,” he 
said. “In the last 10 years, 
Turtle Mountain has real-
ly turned the corner on 
economic development 

with other strategies that 
we have implemented. If  
there was a credit score 
for a tribe, we are doing 
very well right now.”
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Funds for building casino would 
come from tribal funds, ‘private bank 
financing,’ chairman tells committee
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This file photo shows Turtle Mountain Band Chairman 
Jamie Azure in 2023, in Washington, D.C., before the 
U.S. Senate Committee on Indian Affairs.

BY SAV KELLY
Grand Forks Herald

PENNINGTON COUN-
TY, Minn. — A little more 
than two years after he 
was sentenced to 40 years 
for murdering his wife, 
Eric James Reinbold’s 
appeal was brought 
before a panel of  judges, 
and his attorney argued 
that certain factors 
should have been consid-
ered at trial, but weren’t, 
in part due to ineffective-
ness of  Reinbold’s previ-
ous attorney.

Lissette Reinbold, 34, 
was found stabbed to 
death in her driveway on 

July 9, 2021. She suffered 
27 stab wounds. Reinbold, 
on probation at the time 
for a pipe bomb posses-
sion conviction, evaded 
arrest for close to a 
month.

Reinbold, 48, was found 
guilty in September 2022 
of  second-degree murder 
with intent and second-
degree murder while 
committing assault.

The jury also found 
that the murder had 
aggravating factors 
which showed particular 
cruelty — namely, that 
Reinbold stabbed his wife 
multiple times and fled, 
leaving her body for her 

child to find. He was sen-
tenced in January 2023 to 
the maximum sentence 
of  40 years, two-thirds of  
which must be served in 
prison. 

As of  Feb. 5, he had 
served three-and-a-half  
years in custody.

After Reinbold was 
found guilty, he fired his 
attorney, Bruce Rivers. 
Rivers did not comment 
on why he was terminat-
ed, however, his effective-
ness as counsel was later 
brought up in Reinbold’s 
appeal. 

During a Wednesday, 
Feb. 5, oral panel, Rein-
bold’s current attorney 

— Christopher Cadem — 
said his predecessor 
should have pursued an 
insanity defense due to 
Reinbold’s lengthy histo-
ry of  mental illness and 
suspected psychosis. 

Cadem first raised this 
issue to the postconvic-
tion court, but the 
request for a hearing on 
the matter was denied. 
Cadem then argued to the 
appeals court that the 
denial for a hearing was a 
violation of  Reinbold’s 
rights.

One of  the judges pres-
ent for Wednesday’s 
panel, Judge Kevin Ross, 

Screenshot

Eric Reinbold appears for a plea hearing Sept. 1, 2023, 
via Zoom from the Minnesota Correctional Facility in 
Rush City, Minnesota.appeal on A14

In appeal, Reinbold’s attorney argues mental illness

BY JOSHUA IRVINE
Grand Forks Herald

EMERSON, MANITOBA

C
anadian officials 
emphasized United 
States-Canada 

relations as they detailed 
new border control 
measures one day after 
President Donald Trump 
agreed to halt plans to 
impose steep tariffs on its 
neighbor.

Lawmakers visited the 

Pembina-Emerson Border 
Crossing on Tuesday to 
detail new border control 
measures after Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
committed to appointing 
a “fentanyl czar,” listing 
drug cartels as terrorist 
organizations and creat-
ing a joint U.S.-Canada 
effort to combat orga-
nized crime.

Officials repeatedly 
returned to the size and 
importance of  the U.S.-
Canada trade partnership 

as well as the two 
nations’ long friendship 
in remarks to Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police and 
Canadian Border Servic-
es Agency personnel.

Even so, they conceded 
Trump’s pressure cam-
paign had been a princi-
pal driver of  the latest 
border controls.

“What was our objec-
tive yesterday? Stop the 
tariffs,” Public Safety 
Minister David McGuinty 
said. “What is our 

objective today? Stop the 
tariffs. What is our objec-
tive tomorrow? Stop the 
tariffs.”

The press event fol-
lowed news that Trump 
had agreed to a 30-day 
pause on an announced 
25% tariff  on Canadian 
imports and another 10% 
tariff  on Canadian oil, 
natural gas and 
electricity.

Canada had already 
announced a $1.3 billion 
plan in December to boost 

border security and com-
bat the drug trade.

That plan includes new 
investment in canine 
detection teams for bor-
der personnel, a Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police 
Aerial Intelligence Task 
Forceincluding Black 
Hawk helicopters and 
(U.S.-purchased, 
McGuinty noted) drones, 
and increased informa-
tion-sharing between U.S. 

Eric Hylden / Grand Forks Herald

Canadian Minister of Public Safety David McGuinty and other government officials discuss border security measures during a press conference 
Tuesday near the Pembina-Emerson Border Crossing.
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CANADIAN OFFICIALS TOUT US  

TRADE, DEFEND ‘FENTANYL CZAR’
US, Canada have joint drug trafficking concerns, they say

BY APRIL BAUMGARTEN
The Forum

FARGO — North Dako-
ta and Minnesota have 
joined a lawsuit over 
President Donald 
Trump’s move to end 
birthright citizenship.

Iowa 
Attorney 
General 
Brenna 
Bird, a 
Republican, 
announced 
Monday, 
Feb. 3, that 

she would spearhead an 
18-state effort to defend 
Trump’s executive order 
to end a “birthright citi-
zenship loophole for birth 
tourism and illegal 
aliens” against a lawsuit 
filed by Democratic-led 
states. The states that 
joined Iowa, including 
North Dakota and South 
Dakota, supported the 
executive order with an 
amicus brief, or a court 
filing from a group that is 
not a defendant or plain-
tiff  in a lawsuit.

All 18 states have 
Republican attorneys 

Wrigley

Neighboring 
states take 
opposite stances 
on executive 
order

ND, 
Minn. join 
birthright 
citizenship 
battle
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DEATH NOTICES

BY MATTHEW VOIGT

Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS – Dur-
ing a Tuesday meeting, 
the Grand Forks County 
Commission voted to 
begin the process of  
empowering the county 
administrator and negoti-
ating an agreement for 
the additional 
responsibilities.

The discussion item, 
brought by Commission-
er Terry Bjerke, is a 
method to potentially 
streamline the adminis-
trative functions of  the 
county. A committee to 
develop an agreement for 
Tom Ford, who is the cur-
rent administrator, will 
be formed with Bjerke 
and Commissioner Cyn-
thia Pic along with 
State’s Attorney Haley 
Wamstad and County 
Human Resources Direc-
tor Michele Thiel.

“This is the number 
one job in the county,” 
Bjerke said. “The one 
point out of  this to be 
included is that this posi-
tion will supervise 
department heads 
because that’s been the 
debate.”

Streamlining processes 
and county governance 
has been a topic Bjerke 
has brought up more than 
once since joining the 
commission in December.
Commissioners receive a 
portfolio of  county ser-
vices for which they 
serve as liaisons, bring-
ing up issues and serving 
as the representative if  
the department head is 

unavailable at a meeting. 
In general, the depart-
ment heads report direct-
ly to the commission.

Giving Ford more 
responsibility, since he 
doesn’t officially super-
vise the department 
heads now, would likely 
mean that the county 
would be paying him 
more. According to the 
current administrator job 
description, the role 
serves to coordinate gov-
ernment and community 
relations at the direction 
of  the commission, pro-
vide administrative sup-
port to the county and 
oversee county facilities.

Pic asked why the com-
mission would give up 
control in spite of  the 
other discussions on 
county budget savings.

“I have concerns at the 
county level of  creating 
another level of  adminis-
tration, whether it’s 
supervising the depart-
ment managers or just 
having a contract. It’s like 
you’re giving control 
away,” Pic said. “I find it 
interesting that we want 
to contract out a county 
administrator and pay 
more money, more bene-
fits. … I don’t agree with 
this.”

The details of  the con-
tract are yet to be deter-
mined. During the meet-
ing, Bjerke stated that he 
does not like the current 
portfolio system.

“You’ve got commis-
sioners who are more 
concerned about their 
portfolio than how it 
affects the entire county 

as decisions are made,” 
Bjerke said. “I have no 
problem at all putting 
someone in charge.”

Commissioner Mark 
Rustad agreed with Bjer-
ke, saying Ford’s position 
should be more like that 
of  the Grand Forks city 
administrator.

“It would be beneficial 
to us to have that particu-
lar position, have the 
same type of  strength, 
same tools in the tool 
belt. That’s what our 
friends in the city do 
right now,” Rustad said.

Pic disagreed, saying 
the commission going 
down this path is similar 
to saying commissioners 
don’t trust their depart-
ment heads.

“Are we saying depart-
ment heads need some 
leadership?” Pic asked. 
“Are we stating that we 
don’t trust them or we 
don’t think they’re doing 
their job or we don’t 
think they’re saving 
enough money?”

Depending on the even-
tual path the commission 
chooses, giving Ford and 
the county administrator 
position more power 
could require a change in 
how the county governs 
itself  and possibly a vote 
of  the people. The county 
doesn’t use the county 
manager form of  govern-
ment, similar to how the 
city of  Grand Forks gov-
erns itself, but rather a 
consolidated office form 
of  government, which 
doesn’t have a true head 
manager like the city of  
Grand Forks does. 

In other news, the com-
mission: 

• Heard a disagreement 
from property owners 
near Merrifield Road and 
the watershed of  Legal 
Drain No. 4 about the pro-
posed improvements of  
the drainage system to 
prevent overland flooding 
and crop drowning. While 
the commission has very 
little jurisdiction over the 
water resource district 
and the dispute, the com-
mission told water dis-
trict representatives that 
they need to be more 
communicative with the 
property owners’ 
proposals.
• Approved 180-day mora-
toriums on wind turbine 
farms and solar panel 
farms. According to Ford, 
the United States Depart-
ment of  Defense has 
heightened concerns 
about these installations 
and the security of  mili-
tary installations. It 
would also give the coun-
ty more time as the North 
Dakota Legislature con-
siders creating a military 
compatibility 
commission. 
• Approved supporting 
the city of  Grand Forks 
and the Turtle Mountain 
Band of  Chippewa Indi-
ans in the endeavor to 
potentially bring a tribal-
owned casino and event 
center to Grand Forks. 
Bjerke was the lone dis-
senter, saying that he and 
others he has heard from 
don’t support the project. 

Grand Forks County Commission wants to give 
county administrator more responsibility, power

BY MATTHEW VOIGT

Grand Forks Herald

EAST GRAND FORKS 
– The East Grand Forks 
Parks and Recreation 
Commission will now 
move to quarterly meet-
ings following City Coun-
cil approval.

The East Grand Forks 
City Council approved 
the changes to the com-
mission’s bylaws during 
its meeting Tuesday 
night. The commission 
will now have regularly 
scheduled meetings on 
the third Wednesday of  
January, April, August 
and November. The com-
mission provides input 
and recommendations to 
the East Grand Forks 
City Council about city 
parks, programming and 
funding. The commission 
has nine members – two 
City Council representa-
tives and seven mayoral 
appointees serving three-
year terms.

“We feel that by making 
that transition and shift-
ing to quarterly meetings, 
we can make better use 
of  our commissioners’ 
time while still providing 
enough opportunities to 
address the important 
topics,” Parks and Recre-
ation Superintendent Jer-
emy King told the council 
during the work session 
last week.

The move doesn’t have 
any budget impacts. The 
commission previously 
had regularly scheduled 
meetings monthly.

The council also 
approved a resolution and 
an updated opinion of  
counsel for the Federal 
Transit Administration. 
Following updates to the 
administration’s grant 
management system, it 
was determined that the 
city’s old documentation 

was expired and needed 
to be updated. The last 
opinion of  counsel was 
issued by the City Coun-
cil in 1986 and the last 
authorizing resolution in 
2007.

The two documents 
allow the city to accept 
federal funds and show 
its ability to complete 
projects. It designates 
who is legally responsible 
for the funding awards 
and what the chain of  
communication is. For 
federal funds of  this 
nature, it is generally 
Community Development 
Director Nancy Ellis who 
oversees the projects and 
funding as the city’s tran-
sit manager and as direct-
ed by the City Council 
and mayor.

In other news, the 
council: 

• Approved a bid from 
Johnson Jet-Line for 
sewer cleaning in south-
ern parts of  the city and 
in the industrial park. 
The city has been doing 
annual sewer cleaning 
since 2011 as a preventa-
tive maintenance mea-
sure. The bid is for 
$103,952.92.
• During council com-
ments, Council member 
Karen Peterson thanked 
East Grand Forks Parks 
and Recreation for giving 
opportunities to the com-
munity. Peterson also 
congratulated the North-
ern Light Figure Skating 
Club for placing seventh 
nationwide during the 
2025 Midwestern Syn-
chronized Skating Sec-
tionals in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, earlier this 
month. The team was 
competing against teams 
from across the country 
and from communities 
much larger than East 
Grand Forks. 

East Grand Forks 
City Council approves 
Parks and Recreation 
Commission change

The funds to build the 
proposed casino thus 
would come from “private 
bank financing and self-
financing — that would 
be a large majority of  
how we would move for-
ward,” he said.

Enrolled Turtle Moun-
tain members do not 
receive a per-capita pay-
out from casino proceeds, 
he said, but the funds are 
instead used to provide 
myriad services, ranging 
from ambulance and bus 
purchases, youth sports 
facilities, food pantries 
and supplementing wages 
for social workers.

In short, he said, reve-
nue goes back into the 
community. A new reve-
nue stream — from a 
Grand Forks casino, for 
instance — would likely 
“mean we are able to 
start building up infra-
structure underneath,” 
he said.

Senate Bill 2376 was 
introduced by Sens. Scott 
Meyer, R-Grand Forks, 
and Richard Marcellais, 
D-Belcourt, along with 
Reps. Landon Bahl, 
R-Grand Forks, and 
Jayme Davis, D-Rolette.

It seeks to add a line to 
Section 54-58-03 of  North 
Dakota’s Century Code, 
which at present limits 
the Turtle Mountain 
Band to gaming “on land 
within Rolette County 
held in trust for the band 
by the United States gov-
ernment which was in 
trust as of  the effective 
date of  the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act of  
1988.” If  SB 2376 passes, it 
will add to the end of  that 
section the following sen-
tence: “and on land with-
in Grand Forks County, if  
approved by the Bureau 
of  Indian Affairs under 
the Indian Gaming Regu-
latory Act of  1988.”

Without SB 2376, the 
proposed resort cannot 
move forward.

The idea of  an Ameri-
can Indian casino has 
been discussed for years 
in Grand Forks but sur-
faced again last month 
when the latest plan was 
presented to the City 
Council. It includes a 
resort with a Class III 
casino, approximately 200 
hotel rooms, forms of  
family entertainment and 
space for conferences.

The City Council has 
approved a nonbinding 
letter of  intent to help 
move the process for-
ward. The Grand Forks 
County Commission gave 
its support in a 4-1 vote 
Tuesday.

Grand Forks Mayor 
Brandon Bochenski spoke 
during Wednesday’s com-
mittee meeting in Bis-
marck and noted that the 
tribe is not asking for 
economic aid.

“This is my second 
term and this is the first 
time a $300 million proj-
ect has come to us that 
isn’t asking for anything. 
Every time somebody 
comes in, they want an 
incentive. Quite frankly, 
(other projects) want the 
moon and we have to try 
to deliver that or they 
will find greener pas-
tures. That’s not the case 
with this one,” he said. 
“On top of  that, the eco-
nomic impact numbers 
speak for themselves.”

The resort could draw 
as many as 900,000 guests 
per year, according to a 
2022 study, half  of  which 
would be from outside of  
Grand Forks. It would 
require 800 workers, with 
a payroll of  $31 million, 
and add $71.9 million to 
the Grand Forks economy 
in direct gross domestic 
product, the study 
predicted.

Since tribal trust land 
cannot be taxed in a tra-
ditional sense, the tribe 

and the city have dis-
cussed annual payments 
in lieu of  typical taxes — 
probably somewhere 
around $855,000 to $1 mil-
lion annually. The school, 
county and park district 
would be included in 
other payments as well, 
according to early 
documents.

The tribe already owns 
more than 140 acres just 
south of  city limits and 
west of  Interstate 29 and 
would only need a frac-
tion of  that land to be in 
trust for its casino. The 
remainder of  the land 
likely would be taxable.

During Wednesday’s 
meeting, Bochenski said 
the tribe does not want to 
hurt existing businesses, 
including charitable gam-
ing operations.

“We have 33 charitable 
gaming sites currently in 
Grand Forks. That num-
ber has doubled or tripled 
in recent years,” he said.

The tribe wants “to 
find a way to work togeth-
er not just with the chari-
ties that are in charitable 
gaming, but the other 
charities.”

Committee member 
Sen. Janne Myrdal, 
R-Edinburg, told Bochen-
ski she had heard the 
city-owned Alerus Center 
has “been kind of  strug-
gling to keep up.”

Bochenski countered: 
“We had a record year in 
2023 and that was even 
better in 2024 … and we 
are short on hospitality.”

A Grand Forks Herald 
report from late Decem-
ber showed the Alerus 
Center had ticketed atten-
dance of  nearly 280,000 
heading into the final 
four weeks of  2024, nearly 
81,000 more than in 2023 
and 45,000 more than in 
2022. The facility’s to-date 
profit in November 2024 
was $1.12 million. The 
economic impact it gener-
ated for the first nine 
months of  2024 was 

estimated at more than 
$19 million.

Also speaking in favor 
of  the proposal during 
Wednesday’s meeting 
were Meyer, Bahl and 
Marcellais, along with 
Mark Rustad, a member 
of  the Grand Forks Coun-
ty Commission. City 
Council member Mike 
Fridolfs was in atten-
dance but didn’t speak 
when the other testimony 
ran long. His written tes-
timony was entered into 
the record in favor of  the 
casino.

Three people spoke 
against SB 2376, includ-
ing Bill Colonick, repre-
senting the Charitable 
Gaming Association of  
North Dakota; Jacob 
Thomsen, representing 
North Dakota Family 
Alliance Legislative 
Action; and Connie 
Osowski, a Grand Forks 
resident.

Thomsen voiced con-
cerns about building a 
casino so close to a major 
university — UND is just 
a few miles away, he 
noted — and worries 
about its potential to add 
to compulsive gambling 
issues in the state.

“Adding a casino near a 
major city in North Dako-
ta sets a precedent for all 
the other major cities,” 
he said. “It sets the poten-
tial to radically expand 
gambling in our state, 
which we see as a major 
problem as it can drasti-
cally increase problem 
gambling in our state. We 
have to encourage our cit-
izens toward financial 
security and responsibili-
ty rather than encourage 
wild spending on games 
of  chance.”

Colonick’s concern cen-
ters on the potential eco-
nomic impact to charita-
ble gaming organizations 
and Osowski raised ques-
tions about tribal sover-
eignty and the rules asso-
ciated with it.
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Carol Bjornrud

Oct. 14, 1941 - Feb. 03, 2025

GRAND FORKS, N.D. - Carol Bjornrud, 83, Thief

River Falls, Minn. died Monday, Feb. 3, in Valley

Senior Living. Funeral Service will be held at 11:00

AM on Saturday, February 8, 2025 at Our Saviour’s

Lutheran Church in Thief River Falls, MN with Rev.

Alex Amiot officiating. Burial will be held at Bethania

Cemetery, Rural Newfolden, MN. Visitation will be

held from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM with a 6:00 PM

prayer service on Friday, February 7, 2025 at

Johnson Funeral Service in Thief River Falls, MN.

Visitation will also be held one hour prior to the

service on Saturday. Arrangements by Johnson

Funeral Service, Thief River Falls, MN.

Howard Ray

Jun. 02, 1943 - Feb. 03, 2025

GRAFTON, N.D. - Howard Ray, 81, Grafton, N.D.

died Monday, Feb. 3, in Lutheran Sunset Home.

Funeral services will be Friday, February 7, 2025 at

10:30 A.M. at the Grafton Lutheran church, Grafton,

ND. Visitation will be Thursday from 5-7 PM with a

prayer service at 7:00 PM at the Grafton Lutheran

Church. The funeral service will be live streamed on

the Tollefson Funeral Home Website. Arrangements

by Tollefson Funeral Home.

Mark Osowski

Jan. 28, 2025

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. - Mark Osowski, 63, Grand

Forks, N.D. died Tuesday, Jan. 28, in Fairview

Medical Center.
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