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Sen. Larson acknowledges ‘reckless statement’ made before vote on SB 2376
BY KORRIE WENZEL
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS — The 
chairman of  the Turtle 
Mountain Band of  Chip-
pewa said a comment that 
linked a tribal gaming 

proposal to cartels had 
racial undertones and 
was “a blatant slap in the 
face” to North Dakota’s 
American Indian 
population.

On Monday, the senator 
who made the statement 

before a full Senate vote 
was apologetic for what 
she described as a “reck-
less statement.”

“I sure didn’t want any-
body to think I was trying 
to harm (the Turtle 
Mountain Band’s) 

reputation. That was 
absolutely not my inten-
tion – absolutely not,” 
said Sen. Diane Larson, 
R-Bismarck. “I really do 
hold the Native people in 
high regard.”

SB 2376 sought to 

change state law to allow 
the Turtle Mountain 
Band tooperate a casino 
in Grand Forks,outside of  
the tribe’s traditional 
northern North Dakota 
boundaries.It died Friday-
on the Senate floor in a 

29-15 vote that came after 
Larson wondered aloud if  
there is a connection 
between the tribe and 
“cartels,” among other 
comments.

Azure: Comment was ‘slap in the face’

azure on A12

He recently retired after working for years with students, homeless
BY SAV KELLY
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS — 
After a 31-year law 
enforcement career with 
the Grand Forks Police 
Department, Cpl. Troy 

Vanyo recently retired, 
leaving behind a legacy 
of  respect for all people 
and a unique ability to 
easily adapt to the vari-
ous roles he held during 
his tenure.

“It’s amazing to see 
how one person can 

reinvent themselves suc-
cessfully, like three, four 
times,” Lt. Dwight Love, 
who has worked with 
Vanyo throughout his 
entire career, told the 
Herald. “If  we could 
recruit and retain every 
officer who was just like 

Troy, we’d be a greater 
agency. It’s been great 
working with him. He’s 
had a great career.”

Love said he was 
unsure if  there’s ever 
been anyone at the agen-
cy who was as well-liked 
as Vanyo, and attributed 

that at least in part to his 
ability to put himself  in 
anyone’s shoes.

“He never thought he 
was better than anyone, 
no matter what the per-
son’s circumstance was,” 

Troy Vanyo ends decades at GFPD

Vanyo on A21

BY PEYTON HAUG
Forum News Service

BISMARCK — An 
effort to invest $40 mil-
lion of  North Dakota’s 
assets in gold and silver 
advanced in the state Leg-
islature on Monday, Feb. 

17, after ini-
tially fail-
ing by one 
vote.

House 
Bill 1183 
would 
direct the 
state trea-

surer to invest 1% of  all 
funds deposited into the 
general fund in gold and 
silver during the 2027-
2029 biennium.

The legislation asks the 
treasurer’s office, in the 
meantime, to study how 
to invest those state funds 
in gold and silver with 
respect to inflation and 
North Dakota’s general 
economic stability.

Bill sponsor Rep. Dan-
iel Johnston, R-Kathryn, 
said if  North Dakota had 
invested the same amount 
of  money in gold one 
year ago, the value would 
have since increased by 
$18 million.

“In the stock market, 
you could lose every-
thing,” said Rep. Jeff  
Hoverson, R-Minot, 
before voting in favor of  
the bill. “If  you have 
physical gold, even if  it 
doesn’t have the same 
rate of  return for a 
stretch in time, you can’t 
lose it.”

Opponents questioned 
which entities in the state 
have the capacity to store 
gold and silver, whether it 
be in bars or coins.

Johnston

House 
approves 
proposal 
to invest in 
gold, silver

inVest on A12

BY JOSHUA IRVINE
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS

J
ennifer Watne spent 
a day last week 
working diligently to 

persuade her latest 
patient to break free from 

the Earth’s shackles and 
climb into the spinning 
hydraulic box on the 
ground floor of UND’s 
Odegard Hall.

“The funny thing is, 
you’ll be moving out here, 
and you’re not going to be 
feeling it,” said Watne, an 

aerospace physiologist. 
“It’s going to be moving a 
lot faster than you actual-
ly feel, because you’re sit-
ting at the center of  
gravity.”

The box, a windowless 
spatial disorientation 
trainer painted with a 

mockup of  a commercial 
jet’s livery, beckoned to 
this afternoon’s patient, 
29-year-old pilot-in-train-
ing Jack Graven.

Graven was the latest 
in a cadre of  wannabe 
pilots who have traveled 
to Grand Forks in recent 

months since UND’s 
Department of  Aerospace 
Physiology opened its 
motion sickness desensi-
tization course to the gen-
eral public.

UND has been offering 

Eric Hylden / Grand Forks Herald

Jennifer Watne, aerospace physiologist and registered nurse, works with Jack Graven on a motion sickness desensitization course at Odegard 
Hall at UND on Feb. 13.

sickness on A12

THIS MACHINE KILLS 

MOTION SICKNESS
UND Aerospace is offering an unconventional cure for air sickness
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There are “dozens” of  
options for storing, 
guarding and insuring 

such assets, proponents 
said — such as the Bank 
of  North Dakota or con-
tracted private 
depositories.

Before voting against 
the bill, Rep. Mitch 

Ostlie, R-Jamestown, 
emphasized that the 
State Investment Board 
already has the authori-
ty to invest state money 
in assets like gold and 
silver.

Other opposing law-
makers listed the safety 
of  those guarding the 
gold and silver, as well as 
auditing, as other issues 
with passing the 
legislation.

The chamber initially 
struck down the bill on 
Friday, Feb. 14, when a 
handful of  members 
were absent, by a 47-33 
vote. The bill needed 48 
votes to pass the House.

Over the weekend, the 
bill gained eight votes 
for a final tally of  54-35. 
It will be voted on in the 
Senate next.
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its motion sickness treat-
ment to aviation students 
for the last 18 months. 
Adopted from Air Force 
air sickness training 
from the 1990s, it is likely 
the only such program 
available to civilians in 
the United States.

Graven had driven from 
outside Minneapolis, 
where he had enrolled in 
flight school a little over 
a year ago. He’d caught 
the flying bug and signed 
up for aviation classes 
after his wife gifted him 
an introductory flight 
over Minneapolis.

Unfortunately, the mild 
nausea he felt on his first 
flight had come back for 
each of  the subsequent 
190 hours he spent in the 
air. At times, it had gotten 
so bad that he had to turn 
his Piper Archer back to 
the airfield.

Most aviation students 
experience motion sick-
ness their first several 
hours in the air, accord-
ing to Thomas Zeidlik, 
UND’s director of  aero-
space physiology. A few, 
though, can’t seem to get 
over it, posing a road-
block to what is for some 
a lifelong goal.

Graven’s flight instruc-
tors had told him he had 
one of  the worst cases of  
motion sickness they’d 
ever seen – which was a 
problem, because Graven 
wants to be a commercial 
pilot.

Watne kept chatting as 
as she corralled Graven 

into the trainer, recount-
ing an anecdote she’d 
heard in an aviation class 
about a Canadian jetliner 
that had run out of  fuel 
at 41,000 feet and glided 
safely to the ground; the 
swear word her 8-year-old 
had picked up in Catholic 
school; and riding the 
new Iron Gwazi roller 
coaster at Busch Gardens 
outside Tampa, Florida.

The stream of  conver-
sation, delivered in North 
Central dialect, was one 
trick Watne had learned 
during her 17 years as a 
nurse at Altru Hospital. It 
gives people something to 
focus on other than the 
spinning.

Graven sat behind the 
trainer’s controls, and 
Watne sealed him in and 
took a seat behind a con-
trol desk and flicked a 
few switches. The box 
slowly started to turn.

Inside, Graven taxied 
down the runway of  Dan-
iel K. Inouye Internation-
al Airport and climbed 
into the sky over a low-
resolution rendering of  
Honolulu.

“This thing climbs like 
the Magic School Bus,” 
he quipped.

Most of  the time, the 
simulator is used to train 
aviation students how to 
recognize and respond to 
spatial disorientation 
during flight, Watne said, 
in particular bodily sig-
nals that contradict what 
a pilot’s instruments are 
telling them.

The trainer stimulates 
pilots’ vestibular system 
– the sensory system in 
the inner ear that 

controls balance and spa-
tial orientation – to create 
sensory illusions that 
pilots must learn to 
ignore, lest they panic 
and lose control of  the 
aircraft.

An overactive vestibu-
lar system is also what 
usually causes motion 
sickness. Putting airsick 
pilots like Graven in the 
trainer essentially serves 
as a form of  exposure 
therapy, desensitizing 
their inner ear to the sig-
nals that make them ill.

“What causes motion 
sickness for a lot of  peo-
ple is what you see, what 
you feel with your inner 
ear and what you feel 
with your nervous system 
aren’t matching up,” 
Watne said. “In here is 
really the only place we 
can really simulate that 
with that movement. So 
the goal here is to simu-
late that movement and 
condition your body.”

With Graven inside, the 
box swung around and 
around at 10 revolutions 
per minute, rotating 360 
degrees on its axis 
approximately once every 
six seconds.

From the control desk, 
Watne kept up the talk 
while watching Graven 
from a camera feed that 
broadcast his face in 
black-and-white, playing 
country music over a 
microphone that broad-
cast to Graven’s headset 
(another nursing-
approved trick) and ask-
ing him to rate his nau-
sea on a level from one to 
10.

“The key is to not let 

them see the barf  bag,” 
Watne confided. Those 
were stashed under the 
control desk.

Graven made it the pre-
scribed 10 minutes before 
Watne turned off  the sim-
ulator, warning him in 
advance about the reverse 
spins that would come on 
as the box stopped mov-
ing and the fluid in his 
ear settled.

She dashed off  to find 
mint gum – another treat-
ment for motion sickness 
– while Graven waited 
outside the simulator for 
a few minutes to recover.

“This feeling in that 
thing was way worse than 
I’ve ever felt,” he con-
fessed while Watne was 
away. “It’s not fun. It felt 
like I was spinning crazy 
fast.”

In Watne’s training pro-
gram, Graven was set to 
go into the simulator 
seven more times – once 
more that day, and anoth-
er three times each the 
following two days, 
upping the revolution 
speed each round.

The motion sickness 
training, Watne explained 
later, was like exercise: it 
was difficult until it 
wasn’t anymore.

The program has been 
open to the general public 
for a few months now, but 
Watne said so far the only 
people to complete it have 
been other pilots. A few 
had tried it and been 
warded off  after one 
10-minute session.

She said she’s had to 
turn away some older 
candidates, like one who 
wanted to use the 

simulator ahead of  a 
cruise. (Watne isn’t confi-
dent the machine would 
have worked, because the 
training isn’t meant to 
preempt future motion 
sickness.)

Another had asked to 
use the machine because, 
she said, he told her he’d 
had a bad fall and had 
been dizzy ever since.

“Could you imagine 
someone you know that’s 
maybe a little older, a lit-
tle more frail, putting 
them in that? It’s like a 
bad fair ride,” Watne 
said. “But it’s very ideal 
for people like in Jack’s 
position, whose career 
could depend on this.”

Watne returned, gum in 
hand, and made small 
talk with Graven before it 
was time for him to climb 
into the simulator again, 
where she boosted the 
spins to 14 RPMs.

This time though, it 
was a smoother ride for 
Graven. He was less nau-
seous, and climbed out of  
the simulator with more 
confidence than before.

“It’s not a pleasant 
thing, but it works, if  you 
want to put the grit into 
it,” Watne said.

By the end of  his ses-
sions last week, he told 
the Herald later, he was 
up to the full 25 RPMs, 
with his symptoms con-
siderably reduced.

As of  Monday evening, 
he hasn’t flown again, 
due to extreme cold 
weather, but plans on fly-
ing later this week.

Zeidlik says the pro-
gram has been remark-
ably successful for 

students who put in the 
work.

“These kids have this 
dream to fly, and I hate to 
use the C-word, but Jen is 
curing these kids of  their 
motion sickness issues,” 
he said. 
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“I’ve been gut-punched 
a few times by state legis-
lation, but this one … 
some of  the comments on 
record this time really hit 
home, a little bit deeper 
than usual,” said Turtle 
Mountain Band Chair-
man Jamie Azure. “To 
even imply that any tribal 
gaming has anything to 
do with a cartel is a bla-
tant slap in the face to the 
Sovereign Nations.”

The bill’s roots are in a 
resort and casinothat is 
proposed to be built along 
the city’s southern edge, 
on the west side of  Inter-
state 29. The tribe already 
has purchased approxi-
mately 140 acres and the 
proposal earned prelimi-
nary approvalfrom the 
Grand Forks City Council 
and the Grand Forks 
County Commission. 
Gaining approval from 
the Senate and, conceiv-
ably the House later in 
the session, is among 
many steps that needed to 
be accomplished before 
construction could begin.

Larson spoke on the 
Senate floor before the 
full Senate vote, 

speculating about cartel 
involvement, inferring 
that the tribe was gifted 
the land and suggesting 
that legal charitable gam-
ing is “very limited” in 
North Dakota.

“And as an aside, I did 
ask one of  the proponents 
where the tribe is going 
to get the money to build 
all of  this. I never did get 
an answer for where the 
money is coming from,” 
Larson said during her 
speech. “Cartels, or what? 
I don’t know where it’s 
coming from.”

The comments drew 
rebuke or clarification 
from two senators who 
stood and spoke before 
the vote, as well as the 
Grand Forks lawmaker 
who introduced SB 2376.

Sen. Kristin Roers, 
R-Fargo, was critical, say-
ing she was “incredibly 
offended.” Roers also said 
charitable gaming in 
North Dakota has risen 
“almost 600%.” After the 
vote, the bill’s sponsor, 
Grand Forks Sen. Scott 
Meyer, said he was “dis-
appointed by the lan-
guage of  the chair of  the 
Judiciary Committee 
claiming the tribe is asso-
ciated with cartels in 
order to defeat this 

project. It’s hard to argue 
with people using incor-
rect data, hypotheticals 
and hearsay.”

Larson on Monday was 
apologetic, saying her 
intent was to question 
any potential third-party 
vendors that might have 
eventually had ties to the 
project.

“When I mentioned the 
word ‘cartels,’ I was 
thinking of  Las Vegas 
casinos – Caesar’s Palace 
– and organized crime 
and cartels. It didn’t even 
occur to me that it would 
be part of  the tribe. That 
part of  it is not at all 
what I meant to say,” she 
told the Grand Forks Her-
ald. “I really regret that it 
came out that way.”

Larson said she 
received phone calls over 
the weekend asking “why 
would you say such a 
thing?”

She said the comment 
was careless, and that her 
major concern is expan-
sion of  gaming in 
general.

Also Monday, she 
acknowledged that Azure 
did give her an answer 
during the Judiciary 
Committee hearing, but 
she still felt the proposal 
lacked details. “And I 

started speculating, 
which I shouldn’t have 
done,” she said.

Azure, during the Feb. 5 
committee hearing, 
responded to Larson’s 
question about funding 
by saying the money 
would come from the 
tribe’s development funds 
as well as private bank 
financing. On Monday, he 
said there are so many 
steps between the propos-
al and reality that details 
about funding would have 
come later.

“(SB 2376) was a step 
moving forward and to an 
overall larger plan. This 
would allow the tribe to 
put in budgets and bring 
it back to the tribal coun-
cil,” he said.

Monday, Azure and a 
lobbyist with ties to the 
state’s American Indian 
people said they feel Lar-
son’s comments had 
racial undertones.

Scott Davis, an enrolled 
member of  the Standing 
Rock Sioux Tribe, has 
been a lobbyist in Bis-
marck for nine sessions, a 
span of  18 years. He said 
Larson’s comments about 
cartels extended beyond 
the brief  mention on the 
Senate floor.

Larson, Davis claims, 

made the cartel comment 
in the Capitol hallway 
well before the vote. 
Meyer said he also heard 
it.

“I was angry the rest of  
the day. How dare she say 
that about my people,” 
said Davis, a Mandan res-
ident. “This is by far the 
most discriminative pro-
cess I have seen.”

He said that, at least to 
him, Larson’s suggestion 
about cartels wasn’t a 
slip of  the tongue. Larson 
said she doesn’t recall 
making the comment in 
the Capitol hallway, 
although she does remem-
ber talking with someone 
about a rumor that a 
tribe is seeking to pur-
chase land around Fargo.

“I don’t remember say-
ing that before (Friday). I 
know Scott Davis and I do 
respect him,” Larson 
said. “If  that’s what he 
heard me say, then maybe 
I did. … But (if  so) it was 
in connection with Cae-
sar’s Palace and Las 
Vegas people coming in.”

Both Davis and Azure 
said they try hard not to 
make claims about rac-
ism, but Azure said “I do 
believe race was part of  
those comments.”

“I would say 

‘uninformed,’ ” he said. “I 
think people are unin-
formed of  what the tribes 
are and I think some peo-
ple don’t want to know. 
We’re an economic driver 
in our region who wants 
to expand out because 
we’re bursting at the 
seams. It only makes 
sense to explore all oppor-
tunities and that is exact-
ly what this bill was.

“I know things like that 
are said in the halls, but 
to say it on the floor, on 
record, was at first shock-
ing,” he said. “If  things 
like that are said publicly 
as well as behind the 
scenes, I understand why 
there is so much 
apprehension.”

Added Davis: “Other 
people get offended more 
easily than I do. I give 
people the benefit of  the 
doubt. But this is one of  
(the times race was 
involved) and I just can’t 
stand down.”

Azure said he plans to 
circle back with the city 
of  Grand Forks after tak-
ing a few days to digest 
the developments.

“I’ve been trying to 
wrap my head around it 
all weekend,” he said 
Monday.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Project: GFPS Safety & Security
 Kelly Elementary Renovation 
 3000 Cherry Street, Grand Forks, ND 

Bid Date, Time, & Location: Thursday, March 6, 2025  
(Public Opening) @ 2:00 PM CDT
 Construction Engineers
 ATTN:  Jarrod Skoog  
 200 North 69th Street,  
 Grand Forks, ND 58203
     
This project consists of a 1,666 SF renovation of existing administrative space. 
The project includes earthwork, building concrete, concrete sidewalks, masonry, 
structural steel, rough carpentry, architectural casework and countertops, air 
barriers, metal wall panels, sealants, hollow metal and wood doors, aluminum 
storefront, glass and glazing, gypsum board assemblies, tile, flooring, acoustical 
ceilings, painting, specialties, window treatments, mechanical, and electrical.

Construction shall begin in May 2025 and will be completed in August 2025.  

Construction Engineers is soliciting competitive “Lump Sum Bids” for All Contract 
Categories. 

A Pre-bid Meeting will take place February 18th, 2025, a t 4:00 PM. Attendees will 
meet at the north parking lot. This meeting is non-mandatory but suggested for all 
bidders. 

Bidding Documents
Digital project bidding documents will be available for download on Wednesday, 
February 12th, 2025. Email TinaH@ConstructionEngineers.com for instructions 
on how to download a set of bid documents.

Eligibility requirements for the PRC Property Tax Credit:
sehold, no age or income

n ND and reside in it as your

in 2024 must re-apply for
e the credit

$500 PRIMARY
RESIDENCE CREDIT!

APPLY
NOW!
Eligibility requirements for the PRC

One credit per hous
restrictions
Must own a home in
primary residence
Those that applied i
approval to receive

Application Deadline:
MARCH 31, 2025
A
M

ov/prcApply Online: www.tax.nd.g
$500 CREDIT!


