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BY DELANEY OTTO

Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS — 
Staff  at the University of  
North Dakota say the 
Trump administration’s 
decision to revoke a poli-
cy prohibiting arrests by 
U.S. immigration agents 
at or near schools, places 
of  worship and other sen-
sitive locations has stu-
dents asking questions.

It’s taking time, howev-
er, to find answers, they 
say.

U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) hasn’t been on cam-
pus since the executive 
directive, said Art Malloy, 
vice president for student 
affairs, but it has been in 
the past and has always 
let the university know 
ahead of  time about 
issues, such as an inter-
national student violating 
the terms of  a visa status, 
or being out of  status 
regarding U.S. immigra-
tion law.

“(We) always coordinat-
ed responses, always 
appreciate a courtesy 
call, and I think it’s in the 
best interest of  students, 
it’s in the best interest of  
officers, to try to make 
sure that the least 
amount of  commotion 
possible is what hap-
pens,” Malloy said.

On Tuesday, Jan. 21, the 
U.S. Department of  
Homeland Security dis-
tributed a news release 
wherein acting Secretary 
Benjamine Huffman 
issued a directive rescind-
ing guidelines from the 
Biden Administration for 
ICE and Customs and 
Border Protection 
enforcement actions that 
prevent agents from 

UND leaders 
look for 
answers to 
questions 
about ICE
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BY KORRIE WENZEL
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GRAND FORKS – The 
season’s most frigid tem-
peratures are expected in 
eastern North Dakota and 
northwest Minnesota in 
the coming days, accord-
ing to the National 
Weather Service.

Most of  eastern North 
Dakota and the Minneso-
ta counties along the 

North Dakota border are 
in an “extreme cold 
watch” from 6 p.m. on 
Sunday, Feb. 16, through 
noon on Tuesday, Feb. 18, 
according to a National 
Weather Service alert 
that was distributed to 
the media over the 
weekend.

“Dangerous wind 
chills,” the alert said. 
“These will be the coldest 
conditions of  the season 
thus far.”

The worst, according to 
a WDAY weather report 
Saturday, will be Monday 
and Tuesday morning. 
Highs in Grand Forks, 
Fargo and Jamestown 
through midweek will be 
around minus-3, with 
lows hitting minus-20 to 
minus-25, even before 
wind chill is factored in.

“Temperatures over-
night (Sunday) will drop 
into the 20s below for a 
bitterly cold start to the 

week,” WDAY meteorolo-
gist Charles Pekar said 
during a Saturday fore-
cast, noting that Monday 
and Tuesday morning 
will be the “bitterest 
days.”

Adding in wind chill 
makes for an even more 
dire forecast. According 
to the National Weather 
Service, wind chills in 
Grand Forks will hit 
minus-38 Sunday night 
and into Monday 

morning. Fargo could see 
minus-40 that night.

For some areas, it’ll be 
even worse. NWS charts 
show Devils Lake’s wind 
chills Sunday night/Mon-
day morning could dip as 
low as minus-48, James-
town’s could be as low as 
minus-50 and Langdon’s 
could fall to minus-52.

“These dangerous wind 
chills could cause frost-
bite on exposed skin in as 
little as five minutes,” the 

National Weather Service 
noted. “The risk for hypo-
thermia is increased in 
these conditions.”

Later in the week, the 
cold is expected to snap, 
with highs returning to 
the high teens by Friday 
and into the high 20s by 
the weekend.

“By midweek we will 
start a gradual warmup, 
but it’s not going to come 
too quickly,” Pekar said.

Dangerous wind chills coming to region

BY KORRIE WENZEL

Grand Forks Herald

BISMARCK — A bill 
that would allow the Tur-
tle Mountain Band of  
Chippewa to expand 
beyond its traditional 
boundaries and perhaps 
one day open a $300 mil-
lion resort and casino in 
Grand Forks was defeated 
in a state Senate vote on 
Friday afternoon.

The vote came after 
Sen. Diane Larson, R-Bis-
marck, openly wondered 
if  the tribe is financially 
backed by “cartels” and 
also after she made 

questionable statements 
about the tribe’s land 
acquisition and other 
background items.

Senate Bill 2376 sought 
to add language into state 
law regarding Turtle 
Mountain’s current gam-
bling abilities. At present, 
the law declares the band 
may only operate “on 
land within Rolette Coun-
ty held in trust for the 
band by the United States 
government which was in 
trust as of  the effective 
date of  the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act of  
1988.” SB 2376 sought to 
add “and on land within 
Grand Forks County” to 

the language.
It was defeated 29-15, 

likely killing — at least 
for now — the tribe’s 
plans to build on land it 
already has purchased 
west of  Interstate 29, just 
along Grand Forks’ south-
ern city limits. The 
tribe’s goal was to con-
struct a “high-end resort” 
at a cost of  $280 million 
to $300 million. It would 
have employed some 800, 
according to data com-
piled by a 2022 feasibility 
study. Further, the study 
predicted the casino 
would have had upwards 
of  400,000 out-of-area visi-
tors each year and gross 

gaming revenue of  
approximately $80 million 
in its first year of  
operation.

Proponents – including 
Sen. Scott Meyer, R-Grand 
Forks — have stressed in 
recent weeks that the 
tribe sought no funding 
help from the city or 
county of  Grand Forks 
and, since tribal gaming 
isn’t eligible to be taxed 
in typical ways, that the 
tribe would make pay-
ments to local taxing enti-
ties in lieu of  traditional 
taxes.

Opponents have voiced 

Casino bill defeated in Senate after 
‘cartels’ comment by Sen. Diane Larson
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BY MATT HENSON

WDAY News

GRAND FORKS

A 
Grand Forks man 
is celebrating the 
success of a 

relatively new procedure 
for amputees, which has 
changed his life after 
years of debilitating 
phantom pain.

It’s believed to be the 
first time the procedure 
has ever been performed 
in North Dakota.

Dave Kresel recently 
visited Dr. Hector Camp-
bell at Altru Hospital in 
Grand Forks for a rou-
tine checkup — the doc-
tor he says “trans-
formed” his life.

“Is this real, is this not 
real?” Kresel said.

In 2007, Kresel tore his 
ACL in his left leg while 
working on the railroad. 
An avid golfer, he had the 
injury surgically 
repaired. However, the 
following year, doctors 
had to amputate his leg 
due to an infection.

“I was so tired of  the 
pain, I was just ready, I 
didn’t really have a 
choice,” he said.

Following the amputa-
tion, Kresel began expe-
riencing phantom pain, a 
condition where the 
brain perceives pain 
from a limb that is no 
longer there.

“Where the cut nerve 
tricks the brain to 
believe that the leg that’s 
amputated is still there,” 
said Campbell, a plastic 
and reconstructive sur-
geon at Altru.

“It was hard to plan 
things because you didn’t 

know if  you could sleep 
that night or not, or how 
you were going to be the 
next day,” Kresel said.

For 16 years, Kresel 
lived with constant anxi-
ety and relied on multi-
ple medications. The 
pain became so severe 
that he could no longer 
wear his prosthetic leg.

“I was told for so long 
that there was nothing 
anybody could do, that 
this was something I was 
going to have to live with 
the rest of  my life,” he 
said.

That changed when 
Campbell introduced 
him to targeted muscle 
reinnervation, a proce-
dure that reconnects 
nerves to reduce phan-
tom pain.

“These cut nerves, 
they are trying to grow, 
they are trying to find 
somewhere to go and 
something to do,” Camp-
bell explained. “By 
reconnecting these 
nerves with nearby 
nerves in the muscle, the 
nerves now have some-
thing to do, somewhere 

to go. By decreasing the 
pain, a happy nerve 
makes a happy patient.”

Kresel’s surgery lasted 
two hours, but the heal-
ing process takes nearly 
a year as the brain recon-
nects with the new nerve 
pathways.

“This is not a quick fix 
where immediately after 
the surgery the patient 
has improvement in 
their pain,” Campbell 
said. “It takes time for 
those nerves to grow 
back, it takes time for 
connections to find their 

way back.”
Now, Kresel says he no 

longer feels nerve pain 
and will soon be fitted 
for a new prosthetic leg. 
He describes the relief  as 
“serenity.”

“Just being able to be 
relaxed, have your body 
not be shaking all the 
time,” he said.

Campbell said the pro-
cedure can be performed 
on both upper and lower 
body amputations, offer-
ing new hope for those 
struggling with phantom 
pain.

Altru Hospital first in 
ND to perform pain relief 

procedure for amputees

Matt Henson / WDAY
Dave Kresel visits with Dr. Hector Campbell at Altru Hospital in Grand Forks. Kresel, of Grand Forks, says a 
procedure that reconnects nerves to reduce phantom pain changed his life.
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To place your event in 
the Grand Forks Herald 
calendar, email gfhcity@
gfherald.com, with 
“Calendar item” in the 
subject line. Events should 
include name, time, 
location, short description 
and contact info. Please 
submit 10 days before the 
event. The Herald does not 
guarantee publication of all 
events.

Free AARP tax preparation 
for seniors and low-
income taxpayers, by 
appointment only, in the 
East Grand Forks Campbell 
Library, 422 Fourth St. 
N.W. To schedule an 
appointment, call (701) 
787-1661 or book online at 
tinyurl.com/TaxAideEGF.

Rosemaling paint-in class, 
noon to 3 p.m., Sons of 
Norway Gyda Varden Lodge, 

1401 Ninth Ave. S., Grand 
Forks. For both experienced 
and beginner painters. Bring 
your own projects or some 
basic supplies are available 
to try it and learn strokes and 
patterns.

Public workshop series: 
Writing poetry, with Anna 
Kinney, 2 p.m., Grand Forks 
Public Library, 2110 Library 
Circle, Grand Forks. Will 
focus on the work of author 
Lillian-Yvonne Bertram. 
Hosted by the 56th annual 
UND Writers Conference, 
with the theme “Makers & 
Machines.” (701) 772-8116.

Entertaining History, 2 
p.m., Myra Museum, 2405 
Belmont Road, Grand Forks. 
Mike Jacobs will present 
“Good Grievance: A Look 
at North Dakota Politics.” 
Free admission, open to the 
public. (701) 775-2216.

CALENDAR

Why is 
a metal 
doorknob 
so cold?

WEATHER TALK

BY JOHN WHEELER
FARGO — Anyone who 

has ever grabbed a door-
knob or any other metal 
object in extremely cold 
weather knows that feel-
ing of  a cold touch burn. 
This minor freezing is 
usually so brief  that no 
lasting damage is done. 
But it begs the question, 
why do metal objects 
become so much colder 
than non-metal objects in 
cold weather? The answer 
is, they don’t.

Anything not otherwise 
heated that is exposed to 
cold air long enough 
assumes the temperature 
of  the air. Metal objects 
are not actually colder 
than anything else. They 
just feel colder because 
they conduct heat better. 
The heat from your hand 
is very efficiently passed 
into the metal, which low-
ers the temperature of  
your hand. Our senses and 
our brains interpret this 
as being a colder object 
when it is merely our 
hands getting colder 
faster.

John Wheeler is the chief 
meteorologist for WDAY-TV.

TODAY’S HISTORY: 
In 1923, archaeologist 
Howard Carter unsealed 
the burial chamber of  the 
recently discovered tomb 
of  the Egyptian pharaoh 
Tutankhamen.

In 1959, Fidel Castro 
was sworn in as prime 
minister of  Cuba.

In 1968, the United 
States’ first 911 emergen-
cy phone system went 
into service in Haleyville, 
Alabama.

In 2005, the Kyoto Pro-
tocol for the reduction of  
greenhouse gases took 
effect for 141 ratifying 
nations.

TODAY IN HISTORY

MATT HENSON

WDAY

WILLISTON, N.D. — A 
North Dakota sheriff  is 
being transparent about 
how a man who imper-
sonated an Immigration 
and Customs Enforce-
ment agent was able to 
get an inmate out of  jail.

Williams County Sher-
iff  Varlan Kvande calls 
the situation the “perfect 
storm” and is defending 
his staff  as well as his 
county’s policies and 
procedures.

He said the incident is 
frustrating because his 
staff  is professional and 
trustworthy. He said 
everyone is human and 
he hopes this is a mas-
sive wake-up call for his 
jail staff  to not be 
complacent.

“They take a lot of  
pride in what they do. I 
have not lost any trust 
for these individuals. 
They are very good at 
what they do,” he said.

According to court 
papers, on Tuesday, Feb 
11, Mauricio Mejia was 
informed by staff  that 
ICE was coming to pick 
him up. Mejia then alleg-
edly called Shane Ran-
dall to come get him. 
Randall allegedly identi-
fied himself  as an ICE 
agent to jail staff. Sher-
iff  Kvande said it’s not 
uncommon for ICE 
agents to come in plain 
clothes. He said jail staff  
never asked to see prop-
er credentials.

“Kind of  a perfect 
storm of  things. The ICE 
agent was supposed to be 
there within 

approximately the same 
time frame, and it was 
just a handful of  min-
utes after the release of  
the individual that the 
true ICE agent had 
arrived asking for that 
same person,” he said.

Within an hour, Mejia 
was found by ICE at his 
home in Williston. Ran-
dall was arrested a short 
time later after police 
were able to identify the 
car he was driving. Sher-
iff  Kvande said his jail 
staff  was honest and 
acted quickly after dis-
covering the mistake.

“They are already pret-
ty disgusted with them-
selves, I think, and pret-
ty dejected about what 
happened and the failure 
that occurred here, and I 
don’t think there is any-
thing we can do on a dis-
ciplinary front that is 
going to make them feel 
any worse than they 
already did,” he said.

The sheriff  said he is 
not sure how Randall 
and Mejia knew each 
other but believes they 
may have been 
co-workers.

If  convicted of  imper-
sonating a law enforce-
ment officer, Randall 
faces up to a year in jail. 
He was released on 
$3,000 bail. Mejia is 
being held for ICE at the 
Ward County Jail.

Randall Mejia  

North Dakota 
sheriff calls release 
of inmate to ICE 
impersonator 
‘perfect storm’

concerns about its impact 
to charitable gaming — 
although the tribe 
expressed interest in 
keeping those organiza-
tions whole — and possi-
ble increases in gambling 
addiction.

Sen. Richard Marcel-
lais, D-Belcourt, repre-
sents the district that 
includes the Turtle 
Mountain Band’s head-
quarters. He told senators 
Friday that “the tribe is 
not asking for funding.

“I repeat, they are not 
asking for funding — just 
a tribal gaming compact 
that permits this gaming 
project to continue,” he 
said.

Had 2376 passed, it 
would have been just one 
of  many steps needed — 
including federal approv-
al — before construction 
could begin.

On the Senate floor, 
Meyer spoke at length 
about its merits prior to 
Friday afternoon’s vote. 
After it was defeated, he 
expressed disappoint-
ment about comments 
made by Larson.

“(A casino) sounds like 
such a fun idea for a com-
munity,” Larson said, 
apparently with sarcasm, 
just prior to the vote. 
“Maybe every major city 
in North Dakota should 
partner with a tribe and 
give land and we can have 
casinos all over our state. 
But when North Dakota 
decided to legalize gam-
bling, it was for the pur-
pose of  charitable gam-
ing, not for economic 
development. The chari-
table gaming was very 

limited in what could be 
used. … This, in my opin-
ion, and in opinion of  the 
majority of  our commit-
tee, is a very wrong way 
for us to go in North 
Dakota to add to the prob-
lems that come with 
major casinos that are off  
the reservation land and 
contained within that 
sovereign land.

“And as an aside, I did 
ask one of  the proponents 
where the tribe is going 
to get the money to build 
all of  this. I never did get 
an answer for where the 
money is coming from,” 
she said, referring to a 
committee hearing earli-
er this month. “Cartels, 
or what? I don’t know 
where it’s coming from.”

Larson’s suggestion 
that cities should “give 
land” to tribes for casinos 
is contrary to the back-
ground of  the Grand 
Forks proposal. The Tur-
tle Mountain Band pur-
chased 146 acres near 
Grand Forks for its use.

The comment about 
“cartels” quickly drew 
criticism from others in 
the chamber, including 
Sen. Kristin Roers, 
R-Fargo.

“I was incredibly 
offended by a statement 
made from one of  the pre-
vious speakers,” Roers 
said. “It felt very deroga-
tory and I think that our 
chamber is better than 
that.”

She acknowledged Lar-
son’s concern about a 
casino’s potential impact 
on legal charitable gam-
ing, but claimed gam-
bling in the name of  
charity has risen “almost 
600%,” apparently coun-
tering Larson’s earlier 

statement before the full 
Senate that charitable 
gaming is “very limited.”

Another concern that 
should be addressed, 
Roers said, is visitor 
attraction.

“How do we find people 
to come (to North Dakota) 
from the outside?” she 
asked.

Meyer was disheart-
ened by Larson’s 
comments.

“I was disappointed by 
the language of  the chair 
of  the Judiciary Commit-
tee claiming the tribe is 
associated with cartels in 
order to defeat this proj-
ect,” Meyer told the 
Grand Forks Herald after 
the vote. “It’s hard to 
argue with people using 
incorrect data, hypotheti-
cals and hearsay.”

During a hearing 
before the Senate Judicia-
ry Committee on Feb. 5, 
Turtle Mountain Band of  
Chippewa Chairman 
Jamie Azure was asked 
by a committee member 
how the tribe would raise 
the money for the $300 
million project.

Larson, who said Fri-
day that she didn’t get an 
answer, is on the commit-
tee’s chairwoman.

But during the Feb. 5 
hearing, Azure responded 
to the question. The hear-
ing was covered by the 
Herald; the story’s head-
line was “Cash for pro-
posed Grand Forks casino 
would come from tribal 
funds, ‘private bank 
financing,’ Azure says.”

“With the casinos that 
we have in place now, 
there is a percentage that 
automatically goes back 
to the tribe from each 
casino … (that goes) into 

an economic development 
fund. So we would utilize 
a lot of  our economic 
development funds,” 
Azure said during the 
Feb. 5 hearing, in 
response to the question. 
“In the last 10 years, Tur-
tle Mountain has really 
turned the corner on eco-
nomic development with 
other strategies that we 
have implemented. If  
there was a credit score 
for a tribe, we are doing 
very well right now.”

The funds to build the 
proposed casino thus 
would come from “private 
bank financing and self-
financing — that would 
be a large majority of  
how we would move for-
ward,” he said.

Shortly after Larson’s 
suggestion about cartels, 
Sen. Ryan Braunberger, 
D-Fargo, rose to make a 
clarifying statement.

“One of  the things to 
correct from the previous 
speaker, regarding ‘where 
is the money coming 
from?’, is private banks,” 
said Braunberger, who 
also is a member of  the 
Judiciary Committee. 
“There was no mention 
of  cartels. Second, the 
tribe has purchased the 
land at Grand Forks. It 
wasn’t given to them. And 
they have already invest-
ed money into this.”

Larson later stood and 
apologized for the com-
ment about cartels.

The bill got “yes” votes 
from Grand Forks sena-
tors Jeff  Barta, Claire 
Cory and Meyer. Jona-
than Sickler was absent.

Meyer said it is con-
ceivable that SB 2376 
could get new life, but 
that it’s unlikely.

CONTINUED from A1
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