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Voted down last month, it’s possible the idea could come around again in another form, Meyer says
BY KORRIE WENZEL

Grand Forks Herald

BISMARCK — A pro-
posal that could eventual-
ly lead to a new casino 

and resort 
in Grand 
Forks was 
voted down 
in the state 
Senate last 
month, but 
it could be 
resurrected 

in another form, accord-
ing to a sponsoring 
lawmaker.

Sen. Scott Meyer told 
the Grand Forks Herald 
that discussions are hap-
pening and ideas are 

being considered but said 
more details are not yet 
available on its next itera-
tion, if  it does indeed 
reemerge during the cur-
rent session of  the 
Legislature.

“Conversations are 
being held with leaders in 
both chambers to bring it 
back,” said Meyer, 
R-Grand Forks. “We just 
haven’t yet decided 
(how).”

Senate Bill 2376 sought 
to add language into state 
law regarding the Turtle 
Mountain Band of  Chip-
pewa’s current gambling 
abilities. At present, the 
law declares the band 
may only operate “on 

land within Rolette Coun-
ty held in trust for the 
band by the United States 
government which was in 
trust as of  the effective 
date of  the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act of  
1988.” SB 2376 sought to 
add “and on land within 
Grand Forks County” to 
the language.

The bill was defeated in 
mid-February on a 29-15 
Senate vote.

SB 2376 would not have 
necessarily meant the 
casino would be built in 
Grand Forks, but simply 
would have cleared one of  
a number of  hurdles 
before the casino could 
become reality. On Jan. 

27, the Grand Forks City 
Council decided, in a 4-3 
vote, to enter a non-bind-
ing letter of  intent with 
the Turtle Mountain 
Band; the next step then 
would have been to 
amend state law to allow 
the tribe to operate a 
gaming site outside of  its 
traditional boundaries. 
More approvals — from 
the U.S. Department of  
Interior and the Bureau 
of  Indian Affairs — 
would have been neces-
sary after that.

The proposal calls for 
an approximately $300 
million casino to be built 
on tribe-owned land just 
west of  Interstate 29 and 

just south of  the current 
city limits. Early projec-
tions show it could draw 
as many as 400,000 non-
local guests per year and 
generate gross gaming 
revenue of  nearly $80 mil-
lion in its first year.

Although the casino 
itself  would not be taxed 
in a traditional sense — 
since it would technically 
be operating on tribal 
trust land — the city and 
tribe have discussed 
annual payments to local 
taxing entities in lieu of  
typical taxes. The tribe, 
meanwhile, has said it 
seeks no funding from the 
city.

Opponents have voiced 

concern about its impact 
on legal charitable gam-
ing and also that it could 
spur other casino projects 
elsewhere. And just 
before the Senate vote on 
Feb. 14, Sen. Diane Lar-
son, R-Bismarck, won-
dered aloud — during a 
speech on the Senate 
floor — if  the tribe might 
be financially backed by 
“cartels.” Although she 
later was apologetic and 
said it was a “reckless 
statement,” Turtle Moun-
tain Chairman Jamie 
Azure called the com-
ment “a slap in the face.”

Meyer: Casino proposal could reemerge

Meyer

BY MATTHEW VOIGT

Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS – Nego-
tiations will continue 
between Grand Forks 
County and the North 
Dakota Department of  
Corrections and Rehabili-
tation, but concerns 
among county commis-
sioners remain.

The commission met 
for a special meeting 
Wednesday afternoon to 
discuss the county leas-
ing space to the state to 
house prisoners at the 
Grand Forks Correctional 
Center. The negotiations 
have been ongoing since 
the beginning of  the year 
and the commission dis-
cussed the details of  the 
negotiations during an 
executive session.

Commissioner Bob Rost 
said he’s concerned about 
the county running into 
future space issues.

“I think (the state is) 
trying to find an out for 
expanding the penitentia-
ry and I think we will 
find ourselves in a bind 
going down the road 
where we’re not going to 
be able to take our own 
prisoners,” Rost said.

County Chairwoman 
Kimberly Hagen echoed 

County 
leaders 
discuss 
lease 
concerns

concerns on A3

BY JOSHUA IRVINE

Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS – Area 
school districts and UND 
say they have little to go 
on as the Trump adminis-
tration moves to halve 
the U.S. Department of  
Education’s staff.

Department officials 
announced plans Tuesday 
to cut more than 1,300 
employees, raising ques-
tions about the agency’s 
ability to continue 
administering federal 
programs like school 
Title funds, Pell Grants 
and special education 
funding.

“I can’t tell you (and) I 
don’t think anyone can 
tell you how it’s going to 

affect things,” said Kevin 
Grover, superintendent 
of  East Grand Forks Pub-
lic Schools. “We’re just 
holding our breath.”

Around 10% of  the dis-
trict’s funding comes 
from federal funds, Gro-
ver said.

Grand Forks Public 
Schools also receives a 
comparable percentage 
of  its annual funding 
from federal sources. 
Business Manager Bran-
don Baumbach told the 
Herald in a text message 
that state Department of  
Public Instruction offi-
cials have told the district 
to continue operating as 
normal.

He said he’s also heard 
from Defense Department 
officials who administer 

the federal impact aid 
that funds Nathan Twin-
ing Elementary and Mid-
dle School’s daily opera-
tions as well as the sub-
agency supporting con-
struction of  the new 
Twining building.

North Dakota DPI 
administers federal Title 
funds and special educa-
tion funding to public 
schools.

DPI spokesperson Dale 
Wetzel said the state 
agency is still evaluating 
the situation following 
Tuesday’s announcement 
and did not have com-
ment as of  Wednesday 
afternoon.

Dismantling the Educa-
tion Department, as Pres-
ident Donald Trump has 
indicated he plans to do, 

would not eliminate the 
special education or Title 
programs, which were 
created by congressional 
orders in 1975 and 1965, 
respectively.

ProPublica reported 
Wednesday that seven of  
the 12 regional offices for 
the department’s Office 
of  Civil Rights, which 
investigates civil rights 
complaints, are set to 
close.

That includes the agen-
cy’s Chicago field office, 
which included North 
Dakota under its purview.

The civil rights divi-
sion, which employs 550, 
has been disproportion-
ately affected by the cuts, 
according to the investi-
gative nonprofit.

UND spokesperson 

Meloney Linder said the 
university is continuing 
to monitor changes to the 
Education Department as 
they play out in real time.

“We’re also awaiting 
any new information or 
guidance about potential 
impacts to UND, if  any,” 
Linder wrote in an email. 
“When we know more, we 
will be better able (to) 
react to and comment on 
those potential impacts.”

Derek Sporbert, who 
directs UND’s federally 
funded TRIO programs 
for low-income and first-
generation students, 
called the staff  cuts a 
“dagger” for many Edu-
cation Department 
programs. 

“Many people think the 
Department is in charge 

of  curriculum, but in 
reality the majority of  
what they do is provide 
educational access and 
opportunity to students 
in their individual 
states,” he wrote in a text 
message.

Sporbert said the cuts 
are not expected to affect 
oversight of  the TRIO 
programs. 

News of  the staff  cuts 
came during spring break 
for both UND and Grand 
Forks Public Schools. The 
Education Department 
also closed its Washing-
ton headquarters and 
regional offices on 
Wednesday for unspeci-
fied “security reasons,” 
with plans to reopen 
Thursday. 

Schools, UND have little info amid federal staff cuts

Medicaid on A5

‘WON’T BE AN EASY TRANSITION’

BY TASHA CARVELL

The Forum

BISMARCK

N
early 109,000 North 
Dakotans were 
eligible for 

Medicaid in the first 
month of this year. 
Among the beneficiaries 
of the joint federal and 
state health insurance 
program are people in 
recovery, senior citizens, 
low-income families, 
pregnant women and 
disabled people. In 2023, 
Medicaid covered nearly 
a fourth of the state’s 
children.

Now, the families of  
some of  those beneficia-
ries, as well as leaders of  
the programs and institu-
tions who serve them, are 
raising concerns about 
the future of  the health 
coverage lifeline as Con-
gress looks for ways to 
fund tax cuts President 
Donald Trump promised 
on the campaign trail.

When congressional 
Republicans pledged last 
month to extend tax cuts 
passed during Trump’s 
first term via a narrowly 
passed budget resolution, 
the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee — 
on which North Dakota 
Rep. Julie Fedorchak 
serves — was instructed 
to find $880 billion in sav-
ings over the next decade 
in order to pay for them. 
Fedorchak touted the 
plan.

“House Republicans are 

committed to extending 
these tax cuts to keep 
more money in the pock-
ets of  hardworking Amer-
icans and out of  the mas-
sive, unaccountable feder-
al bureaucracy,” she said.

Fedorchak singled out 
Medicaid as a major 
source of  waste, fraud 
and inefficiency.

“Under the Biden 
administration, Medicaid 
spending surged by 9% 

per year, pushing the pro-
gram toward insolvency. 
Republicans are working 
to save Medicaid, ensur-
ing it remains available 
for those who truly need 
it,” she said.

Meanwhile, Democrats 
cried foul, claiming that 
the $4 trillion tax cut 
extension is designed as a 
hand-out to donors to 
whom Trump promised 
them on the campaign 

trail, most notoriously at 
a fundraiser attended by 
former North Dakota Gov. 
and now Interior Secre-
tary Doug Burgum which 
netted the Trump cam-
paign over $50 million in 
contributions.

“The Republican bud-
get robs from you, your 
children, your families, 
and your friends to give a 
massive handout to Elon 
Musk and the obscenely 

wealthy,” said Adam 
Goldwyn, chairman of  
North Dakota’s 
Democratic-NPL.

House Democratic lead-
ers have called it a 
“reverse Robin Hood 
scam,” which would cre-
ate harm for the poorest 
in exchange for helping 
the wealthiest.

While no concrete 

Uncertainty over expected Medicaid cuts prompts concern in ND
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Kristie Wolff spends time with her son, Devin, at his adult day services program earlier this week.
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