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KORRIE WENZEL
Grand Forks Herald

BISMARCK – A portion 
of  a state Senate bill that 
included language to move 
forward a casino proposal 
in Grand Forks County 
failed in a Wednesday 
House vote, likely ending 
the plan for the conceiv-
able future.

Senate Bill 2018, an 
appropriations bill, 
included language that 
sought to allow the Turtle 
Mountain Band of  Chippe-
wa the ability to expand 
its casino operation 
beyond current tribal 
land. Existing state law 
mandates that the tribe 
cannot move outside of  its 
traditional boundary. An 
earlier bill, SB 2376, specif-
ically addressed the poten-
tial change but it failed in 
a 29-15 Senate vote in 
February.

In March, the proposal 
was inserted into a Senate 
Bill 2018. At the time, state 
Rep. Emily O’Brien, 
R-Grand Forks, said she 
wanted it in SB 2018 
because she considered it 
an “opportunity for the 
state to support local and 
tribal (economic develop-
ment).” She said the state 

shouldn’t stand in the way 
of  what she considers 
local development 
decisions.

The proposal was only 
to let the casino plan move 
forward, and was not the 
final say on whether it 
would be built. Various 
other approvals — and 
from various levels, rang-
ing from city to federal — 
would have been needed 
prior to construction.

On Wednesday, the 
House voted 66-26 against 
SB 2018’s Division C, 
where the proposal was 
inserted.

Prior to the vote, several 
members of  the House 
debated the casino’s mer-
its, with O’Brien notably 
speaking in favor and oth-
ers against. 

“For generations, tribal 
nations have fought for 
the right to self  govern 
and build their own econo-
mies and to provide for 
the people with dignity 
and independence,” she 
said. “Under the Indian 
Gaming Regulatory Act, 
tribal casinos are not just 
entertainment venues, but 
engines of  opportunity. 
They fund schools, health 
care clinics, housing, 
addiction treatment and 

public safety on reserva-
tions, where those needs 
are urgent and 
under-resourced.

“This is not a handout.”
But some felt the casino 

would open the possibility 
of  tribes branching out-
ward en masse while 
potentially having an 
adverse effect on the 
state’s charitable gaming 
industry.

Grand Forks Republican 
Rep. Nels Christianson 
said “compromise” and 
“balance” with gambling 
already exist in North 
Dakota. He believes that 
allowing expansion of  
American Indian gaming 
outside of  a tribe’s bor-
ders would jeopardize that 
balance.

“A casino in Grand 
Forks County upsets that 
great consensus. Let us 
not have any misconcep-
tions about this: A casino 
in Grand Forks will mean, 
eventually, a big casino 
adjacent to each large city 
in our state,” he said. 
“This means money leav-
ing our community and 
each tribe will feel the 
need to upstage the next 
for the best location adja-
cent to another North 
Dakota community.”

He added: “The pro-
posed casino in Grand 
Forks County represents a 
giant monster sucking the 
lifeblood and earnings out 
of  our community. I stand 
against this monster and I 
seek to slay it.”

Rep. Matthew Heilman, 
R-Bismarck, wondered 
aloud if  allowing the pro-
posal to move forward 
would be detrimental to 
the existing charitable 
gaming industry.

“I’m not really sure,” he 
said, answering his own 
question. “But I don’t 
want to find out. …”

O’Brien specifically 
addressed charitable gam-
ing during her short 
speech on the House floor. 
She said she supports the 
industry; meanwhile, she 
said, North Dakota chari-
table gaming has grown in 
recent years.

“As of  Dec. 31, 2024, 
there are five tribal casi-
nos in North Dakota, com-
pared to 328 licensed gam-
ing entities, which 
includes 846 sites and 5,250 
e-tab machines,” she said. 
“These machines are easi-
ly accessible at our local 
restaurants, bars and fra-
ternal clubs. And in 2022 
alone, charitable gaming 

generated more than $1.7 
billion – that’s a 560% 
increase in just five 
years.”

At the same time, she 
said, tribal casinos are 
confined to traditional 
areas and thus are being 
“boxed out” as other gam-
bling grows.

“They are held to a 
stricter set of  rules, bound 
by federal oversight and 
denied the ability to 
expand or relocate under 
state law. This is not equi-
ty and it’s not balance,” 
O’Brien said. “Both 
(industries) deserve our 
support.”

During his testimony, 
Rep. Mike Nathe, R-Bis-
marck, said he has 
received numerous emails 
from charitable organiza-
tions “that the sky is 
falling.”

“The more charitable 
gaming emails I get, the 
more I want to investigate 
these guys,” he said.

Rep. Lawrence Klemen, 
R-Bismarck, said the casi-
no proposal reminds him 
of  the failed Fufeng pro-
posal. Announced in 
2021and abandoned in 
2023, the plan called for 
the China-backed compa-
ny to build a corn mill on 

the edge of  the city. It was 
abandoned when the Air 
Force declared the project 
a potential threat to 
national security. 

“Well, I think I’ve heard 
enough from the city of  
Grand Forks on this sub-
ject. I don’t think we 
should be approving what 
they do in the name of  
economic development,” 
he said. 

Later in the session, 
O’Brien rose to address 
“hurtful” comments.

“Our discussion should 
focus on the merits of  the 
issue at hand and not on 
questioning each other’s 
motives,” she said, 

reminding members about 
decorum. “... While I 
would accept an apology, 
the damage has been done 
and I expect more from 
this chamber.”

According to a report 
filed Thursday by Forum 
Communications colum-
nist Rob Port, Klemen did 
email an apology to 
O’Brien and Rep. Jayme 
Davis, R-Rolette, who is a 
member of  the Turtle 
Mountain Band of  
Chippewa.

GF casino proposal dies in House vote

BY MARY MURPHY
Forum News Service

ST. PAUL — Gov. Tim 
Walz used his state of  the 
state address Wednesday 
night to urge lawmakers 
to “prove there’s a better 
way to govern” amid 
“uncertainty” from the 
White House and a loom-
ing state budget deadline.

Walz kicked off  his 
Wednesday, April 23 
address at the Capitol by 
touting policies he’s 
passed since assuming the 
governorship, including 
the child tax credit, paid 
family medical leave and 
elimination of  Social 
Security taxes for seniors.

Walz then scrutinized 
President Donald Trump’s 
administration. He said he 
can’t help but “point out 
the uncertainty the nation 
faces,” naming potential 
Medicaid cuts, immigra-
tion policies and tariffs on 
imports.

“It is not enough to com-
plain about the damage 
the administration is caus-
ing … and it’s not even 
enough to try to clean up 

as much of  the mess as we 
can,” Walz said. “We need 
to prove to the people of  
Minnesota, to the Ameri-
can people, there is a bet-
ter way to govern.”

The address comes as 
lawmakers have just 
under a month to pass a 
budget and bonding bill 
amid a tied House and an 
impending $6 billion defi-
cit. It also comes as Walz 
is mulling a potential 
third term as governor. 

Toward the end of  the 
20-minute speech, Walz 
touted his budget propos-
al, which outlines nearly 
$3 billion in budget cuts 
over four years. Walz 
acknowledged the “scruti-
ny” his budget has 
received.

“This budget was not 
written to please every-
one,” He said. “It was writ-
ten to bring everyone to 

the table, and when we get 
there, we’re going to have 
disagreements. No doubt, 
my progressive friends 
might have wished we 
were cutting a little less.”

Walz said legislative 
choices made before his 
tenure have put the state 
in a position where 
human services spending, 
for example, is “unsustain-
able.” Walz encouraged 
lawmakers to come togeth-
er to pass a budget by the 
May 19 deadline.

“We can ignore the 
problem, for now … The 
wave won’t crash this 
year, but it will crash,” He 
said. “But while the prob-
lem was not the fault of  
many in this room, the 
solution should be our 
responsibility. So I’m pro-
posing that, this year, we 
come together, DFLers and 
Republicans, House and 
Senate, and address the 
issues we all inherited.”

Walz ended his address 
by centering the audience 
back on the state and said 
that while the Legislature 
is “narrowly divided,” he 
believes “we can unify.”

“I think we got a chance, 
and I believe we can show 
people, folks across the 
nation who are watching, 
that we can still work 
together to improve lives,” 
Walz said.

Lawmakers react to 
Walz’s address

House Leader Harry 
Niska, R-Ramsey, said 
instances of  the address 
where Walz called for 
bipartisan work and unity 
were “overshadowed” by 
his talk of  national 
politics.

“It was really unfortu-
nate that while there was 
maybe not quite an olive 
branch, but maybe a few 
buds from an olive tree 
given by the governor, 
most of  it was overshad-
owed by, a quite frankly 
angry rant about Donald 
Trump, and I don’t think 
that that serves the state 
of  Minnesota,” Niska said.

On Tuesday before 
Walz’s address, Speaker of  
the House Lisa Demuth, 
R-Cold Spring, said she 
hoped that Walz would use 
the address to “pull every-
one together,” to pass a 

budget in the coming 
weeks.

“I don’t think it did any-
thing to necessarily hurt 
where we are, but I don’t 
think there was any great 
revelation that brought us 
even closer together,” 
Demuth said Wednesday 
night after the address.

House Leader Jamie 
Long, DFL-Minneapolis, 
took a different stance and 
said he was glad that Walz 
addressed national 
politics.

“I think it is clear to all 
Minnesotans that you 
can’t talk about the state 
of  the state right now 
without talking about the 
impact that the federal 
chaos is having in the 
state, and I’m glad that 
Gov. Walz was so crystal 

clear about what those 
impacts are,” Long said.

Leader Melissa Hort-
man, DFL-Brooklyn Park, 
said that while it was 
important to the governor 
to convey to Minnesota 
Republicans that he’s anx-
ious to work together, the 
talk of  national politics 
was warranted.

“I think you can’t be 
alive and an American 
today and not say some-
thing about Donald 
Trump and the chaos that 
we’re seeing from Wash-
ington, DC.,” Hortman 
said.

When asked whether 
the address was to the 
state or the nation, Speak-
er Demuth said “I would 
say both, on that.”

Mixing Minnesota and national messages, 

Walz calls for unity in state of the state address

Mary Murphy / Forum News Service

Gov. Tim Walz delivers his 2025 state of the state 
address to Minnesota lawmakers on Wednesday, April 
23.

Niska Demuth  
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ATVs/UTVs ATVs/UTVs

AGRICULTURE 

MISCELLANEOUS

AGRICULTURE 

MISCELLANEOUS

 GRAND FORKS AREA FARMERS 

Losing yield to white mold? We can 
help. Call Emily 1-605-290-8383

SALES
GGAARRAAGGEEGGAARRAAGGEE
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PUBLIC/GARAGE SALES

*** GARAGE SALE *** 
Thurs-Sat, April 24-26;  

9am-6pm 
220 5th St NW, EGF 

Vendor craft display stands, 
inflatable hot tub, toys,  
infant & toddler clothes,  
pet supplies & misc.

GRAND FORKS, 58201 

Don’t Miss This Sale 

2750 S 36th St 
Thurs 4-7; Fri 9-5 

Cabin/lake/home decor; 
kitchen; desk; furniture; lamps; 

bikes; hockey net/pads; 
women’s clothing; Men’s 3XL 

and 2XL; patio set; young 
men’s clothing; golf clubs; lots 

of misc.

Recruiting for you.

jobshq.com

HELP WANTED  

HEALTHCARE

Absolute PCA is Growing  
and Hiring in  

East Grand Forks! 
 

LPN - homecare visits and 
providing oversight of the 

office. Flexible hours, 
weekdays. Questions?  

Call Lisa at 218-259-1133  
 

Personal care assistants 
(PCA) & Homemakers. 

SIGN ON BONUS. Flexible 
daytime hours. Must pass 

background study. 
Questions? Call Jazzy at 

218-256-8946  
 

Complete applications for all 
openings available at 

www.absolutepca.org
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HELP WANTED 

GENERAL

Warren-Alvarado-
Oslo High School 

 is hiring for the following 
full-time positions: 

 
Special Education 

Teacher 
Start Date: Immediately 

Salary Range: 
 $46,475-$74,575 

(based on experience) 
 

To Apply or Inquire: 
Contact Ben Miska, 
at (218) 745-4646 

or email 
bmiska@ 

wao.k12.mn.us 
 

Head Volleyball 
Coach 

(2025-2026 Season) 
Salary: starting at 

$6,041.75 per season 
 

To Apply or Inquire: 
Contact Activities 

Director 
Tony Gullikson at 

tgulliks@ 
wao.k12.mn.us

Never too late 

to go after your 

dream JOB!JOB!

Find it here.

TICKETS/EVENTS

LARLARSGAARD WSGAARD WOOOL OL MILLMILL 

2ND ANNU2ND ANNUAL ALPAL ALPAACA CA 

SHEARING EVENT SHEARING EVENT 
MMondaondayy,, M Mayay 1919tthh,, 2 2002255 

startingstarting atat 7:30am7:30am atat thethe mill.mill. 
IIff yoyouu wwouldould liklikee toto hhaveave yyourour 

animal(s)animal(s) sheared,sheared, pleaseplease 
contactcontact JJudyudy belobeloww toto  

reservreservee aa spot:spot: 
LLarsgaardarsgaard W Woolool M Mill,ill, 

837837 46th46th S Stt NE NE,, N Northworthwood.ood. 
CContactontact JJudyudy L Larsgaardarsgaard atat  

707011-789-0-789-0110000 oror emailemail 
judylarsgaard@gmail.comjudylarsgaard@gmail.com

Find the perfect place  

and make it yours
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.com


