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Many trees down at nghland Home Cemetery

BY KATHY STEINER
The Jamestown Sun

JAMESTOWN — More
than a hundred trees are
estimated to be down at
Highland Home Ceme-
tery after last weekend’s
storms, said one of its
board members.

“The old section of the
cemetery, the original
section, that got hit the
worst,” Nick Scherben-
ske said. “There was a lot
of big evergreens that
got knocked down.”

Most of the downed
trees are evergreens, he
said.

Two severe storms
struck Jamestown late
Friday and early Satur-
day morning, June 20-21,
the National Weather
Service reported. Many
trees were uprooted and
damaged in the city.

“I went up there (to the
cemetery) Saturday just
to see how it was and
there wasn’t much you
could do at the time,”
Scherbenske said.

They expected to begin
moving those downed
trees on Tuesday, he said.

“The crew is working
on some of the smaller
stuff but some of them
big trees, we just don’t
have the equipment to
take care of (them),” he
said Monday.

Scherbenske said some
of the trees that uprooted
also displaced
headstones.

“Some of the trees are
right next to the head-
stones, so the headstones
come right up with it,”
he said.

He’s not sure at this
time how many head-
stones are affected. He
said the cemetery board
is expected to meet on
Wednesday and address
getting them placed
again.

Scherbenske said he
expected the cemetery
cleanup to take some
time.

Along with removing
downed trees and return-
ing displaced monuments
to the graves, they also
have to fill in the holes
left by uprooted trees.
Some of those holes are 3
to 4 feet deep, Scherben-
ske said.

“I'm sure getting her
(the cemetery) back in
any kind of shape is
going to be a good month

.. if not more and that‘s

the weekend storms.

just a guess,” Scherben-
ske said.

Representatives of
Sunset Memorial Gar-
dens and Calvary Ceme-
tery said they had less
damage than Highland
Home Cemetery
sustained.

“We had about eight to
10 large trees that did go
down,” said Cole
Krebsbach, whose family
owns and operates Sun-
set Memorial Gardens.
“And even if the whole
tree didn’t go down, we
had significant branches
that ended up getting
taken off.”

They had “significant”
large branches hanging
down from trees, he said.

“We had pretty signifi-
cant loss,” he said.
“Highland Home had
quite a bit more.”

Sunset Memorial Gar-
dens did not have head-
stones displaced,
Krebsbach said.

“Fortunately, we
haven’t seen any damage
to our markers,” he said.
“... We just have the flat
bronze markers so we

haven’t seen any damage
to those or the bases as
of yet.”

Sunset Memorial Gar-
dens has been working to
clean up the cemetery
since the storm.

“We’re probably 50 per-
cent completed with get-
ting the trees to our pile

..,” he said. “Luckily for
us, yes, we had big trees
go down but as far as the
difference between us
and Highland ... it seems
like they received a lot
more damage than we
did, so we were pretty
lucky in that aspect.”

Bette Johnson, secre-
tary of the Calvary Cem-
etery Association for Cal-
vary Cemetery, said the
cemetery came through
the storms pretty well.

“Of course, the whole
cemetery was littered
with trees and branches
and we lost about five to
six big trees. And that’s
fine. We’re lucky. The
Highland Home (Ceme-
tery), I just about got
sick. .. terrible out
there,” Johnson said.

No headstones appear
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The grounds crew at Highland Home Cemetery, from left, Grant Lunde, Mike Rieker and Nick Scherbenske, are cleaning up downed trees after

Numerous trees were uprooted at Highland Home Cemetery and headstones were

knocked over.

to be displaced at Calva-
ry Cemetery, she said.

“We’re very fortunate
and ... most of the trees
that were out there broke
off instead of uprooted,”
Johnson said.

She said people were
working there on Mon-
day including some
volunteers.

“There’s people out
there, it might take a
couple days to finish it

all, but the volunteers

are fantastic,” she said.
She expected cleanup

to be completed Tuesday.
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Husky/Shepherd Mix Pups
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