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Severe weather early morning on Friday, caused the roof to collapse on an apartment building at 713 14th St. S.E., according to Lt. Nick Hardy with the Jamestown Police

Department.

SEVERE WEATHER IN JAMESTOWN
DAMAGES BUILDINGS, DOWNS TREES

Aug. 8, displacing
residents of an apartment
building, damaging
buildings, causing power
outages and downing
multiple trees.

Lt. Nick Hardy with the
Jamestown Police Depart-
ment said high winds took
the roof off of Spitzer

BY MASAKIOVA
The Jamestown Sun

JAMESTOWN

evere weather
struck the
Jamestown area

again in the early
morning hours of Friday,

Construction’s building. said. Refuge about 30 miles In a Facebook post at
He also reported multiple A line of severe winds north of Jamestown hada about 6 a.m. Friday, the
trees down. pushed through the wind gust of 79 mph. Jamestown Police Depart-
“It looks like the worst Jamestown area, accord- “Just looking around ment said strong winds
started on top of the hill ing to Jeff Schild, a meteo- Jamestown, there were displaced construction

cones and created traffic
hazards on 1st Avenue,

(in the southwest area)
and kind of made its way
down into the lower south-
east part of town,” he

rologist with the National
Weather Service in Bis-
marck. He said Arrow-
wood National Wildlife

many reports right
around that in that
70-mile-per-hour range,”
Schild said.

SEVERE on A5

Combined releases from
Jamestown, Pipestem
dams below level requiring
storm sewer monitoring

we hit 750 to 800 cfs we
have to monitor the
storm sewers.”

The water level in the
James River reaches the
storm sewer system and
drains into the river. This
prevents the storm sewer
system from draining and
would create backups
into the street in the
event of a heavy rain
event.

Storm sewers in James-
town have already

BY KEITH NORMAN
For The Jamestown Sun

JAMESTOWN — Com-
bined releases from the
Jamestown and Pipestem
dams of 700 cubic feet per
second are just below the
level requiring action by
the city of Jamestown,
according to Tyler
Michel, public works
director for the city.

“We don’t monitor at
this level,” he said. “Once

required attention from
the Jamestown Street
Department, Michel said.

“The wind event in
June downed enough
leaves and branches to
clog some storm sewer
drains,” he said. “We’ve
been running the street
sweeper and manually
clearing some basins
since.”

The increased outflows

John M. Steiner/ The Jamestown Sun
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has cranked up the volume of water being released
LEVELS on A7  from the Jamestown Reservoir as seen Friday.
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UND Gorman runway project moves forward

BY HANNAH SHIRLEY
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS —
With approval from the
county to move forward
with updates to the Gor-
man Field runway, the
UND Aerospace Founda-
tion will begin meeting
with contractors and
seeking competitive bids
for the project. While the
green light likely comes
too late in this construc-
tion season for the project
to begin in 2025, founda-
tion CEO Chuck Pineo is
optimistic for next year.

The foundation plans to
pave the existing grass
runway at Gorman Field,
a UND-owned UAS testing
and training site in
Emerado, North Dakota.
The new hard surface
will improve safety for
aircraft that already use

the runway and could
allow for additional crafts
to use the runway in the
future.

“A hard surface runway
would certainly be a ben-
efit to Gorman Field,”
Dana Sande, Aerospace
Foundation vice presi-
dent of business develop-
ment said at a recent
Grand Forks County
Commission meeting. “I
think it would be a bene-
fit to the ecosystem as
well, because there are
other organizations in
Grand Forks and around
the country that would
like to use a hard surface
runway.”

The foundation formal-
ly applied for an updated
special use permit with
the county in February.
To Pineo and others at
the Aerospace Founda-
tion, the upgraded

runway is a logical next
step as Grand Forks pur-
sues dominance in the
UAS sector. The project
wasn’t approved without
concerns, however.
Among them was the pos-
sibility that the updates
could be out of compli-
ance with a future mili-
tary compatible use study.
Grand Forks County is
pursuing the compatible
use study in accordance
with a state law passed
earlier this year that cre-
ated military impact
zones around the state’s
military installations.
The creation of the zones
aims to reduce private
sector interference with
military operations. The
compatible use study is
needed to inform the
boundaries and condi-
tions of the impact zone
surrounding Grand Forks

Air Force Base. At this
time, the study is still in
development.

The possibility of plac-
ing an 18-month morato-
rium on the project was
floated to give the com-
patible use study time to
be completed. At the July
14 commission meeting,
Sande argued that use
study is for future proj-
ects — not projects that
are essentially ready to
break ground.

Commissioners also
agreed that asking the
foundation to wait 18
months was
unreasonable.

At two recent commis-
sion meetings, Pineo and
Sande attempted to dispel
other misconceptions
about the project.

Numerous residents
attended an Tuesday, Aug.
5, meeting to express

unease about increased
drone traffic and the
associated lights and
sounds in the area.

Paving the runway will
have little if any impact
on the amount of traffic
the facility sees, Sande
said. Air traffic residents
are seeing now very like-
ly isn’t coming from Gor-
man Field, according to
Pineo — the drones flown
from the runway are
small and often make lit-
tle noise. The runway
also doesn’t operate at
night, he said.

Howard Swanson, a for-
mer city attorney, also
advised commissioners
that the airspace above
Gorman Field is con-
trolled by the Federal Avi-
ation Administration, is
not within the commis-
sion’s jurisdiction, and
they cannot attempt to

regulate it.

Commissioners ulti-
mately decided it would
be unreasonable to deny
the special use permit
requested by the founda-
tion and voted to approve
the project on Tuesday.

Pineo says that from
the start, his goal has
been to be a good partner
to everyone involved.

“(Commissioners) have
a role that they have to
take into account all of
the opinions and con-
cerns that people and
constituents have,” Pineo
said. “My stance is I
think we’re a good neigh-
bor and we’re doing
everything the right way.
Certainly we want to
know if there are con-
cerns out there. If people
have valid concerns, we
want to make sure that
we address them.”

BRIEFS
NPS awards $1M to and Urban Development
Turtle Mountain Band Secretary Scott Turner
for park project visited Fargo to discuss

BISMARCK — The
National Park Service
has announced a $1 mil-
lion award to support the
Turtle Mountain Band of
Chippewa Indians for the
construction of five play-
ground and picnic areas,
a project expected to be
completed by the end of
2029.

The funds will be allo-
cated to the North Dakota
Parks and Recreation
Department through the
Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund, according to
a Thursday release from
the office of Sen. Kevin
Cramer, R-N.D.

According to the
release, the National Park
Service since 1965 has
provided more than 45,000
Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund grants,
which are mostly funded
with federal offshore oil
and gas lease revenue.
The awards allow states
to further allocate these
funds to support local
public parks projects and
state conservation and to
expand outdoor recre-
ation access.

In 2019, Cramer helped
pass the John D. Dingell,
Jr. Conservation, Man-
agement, and Recreation
Act. The legislation reau-
thorized and reformed
the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund program
to ensure states receive at
least 40% of its funding,
according to the release.

Grants distributed
through the LWCF pro-
gram are locally deter-
mined and reviewed at
the state level through a
process designed and
managed by state part-
ners of the National Park
Service.

HUD secretary visits
Fargo, West Fargo

FARGO — A member
of President Donald
Trump’s Cabinet spent
time with Sen. John
Hoeven, R-N.D., in Fargo
and West Fargo on
Thursday.

Department of Housing

North Dakota’s affordable
housing needs.

As part of his visit,
Turner and Hoeven
toured the Monterrey and
Brighton Place senior liv-
ing apartments in West
Fargo, checking out one
of the units and talking
with residents about
problems they’re facing.

Turner said his depart-
ment is focused on serv-
ing all who need its help.

“We are very focused.
We know who we’re sup-
posed to serve. We know
the mission that we’ve
been called to serve, and
part of that inventory
and making sure that the
assistance is going to
where it should go,
including our precious
senior citizens,” Turner
said.

After visiting the hous-
ing complex, Turner and
Hoeven held a stakehold-
er roundtable at the
Fargo City Commission
chambers at City Hall.

Grand Forks woman
dies in crash on
Highway 2 in Polk
County

EAST GRAND FORKS
— A Grand Forks woman
died in a crash near East
Grand Forks in Polk
County on Thursday, Aug.
I

According to the Min-
nesota Highway Patrol,
the crash occurred at 9
a.m. on Highway 2 at the
intersection with County
Road 17, east of East
Grand Forks.

The woman’s Chevrolet
Equinox was on County
Road 17 when it collided
with a 2013 Peterbilt semi
tractor trailer that was
on Highway 2.

The driver of the truck,
27-year-old Tyler James
Shaver, of Red Lake Falls,
sustained non-life-threat-
ening injuries in the
crash.

The name of the
woman, age 67, was not
released Thursday.

Forum News Service

Self-titled ‘gentleman robber’

says he is no John Dillinger

Charged with his latest bank heist, Jay
Douglas Barker calls robberies ‘not worth it’

BY C.S. HAGEN
Forum News Service

FARGO — There is one
difference between the
rise of the American
bank-robbing gangsters of
the 1920s to present day
serial bank
robber Jay
Douglas
Barker, a
self-pro-
claimed
“gentleman
robber.”

“T
watched all those shows,
but I don’t have the nerve
to kill anyone. That sets
me apart from Bonnie and
Clyde and John Dillinger.
Plus, the pen is mightier
than the sword,” Barker
recently told Forum News
Service from the Cass
County Jail interview
room.

In the Great Depression
days, when outlaws like
Bonnie Parker and Clyde
Barrow went on a spree of
romanticized bank robber-
ies, car thefts, and mur-
ders, banks didn’t have
CCTV cameras. Some
didn’t even have armed
security.

Today’s security advanc-
es inside banks, however,
never stopped Barker.

Separated by a pane of
glass and speaking
through a telephone, Bark-
er described his life of
crime. Since the 1980s, he
has hit six banks for a
total of about $65,000. He’s
spent 50 of his 66 years
behind bars.

Laughing about some of
his heists, Barker said
every job came with a lit-
tle planning, a lot of
booze, a mask or a wig,
and once, in Rolette

Barker

County, North Dakota,
with a BB gun.

On Friday, Aug. 1, Bark-
er entered the Wells Fargo
bank in downtown Fargo
at about 1:30 p.m. He
parked his black Nissan
Maxima near the bank,
walked into the lobby,
went to a table, wrote
“Robbery 20-50-100” on a
piece of tissue paper and
handed it to the tellers,
according to a police inci-
dent report.

Before the robbery, he
slipped on the iconic
Jason Voorhees mask, the
machete-wielding serial
killer from the “Friday the
13th” horror film fran-
chise.

He told Forum News
Service he did not carry a
weapon, and the three tell-
ers at the bank handed
over about $10,520.

“Here in Fargo, nobody
was scared, they just
handed over the money. If
I got a gun out and jumped
up on the counter I could
scare people. But I am a
gentleman robber,” Barker
said.

Barker said boredom, an
intense desire to rob a
bank, booze, methamphet-
amine, anger over a $150
bank fine he received for
an overdraw and six
demons he saw lurking
outside his apartment
window were the forces
behind his impromptu
decision to rob the Wells
Fargo bank.

“It was in my heart to
hit a bank,” he said. “The
reason you rob is just for
the money, and the tellers
are taught how to deal
with robbers.”

Later the same day,
police found Barker less
than a mile away in

C.S. Hagen/Forum News Service
Jay Barker, self-described ‘gentleman robber’ of at least
six banks since the 1980s, talks from the Cass County
Jail after being arrested Aug. 1, for a heist at the the
Wells Fargo bank in downtown Fargo.

downtown Fargo at a
thrift store.

Sitting in Cass County
Jail awaiting his arraign-
ment, he regrets the rob-
bery.

“This was one of the
dumbest things in my
life,” said Barker, who had
been out of prison for
about seven years at the
time of the robbery. “I had
an apartment, the shelves
were stocked with food,
and I just threw it all
away.”

Barker grew up in Alas-
ka, and ran away from
home as a teenager to
escape a disciplinarian
father. He committed up to
500 cat burglaries, sneak-
ing into people’s motel
rooms while they slept to
steal, he said.

“That takes nerves to do
that, and I've lost the
nerve,” Barker said.

Barker knows he’s not
the best at robbing banks.
He said that he tried real
work but the jobs didn’t
take.

In 2017, Barker lost
money gambling while
near the Turtle Mountain

Indian Reservation, and
robbed about $40,410 from
a credit union in Rolette
County. He used a BB gun
and his mother’s wig to
perform the heist.

He was arrested at the
Sky Dancer Casino in Bel-
court, North Dakota, later
that day.

Barker said his years
outside of prison were
spent mostly on the run,
constantly looking over
his shoulder.

“I’'ve been in a box for 50
years, 30 county jails and
20 penitentiaries. I've seen
everything. I've been to
prisons where John Dill-
inger probably slept,”
Barker said.

He told Forum News
Service that he plans to
plead guilty to the Wells
Fargo bank robbery.

“Bank robbery isn’t
worth it. I don’t think I got
away with anything. I
should probably take up
writing,” Barker said.

Readers can reach Forum
News Service reporter C.S.
Hagen at 701-241-5535 or
at cshagen@forumcomm.
com.
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10th Street Southeast,
Business Loop West and
U.S. Highway 281 South.
Hardy said construction
crews took care of the
cones.

Stephanie Hoff, direc-
tor of communications
for Otter Tail Power Co.,
said at about 10:10 a.m.
Friday that straight-line
winds downed power
lines in the Jamestown
area.

As of about 11 a.m. Fri-
day, 285 residents in Stut-
sman County were with-
out power. Hoff said
about 9,000 Otter Tail
Power customers were
without power earl Fri-
day morning.

She said Otter Tail
Power crews were hoping
to get power restored to
residences and business-
es affected by the end of
Friday.

“As far as what we can

tell right now, this is not
going to be a repeat of
the June storm,” she said.
“This is much more con-
tained and we’ve identi-
fied the core issues and
are actively working to
restore (power).”

Hardy said the storm
took a roof off the west
side of an apartment
building at 713 14th St.
SE, displacing its resi-
dents. He said the roof
landed on vehicles out-
side the apartment
building.

Kathy Long said she
heard a loud “boom” at
about 2:30 a.m. inside her
apartment unit at 713
14th St. SE. A portion of
the roof of the apartment
building also landed on
her vehicle.

“I assumed it was the
storm,” she said. “Then
once it was a little bit
more daylight, I figured
out it was the storm and
it took the roof off.”

She said a couple peo-
ple couldn’t get out of

their units and James-
town police officers and
the Jamestown Fire
Department got the resi-
dents out of the apart-
ment units.

“At least nobody was
hurt,” Long said. “They
got everybody out.”

Long is staying with
family for a day or two
until she finds out what
is happening with her
situation.

Calvin Thompson, who
was staying in one of the
apartment units, said he
also woke up to a “mas-
sive” sound.

“A few of us just tried
to open up our doors and
obviously there is a roof
right in front of us and
we could no longer get
out,” he said. “It didn’t
seem like anything was
bad because in our interi-
ors everything is com-
pletely fine, but once you
get out there, you can see
the roof is just gone.”

Thompson said he
didn’t think his vehicle

received much damage.

He said he was complet-
ing his internship at Col-
lin’s Aerospace and plans
to grab all his stuff from
the apartment unit on
Saturday, Aug. 8, and
head back to the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Duluth
where he is a student.

Jamestown Fire Chief
Jim Reuther said James-
town police officers were
already working on get-
ting residents out of the
apartment building when
firefighters arrived on
scene.

“There were five indi-
viduals that needed to be
helped out, rescued out of
there,” he said.

Reuther said the power
and natural gas were cut
to the entire building and
the Jamestown Fire
Department used its col-
lapse equipment that has
struts to hold up the par-
tial roof that collapsed.

“Then they got in there
and they started prying
open with the Jaws of

Masaki Ova/ The Jamestown Sun
A dumpster is turned upside down outside of the
apartment building at 713 14th St. SE after severe
weather early morning on Aug. 8, in Jamestown.

Life to open up the
doors,” he said. “We
could talk to everybody
and everybody was talk-
ing back to us, and
nobody was hurt.”

Reuther said the five
residents refused medical
assistance.

Reuther said two people
found a place to stay.

“I made contact with
the property manager,”

he said. “He’s working on
some stuff to help the
occupants, maybe a dif-
ferent apartment. (Ameri-
can) Red Cross has been
notified. ... then we’ll see
what kind of assistance
that the Red Cross will be
able to give the three
occupants that are dis-
placed at this time.”
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