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STORMS AFFECT 50%
OF JAMESTOWN'S TREES

Tree damage widespread in Jamestown after
severe weather event on June 20-21

BY KATHY STEINER
The Jamestown Sun

JAMESTOWN

he city forester said
Tat least 50% of the

trees in Jamestown
were affected by the June
20-21 storms, whether
they were destroyed,
tipped over, had major
damage or some damage.

“I would say that just
about every single block
had one tree tipped over,”
Erik Laber said. “It’s not
like it just picked one
part of town or whatever
to hit.”

He said he is seeing
three species in particu-
lar with the most damage.

“The ones I saw so far
that have been the worst
for uprooting or breaking
but especially uprooting
and tipping over have
been the green ash espe-
cially, but many ash trees
of all varieties have
tipped over, linden trees
and spruce,” he said.
“Those are the three most
common that I've seen.”

Laber noted that more
than 40% of the city’s
trees are ash.

Laber said events here
in recent years have
weakened trees, includ-
ing a wind storm in 2020,
an ice storm in 2023 and
drought/drier conditions
for five years.

Residents with trees on
their property should
check them to determine
if they’re tipping or have
split trunks following the
storms, he said.

Laber said the current
situation could be worse
than it looks because a lot
of trees remain upright
but are 10, 15 or 20
degrees off from being
straight. More rain and
wind could result in more
trees tipping over, he
said.

He said after people get
their yard cleaned up,
they should take a “really
hard look” at their trees
and see if there is a
hump on the west side
and a dip on the east side.

“Because that probably
means that that tree
uprooted on the wind-
ward side and just hasn’t
tipped over yet,” Laber
said. “If it’s a small
enough tree, they can put
some earth anchors in
and some ratchet straps
and pull it back square,
but the bigger ones,
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The sidewalk was also lifted up when this large ash
tree blew over onto a house in Medina, North Dakota.
The first step a property owner needs to take to file an
insurance claim is to check for damage and document
it thoroughly before making any temporary repairs,
according to Blaine Bergstedt, director of the North
Dakota Insurance Department’s Property and Casualty
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there’s not really a lot
you can do for them.”

He said the anchors
would likely have to be
left in for four or five
years before the tree
roots in enough to
remove them. They will
have a compromised west
side and root system for
some time, he said.

“So even if it is stand-
ing square and seems to
be holding, if we get
another wind like this,
it’s probably just going to
rip right through those
new roots,” Laber said.

The city had to remove
a tree in front of Alfred
Dickey Library this
week, Laber said. It
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The property owner where this spruce tree is located is considering removing it after
the tree appears to be leaning slightly following recent severe storms.

began leaning slightly
after the storms and by
Monday, June 23, it was
45 to 50 degrees off, he
said. The tree could not
be anchored at that loca-
tion and became a hazard
to pedestrians and vehi-
cles, he said.

“That’s one example of
how as time goes on, if
they’re already leaning,
that they’re more likely
to keep leaning and then
tip all the way over,” he
said. “... I'm afraid that
we’re just going to see a
lot more of those contin-
ue to fall down as the
summer goes on. So
everyone’s kind of in tri-
age mode right now, get
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the worst done first, but
eventually people are
going to have to take a
look at their yard and see
if they have that and
probably try to get on a
list for removal for those
too or to try to correct
them.”

Laber said people
should also look for split
trunks in their trees, say-
ing he is noticing a lot of
that as well.

“Some of those are sal-
vageable if you bolt,
cable or brace them,” he
said.

To determine whether
a tree with a split trunk
is salvageable, people
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ND Insurance Department
recommends storm victims
to start claims, beware of
questionable contractors

BY MASAKI OVA
The Jamestown Sun

JAMESTOWN — Any-
one whose property was
damaged from the severe
weather event on June
20-21 should file a claim
as soon as possible and be
cautious of “storm
chase” contractors,
according to Blaine Berg-
stedt, director of the
North Dakota Insurance
Department’s Property
and Casualty Division.

“The first thing is filing
the claim with the compa-
ny and getting that start-
ed is key just to start the
process,” Bergstedt said.
“It basically notifies the
company, and they can
begin the process of
scheduling an adjuster to
come out and take a look
at the property, and just

can call and talk to.”

He said insurance com-
panies will have a high
volume of calls and their
adjusters will be spend-
ing a lot of time in multi-
ple areas.

“That’s one thing to
consider,” he said.

Two storms moved
through Jamestown on
June 20-21 that caused
power outages and
downed multiple trees in
the Jamestown area.

Bergstedt said the first
step a property owner
needs to take to file an
insurance claim is to
check for damage and
document it thoroughly
before making any tempo-
rary repairs. He said it is
important to take photos
and videos of all the
damage.

“Documenting all dam-

age is imperative for the
insurance company to
just see it as it was,” he

getting everything going.
Oftentimes, the insurance
company will have

instructions to follow, said.
give you more contact
information on who you INSURANCE on A15

Storm recovery checklist

According to its website, the North Dakota Insurance
Department recommends the following steps for
policyholders after a storm:

« Check roofs, siding, windows, vehicles and other
structures for signs of hail, wind or water damage.

« Document the damage thoroughly before making
any temporary repairs. Photos and videos will be need-
ed when filing an insurance claim.

« Take reasonable steps to secure your property and
prevent additional losses, such as tarping a damaged
roof or boarding broken windows. Keep receipts for
any materials or services used.

« Keep receipts for any temporary housing or other liv-
ing expenses. If your home is uninhabitable due to
storm damage, your homeowners or renters policy
may cover those expenses.

« File a claim as soon as possible. Have your policy
number handy and be prepared to provide details
about the damage.

* Make note of the time, date and who you spoke with
when filing your claim. Keep copies of all correspon-
dence and estimates.
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He said property own-
ers should make sure the
property is structurally
safe to prevent any addi-
tional losses. Property
owners should also docu-
ment any receipts for
materials or services that
were used for repairs.

“Oftentimes, if it’s a
major item, they (insur-
ance companies) might
need receipts,” Bergstedt
said. “So it’s important to
document your receipts
and proof of purchase
for things like that.”

Bergstedt said property
owners filing insurance
claims should be pre-
pared to answer a lot of
questions. He said it can
be stressful and frustrat-
ing answering lots of
questions when dealing
with the aftermath of
any losses but insurance
adjusters will need
detailed information for
their reports.

“The sooner they can
get that, the sooner they
can try to get your claim
finished and get you back
on your feet,” he said.

The North Dakota
Insurance Department
also recommends getting
at least three quotes from
separate contractors and
for property owners to
work with their insur-
ance companies to hire
reputable contractors.

Bergstedt said “storm
chase” contractors will
be coming to

communities that were
affected by the severe
weather. He said property
owners should make sure
to ask if contractors have
a contractor’s license, an
online presence, referenc-
es or reviews.

“If they don’t want to
give you that, if they’re
not willing to show you
any documentation of
their license or their
insurance or bond, bond-
ing that can be a kind of
a sign that they’re maybe
not as credible,” he said.

Property owners
should verify the contrac-
tor’s insurance coverage,
workers’ compensation,
check for references and
obtain multiple esti-
mates, said Tom Black-
more, zoning administra-
tor for the city of
Jamestown.

“Be cautious of bids
that are significantly low
or high, get a written
contract and be cautious
of contracts with high
down payments,” he said.

Blackmore said he has
been pulling roofing con-
tractor signs on road
right-of-ways and contact-
ing those contractors
about city of Jamestown
licensing. He said a con-
tractor must have a city
license for any project
that is more than $500.

“City licensure
requires they complete
the application, submit
the fee and have a $10,000
bond,” he said. “They
also have to be licensed
in North Dakota.”

Blackmore said the city

fee is $300 for a contrac-
tor to get licensed in
Jamestown.

He added that a list of
licensed contractors in
Jamestown is available
on the city’s website at
www.jamestownnd.gov.

Bergstedt said property
owners could have issues
with getting out-of-state
contractors to come back
and make repairs on
their work once their job
is complete and they
leave North Dakota.

“They’re traveling mul-
tiple states,” he said. “ ...

So you can always ask
them up front, ‘What’s
your policy on coming
back to help if there are
any issues or any prob-
lems?’ If they don’t pro-
vide anything to you that
can be a flag.”

Bergstedt said not all
traveling contractors are
dishonest. He said if a
contractor is using high-
pressure tactics to
demand a down payment,
that could also be a flag.

“Typically, if they are
reputable, they’ll set up a
contract, set up a typical
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This car didn’t fare very well in the storm after a tree caused damaged to it when it was blown over.

payment structure,” he
said.

Bergstedt said insur-
ance companies can help
property owners find rep-
utable contractors.

“They’ll definitely
know contractors in the
area just through claims
and previous engage-
ments,” he said. “They
can also help provide
names and companies
that they’ve worked with
in the past, so that can be
beneficial too. You can
ask your insurance com-
pany if they have anyone,

recommend anyone ...
and that’s a good way too
to get that ball rolling.”

If anyone has any ques-
tions or concerns, contact
the North Dakota Insur-
ance Department by call-
ing (701) 328-2440 or
emailing insurance@
nd.gov.

“We can help navigate
through anything that
they have, questions or
concerns,” Bergstedt
said.

mova@jamestownsun.com
| (701) 952-8454

TREES

CONTINUED from A1

should call a local
licensed arborist or Laber
at Jamestown City Hall at
252-5900, then make deci-
sions, he said.

“Some of them just
need time to heal back
together; some of them,
it’s just the way that they
grew and weren’t proper-
ly pruned over the course
of their life, and some-
times it’s there’s just
nothing you can do about
it and they’re too far
gone,” Laber said. “But
there’s no just one-size-
fits-all answer for them,
it’s a case-by-case basis,
for sure. But I know that
there’s a lot of people
that are pretty attached
to their trees and they’d
much rather not put in
another 30 years for their
front yard shade tree or
whatever. If it’s not that
bad, some of them can be
saved. And there’s other
ones that, no matter how
much you like it, it
should really go in the
interests of safety and
property protection.”

Laber said people will
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need to look closely for
splits and they won’t all
be obvious. He said they
will most likely come
from a branch union, par-
ticularly a narrow angled
branch union.

“The other thing I've
noticed is some of the
trees that even had good
angles on their branch
unions, if the wind
caught kind of a longer
branch, used it kind of as
a lever and you’ll see
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A spruce tree tipped over in front of the main entrance of this house. The city forester
said at least 50% of the trees in Jamestown were affected by the June 20-21 storms.

some splits that are on
the windward side where
it just opened the tree
up,” he said.

In a related issue,
Laber said residents can
help the city by checking
storm drains and the gut-
ters leading to them and
clean as much off of
them as possible. He said
twigs and branches on
them could cause prob-
lems in the event of a
large rain if water can’t
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get into the storm sewer.

He said street sweepers
are also trying to help
mitigate that issue.

Since the storms, Laber
said they’ve been trying
to get streets and alleys
opened up and get trees
off of infrastructure such
as the lift stations.

“A lot of the city crew
has been out trying to
help keep the baler flow-
ing so people can keep

dropping their trees off,”
he added.

No decision has been
made on picking up
branches from boule-
vards, Laber said.

“We’re trying to get
everything else up to
snuff first so that we’re
not taking resources
away from something
more important like
water or sewer,” he said.

He said “it’s been
noticed” how everyone is
working together since
the storm and how neigh-
bors are helping
neighbors.

Laber said the commu-
nity probably has com-
pleted 20% to 25% clean-
up related to trees.

“We’re going to be
cleaning up for years,
really,” he said.

He expects it to take a
decade to recover related
to the trees.

“It’s going to take them
a long time to recover and
heal and grow back,” he
said, as well as for new
plantings to become of
appreciable size.

ksteiner@jamestownsun.
com | (701) 952-8449
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STUTSMAN
COUNTY

For an updated agenda, visit the Stutsman County website at
www.stutsmancounty.gov and navigate to Government-

> Meeting Minutes. If you plan to attend the meeting and need
special facilities or assistance relating to a disability, please contact
the Auditor’s office at (701) 252-9035 prior to the meeting.
Questions, requests for additional information, or public
comments can be sent to auditor@stutsmancounty.gov
Conference Phone Number: (701) 566-9575

Conference ID: 183 566 455#

Reminder: Please place yourself on mute until called on to speak.
Our County Commission & Park Board meetings will be live
streamed via Facebook. Stream will be active a few minutes
before the start of each meeting. To view, please visit

https://www.facebook.com/stutsmancounty

AGENDA
COUNTY PARK BOARD

REGULAR MEETING

. Call To Order

. Roll Call

. Pledge of Allegiance
. Approval of Agenda

NOUhs WNE

JULY 1, 2025 - 8:30 A.M. STUTSMAN COUNTY
COURTHOUSE - COMMISSION ROOM
511 2ND AVE SE, JAMESTOWN, ND 58401
Last Revised: 06/25/2025 @ 4:39 PM

. Approval of June 2025 Meeting Minutes
. Review and Approval of Monthly Bills
. Adjourn County Park Board Meeting

AGENDA
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
JULY 1, 2025 - TO BEGIN AFTER LAST ITEM ON PARK
BOARD AGENDA STUTSMAN COUNTY COURTHOUSE -
COMMISSION ROOM 511 2ND AVE SE, JAMESTOWN,
ND 58401

STIFEL

Stocks | Municipal Bonds
Mutual Funds | Corporate Bonds
Annuities | Retirement Plans
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1. CallTo Order

2. RollCall

3. Approval of Agenda

4. Approval of June 2025 Meeting Minutes
5
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BASEMENTS
WATERPROOFED

Est. 1995
Interior Drain Tile

& Radon Reduction
Your basement can be a

safe & dry living space!

. 2025 Legislative Updates & Discussion
. Aleshia Emineth, Stutsman County Cabin Owner — Reule

Lake Road Conditions

7. Shannon Davis, HR Director — NDPERS Public Safety Plan
Expansion

8. Fritz Fremgen, State’s Attorney — Monthly Report

9. Mark Attleson, Maintenance Supervisor — Courthouse
South Parking Lot Repair

10. Jesse Christianson, Highway Superintendent — Request to
Purchase Grapple Bucket for Skid Steer

11. Daren Peterka, Interstate Engineering — Right of Way

Acquisition for Ypsilanti Bridge Project

Jessica Alonge, Auditor/COO — Notice of Moran Family Trust

Petition for Withdrawal from Jamestown Rural Fire District

a. Review of NDCC 18-10-12.1

b. Review and Acceptance of Proportionate Indebtedness

to Jamestown Rural Fire District and Description of
Boundaries of Territory to be Withdrawn

c. Public Hearing Date

13. Review and Approval of Monthly Bills

14. Adjourn County Commission Meeting

Steven L. Sedler, RICP® 12.

Financial Advisor

Steven M. Braunberger
Senior Vice President/Investments

& Free Radon testing

(701) 251-1152 | (800) 349-1152 (oll-free
723 First Avenue South | Jamestown, North Dakota 58401

Free Estimates 701-685-2490

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated

Member SIPC & NYSE | www.stifel.com




