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he tree piles at the
Tcity of Jamestown’s

baling facility have
grown substantially
bigger and the cost to
grind them will exceed
$100,000, according to
Shawn O’Neill, sanitation
foreman.

O’Neill said employees

hauled about 700 tons of

trees a few weeks ago
from the normal drop-off
site to make more room.
The trees were hauled to
another pile south of the
baling facility inside the
gates.

“It probably gave us
about 24 feet out front,”
he said.

O’Neill said the tree
pile at the normal drop-
off site is about 8 to 9 feet
high.

“That’s just the front

gate,” he said.

He said the amount of
trees and branches com-
ing in slowed down slight-
ly but there’s still a lot
being dropped off.

Severe weather on June
20-21 and Aug. 8 caused
power outages and
downed multiple trees in
the Jamestown area.

O’Neill said many trees
and branches at the city’s
facility are coming from
outside city limits. He

said many residents liv-
ing outside city limits
don’t have a spot to put
large trees, branches and
debris.

Mayor Dwaine Hein-
rich said residents living
outside city limits proba-
bly aren’t thinking that
the drop-off site for trees
and branches is for city
residents.

“I think everybody
wanted things cleaned up
as best they could,” he
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A woman unloads branches on Aug. 11 inside the city baler complex and adds to the mountain range of tree debris created by recent summer storms.

Mounting pile

Tree piles mount at Jamestown baling facility

said.

O’Neill said the tree
piles at the baling facility
include different sizes of
branches and logs. He
said the contractor won’t
be able to grind up some
of the larger trees.

“We almost have to
have a shear come in on
an excavator and cut
them into grindable piec-
es,” he said.

O’Neill said the city
has paid about $32,000 to

$35,000 per year the last
couple of years to grind
trees. He said the cost is
likely to exceed $100,000
this year but it’s difficult
to estimate because
everything is not
grindable.

Heinrich said he’s hop-
ing the city will get some
assistance to help with
paying for grinding the
trees. He said the
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Al data center company holds
heated meeting in Harwood

BY MELISSA VAN DER
STAD
The Forum

HARWOOD, N.D. —
One man stood in front of
a crowd of hundreds —
with more gathered out-
side the Harwood Com-
munity Center — to
defend a controversial
280-megawatt, $3 billion
artificial intelligence
data center planned just
outside of this small
town north of Fargo.

On Monday, August 25,
the skeptical and at times
confrontational crowd
peppered the Al industry
representative with ques-
tions during a lengthy
meeting that drew people
from all over the metro.

Applied Digital — a
Texas-based corporation
with a handful of pricey
tech projects popping up
around North Dakota —
said a September ground-
breaking for their new
facility is “a done deal.”

They have two potential
locations for the new
facility right now, accord-
ing to Nick Phillips,
Applied Digital’s execu-
tive vice president of
external affairs.

While representatives
from Applied Digital
mostly kept the crowd
under control during the
town hall meeting hosted
in collaboration with the
City of Harwood, Cass
County Electric and
Minnkota Power

Cooperative, voices occa-

sionally shouted out their

thoughts during the heat-
ed event.

“We don’t want it,” one
said.

“Criminals,” yelled
another.

“When do we get to
vote on this?” someone
shouted.

“They sold us out,”
another said of Har-
wood’s city officials.

Harwood Mayor Blake
Hankey took some heat
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About 300 people showed up to a town hall meeting on
Monday at the Harwood Community Center to discuss a
new Al data center that is planned to be built in Harwood.

during the meeting as
well, speaking up from
the back near the end

when residents began to
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Cass County deputies, local
residents rescue horse
from Sheyenne River

BYHUNTER SCHWARTZ
WDAY

ARGUSVILLE, N.D. —
First responders and
local residents success-
fully rescued a horse
stuck in the Sheyenne
River on Sunday, Aug. 24,
near Argusville.

The horse, “Sunny,”
fell into the Sheyenne
River on Sunday evening
and was stuck for an
hour and a half before
being pulled to safety.

“The deputy called,
and she’s like, ‘Hey, we
need your help. This is
what’s going on. We have
a horse in the river,” ”
said Connie Faulkner,
executive director of
Pride and Joy Rescue.
“And I looked at my hus-
band, I was like, ‘We got
togo.””

Shortly after 7 p.m.
near Argusville, Cass
County deputies respond-
ed to a report of a horse
trapped chest-deep in the
Sheyenne River. Deputies
said the horse could not
free itself due to the
steep riverbanks. It took
around 90 minutes to
move the horse 75 yards
downstream, where it
was removed from the
water.

Pride and Joy Rescue
was one of several teams
that helped free Sunny.
Faulkner said the horse’s
1,200-pound weight, com-
bined with river mud,
made the rescue especial-
ly difficult.

“For horses, a lot of
times, the mud acts like a
suction cup with their
hooves. So, it’s a lot of
work for them to pull

their legs up,” she said.

Faulkner believes
Sunny slid into the river
after stepping on an
embankment eroded by
rain.

Casselton Veterinary
Service, the Argusville

Fire Department and Val-

ley Water Rescue also
responded.

Mitch Goodmanson,
part of the family that
owns Sunny, jumped into
the river and swam with
the horse to help it reach
safety.

“I just jumped in and
talked to it for a little
while. Gave it some very
firm motivation, yeah,
got it unstuck. It got
itself out of the mud. It
was in probably 3 or 4
feet of mud, about 6 feet
off the bank,” he said.

With help from the

on Sunday.

river’s current, rescuers
eventually got Sunny to
shore and administered
first aid.

Contributed / Cass County Sheriff’s Office
Mitch Goodmanson helps rescue a horse stuck in the Sheyenne River near Argusville

At last check, Sunny
was very sore from the
ordeal but was back
home with his owner and

recovering.

Argusville is about 12
miles north of Fargo
along Interstate 29.

NDFB president to
not seek re-election

Daryl Lies says
‘time is right
for change’

BY STAFF REPORTS
Agweek

BISMARCK — North
Dakota Farm Bureau
President Daryl Lies on
Friday, Aug. 22,
announced he will not
seek re-election to anoth-
er term as president of
the statewide ag
organization.

“There comes a time
when change is right.
Change is not always
easy and not always wel-
comed with open arms in
our lives. People some-
times have a hard time
accepting, making, or
engaging in change, but I
believe the time is right
for change to happen at
the leadership level of
NDFB. That is why I will
not seek re-election as
president of this great
organization,” Lies said
in a statement.

Lies, of Douglas, North
Dakota, was elected to his
first term as president in
2015. His announcement
is the second major
shakeup of a North Dako-
ta agriculture organiza-
tion. North Dakota Farm-
ers Union President Mark
Watne earlier this year
also announced he will
not seek another term in
office.

“Making this decision
did not come easily for
me. Serving the member-
ship of NDFB and repre-
senting the best farmers
and ranchers in the world
has been one of the great-
est privileges I have ever
had. Through the election

process,
members
placed their
trust in me
to be the
spokesman
of our orga-
nization for
the past 10
years,” Lies said. “I never
took this position lightly
and hope people recog-
nize the passion I have
for agriculture and for
NDFB and its members!
Being in leadership posi-
tions and representing all
areas of agriculture
doesn’t come without
challenges, debate, and
hard decisions. Over the
last 10 years, I believe we
have been where we need
to be and doing what we
had to do for the member-
ship and for everyone’s
God-given rights and free-
doms, which are
enshrined in the U.S.
Constitution, especially
private property rights.”

NDFB will hold presi-
dent and vice president
elections during the 83rd
NDFB Annual Meeting,
Nov. 21-22, at the Holiday
Inn in Fargo.

“NDFB — including
staff, county leaders, and
every one of our mem-
bers — will always have a
special place in my heart
and mind. I will never
forget all the relation-
ships I have been able to
forge by representing the
most effective ag organi-
zation, NDFB!” Lies’
statement said. “It is time
to pass the torch to a new
leader with new enthusi-
asm and passion. God
bless all and thank you
for the great privilege of
serving you all over the
last 10 years.”
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sanitation department is
putting in many hours
dealing with the tree
piles.

“I don’t know if the
state will be willing to
help or not,” he said. “I
would like to think they
would because certainly
all of the people involved
and where all the trees
came from, they are
maybe not city taxpayers
but they are state taxpay-
ers and federal
taxpayers.”

City Forester Erik
Laber said about 70% of
the downed or broken
trees in town were
cleaned up from the June
20-21 storms.

“It was getting to be
more of the little stuff,”
he said. “That last 30% I
knew was going to take a
while where it was peo-
ple getting their broken
branches pruned out of
their good trees and

raking up the twigs and
some of that little stuff,
but most of the big stuff
had gotten cleaned up or
a really good chunk of
it

But after the severe
weather on Aug. 8, Laber
estimated about 50% of
the downed or broken
trees needed to be
cleaned up again.

“I expect the pile out
there (baling facility) to
get obviously even big-
ger,” he said.

The contractor that
grinds the trees and
branches into wood chips
is expected to be in
Jamestown by early fall.
O’Neill said the contrac-
tor has been busy with
the severe weather that
affected the entire state.

He said the wood chips
get hauled to the south of
the baling facility and on
top of the hill.

“We use them when it
rains really bad,” he
said.
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City baler crews have been moving tree debris from the front unloading site to another location inside the property.

is expected to purchase a
burn box to burn the
large tree branches.
Heinrich said the burn
box is in the city’s bud-
get, and the cost for the
equipment is about
$140,000.

O’Neill said it is more
cost effective to burn the
trees and branches annu-
ally than hiring a con-
tractor to grind them. He
said the current contract
with the contractor to
grind the trees and
branches will expire in
December and the annual
price will increase.

In normal years,
O’Neill said the pile of
trees and branches will
be cleared out by having
the burn box. He said the
tree pile can be burnt
weekly in the burn box.

“We can always stay
ahead of it,” he said.

Grinding the trees and
branches requires extra
employees and two to
three trucks hauling the
wood chips for 15 hours

per day.

“When he comes and
grinds the trees, he
makes the piles for us,”
O’Neill said. “We have to
take our trucks, load
them, drive them across
the scale and dump them
and weigh them. So I got
all that extra manpower
and hours and stuff like
that to try to get it done
so we can get him paid.”

He said the burn box is
a rolloff box about 22 feet
long that gets up to 2,500
degrees and is run by a
diesel generator.

O’Neill said once the
trees and branches are
ground up and larger
trees are left, city
employees will go
through and put good
logs in a separate pile. He
said residents should
wait until the grinding is
done and they can call
the baling facility and get
permission to cut the
good logs.
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