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ND Supreme
Court allows
landowner
challenge to
CO2 storage
law to proceed

Case could have
implications for
Summit, other
energy industry
projects

BY JEFF BEACH AND
JACOB ORLEDGE
North Dakota Monitor

BISMARCK — The
North Dakota Supreme
Court has ordered a lower
court to take another look
at a legal challenge relat-
ed to underground
carbon dioxide storage
projects — a case that
could have long-term
effects on carbon pipe-
lines, ethanol producers
and power plants.

The Northwest Land-
owners Association, a
North Dakota group
formed to defend proper-
ty rights, is suing the
state of North Dakota
and the state Industrial
Commission, which
approves permits for per-
manent underground
storage of carbon
dioxide.

The association in 2023
sued over a state law that
requires landowners to
allow carbon dioxide stor-
age beneath their proper-
ty if 60% of the affected
landowners agree to the
project, a procedure
referred to as

amalgamation. The group
argues the law is uncon-
stitutional because it
allows companies to use
private property without
letting landowners use
the court system to argue
for just compensation.

The Supreme Court
gave landowners a partial
win, reversing a district
court judge’s opinion that
affects carbon storage,
but upholding the judge’s
rulings on two other
property rights issues.

The outcome of the
case could affect the Sum-
mit Carbon Solutions
pipeline project, which
proposes to gather carbon
dioxide from ethanol
plants in five states and
bring it to North Dakota
for underground storage.

Summit, Minnkota
Power and Basin Electric
Power Cooperative have
joined the state in defend-
ing the law. The compa-
nies have argued that an
adverse ruling could pre-
vent the use of carbon
capture technology in
some cases, threatening
North Dakota’s energy
industry.

A judge had previously
ruled that landowners
had missed their window
of opportunity to sue.
Northeast Judicial Dis-
trict Judge Anthony
Swain Benson dismissed
the lawsuit last August,
ruling that the law passed
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Kyle Martin / For the North Dakota Monitor
North Dakota Supreme Court Justices, from left,
Douglas Bahr, Daniel Crothers, Jon Jensen, Lisa Fair
McEvers and Jerod Tufte hear arguments Dec. 18,
2023, in a case involving Summit Carbon Solutions and

landowners.
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JAMESTOWN

he Jamestown
Parks and
Recreation District

lost more than 450 trees
from severe weather on
June 20-21 and Aug. 8,
according to Erik Laber,
city forester.

McElroy Park in
Jamestown lost 84 trees
from the severe weather
on Aug. 8 after the James-
town Parks and Recre-
ation District lost around
380 trees in all its parks
from the storms on June
20-21, Laber said.

“The impact just from
the environmental and
the aesthetic aspects is
difficult and it’s going to
take us years, generations
to recover and recreate
what was once there,”
said Amy Walters, execu-
tive director of the
Jamestown Parks and
Recreation District.

Meidinger Park in
southwest Jamestown
also had tree damage as
well, she said.

“McElroy Park took the
brunt of this last storm,”

JAMESTOWN, NORTH DAKOTA
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Three men stroll through McElroy Park on Thursday, Aug 21, where many trees were uprooted or destroyed during
severe weather on June 20-21 and Aug. 8.

84 TREES LOST IN
MCELROY PARK FROM
SEVERE WEATHER ON AUG. 8

Jamestown Parks and Recreation District lost around 380 trees
in all its parks from the storms on June 20 21, C|ty forester says

A picnic table stayed out of harm’s way as large trees fell on and damaged playground

equipment at McElroy Park.

Walters said. “We had
lots of major tree dam-
age. We had a pretty large
tree come down on the
playground equipment, a
lot of damage to Trapper
Field and then the youth
softball fields in that area
as well. So we’ve got a lot

of damaged fencing and
all of those things.”
Walters said it’s diffi-
cult to assess the total
amount of damage
because insurance
doesn’t typically cover
downed trees in the parks
unless it causes property

damage.

“You can’t really put a
price on replacing a 30-,
40-, 50-year-old tree,” she
said.

The Jamestown Parks
and Recreation
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ANNIVERSARY

Celebrating 65
Years

Donald &
Guthmiller  will
their 65th Wedding
Anniversary Sunday,
August 31, 2025. Please
help them celebrate with a
Card Shower; send to 224
5th Avenue SE - Suite 1,
Jamestown North Dakota
58401.

Delilah
celebrate
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Abby Makay / WDAY News

Wes Hull of Hull Apiaries in Battle Lake, Minnesota,
checks a hive. He and his brother, Jeff, are following in
the footsteps of their father and grandfather, who started
the family business in the late 1800s. But like honey
producers nationwide, the Hulls are losing colonies.
Mites, pesticides and more appear to be the culprits.

‘The bees are just
not surviving’

Area honey
producers say
they are losing
colonies at

alarming rate

BY KEVIN WALLEVAND
WDAY

BATTLE LAKE, Minn.
— The numbers alone are
troubling. In the bread-
basket of honey produc-
tion, nearly all beekeep-
ers are witnessing more
than half their bee colo-
nies collapsing.

North Dakota is No. 1
and Minnesota is No. 5 in
honey production in the
U.S. But veteran beekeep-
ers are worried about the
future of the industry.

The Hull family near
Battle Lake has been pro-
ducing honey since the
late 1800s.

“This is a bee smoker,
we use it when we need to
control the bees when we
need to get in there and
work,” said Wes Hull of
Hull Apiaries. “These
bees have been working
on buckwheat.”

Wes and his brother,
Jeff, have close to 80 loca-
tions in west-central Min-
nesota. A total of 3,500
hives overall in Minneso-
ta and Louisiana.

“We’re going to go
down below and hopeful-
ly see some nice full
frames. I am just going to
give them a little more
smoke,” Wes said as he
gave a tour Tuesday, Aug.
26. “If every hive did this,
we would have no
worries.”

But lately, the Hull
brothers have joined
other honey producers in
sounding the alarm.

Their bee colonies are
collapsing. The reason or
reasons? Viruses carry-
ing mites and more. The
Hull family has been in
the business for more
than a century and even
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they are stumped. What
is going on?

“It is a mixed bag, a
loss of forage and a cli-
mate that is uncertain,”
Wes said. “We lost right
around 50%, 55% and we
have had four tough years
where we lost 40-50%.”

Like many honey pro-
ducers, the Hull brothers
send their hives out to
California where they
pollinate almond trees.
But recently, there has
been a huge problem.

“We are going to sound
like we don’t know what
we are doing but a lot of
the time you don’t know
why you are losing hives.
You sample for mites, the
mite load is low. You ship
them to California and
you lose 50% and that is
what we are seeing. When
we ship them out in the
fall, they look good but
the bees are just not sur-
viving,” Wes said.

Wes and Jeff followed
in the footsteps of their
father and grandfather.
Extracting honey in the
summer. Sometimes three
harvest a summer. Not
anymore. Those glory
days are hard to match.
Too many unknowns. The
problem is making every-
one else realize we need
bees to grow our food.

“I think a lot of it has
to do with nutrition and
the pollen they are col-
lecting. Some of the
insecticides and herbi-
cides on the plants and I
don’t think it creates
healthy conditions for the
bees and it is not just
here in west-central Min-
nesota but all over the
United States,” Jeff said.

The USDA and other
scientists nationwide are
studying the bee colony
losses, in hopes of help-
ing honey producers get
some solutions.

For more information,
see the Minnesota Honey
Producers Associated
website.

Photos by John M. Steiner/ The Jamestown Sun

Trees fell everywhere in McElroy Park and damaged property.
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Commission is expected
to approve an emergency
declaration at its regular
meeting on Sept. 8 for the
damage caused by the
severe weather on Aug. 8

Laber said at least 50%
of the trees in Jamestown
were affected by the June
20-21 storms. He said the
trees were either
destroyed, tipped over,
had major damage or
some damage.

He said anywhere from
300 to 1,000 trees were
affected from the severe
weather on Aug. 8. Some
trees already weakened
from June 20-21 storms
are showing more signs
of decline or damage, he
said.

“If it was already lean-
ing, leaning more, some
of them that were leaning
quite a bit tipped clear
over,” Laber said. “Hav-
ing the rain with it didn’t
help because that soft-
ened up the ground.”

Severe weather on Aug.
8 caused significant dam-
age, primarily to trees,
over the southern part of
Jamestown with the larg-
est damage generally
between Foxtrot Road on
the west and 10th Avenue
East on the east, resulting
in a path length of about
2 miles, according to the
National Weather Ser-
vice. The NWS said the
width of the greatest
damage stretched from
near 17th Street on the
south end to around 11th
Street on the north, about
a half a mile.

“In that strip, it was
50% or better,” Laber
said, referring to the
amount of trees damaged
from the severe weather
on Aug. 8. “The rest of
the city, it wasn’t quite so
bad. ... In the area that
was worst affected, at
least half of them either
were damaged or tipped
over or had things
thrown into them that
broke branches, etc.”

Laber said ash, spruce
and Linden trees were
mostly affected from the
severe weather on Aug. 8.

“There were other
things too that were
affected but ... it was still
the same three species
that were really hit the
hardest again,” he said.

Walters said the Parks
and Recreation District
had to address the safety
concerns in the parks
from the downed trees
and then removed trees
from the roadways. She
said employees are work-
ing to clean up the other
downed trees and branch-

es from the parks.

She said it has been
challenging to remove
some of the affected trees
because of the moisture.
The ground is too soft in
some areas such as the
sensory garden at Solien-
Denault Park, she said.

Walters also said the
district has a small crew
and employees need to
complete daily or weekly
tasks as well as complet-
ing other projects before
winter. She said the dis-
trict’s employees have put
in many hours to clean
up the trees in the parks.

She said the employees
have to do hard work and
their safety needs to be
prioritized as well.

“We need to give them
the rest that they need
and an environment to be
able to get that work
done,” Walters said. “So
it’s been a challenge for
our organization.”

Working to plant new
trees

Laber said a new grant
program just became
available through the
North Dakota Forest Ser-
vice for removal and
replacement of ash trees.
He said he’s not sure on
the rules and require-
ments of that grant but it
probably cannot be used
for downed trees.

He said a grant was
used to remove some poor
quality trees and ash
trees that were healthy
but had forked trunks in
McElroy Park, making
them more likely to break
and damage property
during severe weather
with high wind speeds.

“We’re just kind of
being hard on the ash
trees so that anything
that does have a problem,
you get it out before
emerald ash borer hits or
before it turns into a
problem,” Laber said.

He said the city plans
to apply for a grant to
plant trees on 2nd, 3rd
and 4th Avenue

A shed near the horseshoe pit area at McEIroy Park was
overturned during the severe weather on Aug. 8

Southeast. The city previ-
ously was awarded two
grants to remove trees
from boulevards in those
areas, Laber said.

He said the goal is to
diversify the types of
trees that are being plant-
ed. Ash trees make up
about 45% of the tree
population on public
property.

“If that’s any indica-
tion of what’s on private
property, that’s not a good
deal,” Laber said. “The
more diverse we can get
when we’re planting, at
least then if something
comes down the line - a
new bug or new fungus or
something - then maybe
you only lose 5% or 10%
of your trees, not 45%.”

Walters said diversify-
ing the trees in the parks
will keep the Parks and
Recreation District ahead
of emerald ash borer. She
said ash trees make up a
majority of trees in the
parks.

She said the district
has a budget for forestry,
allowing the district to
continuously plant new
trees.

“Obviously, the signifi-
cant damage is going to
accelerate that,” she said.

Although other areas in
Jamestown would have
been prioritized, she said
McElroy Park will likely
become a priority.

Walters said the dis-
trict will seek additional
grants and work with the

North Dakota Forest Ser-
vice to secure additional
funding. She said the dis-
trict is working with con-
sultants on a North Dako-
ta Forest Service grant
for landscape planning in
Liechty and McElroy
parks.

“A large part of that
does involve planning for
forestry, tree planting,
landscape design, so we’ll
be looking to wrap that
up here and in the next
couple of months,” she
said. “We’ll have a strong
plan then to carry us
through.”

Laber said grants may
be available through the
Jamestown Community
Foundation for planting
trees on boulevards.

“If people did lose a
tree, if they get a hold of
me, we can try to work on
getting a new tree there
and then they can get a
little rebate for it,” he
said.

Laber said residents
should check their trees
for cracks, heaved roots
and broken, hanging
branches. Residents
should also check if the
trees are tipping or have
split trunks.

He also said residents
needing work done on
trees can check the city
of Jamestown’s website
for licensed arborists,
noting 11 arborists are
now licensed by the city.
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NOTICE

Please note that due to the Labor Day Holiday, there will be NO garbage or
recycling collection on Monday, September 1, 2025.

All routes will be delayed one day.

City offices will be closed Monday, September 1, 2025.
Regular hours will resume Tuesday, September 2, 2025.

For questions regarding garbage collection, call the Baling Facility at
701-252-5223 and questions regarding recycling, call 701-320-9218.




