
Hillsboro Banner
Friday, February 21, 2025B8 Sports

MayPort Area sophomore Aaden Aarsvold battles a Red River junior Griffen 
Haagenson for a loose puck in their East Region tournament game at Eagles 
Arena in Grand Forks on Tuesday night.
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By CORY ERICKSON                                                                                                      
WEST FARGO – The final 

two minutes of MayPort Area’s 
East Region tournament play-in 
game felt like the longest two 
minutes of Kaden Hogfoss’s 
life.

Down by a goal Saturday, the 
West Fargo Sheyenne hockey 
team pulled its goaltender with 
2:13 left in the game to give the 
Mustangs a one-man advantage 
on offense.

With the MayPort Area 
crowd on its feet at the West 
Fargo Sports Arena, the Ice 
Dawgs and Hogfoss, a sopho-
more goalie, weathered a 61-
shot barrage from the Mustangs 
to win 3-2 and clinch the Ice 
Dawgs’ first-ever postseason 
win as a high school team. 

“I knew it was going to be a 
battle, but I thought that if we 
came out hard we could win it,” 
said Hogfoss, who stopped 59 
shots in the game. 

“Those last two minutes felt 
like forever, with everybody in 
front of the net whacking at the 
puck trying to get a goal,” he 
added. “It took every one of our 
guys today.”

A trio of MayPort Area ju-
niors scored Saturday despite 
mustering only 11 shots on net 
against Sheyenne goaltender 
Ben Richter.

Ice Dawgs forward Wyatt 
Heskin notched his team-lead-
ing 27th goal of the season on a 
breakaway chance five minutes 
into the first period.

Heskin faked Richter to his 
blocker side before sneaking 
the puck past the goalie’s skate 
to give the Ice Dawgs their first-
ever lead in seven postseason 
games.

“Once we scored that first 
goal – I mean, we always knew 
it was possible to win this, but 
we really said it in our minds 
and it just took off from there,” 
said Ice Dawgs senior captain 
Jonathan Muhs.

After Sheyenne had a goal 
waved off minutes later due to 
a dislodged net, the Mustangs 
tied the game at 1-1 with an 
even-strength goal from Jame-
son Allen.

But the resilient Ice Dawgs 
got the lead back 36 seconds 
at the 10:48 mark, with junior 
Corbin Schreiner getting a 
breakaway chance and batting 

in a rebound to make it 2-1.
That lead held into the sec-

ond period when MayPort Area 
found a loose puck out in front 
of Schreiner.

Brayden Caron reversed di-
rections and wristed a shot past 
a ducking Mustangs defender.

Schreiner saw the puck late 
and couldn’t get his glove up in 
time to block the net.

The raucous MayPort Area 
fans sent a roar through the 
arena with the team now ahead 
3-1 despite being outshot 42-9 
through two periods.

“They did have a heck of 
a lot of shots, but we blocked 
more today than we ever have,” 
said Ice Dawgs coach Mickey 
Munson.

“I think (Hogfoss) had good 
looks at most of them and he 
stood on his head. He’s one 
of the main components why 
we’re moving on.”

The Ice Dawgs may have felt 
the pressure a little in the third 
period, however.

The squad received a power 
play at the 5:57 mark but mus-
tered no shots on goal during 
the two-minute stretch.

Instead, the Mustangs con-
trolled the tempo and scored 
8:20 into the third to pull within 
3-2, causing Munson to use his 
team’s timeout to calm things.

“It almost felt like they were 
on the power play,” Munson 
said. “But they weren’t rush-
ing it, either, so it was just more 
time off the clock for us.”

Sheyenne kept up the pres-
sure in the latter half of the 
period, with Hogfoss and the 
Ice Dawgs defense fending off 
a number of scrums in front of 
the net. 

With 2:13 left on the clock, 
Mustangs coach David Benson 
called a timeout to set up an of-
fense and pull Richter.

However, Hogfoss, who 
stopped 18 of 19 shots in the 
third period, didn’t budge as 
time ran out.

Muhs said the team felt con-
fident coming in, and that con-
fidence grew as the game went 
on.

“This is what we build up for 
all year. This is our one game, 
so we had to be (confident),” 
the captain said.

Saturday’s win was the first 
postseason victory for the Ice 
Dawgs since making the switch 
to high school hockey in 2017. 

The program, which pre-
viously played at the Junior 
Gold level in the North Dakota 
Amateur Hockey Association, 
became a North Dakota High 
School Activities Association 
independent team for the 2017-

18 school year and was granted 
an automatic No. 10 seed for 
the East Region hockey tourna-
ment for the 2018-19 season.

In the first year as the No. 10 
seed, the Ice Dawgs lost 8-0 to 
Devils Lake despite finishing 
the season with a 17-5 record.

In 2020, MayPort Area fell 
4-2 to Grafton-Park River be-
fore being outscored by a com-
bined 16-4 to the West Fargo 
Packers in three straight play-in 
contests from 2021 to 2023. 

Last season, the Ice Dawgs 
were outshot 67-5 in a 6-0 loss 
to Fargo Davies.

That postseason losing 
streak snapped Saturday, send-
ing MayPort Area to play No. 
2 seed Grand Forks Red River 
Tuesday evening. 

“This is the first step in pro-
gram history,” Munson said. 
“We want to make a name for 
Ice Dawgs hockey and it started 
today.”

“We’ve been dreaming about 
this for, well, it’s my fourth year 
on the high school team,” Muhs 
added.

“Whether we win all of our 
games this season or lose all 
of them, we’re still the No. 10 
seed and we’re still playing this 
play-in game, so really every 
practice, every game just builds 
up to this.”

EAST REGION PLAY-IN GAME

By CORY ERICKSON                                                                                                      
GRAND FORKS – MayPo-

rt Area held tough for one pe-
riod but didn’t have an answer 
to Grand Forks Red River’s of-
fense Tuesday in the East Re-
gion hockey quarterfinals.

The Roughriders, the No. 
2 seed in the tournament and 
a perennial power in the state 
of North Dakota, outshot the 
Ice Dawgs 46-4 in a 7-0 win at 
Eagles Arena.

Five Red River players were 
involved in the scoring, which 
opened 3:10 into the second 
period after MayPort Area 
held the Roughriders scoreless 
through the first 17 minutes.

“We haven’t played many 
games like that this year where 
the other team can throw four 
lines at you and they all go 100 
miles an hour,” said Ice Dawgs 
coach Mickey Munson.

“Our guys got to see what 
tournament play is like and, 
you know, moving forward, we 
know what we have to do to 
compete for 51 minutes.”

Tuesday’s loss sent May-
Port Area into a loser-out game 
today (Friday) against Devils 
Lake at 1:30 p.m. at Purpur 
Arena in Grand Forks.

The Firebirds had a lopsided 
7-1 win over the Ice Dawgs 
Jan. 14 in Mayville but Munson 
said he saw several positives 
from his team in Tuesday’s loss 
to Red River. 

The Ice Dawgs laid two 
clean hits on Roughriders play-
ers in the opening minutes and 
limited Red River to 11 shots 
on goal in the first period.

“We knew we had to be 
physical, and we had to take 
time and space away from 
them and we did a good job of 
it,” Munson said.

“The first period is prob-
ably the best period of hockey 
we’ve played all year. It didn’t 
result in any scoring opportuni-
ties for us, but we kept one of 

the best teams in the state off 
the board for a period.”

The Ice Dawgs had two 
shots against Red River goalie 
Rilan Korynta in the opening 
minutes but were limited to 
only two more shots over the 
final two and a half periods.

MayPort Area held strong 
through the first three min-
utes of the second period, but 
Roughrider senior Spencer 
Vetsch snuck a puck just past 
the pads of Ice Dawgs goalie 
Kaden Hogfoss to open the 
scoring.

Red River’s Ryan Wasvick 
then found the back of the net 
on a one-timer 1:17 later.

MayPort Area’s defense 
held strong over the next six 
minutes, but Rylan Bydal got 
a one-on-one chance and de-
ked Hogfoss to his blocker side 
before sneaking the puck past 
the goalie’s glove to make the 
score 3-0 with 6:42 left in the 
period.

Kale Gruenberg added a 
breakaway goal a minute later 
to head into the second inter-
mission with Red River up 4-0.

“They’re quick,” Munson 
said. “They move that puck 
north and south really well and 
caught us in a line change and 
they capitalized.”

In the third periods, the 
Roughriders got credit on an 
own-goal by the Ice Dawgs six 
seconds into the period after a 
miscommunication between 
Hogfoss and a defender. 

Bydal and Vetsch each add-
ed another goal later in the pe-
riod for the final score of 7-0.

Munson said the team will 
need to bring the same intensi-
ty against Devils Lake that they 
opened Tuesday’s game with.

“I don’t think we showed 
up when we played Devils 
Lake last time,” the coach said. 
“This is tournament play. It’s 
got to be fast and hard and you 
don’t take your shift off.”

WON FOR THE AGES

Ice Dawgs hold off 
Red River early but 
Roughriders roll

EAST REGION QUARTERFINAL

MayPort Area falls to GF 
team 7-0 in quarterfinal

Ice Dawgs sophomore Carter Anderson, right, works against Red River senior 
Rylan Bydal in the first period of Tuesday’s 7-0 Roughriders win.

MayPort Area goalie Kaden Hogfoss, left, stops a shot from West Fargo Sheyenne senior Cye Hassler Saturday in the East Region play-in game in West Fargo.
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Ice Dawgs make history with 3-2 win over WF Sheyenne

MayPort Area senior captain Jonathan Muhs, center, hugs sophomore goalie Kaden Hogfoss while teammate Wyatt Heskin 
looks on after last Saturday’s East Region play-in game win over West Fargo Sheyenne at West Fargo Sports Arena.


