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retreat. Water features run the gamut from

BACKYARD garden ponds to koi ponds to fountains to hot

CONTINUED FROM 11 tubs. Homeowners can identify which feature
best aligns with their idea of relaxation
« Set up multiple gathering spaces, if possible. and then work with a landscape architect to
Once a backyard retreat is established, everyone ensure it's installed in their backyard oasis.
who calls the property home might find the « Don't forget shade. Temperatures are rising in
space hard to resist. Keep this in mind when many areas of the globe, and that's worth noting
planning the space and aim to set up multiple when planning a backyard retreat. Even the most
gathering spaces. An outdoor kitchen with a ardent sun worshippers likely won't want to be
nearby dinner table can be a great space to exposed to the sun at all times when relaxing in
enjoy al fresco dining, but a separate area to their backyards. Strategically chosen means of
read a book or watch a movie or ballgame can providing shade can make spaces enjoyable all
make the space more versatile. Some may want day long. Consider umbrellas, gazebos, pergolas
to relax away from the noise of the grill area, and even retractable awnings to cover patios
and multiple gathering spaces ensures there's and decks when the sun is at its highest each
always a peaceful spot to unwind out back. afternoon. If you plan to spend ample time in
- Add a water feature. Running water has a the grass, make that more enjoyable by planting
way of calming the nerves, and that's good shade trees, which also can protect the grass from Shutterstock
to keep in mind when planning a backyard drought and make it more comfortable underfoot. Multiple gathering spaces can enhance a backyard.
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