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MayPort-CG sophomore Paetyn Strand gets high-fived after scoring against Grafton Saturday in the Region 2 quarterfinals at MPCG High School. The Patriots went on to win 10-6 after rallying in the sixth inning.

DELIVERING IN THE CLUTCH

Strand sisters come up big in MPCG’s come-from-behind win

By COLE SHORT

MAYVILLE - A highlight-
reel catch by sophomore Paetyn
Strand and an inside-the-park
home run by her senior sister,
Parker, may have saved MayPo-
rt-CG’s season Saturday.

Paetyn Strand delivered a
diving, bases-load catch with
two outs in the top of the sixth
inning with the Patriots trailing
Grafton 5-4 in a single-elimina-
tion showdown in the Region 2
softball tournament.

After MPCG tied the game
5-5 in the bottom of the frame,
Parker Strand crushed a two-run
home run as part of a six-run
rally, allowing MPCG to keep
its season alive with a 10-6 win.

The Patriots followed their
come-from-behind victory over
the Spoilers on Saturday with a
dominant 22-4 win over Pembi-
na County North Monday, send-
ing MPCG to the Region 2 title
game Thursday afternoon.

MPCG head coach Keenan
Konschak said the Patriots had a
strong performance from fresh-
man Bailey Bergstrom in the
pitching circle and delivered late
at the plate to beat the Spoilers.

“It was pretty touch and go
there for a while and we gave
up a few unearned runs, which
has hurt us at times this season,”
Konschak said Wednesday.

“But Bailey pitched a great
game and battled out there.

Patriots junior Hudson Zerface fields a throw at third base Saturday against Grafton.
Zerface and her team faced Thompson in the Region 2 championship Thursday.

For some reason, we play bet-
ter when our backs are against
the wall but we responded and
pulled out the win.”

Grafton scored three runs
in the first inning to pull ahead
early but MPCG answered with
a run when Parker Strand scored
on a fielder’s choice in the bot-
tom of the frame.

The Patriots surged ahead 4-3
in the third on an RBI triple that
ricocheted off the center-field
fence by junior Hudson Zerface,
a sac fly by junior Bryn Kritz-
berger and a run-scoring passed
ball.

Head coach Courtney Her-

nandez’s Spoilers squad re-
sponded with two runs in the
fourth and led 5-4 before load-
ing the bases with two outs in
the top of the sixth inning.

But Paetyn Strand made a
diving catch in right to end the
scoring threat and keep MPCG
within a run.

“Paetyn has struggled at
times in the outfield but that
catch saved our season,” Kon-
schak said. “If that ball gets past
her, they score three runs. That
was the play of the game for
sure.”

Eighth-grader Hadley Ver-
west reached base on a one-out

walk in the bottom of the sixth,
stole second and crossed home
plate on a bunt by senior Alicia
Foss to tie the game 5-5.

Two batters later, Parker
Strand crushed a go-ahead, in-
side-the-park home run to right
field to give MPCG a 7-5 cush-
ion.

“That was huge. She hit the
ball past their outfielder and she
has the speed to score on a play
like that,” Konschak said.

The Patriots added three in-
surance runs later in the inning
on a two-run RBI single by
Kritzberger and an RBI single
to center by senior Brooklyn
Galde.

The Spoilers scored one run
in the top of the seventh but
Bergstrom finished the game
with a strikeout and a ground-
out to second base to clinch the
10-6 win.

MPCG’s semifinal matchup
with Pembina County North was
less dramatic as the Patriots led
the Grizzlies 18-0 after three in-
nings and coasted to a 22-4 vic-
tory.

Zerface recorded a solo shot
in the first inning and MPCG
scored three times in the sec-
ond on a two-run RBI double by
junior Taylor Anderson and an
RBI double by Parker Strand.

The Patriots exploded for 13
runs in the third inning to put the
game out of reach.

The 13-run barrage included
two more home runs by Zer-
face, an RBI single and double
by Verwest and a two-run RBI
double to left by Foss.

“We started smashing the
ball that third inning,” Konschak
said. “The wind was blowing
out and we were hitting the ball
in the gap. It was a fun game and
was probably the best one we
have played this year in terms of
our hitting and defense.”

The Patriots tacked on five
runs in the top of the fourth be-
hind RBI singles by senior Madi
Sand, Paetyn Strand and Galde.

Bergstrom picked up the
win in the circle. The freshman
right-hander tossed four innings,
struck out six and allowed one
earned run.

The Region 2 tournament
was postponed by rain Tuesday
and Wednesday, forcing orga-
nizers to hold the tournament’s
championship game between
MPCG and Thompson at 3 p.m.
Thursday.

The winner in the showdown
between the Patriots and Tom-
mies advanced to the state Class
B tournament at North Dakota
State’s Tharaldson Park May
29-31.

The loser of the region cham-
pionship game was scheduled to
play Carrington in a state-qual-
ifying matchup around 5 p.m.
Thursday.

Burros faced
top-ranked
Squirrels in
title game
H-CV SOFTBALL
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The Vikings tied it at 5-5 in
the bottom half of the inning
after a solo shot by Elyanna
Schmitz. H-CV responded
with two runs in the top of the
fifth thanks to an RBI single
by junior Kyah Chenault and
a Vikings error.

The Burros had a 7-5 lead
and added to it in the top of
the seventh off an RBI double
by freshman Alexis Iverson.

H-CV finished with three
extra-base hits, and Iverson
had two of the Burros’ four
stolen bases.

“We didn’t show all the
cards we have up our sleeve
during the regular season with
these teams,” Erickson said
about playing the Vikings for
a third time this season.

“We’re not just a one-di-
mensional offensive team, so
we showed Kindred a little
bit of that and I think it threw
them off a bit. We still have
more up our sleeve that we’re
hoping to be able to unveil
here over the next couple of
games.”

Due to wet weather con-
ditions, it was announced on
Tuesday that the region tour-
nament would conclude on
Thursday in Casselton.

The Burros faced No. 1
seed Central Cass in the cham-
pionship game at 4 p.m., with
a state-qualifier game follow-
ing at 6 p.m.

Win over Pirates

Erickson’s crew opened
the Region 1 tournament on
Saturday with a 15-3 win over
Hankinson-Fairmount-Ro-
sholt-Campbell/Tintah-Lidg-
erwood in Casselton.

H-CV outscored the Pirates
57-10 in three games this sea-
son.

“It was a really cold, tough
game to play in, just mentally
and physically but the kids
played well,” Erickson said.

“Megan (Ensign) pitched
a great game, and offensively,
we did what we needed to do.”

Ensign, the Burros’ senior
pitcher, struck out eight bat-
ters in five innings and al-
lowed three hits and three
runs. She threw 92 pitches, 49
of them went for strikes.

Kittelson finished 3-for-
4 with three hits, including a
double, and had a team-high
four RBIs.

Hatlestad also had a double
and added three RBIs, while
Iverson and Quam finished
with one triple each and com-
bined for three hits.

The Burros had 11 hits in
their 15-3 victory and stole
nine bases, with Quam and
freshman Chloe Theis com-
bining for nearly half of them.

By CORY ERICKSON

Keaton Saastad is hoping to
move up the podium in the final
track meet of his high school ca-
reer.

The MayPort-CG senior fin-
ished sixth in the 400-meter
dash and was fourth across 200
meters in last year’s state track
meet.

Qualified for four events in
this year’s state meet, which
opened yesterday (Thursday) at
the MDU Resources Communi-
ty Bowl in Bismarck, the stand-

MAYPORT-CG TRACK & FIELD

Patriots head west to state track meet

out sprinter is hoping to beat his
results from the junior season.

“He’s been competitive all
season, with first- or second-
place finishes throughout the
year,” said Patriots track coach
Tressta Kunkel.

Saastad has the 11th fastest
time — 51.44 seconds — in this
year’s 400-meter dash, only .08
second away from the top-eight
times.

Saastad also is seeded 11th
coming into the 100-meter dash
with a time of 11.19 seconds.
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His strongest event, the
200-meter dash, is where he
hopes to shine.

The Patriots senior is seeded
No. 2 in the event with a time of
22.04 seconds.

“This meet will push him a
little more. He definitely wants
to be at the top of the podium,”
Kunkel said.

Two MPCG boys relay
teams will compete at the meet,
with the 4x200-meter relay —
composed of Saastad, Noah
Djibonon, Wyatt Perkins and

Brayden Caron — seeded 13th

in the event, holding a time of

1:34.08.

Those runners competed
Thursday after the Banner went
to press for the week.

Djibonon, Caron, Wyatt Per-
kins and seventh-grader Ethan
Perkins will compete in the fi-
nal event of the meet, the boys
4x400-meter relay, which they

qualified for with a time of

MPCG TRACK
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MayPort-CG sophomore Ella Flaten, right, will compete individually in the pole vault
and as part of the girls 4x100-meter relay team this weekend at the state track meet.
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