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Hillsboro-Central Valley runners, from left, Caroline Anderson, Myla Kaldor, Addison 
Saure and Claire Grinde pose following their state title in the 4x800-meter relay.
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Racing to the top in Bismarck
By CORY ERICKSON

BISMARCK, N.D. – A num-
ber of local athletes reached the 
pinnacle of high school track 
and field at last week’s state 
meet May 23-25.

Seventh-grader Claire Grinde 
led the Hillsboro-Central Valley 
girls track team to its first-ever 
state championship Saturday, 
clinching three individual state 
titles as well as anchoring the 
girls 4x800-meter relay team – 

composed of Grinde, Caroline 
Anderson, Addison Saure and 
Myla Kaldor – which finished 
first Friday evening.

Grinde won the 800-, 1,600- 
and 3,200-meter runs at the 
event, opening her track career 

much the way she opened her 
cross-country career last fall – 
with the rest of the field chasing 
her.

H-CV’s girls team was aided 
by points from Anderson in the 
1,600- and 3,200-meter runs as 
well as the girls 4x400-meter re-
lay and senior Kennedy Olsen, 
who was sixth in the 400.

MayPort-CG senior Keaton 
Saastad saw a fitting end to his 
short track career. 

The Patriots star won a state 
title in the 100-meter dash Sat-
urday and set a new state Class 
B record of 10.87 seconds.

He also finished runner up in 
the 200-meter race, improving 
on his junior year – his first sea-
son in the sport.

Hatton-Northwood junior 
Elizabeth Pinke finished runner 
up in the shot put and discus. 

More results can be found in 
Section B of this week’s Banner.

Led by Grinde, Burros clinch state Class B girls track title
INSIDE

n Hillsboro-Central Valley 
track coverage. Page B1.
n MayPort-CG state track 

coverage. Page B1.

By COLE SHORT
Dave Schill’s stint in educa-

tion nearly ended after one year, 
so the longtime Hillsboro High 
School counselor may be as sur-
prised as anyone by the length 
of his professional career.

After 37 years in education 
– the past 31 spent as a school 
counselor in Hillsboro – Schill 
stepped down and shuffled into 
retirement at the end of the 

2024-25 school year.
Growing up, the 61-year-

old Lakota, N.D. native always 
planned on working in a school 
one day. His mother taught chil-
dren in a one-room school for 
12 years and his older brother 
served as Schill’s fourth-grade 
teacher in elementary school.

Schill graduated from Lakota 
High School in 1982, earned 
his undergraduate degree from 

Valley City State in 1987 and 
landed his first job out of col-
lege teaching tech ed in Barnes-
ville, Minn.

There was only one problem. 
Schill’s first year in teaching 
nearly turned into his last.

“I hated it,” Schill said 
with a laugh Tuesday. “And I 

TURNING THE PAGE

SCHILL
Continued on page 7

Galesburg, N.D., native Wayne Satrom, former national vice commander of the American Legion, spoke to a crowd of 
roughly 90 people Monday at the Hillsboro Memorial Day program, held in the Hillsboro Events Center.
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By CORY ERICKSON
Nearly 90 people, including 

more than a dozen U.S. service 
members, attended Monday’s 
Memorial Day program inside 
the Hillsboro Events Center.

Veterans who served in the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Ma-
rine Corps and National Guard 
were on hand for the ceremony, 
which lasted nearly 40 minutes. 

Wayne Satrom, a Gales-
burg, N.D., native who served 
as national vice commander 
with the American Legion, was 
Monday’s guest speaker. 

A current West Fargo resi-
dent, Satrom told the audience 
that the term “hero” is often 
used but not for the right rea-
sons.

“There are sports heroes, 
action heroes and political 
heroes, but there is no other 
group deserving the title more 
than the one million men and 
women who have sacrificed 

their lives for this nation,” 
Satrom said Monday.

A graduate of Clifford-
Galesburg High School, 
Satrom spent six years in the 
North Dakota Army National 
Guard from 1964 to 1970.

He served as the national 
American Legion vice com-
mander from 2013 to 2014 and 
was the department command-
er for the North Dakota Ameri-
can Legion from 2005 to 2006.

Memorial Day speaker Satrom 
honors nation’s heroes Monday

MEMORIAL DAY
Continued on page 7

City pools across 
Traill County set 
to open in June

By COLE SHORT
Swimmers should be able to 

take a plunge in public pools 
across Traill County in the next 
two to three weeks.

City officials in Hillsboro, 
Hatton and Mayville reported 
this week that their municipal 
pools are on the verge of mak-
ing their summer debuts – al-
though none has a firm opening 
date.

Casey Eggermont, Hills-
boro’s city auditor, said city 
leaders expect the Woodland 
Park pool to open prior to the 
city’s Hillsboro Days celebra-
tion, which kicks off June 17.

Crews repainted the pool 
this spring but continue to re-
pair the pool’s pumping equip-
ment, she said.

“We’re thinking the pool 
will be open before Hillsboro 
Days. That’s the hope,” Egger-
mont said.

Eggermont said city com-
missioners could discuss a rate 
increase for the pool prior to its 
opening.

Season passes at the Wood-
land Park pool cost $150 for 
families and $75 for individu-
als in 2024. Daily rates were $3 
for adults and $2 for swimmers 

ages 18 and under.
Hatton City Council mem-

ber Ben Naastad said crews are 
rushing to finish the city’s new 
municipal swimming pool be-
ing built along Wheat Avenue.

Wet weather and heavy rains 
in the region created minor de-
lays in the pool’s construction, 
which could push back the ex-
pected opening date of the pool 
from Sunday, June 1 to June 6 
or 7, he said.

“Our target remains June 1 
but we’re losing a little opti-
mism,” Naastad said Tuesday.

Crews have installed the 
pool’s liner and should be fin-
ished putting up fencing by the 
end of the week.

However, a number of 
splash pad features need to be 
installed and the pump rooms 
for the facility’s splash pad and 
main pool are waiting to be 
wired and plumbed, he said.

“Once we get those things 
done, it’s really just waiting on 
the pool to be filled and chlo-
rinated, although that process 
could take a couple days,” Na-
astad said.

Weather delays may push back 
debut of Hatton pool by a week

CITY POOLS
Continued on page 7

Mehus eyed 
to fill spot 
on Mayville 
City Council
By COLE SHORT

MAYVILLE – Members 
of the Mayville City Council 
have zeroed in on a candi-
date to re-
place former 
City Council 
member Bill 
B o h n s a c k , 
who passed 
away at age 
78 on May 1.

M a y o r 
Karl Jorgen-
son recently 
extended an invitation to long-
time resident Wendy Mehus to 
fill Bohnsack’s unexpired term 
on the city council, according 
to City Auditor Gail Olstad.

As long as the city doesn’t 
receive a petition requesting a 
special election to fill the seat, 
Mehus should be appointed to 
the council at its next monthly 
meeting in June, Olstad said 
earlier this week.

“Wendy will fit in and I 
think Bill would have been 
happy with her as his replace-
ment,” Olstad said.

Reached Tuesday morning, 
Mehus said she had been ap-
proached by a current council 
member about tossing her hat 
in the ring to replace Bohn-
sack, a former longtime May-

MAYVILLE SEAT
Continued on page 3

Longtime Hillsboro school counselor 
Schill retiring after 37 years in education
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Longtime 
Hillsboro High 
School counselor 
Dave Schill 
retired at the end 
of the 2024-25 
school year. The 
Lakota, N.D., 
native came to 
Hillsboro prior to 
the start of the 
1994-95 school 
year and spent 
more than 30 
years serving as 
a guidance and 
career counselor 
in the Hillsboro 
Public School 
District.

Mehus

INSIDE
n Mayville, Portland Legion 
posts observe Memorial Day 
at Mayville armory. Page 5.

Members of Hillsboro High School’s 
graduating class of 2025 tossed their 

caps in the air outside the Hillsboro 
Events Center Sunday, May 25 following 

commencement exercises.
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