Sports

Hillsboro Banner
Friday, May 30, 2025

B3

MPCG rallies
from slow start
this spring to
win region title

By COLE SHORT

MAYVILLE - Eleven games
into their season, clinching the
Region 2 championship may
have seemed like a long shot for
head coach Keenan Konschak
and the MayPort-CG Patriots.

Filled with a handful of first-
time starters, last year’s defend-
ing region champs opened the
season 2-9 after playing a brutal
schedule packed with Class A
squads and ranked Class B op-
ponents.

But Konschak never stopped
believing in his young, talent-
ed and sometimes error-prone
squad.

The Patriots rewarded their
coach’s unwavering faith in a
showdown with the No. 1-seed-
ed Thompson Tommies in the
Region 2 championship game
on Thursday, May 22 at MPCG
High School.

Bolstered by a strong outing
in the circle by freshman pitcher
Bailey Bergstrom, MPCG bolt-
ed out to a three-run lead, scored
six times in the third inning and
beat the rival Tommies 10-4.

The  region-title-clinching
victory marked MPCG’s ninth
win in a span of 11 games and
sent the Patriots back to the
state Class B tournament, which
kicked off Thursday morning in
Fargo.

“We started off the year play-
ing the No. 1 or 2 team in Class
A and a handful of top Class
B teams, but we wanted to see
some great competition to start
the season,” Konschak said.

“We were 2-9 and we knew
it was going to take a while to
figure things out, especially with
a number of girls playing new
positions on the field this year.”

MPCG senior Parker Strand,
who was named Region 2’s se-
nior athlete of the year, said her
teammates were ready for the
challenge of taking on the top-
seeded Tommies in the region
title game.

“I’'m not sure a lot of people
believed in us but we came in
believing in ourselves,” the
North Dakota State College of
Science commit said. “We came
out hot and knew what we need-
ed to do.”

MPCG tagged Tommies
starter Abigail Olson for three
runs in the top of the first inning
after senior Madi Sand scored
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MayPort-CG junior Bryn Kritzberger, left, and senior Madi Sand celebrate with teammates after the Patriots’ 10-4 win over Thompson in the Region 2 tournament championship game on Thursday, May 22.

Patriots freshman pitcher Bailey Bergstrom fires a ball to home plate against a
Tommies batter in the Region 2 championship game.

on a passed ball and eighth-
grader Hadley Verwest knocked
in two on a single.

The three-run lead fired up
the Patriots, who were more
vocal in the dugout than usual,
Strand said.

“We play a lot better when
we’re excited on the bench,” she

said. “We were loud and happy
and things were going really
well for us. We wanted to keep
that energy high throughout the
game.”

Head coach Matt Chandler
and the Tommies scored a run
in the bottom of the second in-
ning but couldn’t string together

enough hits against Bergstrom
to take a lead.

The 5-foot-9 right-hander
gave up 13 hits but limited the
Tommies to three runs. She
struck out two and walked four
but seemed locked in from the
first pitch, Konschak said.

“Bailey’s been our No. 1 all
year but she’s improved into one
of the best pitchers in our region
as the season went along,” he
said.

The Patriots broke open the
game with a six-run rally to
surge ahead 9-1 in the top of the
third.

Sophomore Paetyn Strand
and seniors Brooklyn Galde and
Alicia Foss boarded the bases
on walks and MPCG scored one
run on a passed ball and another
on a sac fly to right by Parker
Strand.

Foss raced home on another
passed ball and junior Hudson
Zerface followed with a line-
drive single that allowed two
runs to score after back-to-back
errors by Thompson.

Junior Bryn Kritzberger
capped the six-run rally with
a single to left that knocked in
Zerface.

The Tommies responded with
two runs in the bottom of the
fourth and one in the fifth before
the Patriots added an insurance
run in the sixth on an RBI single
by Verwest.

Thompson beat MPCG twice
during the regular season and
scored nine runs in a single in-
ning in each of those previous
contests.

Knowing that history, Kon-
schak said he didn’t rest easy
until the Patriots forced the Tom-
mies into a groundout at second
base to close out the game.

“We knew we had to keep
making plays throughout the
game but our senior leaders did
a great job of keeping the girls
focused,” he said.

The region championship
sent MPCG’s seniors to their
fourth state tournament in four
years, a fact not lost on Parker
Strand and her fellow seniors.

“I'm super excited because
(the state tournament) is in Far-
g0 so we’re going to have a lot
of people coming to watch us,”
Parker Strand said. “We get to
play on a great field and it’s go-
ing to be super exciting.”

GAME NOTES: Zerface
went 3-for-5 with two runs and
an RBI against the Tommies.
Sand was 2-for-4 with two runs.
Verwest finished 3-for-4 with
three RBIs.

TOURNEY NOTES: Galde,
Kritzberger, Sand and Parker
Strand were named to the Re-
gion 2 all-region team.

STATE MATCHUP: MPCG
faced Des Lacs-Burlington/
Lewis & Clark at 11 a.m. Thurs-
day in the opening round of the
state Class B softball tournament
at Tharaldson Park in Fargo.

The winner of Thursday’s
matchup will play either Hill-
sboro-Central Valley or Velva-
Drake/Anamoose at 1 p.m.
today (Friday). The losers of
the opening-round games will
square off at 11 a.m. today.

Burros, Velva/Drake-Anamoose square off in state tournament
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“We know that Tenley is go-
ing to need to pitch some for us
at the state tournament,” Erick-
son added. “We have two more-
than-capable pitchers to come
in and throw innings for us and
keep us in ball games, so we are
hoping to keep that energy up
here at the state tournament.”

The Burros got a favorable
opening round draw as they
played No. 3 seed Velva-Drake/
Anamoose at 1 p.m. Thursday.

H-CV beat V-D/A 16-6 back
on April 26 in Minot.

The two other teams on the
Burros’ side of the bracket are
No. 2 seed Des-Lacs Burling-
ton/Lewis & Clark and May-
Port-CG.
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LB/L&C 9-5 one day before
they defeated the Aggies.

“We feel pretty good because
we faced their lineup already,”
Erickson said about H-CV’s
first-round opponent.

While the Burros don’t want
to look ahead to any game, Er-
ickson said it would be fun to
face the tournament’s No. 1
seed, Central Cass.

“Our girls want another shot
at Central Cass for that state
championship,” he added.

“I wanted to be on the oppo-
site side of Central Cass because
if we played them, I want it to be
for the state championship.

“We’re looking to face them
at some point in the tournament.
We’re expecting them to be in
the state championship game, so
we want to be right there with
them.”

Paul’s Hom Repair

Paul’s

Paul Geray

436-4676 m Hillsboro

Hometown Repair

Telephone. Television.
Internet.

Discover local reliability

HIC

HALSTAD TELEPHONE COMPANY
How To Connect

you can trust.

701-636-2125

Hillsboro-
Central Valley
senior Peyton
Quam shakes
the hand of
Burros athletic
director Dave
Nelson after
Quam was
named Region
1 senior
athlete of the
year May 22 at
Central Cass
High School.
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SPORTS ON
THE RADIO/TV

W Friday, May 30 and Saturday,
May 31, times TBD, MPCG SB
coverage in the state Class B
softball tournament on KMAV
105.5 FM and yourliveevent.
com (audio only)

B Friday, May 30 and Saturday,
May 31, times TBD, H-CV

SB coverage in the state Class
B softball tournament on
yourliveevent.com (audio only)
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