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Home rule
charter on
the radar
of county
officials

By COLE SHORT
The Traill County Board
of Commissioners on Tuesday
took a preliminary step toward
asking vot-
ers in Traill w
County to ‘ m
consider o

adopting a
home rule
charter.

County TRAILL
Commis- ~ COUNTY
sioner  Ken COMMISSION
Nesvig  of

Buxton kicked off Tuesday’s
discussion by tossing his sup-
port behind a move to home
rule, which would grant the
county government additional
freedoms.

Those freedoms could al-
low Traill County to establish
a countywide sales tax and
allow the county to convert
some of its elected positions
into appointed ones.

Nesvig led off Tuesday’s
talks by assuring residents
that county commissioners
weren’t attempting to push
through home rule as a way to
impose a countywide sales tax
in the near future.

“The first reaction you get
from taxpayers when you talk
(about a home rule charter) is
that we’re going to levy a sales
tax on them. That’s not even
something that’s being consid-
ered,” he said.

However, Nesvig pointed
out upcoming changes in the
state’s property tax system —
and the introduction of a cap
on the ability of county gov-
ernments to raise mills — could
hamper the county’s ability to
generate money for road and
bridge projects.
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School Board
revisiting one
of its earlier
budget cuts

By COLE SHORT

The Hillsboro School Board
on Monday approved three
staffresignations and discussed
whether to
walk  back
one of its
spending || =
cuts for the M=
2025-26 |8
school year
that the board
signed off on
in February.

Hillsboro  DVough
High School Principal Terry
Baesler, transportation di-
rector Kevin Pirkl and high
school math teacher Logan
McAllister submitted resig-
nation notices to the school
board earlier this month.

Baesler turned in his notice
after accepting a job offer to
become the next superinten-
dent of the neighboring North-
ern Cass School District in
rural Hunter, N.D.

In his one-page resigna-
tion letter, Baesler said he was
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REMEMBERING BILL

Former students, colleagues mourning loss
of former MayPort-CG teacher and coach

By COLE SHORT

former MayPort-CG High School science teacher and longtime wrestling,
football and track coach who spent more than 50 years serving children
and community members in his hometown has died.
William “Bill” Bohnsack, a member of the Mayville City Council,
passed away Thursday, May 1 at his home in Mayville following a prolonged battle
with pancreatic cancer, according to an obituary prepared by his family. He was 78.

Friends, colleagues and for-
mer students mourned the death
of Bohnsack, recalling stories
this week of a quick-witted,
wise-cracking teacher and coach
who cared deeply about kids and
his community.

“Bill was a straight shooter.
He was going to tell you — usu-
ally in an unfiltered fashion
— whatever he was thinking,”
said MayPort-CG Superinten-
dent Mike Bradner. “He was an
intelligent and civic-minded guy
who never let moss grow under
his feet.

“He was always looking for
ways to contribute to the com-
munity and he never stepped
away from coaching, even after
he retired from teaching.”

Bohnsack was born in Fargo
but moved as an infant to May-
ville, where he spent most of his
adult life.

Earl and Evelyn Bohnsack’s
son graduated from Mayville
High School in 1964 and later
earned a teaching degree from
Concordia College in Moor-
head, Minn.

Bohnsack spent more than 40

years as a classroom teacher. His
first job landed him in Zeeland,
N.D., about 95 miles southeast
of Bismarck, where he taught
science and physical education
classes.

Bohnsack arrived in the small
town in McIntosh County —
which saw its numbers steadily
dwindle from 427 in 1960 to
313 in 1970 — and convinced the
school to restart its football and
wrestling programs.
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Paying, paving the way for a college degree
Hillsboro Dollars for Scholars chapter doles out a record $133,900

By COLE SHORT

Seniors from Hillsboro High
School planning to further their
education by enrolling at a uni-
versity, college or trade school
in the fall received early gradu-
ation presents this week.

The Hillsboro Dollars for
Scholars chapter awarded a re-
cord $133,900 in scholarships
to 26 seniors during a one-hour
presentation at the high school
Wednesday morning.

Tim Kozojed, president of
the chapter, said the record total
and the average $5,900 schol-
arship given to Hillsboro’s se-
niors were the most shelled out
by the chapter in its 38-year
history.

“This isn’t something every
community offers. It’s unique
and very special,” Kozojed told

students and parents packed in-

side the Hillsboro High School
gymnasium.

“The community that forms
Hillsboro  Public  Schools
and the Hillsboro Dollars for
Scholars chapter is committed
to boosting student success in
Hillsboro.”

The Hillsboro Dollars for
Scholars chapter awarded one
$200 scholarship in its first year
in 1987, although that amount
has increased steadily thanks to
a number of large donations the
past 15 years.

Arnold “Corky” Bakken of
Hillsboro, who died at age 79 in
2010, left the chapter $100,000.

Two years later, the organi-
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Hillsboro
Superintendent
Jon Dryburgh,
right, hands
abook to
senior co-
valedictorian
William Dufner
Wednesday
morning during
the school’s
annual awards
presentation at
Hillsboro High
School.
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