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$1.2M project planned for Nickeus Park

Playground to be the destination at the park

BY KATHY STEINER
The Jamestown Sun

JAMESTOWN

$1.2 million project
is planned for
Nickeus Park that

will include new
playground equipment,
restroom, shelter and
parking.

Amy Walters, executive
director of the Jamestown
Parks and Recreation Dis-
trict, said the district
received a $600,000 match-
ing grant for the project
and work is ongoing to
raise the rest of the funds
to create an all-abilities
inclusive playground and
park.

“... it would be fully
handicap accessible,
including parking, rest-
room, shelters, pathways
and the playground itself,”
Walters said.

“The
playground's
going to be the
focal point of
the park, so ...
a significant
amount of the
budget will be
spent on the
equipment and
the surfacing.”

AMY WALTERS,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
JAMESTOWN PARKS AND
RECREATION DISTRICT

Walters said they hope to
complete the project this
year, adding that the play-
ground equipment will be
the first priority.

“At this point it’s concep-
tual. We would like to do it
all, but it might end up
needing to be done in phas-
es,” depending on how the
fundraising goes, she said.

McElroy Park was at the
top of the facility priorities
as rated by the public dur-
ing a process to get input,
Walters noted. Nickeus
Park ranked third, behind
Two Rivers Activity Center.
The rankings are part of
the Comprehensive Parks
Plan, adopted in August by
the Jamestown Parks and
Recreation Commission.

“What we looked at in
identifying Nickeus for the
location for this (project)
was there is already so
much activity targeted
down at McElroy we felt it
was important to have a
safe and controlled location
for this playground,” Wal-
ters said. “So the play-
ground is the destination at
this park, whereas McEIl-
roy has a lot of game fields
and motor vehicle traffic
through it and trail heads,
all of those types of things,
it’s much more variable
and dynamic.”

Nickeus Park is one of
the city’s flagship parks,
she said. It’s fairly self-con-
tained with the river on
two sides of it, is small
enough that motor vehicle
traffic doesn’t have to be
allowed and is centrally
located in Jamestown, Wal-
ters said.

“Accessibility for all is
one of our core values of
our organization,” she
said. “It’s an area that we
know that we need to
improve and our communi-
ty has come alongside us to
help us with that. So just
really creating a space that
people of all ages and abili-
ties can come together to
engage, play, learn is really
important and so this
would essentially ... be that
space. And it’s not specifi-
cally just for folks that do
have a disability. It’s for
everyone and that’s the
intention is that we’re cre-
ating a space that individu-
als of all abilities can
come.”

The project will include
closing the park to motor
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vehicle traffic, she said.

“The roadway itself will
stay for people to bike,
walk, whatever,” Walters
said.

A parking area will be
created, where people will
be able to access the kayak
dock, and parking is also
available on the street
north of the footbridge,
she said.

“The playground’s going
to be the focal point of the
park, so ... a significant
amount of the budget will
be spent on the equipment
and the surfacing,” Wal-
ters said of the project.

There will be a pour-in-
place rubber surface for
the playground area, she
said. The playground
equipment is expected to
have multiple activity
areas and opportunities for
individuals to engage in
different ways, Walters
said.

“Right now ... we're
receiving bids so we’re in
the process of securing the
vendor for the playground
equipment and then we’ll
work with them,” she said,
to do the final design for
the equipment.

Also planned is a new
restroom building with an
attached shelter that is
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Amy Walters, executive director of the Jamestown Parks
and Recreation District, says they are continuing to raise

funds for the Nickeus Park project.

adjacent to the playground,
Walters said. An existing
clubhouse where the sum-
mer parks program cur-
rently operates out of will
remain but get a small face-
lift and provide a gathering
space off the playground,
she said.

Two smaller existing
shelters will also remain,
she said.

“It’ll be such an

improvement from what
we have now,” Walters said
of the project.

Joyce Heinrich, a mem-
ber of the Jamestown
Parks and Recreation
Foundation, which is a
vehicle for raising funds
for the project, described
Nickeus as “such a wel-
coming park.”

“Now we’re going to have
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This site map of the Nickeus Park project shows conceptual drawings of amenities that include a new restroom, parking area and playground.
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A conceptual look of possible playground equipment
planned for Nickeus Park in Jamestown. Jamestown
Parks and Recreation is still working on final plans for
the equipment, which is expected to provide multiple
activity areas and multiple opportunities for individuals
to engage in different ways, says Amy Walters, executive
director of the Jamestown Parks and Recreation District.

parking and we’re going to
have things accessible,” she
said. “We’re going to have
nice bathrooms ... picnic
areas and just fun for kids
and families. It will be
great. It will be great.”

Walters said they are get-
ting input on the design
and considerations to be
mindful of in the planning
process. She said there is a
group of community mem-
bers who are involved in
the planning.

Serving on the volunteer
committee are two parents
who have children with a
disability, individuals who
work at Anne Carlsen Cen-
ter and Triumph Inc. and
two community members
with young children who
consider Nickeus Park as
their neighborhood park,
Walters said.
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