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James River Senior
Center and Public
Transit plans
$2.8M project for
new location

PACE,

SERVICES FOR SENIORS

BY KATHY STEINER
The Jamestown Sun

JAMESTOWN

he James River
T Senior Center and

Public Transit
expects to move into its
new location, the former
IDK building, in 2026, said
Maureen Wegenke,
executive director.

A $2.8 million project is
planned at the new loca-
tion that includes two
additions to the building,
remodeling the inside and
paving the parking lot,
she said.

The nonprofit James
River Senior Citizens Cen-
ter Inc. purchased the
property in June and is
fundraising for the proj-
ect, she said.

“Our goal is not to take
out a loan and if we do
make it as small as possi-
ble is what we’re working
towards,” Wegenke said.

She said “generous
donations” paid for the
purchase of the new loca-
tion and $1 million has
been raised so far for the
project.

“We are really excited
because I think that’s (the
new location) going to
increase the numbers of
the seniors, we’ll be able
to help a lot more people,”
Wegenke said.

Currently, James River
Senior Center and Public
Transit is located in the
Legacy Center, which is
owned by the University
of Jamestown.

“U of J has been noth-
ing but kind to us but we
do know that sooner or
later they’re going to want
our area for classes,”
Wegenke said. “So we
have been looking for
someplace to move to and
the IDK building came up
for sale ....”

Wegenke said
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groundbreaking on the
project is expected to
occur in the spring.

“We’re going to remodel
the inside to put offices in
there and to expand the
kitchen prep area,” she
said.

Additions to the build-
ing will provide more in-
house and community
event space and storage,
she said.

Wegenke said the size
of the new location will
be similar to what the cen-
ter has now but will be
more efficient. For exam-
ple, there’s not enough
space at the current site
for their Loan Closet,
which loans medical

equipment to the public
such as wheelchairs,
walkers, canes, shower
chairs, crutches and knee
scooters, she said.

Rhonda Sahr, office
manager, said there is no
room in the Loan Closet
for wheelchairs and other
large items.

“We could have some of
those lift recliners and
that kind of stuff but we
don’t have anywhere to
put them now,” she said.

Sahr said the new loca-
tion will provide better
parking for seniors and
the volunteers who help
with the home delivered
meal routes.

“As far as safety goes,

it’s going to be huge (at
the new site),” Wegenke
added. “We’ve had a cou-
ple seniors fall because
there’s no place to park so
they have to park down
(the street) a ways and the
curb might be broke and
they trip over the curb or
it’sicy.”

Another safety issue is
that the center’s current
dining and exercise areas
have carpeting, Wegenke
said, which is a cleanli-
ness concern for dining
and a tripping hazard for
exercise classes.

At the new site, seniors
won’t have to walk as far
from where their vehicles
are parked and is expected

Courtesy / JRSC and Public Transit
The James River Senior Center and Public Transit project includes two additions, seen in purple, that will for a garage and more efficient storage
and event center space. The building is the former IDK building and the project is expected to begin in the spring.

to increase attendance at
the center for meals, activ-
ities and other services,
Wegenke said.

James River Senior
Center and Public Transit
provides about 100 meals
daily during the week
including home delivered
meals and congregate
meals in Jamestown,
Wegenke said. Frozen
meals are available for the
weekend.

The organization has
meal sites at Medina,
Streeter, Fessenden and
Harvey, and the site in
Harvey also serves Wells
and Sheridan counties
with home delivered
meals, Wegenke said.

In 2024 in Jamestown,
James River Senior Cen-
ter and Public Transit
provided 7,548 congregate
meals (at Center 1 and
Gardenette) and 24,229
home delivered meals.
The transit traveled
136,637 miles and made
37,225 trips.

Other services offered
at James River Senior
Center and Public Transit
include legal aid and foot
care.

“Our exercise class is
overflowing too,” Wegen-
ke said.

The daily exercise class
that started with only
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Several people attended the Stutsman County
Commission’s special meeting on Thursday. At the
special meeting, the Stutsman County Commission
heard comments from members of the public who did
not submit written comments to the county.

Stutsman County residents support
proposed zoning change at special meeting

BY MASAKI OVA
The Jamestown Sun

JAMESTOWN —
Stutsman County resi-
dents voiced their opin-
ions in support of a pro-
posed zoning ordinance
on Thursday that would
require a setback dis-
tance of 2,600 feet
between any occupied

dwelling and a new high-
voltage power line or
large pipeline.

At the special meeting,
the Stutsman County
Commission heard com-
ments from members of
the public who did not
submit written comments
to the county. Following
the public comment peri-
od, a question-and-answer

session was held with
representatives from
Otter Tail Power Co. and
Montana-Dakota Utilities
Co.

The Stutsman County
Commission took no
action on the proposed
zoning ordinance during
the special meeting.

Jerry Bergquist, com-
mission chairman, said

the county commission
could take action on the
proposed zoning ordi-
nance at its next regular
meeting on Tuesday, Jan.
21

The proposed zoning
ordinance change origi-
nated at the Stutsman
County Planning and
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about five people now has
20 on some days and the
space at the current loca-
tion isn’t quite large
enough, Sahr said.

The center hopes to
add more services with
the new location, Wegen-
ke said, which could
include a beauty shop
and massage therapy.
They said people
responding to an online
survey indicated they
wanted help filing for
heating assistance and
taxes. Other possible uses
of the new location
include holding dances
for seniors, Sahr said.

They encourage people
to fill out the survey on
what they’d like to see
offered in the new loca-
tion at www.jamesriv-
erseniors.com.

Event space,
catering, transit
James River Senior
Center and Public Tran-
sit has space for rent for
such events as family

get-togethers, birthday
parties, anniversaries
and church groups, Sahr
said, and will continue to
provide that in the new
location, which will have
more space for larger
events.

“We know there’s a
lack of affordable events
space,” Wegenke said.

They are currently
using the former IDK
building for that as well
until the spring, Sahr
said.

“We want to be commu-
nity partners,” Sahr said.
“We think that this (new
location) is going to be
great, not just for the
seniors, but for everyone.
Another place to rent for
parties or whatever.”

James River Senior
Center and Public Tran-
sit also operates Classic
Catering, providing cater-
ing in-house and offsite,
Wegenke said, including
breakfast, lunch and din-
ner options for large and
small groups.

“We do catering for
match money for our

grants,” she said.

Sahr said Classic Cater-
ing is the food provider
for Head Start and Early
Head Start, which has a
combined 80 children.

Transit program

The transit program is
growing, Sahr said, with
service in Jamestown,
Medina and Harvey. In
Jamestown, there are 10
buses with six to seven
operating daily and oth-
ers used for transporta-
tion out of town, with
scheduled trips to Fargo
weekly and twice a
month to Bismarck,
according to Wegenke.

“It’s for anyone,”
Wegenke said of the pro-
gram. “We take the after-
school kids to The Arts
Center and take people to
work.”

They also transport
children to school and
home after school, she
said.

Wegenke said the buses
will continue to operate
from the current location
when the new site is
ready. They hope to build

a garage at some point
and move the buses there,
she said.

Sahr and Wegenke said
the community has been
supportive of the new
project. James River
Senior Center and Public
Transit will also partici-
pate for the fourth time
this year in Giving
Hearts Day, a 24-hour
event for charities in
North Dakota and north-
west Minnesota.

“We really appreciate
all the support we’ve got-
ten thus far,” Sahr said.

New building fund
sponsorships are avail-
able in varying levels.

To contribute to the
project, donations can be
made through the organi-
zation’s website at www.
jamesriverseniors.com or
sent to:

James River Senior
Center

PO Box 1092

Jamestown ND 58402

For more information,
email jrsc@csicable.net.

ksteiner@jamestownsun.
com | (701) 952-8449
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Rhonda Sabhr, left, office manager, and Maureen
Wegenke, executive director, of the James River Senior
Center and Public Transit, stand in the room where the
center’s Loan Closet is located in the Legacy Center.
Various types of medical equipment are loaned out to
the public, but items such as lift chairs can’t be provided
due to space constraints. James River Senior Center
and Public Transit plans to have more space for the Loan
Closet in its new location when it moves to the former
IDK building, expected in 2026.
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Zoning Commission,
which was unanimously
approved in July chang-
ing the setback distance
to 2,600 feet.

If the setback is adopt-
ed by the county commis-
sion, a property owner
can allow a transmission
line less than the setback
of 2,600 feet through a
variance request or sign-
ing a waiver of the
setback.

The proposed zoning
ordinance would apply to
jurisdictions that do not
handle their own zoning,
according to a handout of
frequently asked ques-
tions about the transmis-
sion line. Currently, 16
townships in Stutsman
County control their own
zoning along with all
organized cities.

The proposed zoning
ordinance change would
require a distance of
about 2,600 feet between
any occupied dwelling
and a new high-voltage
power line or large pipe-
line. The current stan-
dard is set at 500 feet by
the North Dakota Public
Service Commission.

The current Stutsman
County zoning ordinance
does not address setbacks
for electrical transmis-
sion lines or pipelines.

The locations of trans-
mission power lines of
more than 115 kilovolts
would be regulated, The
Jamestown Sun reported
in September. There
would also be regulations
for locations of pipelines
greater than 4 1/2 inches
in diameter that are more
than 1 mile in length. It
would only affect the
placement of those lines
in relation to inhabited
homes.

The proposed James-
town to Ellendale trans-
mission line project cov-
ers 95 miles and has a
cost estimate of $440 mil-
lion. The project connects
the Otter Tail substation
north of Jamestown
along North Dakota High-
way 20 to the Montana-
Dakota substation near
Ellendale. The line will
have a 345-kilovolt capaci-
ty and will be capable of
moving electricity in
either direction as
needed.

The project was
requested by the regional
power grid operator Mid-
continent Independent
System Operators (MISO)
and is promoted as a way
to improve regional
power grid reliability.
MISO manages the power

grid for a 15-state area
and parts of the province
of Manitoba.

The developers refer to
the project as JETx.

The North Dakota Pub-
lic Service Commission
will make the final deter-
mination on the route
permit for the transmis-
sion line and can super-
sede local zoning regula-
tions, according to a
handout of frequently
asked questions about the
transmission line.

Hearings for the route
permit have not been
scheduled at this time.

The application for that
permit is not complete.

Public comments

Leon Westerhausen, a
Ypsilanti resident, said
his concern is the pro-
posed transmission line
running about 500 feet
from his home. He said
the transmission line will
be 50 feet on a neighbor’s
property as well.

“We get no compensa-
tion,” he said. “We get the
power poles. We get the
noise of a transmission
line.”

He said a half mile is
more than fair for a
power pole to be installed,
although 2,600 feet is not
far enough for property
owners.

“It’s a whole lot better
than 500 feet,” he said.

Ypsilanti resident Dar-
ron Orr said the trans-
mission line route going
through property is “life
changing.”

“Four-generation, five-
generation farms are for-
ever impacted,” he said.

Todd Langston, manag-
er of transmission proj-
ects for Otter Tail, said
the 345-kilovolt line com-
pletes a 345-kilovolt loop
system. He said the loop
system currently goes
from Ellendale to James-
town, then to Fargo, goes
down to Brookings, South
Dakota, and back to
Ellendale.

“If a part of the loop
falls down, you can still
serve our customers
because we have
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redundant service,”
Langston said.

For example, during
the ice storm in Decem-
ber 2023, Langston said
Otter Tail lost two of its
power lines that bring
electricity to Jamestown.
He said Otter Tail ran
power through its old
peaking power plants that
couldn’t support all cus-
tomers in Jamestown.

“We supplied most resi-
dences,” he said. “ ...
What this line would do,
it adds a third source into
Jamestown.”

Kris Koch, principal
transmission project
developer for Otter Tail,
said the project is intend-
ed to bring resilient, reli-
able power to the area. He
said the new transmis-
sion lines can handle
heavy ice and high winds.

Robert Frank, director
of electric transmission
engineering for MDU,
said the project was in
the planning stages well
before Applied Digital
built data centers north
of Jamestown along N.D.
Highway 20 and at
Ellendale.

Jamestown City Coun-
cilman David Steele, a
member of the Stutsman
County Planning and
Zoning Commission, said
Otter Tail was late for a
Planning and Zoning
Commission meeting and
might not have been fully
prepared with all the
information that day.

“When it came to ask-
ing questions, if you
don’t know all the infor-
mation, it’s hard or diffi-
cult to find out what’s
really happening,” he
said. “About a week or
two weeks later, I looked
at the map that Otter Tail
had provided where
they’re going with their
boundaries, and it
appeared to me that
they’re making every
effort to accommodate
the people that they
could. ... If T had the
information, I probably
wouldn’t have voted the
way I did.”
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Written comments

The commission previ-
ously approved a public
comment period for writ-
ten comments only from
Oct. 1 to Nov. 15. The
county received several
written comments in sup-
port or disapproval of the
proposed zoning
ordinance.

Those in support of the
proposed zoning ordi-
nance say leaving the set-
back at 500 feet poses
potential health risks.

“Studies show living
near power lines can be
linked to health concerns,
including increased risks
of certain illnesses,”
wrote Jodi Haugland,
who lives in rural James-
town. “Furthermore, the
risk of fires caused by
downed lines during
storms or high winds fur-
ther emphasizes the need
for greater distance. A
distance of 2,500 feet
would provide a much
safer environment, mini-
mizing exposure to these
hazards and giving resi-
dents peace of mind.”

Colin and Toni Wege-
nast wrote that the cur-
rent 500-foot setback is
inadequate and does not
account for potential
risks associated with
proximity to high-voltage
power lines like increased
health risks for a number
of illnesses and fire con-
cerns from downed power
lines.

“These reasons are why
I feel a distance of 2500
feet would provide a
much safer environment
by minimizing exposure
to the various hazards
these high-voltage power
lines pose,” the Wege-
nasts wrote. “Public safe-
ty is important to the res-
idents of Stutsman Coun-
ty so I would urge you to
take this matter seriously
and advocate for a more
stringent distance
requirement.”

Stutsman Rural Water
District General Manager
Geneva Kaiser wrote that
the 2,600-foot setback
could potentially add

Masaki Ova/ The Jamestown Sun
Stutsman County Commission Chairman Jerry
Bergquist, front, talks about the proposed zoning
ordinance on Thursday that would require a setback
distance of 2,600 feet between any occupied dwelling
and a new high-voltage power line or large pipeline.
Also pictured in the background, from left, are Stutsman
County Commissioners Mike Hansen, Amanda
Hastings, Chad Wolsky and Levi Taylor.

$30,000 in construction
costs for one customer.

“This new requirement
would eliminate financial
feasibility for the custom-
er, thus potentially elimi-
nating any future growth
potential within the
water system,” she wrote.

Kaiser wrote that Stut-
sman Rural Water Dis-
trict has increased its
customer base by 40 to 50
new users each construc-
tion season since its
expansion project was
completed.

“These new users pay
their own way to obtain
service at the average
cost of $60,000 per mile
for construction,” she
wrote. “The water district
works with potential
users that grant an ease-
ment to SRWD to find the
best and most cost effec-
tive pipeline route for the
customers.”

Jamestown/Stutsman
Development Corp. CEO
Corry Shevlin wrote on
behalf of the Spiritwood
Park Energy Association
that the proposed zoning
ordinance “could have
unintended consequences
that may negatively
impact property owners
and future development.”

“Increasing setback
requirements could sig-
nificantly limit the access
to utilities necessary for
commercial and industri-
al development for both
incoming projects and

Nominations accepted
through
January 13, 2025.

existing developments
that are seeking access to
further expansion,” wrote
Shevlin, who is the chief
operating officer for the
Spiritwood Energy Park
Association. “For many,
this change could restrict
options for expanding
existing structures, add
unnecessary costs, and
make it difficult to make
full use of their property.
With the increasing needs
of utilities, we propose
that any setback lan-
guage reflect the Public
Service Commission
guidance of 500 feet.”

The North Dakota
Association of Rural
Electric Cooperatives and
the North Dakota Trans-
mission Authority also
submitted written com-
ments in opposition to
the proposed zoning
ordinance.

“Stutsman County’s
proposed setbacks of
2,600 feet from inhabited
residences for electric,
gas and liquid transmis-
sion lines will be detri-
mental to to constructa-
bility, affordability, main-
tenance, energy indepen-
dence, grid reliability and
economic development,
and this proposal should
be reconsidered,” wrote
Claire Vigesaa, executive
director of the North
Dakota Transmission
Authority.

mova@jamestownsun.com
| (701) 952-8454

WHO WILL MAKE THE
LIST IN 20257

Prairie Business magazine is accepting nominations for
our annual Top 25 Women in Business. We're seeking those
women who are making big moves and leading the way in

their careers and communities.

If you know a great candidate for this coveted list, go to

prairiebusinessmagazine.com and click on Top 25 Women in
Business to submit a nomination.
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